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‘Tie page. C-110C-19-FA, а/п 50-136, was in a line 
‘of 443vd TCG aircraft taxying out at Rhein-Main. 
AB, West Germany. The black anti-corrosion 
paint on the belly an the full length of the 
негап, C N Valentine 


The page: This CAA19C-13-FA, s/n 49-129, was 
{taking off from Ashiya AB, Japan. The aireraft 
retained its outboard horizontal stabilize ip 
‘extensions. As indicated by its Blue/White 
‘quartered nose markings, the aircraft wae. 
assigned to the 36IN/BT7W TCS, a83rd TCW- 
Compare the differences in tne belly anti coro: 
‘sion paint with that ol the aircraft on the front. 
‘cover. Also note the black anti-corrosion 
att ot the P-4360 engines. USiranned 

b 


alfetta (2007) 


Introduction 


and Acknowledgements 


Through history, getting troops and supplies to 
'Acombat zone has presented a major problem 
o military commanders, An effectve transport 
стай must possess а capacious compart- 
ment for carrying lighter, less dense objects 
бәл a bomber. During World War Two, ай the 
major protagonists developed many adequate 
Fansports but their designs, sem+-monocoque 
fuslages sealed at both ends and requiring 
side doors, inevitably impeded their ground 
cargo handling characteristics. It would take an 
endioading aircraft to really make airborne 
operations efficient, and so, unsurprisingly, 
several nations experimented with tho concept. 

German design efforts resuited in the Arado 
A232, which had a pod and boom-type tuse- 
lage wit a high wing, and the Gotha Go 242, a 
hghwinged, twin-boomed gider that was 
capable of carrying up to 21 fully equipped 
оор, plus the Messerschmitt Ме 321 Gigant 
gider with large clamshell doors in the nose to 
бой loading, both of the later being sub- 
‘sequently converted into powered transports. 

кені, the Japanese developed a pair ot 
{win boomed end loading aircra - one a glider 
‘and ho other powered. The Kokusai Ku-7 Man- 
элу (Crane) was a twin-boomed gider with a 
‘entra fuselage pod that had а hinged door 
buit into it, while the powered Kokusai Ku-t05. 
Ohio Phoenix) was developed as a means of 
having badly needed fuel from Sumatra to the 
Japanese home islands. 

“The British were also developing endioading 
crat during the early stages of World War 
‘Two. The Airspeed Horsa И was the frst opera- 
ional gider to join the RAF's inventory, while 
tho General Aircraft Limited GAL 49 Hamicar, 
Was the largest and heaviest gider employed 
by the Alles during the confit. 

їп 1944, General Aircraft designed and built 
the frst powered British endloader known as 
the GAL 58 Hamilcar X. The RAF ordered 100 
‘ofthese aircratto serve in the war in the Pacific; 
however the war concluded and production 
was limited to only 20 examples. 

In the USA, an impending aluminum short- 
age encouraged aircraft manufacturers to con- 
‘Ser the use of altemative materials in new 


asigne. 

‘The Curtiss C-76 Caravan was a wooden 
Miengined, tricycle-gear, high-wing trans- 
роп, with a cockpit mounted on top of the tuse- 
lage, whose nose hinged upwards thereby 
permitting straightin loading trom trucks. 
While meeting its operational requirements, it 
‘never saw operational service. 


The Waco CG4A Haig/Hadran assault 
glider was vastly more successful, towed by 
either a C-46 or a C-47, their upward-hinging 
noses delivered thousands into battle. 

Designed by Willem D Van Zeim, Martin 
patented the Model 240, a four-engined heavy 
roopicargo transport, and the Model 241, a. 
‘win-engined cargo transport. Both aircraft 
were of the twin-boom configuration and incor- 
porated a door at the aft end of the fuselage. 
Part of the system included a hydraulic ramp. 
that could be lowered to ground level or sus- 
pended at ruck-bed height to facilitate loading. 

These designs, though never buit, were 
more or less contemporary with Fairchid's 
C-82 and featured similar solutions. Solutions 
which were to set the pattern for the general 
layout and operation of many subsequent tac- 
‘ical transports. 

During World War Two, the bulk of the US air- 
WR capabity was by aircraft which lacked 
some, or ай, of the advantages of these 
designs. Cargo loading of the Curtiss C46 
Commando and Douglas C-47 Skytrain was. 
dificult at best when making the 90° turn into 
the fuselage. The conventional landing gear 
‘added о the problem when the cargo had to be 
moved uphill along the sloping floor. The Dou- 
glas С-54 Skymaster offered a level floor to 
assist in loading, but required а forklift to load. 
and unload t 


Fairchild C-82 Packet 
In 1941, the US Army requirement for а freight 
carrier that would afford a large, uninterrupted 
cargo hold with direct access for ground-level 
loading resulted in the Fairchild Model 78. This 
‘aircraft would сату the USAAF Mission- 
Design-Series (MDS) designation of C-82, and. 
the name Packet. The twin-boomed, high-wing, 
 podded fuselage aircraft had a fuselage with a 
‘cross-section capable of accommodating а 
variety of standard miltary vehicles. Power was. 
provided by a pair of 2.100hp Pratt & Whitney 
2800-85 radial engines driving Hamilton 
‘Standard three-bladed, constant speed, hydro- 
‘matic propellers. The crew was to consist of 
ко pilots, navigator, radio operator, and crew 
спе Up to 42 paratroops or 34 liter patients 
‘could be carried. 


Fairchild C-119 Flying Boxcar 
During 1947, an XC-82A, sin 45-57769, was 
modified to lower the fightdeck and move it for- 
ward, delete the ventral fins, and install more 
powerful 2650hp R-4360-4 engines. Some 


additional windows were added to the nose to. 
enhance drop zone visibility. Thus modified, 
the airframe was redesignated as the C-119A. 
Оп 17 December 1947, this aircraft made а first 
fight that lasted 1 hour and 45 minutes. 

In their own way, each of these early heavy- 
lit aircraft paved the way for endloading mili- 
tary transports. Their high wing designs placed 
"he cargo floor closer to the loading vehicles/ 
‘equipment and high tails permitted uncluttered 
‘access to the cargo area. While underpowered 
and flown overgrossed, the C-82 and C-119 let 
Army and Air Force units prove out airdrop and 
айал techniques, with the C-1 19 serving ably 
‘during combat. 

From these aircraft came tho Fairchild C-123. 
Provider, an interim transport вистой, and the. 
venerable Lockheed C-130 Hercules - which, 
half a century on, remains the ultimate ond- 
loader for tactical operations, 
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И Col David Н Anderson had flown KC-97s 
in SAC, then came to Boeing and joined the 
Reserve where he flew the C-119. He called 
them Texas Wheelbarrows’. After fying aircraft 
with significantly better performance he 


believed he had taken a big step backwards. 
and was not to impressed with the C-119's 
structure, systems, and marked lack of power 
that resulted in marginal engine-out capabil- 
ties 


Dedication 
This volume is dedicated to the men and 
women who designed, built, operated, and. 
maintained these aircraft. And, especially to the 
73rd Troop Carrier Squadron, 932nd Troop 
Carrier Group, 434th Troop Carrier Wing, Scott 
AFB, IL who introduced this author to the 
C-119.Itwas with this unit he dropped his boy- 
ish dream ol being a fighter pilot and yearned 
for multi-engined aircraft. One would count 12 
blades, fool a shudder, and see a plume of 
smoke as each engine roared to Ме. Most 
memorable, was the fight aboard Abe 22 fying 
from Scott AFB to Charleston AFB, SC when we 
had one of the ADFs tuned to WBBM in 
Chicago and listened to Rachmaninoff's 2nd. 
Piano Concerto as we climbed out into th star- 
studded darkness. 


The sole XC-82, ап 43-13202, as she appeared 
st Wright Field, OM, on â June 1946. The forward. 
Crew door was open and an access ladder was 
hong from the door sil. The tall number was. 
repeated under the left wing and the nose was. 
inscribed Packet The Flying Boxcar, replete with 
a drawing of the later. РМ Bowers 
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“The Fairchild C-82 Packet is a twi-engined, 
‘wi-boomed, high wng, land monoplane ot all 
теш construction, designed for the use as. 
Cargo carrier, уоор/рагагоор transport, and а 
cargo drop airplane The fuselage structure is 
'Gfsem monocoquo construction A retractable 
Моусе landing gear system is installed. The 
“in booms and empennage were of suficient 
‘eight above he ground to permit ease o oad: 
Ing of large objects through the open cargo 
doors at the ай ond ol the fuselage 


that permitted the carrying of a 
variety of equipment, while the tricycle 


Chapter 1 


landing gear afforded a level floor to facilitate 
loading. The floor height was four feet above 
the ground - truck-bed height. Large clamshell 
doors swung outboard through an arc of 90 
offering complete clearance for loading. Рага. 
troop doors located within the clamshell doors. 
could be opened in fight for troop drops. For 
heavy cargo drops, the clamshell doors would 
be removed so that the cargo could be 
‘extracted through the large ВА square opening. 


Са Cargo Compartment Dimensions 
* on 
Wan mon 
lang жу 
Cargo Foor Аа wer 
Early Army interest 


in 1994, Fairchild had successfully demon: 
strated to the Army the XC-31, single-engined, 
high wing, conventional-geared transport with 
a large truckbed-height floor and Sft wide doors. 

The Army envisioned a better transport аз 
early as December 1941. However, perceived 
shortages of strategic materials, particularly 
metal, drove the idea for an allwood transport 
much like the Curtiss C-76 Caravan. At the 
behest of General of the Army Henry Н ‘Hap’ 


White having similar lines - twin boomed, twin: 
‘engined. podded fuselage - the performance ol 
the Lockheed P-38M Lightning and Fairchild 
C-42 Packet was markedly different. Hore the. 
5.38 was employed as a photo chase plane for. 
опе of the North American C-SZN-NTs. 

Boeing Archives NAATOSO 


Arnold, Fairchild proceeded with a transport 
design by their chief engineer, Armand J 
Thieboldt. He made the preliminary sketches for 
the aircraft that became the Fairchild Model 78 
in November 1941. On 10 November 1941, the 
Army decided to identity the aircraft as the C-82. 
Packet A year was spent making all of the eng: 
neering drawings for this all-wood airplane, 
then the Army ordered Fairchild to re-do the 
drawing for an all-metal airplane. 


А Desperate Beginning. 
With the end of World War Two in sight, and for 
what appear to be politcal reasons, Fairchild 
searched for a new face in their management 
structure who might assure their building of the 
C82. Downsizing after the war could have 
spelled the demise of the aircraft manufacturer 
Fairchild obtained none other than the famed 
race pilot of the 1990s, Bennie Howard who 
had flown Mr. Muligan, Ike, and AMBP ie 
by 
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= This was the prototype Packet, XC-82-FA, sin 43- 

13202, revealing ts distinctive lines that would 
continue throughout the series of aircraft. 
Museum of Fight 


Details of the nose markings on the XC-82 reveal 
the name Packet and a winged raliroad boxcar 

‘with the words "THE FLYING BOXCAR’ beneath. 
To the rear were a Douglas A-26 Invader and a 

Douglas A-20 Havoc. P М Bowers 


Howard reported to Hagerstown, Maryland 
where he was given a minimal briefing on the. 
new airplane before commencing the taxi tests. 
The crew were not wearing parachutes and 
some of the windows had been removed for 
better ventilation during the hot weather. Sev 
eral taxi runs at various speeds were made on, 
10 September 1944; then suddenly the air- 
plane became airborne with a completely 
unprepared crew on board. They circled the. 
field and landed. When asked how they had! 
managed to get airborne, Howard replied, 1, 
just felt lie lying, so I flew it’ This aircraft was: 
the XC-82, serial number 43-13202. 

The XC-82 is known to have been deployed, 
to Saipan in 1944 as part of the test program, 

An initial contract called for the production ol 
100 C-82As, with deliveries beginning in late 
1945 - too late to see service in World War Two, 
A second contract was let for 100 more of these, 
aircraft In addition to Fairchild in Hagerstown, 
MD. a second manufacturer was to produce the 
C-82. Anew production line was established a 


Bow night These side, plan, and section views 
‘show the available cargo volume areas within a 
(6-82, USAF 3284040 


шен: 


в Fairchild C82 C-119 


INrth American Aviation plant in Dallas, TX, 
[contractor 782 C-82Ns was issued. Only 
CB2Ns were completed when the con 
forthe remaining C-82Ns was terminated 
Огу. Fairchild built a total ot 220 C-82As 
1945 and September 1948, 

"The C-82 entered operational service in May 
‘and the production run of 223 airplanes 
‘Completed in September 1948. The C-82 
the fst Alied endioading aircraft pro- 
in quantity. From 1946, most of the 
}82Ав served in troop carrier units in the Tac: 

iA Command (TAC). Some of these air- 
were allocated о the Miitary Air Transport 
(MATS) for use by the Air Rescue Ser- 
‘Strategic Ar Command (SAC) also oper 
he Packets as base support aircraft for 
rbomber groups -atits peak having eleven 
crat within the command in 1949. 


C-82 Packet. 
е C-82 Packet featured clamshell doors in. 
alt fuselage that permitted ease of loading. 
з low floor, and allowed parachute deliv. 
If oops or supplies in a matter of seconds. 
'Wrplane was capable of carrying a cargo. 
915,000, about double that of the C-47. 


Farchig Cezaitattn (2007) 


C-42 nose landing gear 
components, 

1. Torque links. 

2. Shimmy damper 

3. Upper truss te 

4. Upper truss 

5. Brace tube 


chiet/fight mechanic. 


Possibi C-82 Personel / Cargo Loads 


ма Tops & 
Aeromedcal Um м 
Med 2 


18 Army parci 30be 
MOA nm Howtzer 350b 
1 MA1 76m Hower 208b 
има 37mm gun db. 


132 49mm anbaren un A carage 6 400% 
1 x вв gun & olor carage 5.35000 
ТМА 105mm gun 430b 
1 xMI918 155mm Howtzer 21200 


‘on the exhaust, and additional antennas. 

the forward fuselage. USARSE 
by 

з FarchidC824 сто alfetta 


semimonocoque, tension-fieid structure, 
fuselage houses the nose gear, has. 
fighideck, a capacious aft cabin with a 
floor attruck-bed height, a forward access. 
of on the let, and a pair of clamshell aft 
‘wih integral inward opening troop 
The latter permitted simultaneous para 
pumps irom ether side ofthe aircraft. The 
‘doors could be removed for heavy 
drops. The floor of the forward main. 
has a bomb bay-tke doors installed for 
paracans. The paratainer box is 
d between Stations 319 and 391. A sec- 
(боо panel covered the paratainer box 
longitudinal beams support the cargo 
that I constructed of plywood. Cargo te 
(gs are spaced in 20-inch squares 
{бе center ol the cargo deck floor. The 
ge ls attached to tho wing center section 
large bolts. Spacing for the fuselage 
18 95 inches, except for the main spar 
located directly below the wing box that 
‘Spaced at 72 inches. The fuselage is 
Into six major sections: main body 
Upper front, upper rear, nose compart 
(and rear cargo door compartment. 
Wings of he C-82 are sem-monocoque, 
structures that are fully cantilevered 
j ened gull design to shorten the main 
Bis while retaining the cabin height. The 
jf the wings is tapered from root to tip. 
Outboard wing pane! has a ар and a par 
ога attached to the rear spar. Wingtp 


fatached outboard on the wings. The. 


scanned. 
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‘countryside on a test fight. The 
walkway stripes are visible. Via P Mb 


C-424-30-FA, s/n 44-23048 was са 

just after IM off. Note the open troop doors tor 

Cabin ventilation. The buzz number appeared on 
‘beneath the left wing. An ADF 


when used on the rough fields the gear wa 
Intended to operate from, the tracks became 
jammed with sod. W T Larkin 


In onstage. Y) Baloo га MS D W Morar 


‘This patent drawing by Alfred A Gassner 
the tracked gear components at rotation 
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C-R2A, s/n 44-23004, carried its CO-004 buzz 

number on its booms aft of the national insignia. 
f shared the ramp at Wright Feld, OH with B-29 
4468658, a C-47, and a pair of AT-115. P M Bowers 


In transition markings, red bars were added to 
the national insignia, but the CO-004 buzz 
‘number was applied to the booms. The aircraft 
was photographed at Wright Field with skis on 
all three landing gears. Via John Lomez 


reveals Its red-barred national 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE lettering on the 
fuselage. The aircraft was equipped with skis on 
the main gear. P M Bowers 


C-324-1-FA, а/п 44-22961, shows how the spray 
from the main gear whoeis partially covered the 
buzz numbers on the tallboom. The blotches on 
the forward fuselage must have boen the result 
of ouch painting. A small moveable window 
may be seen in the trapezoidal window in the 
forward corner of the cockpit. Boing ristonca 


wings incorporate a twist and washout to pre 
clude wingtip stalling. A D duct is incorporated] 
into the wing leading edge for thermal antong 
The inverted gull wing raised the fuselage and 
allowed for shorter landing gear. 

For simplicity, the tapered cylindcl 
booms, vertical fins, rudders, ventral fins, ard] 

vutboard stabilizer tips are interchangeable 

nd right. The booms are joined with the 
zontal stabilizer with its elevator 

Fourteen circular windows are installed 
the main cabin, equally spaced and mou 
along the airplane mid-water line. Another 
window is installed at the top of each of 
troop doors located in each of the cargo d 


Engines and Propellers 
A pair of Pratt & Whitney R-2800-85 engi 
equipped with a single-stage, two-speed 
bosupercharger powered most of the C-82s 
sea level, the engines delivered 2,100bhp 
2,800rpm for five minutes, The XC-82 was, 
ered by R-2800-34 engines, whereas the 
ten production aircraft were equipped 
R-2800-22 radials. 

While identical tests were conducted 
Curtiss Electric reversible propellers апе! 
ton Standard hydromatic propellers, pr 
tion aircraft were equipped with three 
Hamilton Standard 3360 propellers with ai 
2in diameter. The propellers are of the 
stant speed, full-eathering, hydromatic 

The ait induction system for the engines! 
а scoop mounted on top of each nacelle 
inlet has three operating positions: direct! 
air, fered air and hot air 


Fuel and Oil Systems. 
The C-82 operated on 100/130 octane 
fuel. An independent fuel system is in 
rated for each engine. Collapsible, bl 


type fuel cells are nstallegscanned 
by 


alfetta (2 


Bg This factory shot shows how a 1 ton 
mek could bo loaded into the C-82. The cargo 
— designed to fit the size of 
most standard sized miary vehicles of the day. 
Boag Hetccal Асте Naa 1039 


so This C-E2N was photographed during 
{tion at take-off Note the open sliding 
Windom tor the co-pilot. In the background a 
Nerth American 8-25 Mitchell, Curtiss C-a6 
Commando, and Douglas C-45 Expeditor. 
Boag наон Archives MAA t047 
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T tanks Жош 30822 
qelen ol art s cates at of e^ елуге rena 
Fight Controls 

The primary fight controls of the C-82 consist 
{lan elevator on the traling edge of the center 


ation ofthe horizontal stabilizer, a pair of rud 
диз attached to the rear spars of the ve 
ê and wo ailerons attached to the rear spar 
‘Leach outboard wing pane 
о consist o inboard and 
коме: on ether side of each boom, and tnm 
fabs onthe elevator, each rudder, and the right 
бош aleron. The flaps are NACA two-seg 
IB Оо devices. The inboard aileron: 
oop when the Raps are low 
Aight controls and ther respective tnm tabs are 
fabric covered 

А cable-riven system is employed for the 
[Binary fight controls and the trim tabs. Т 
Maps are electrically driven 


outboard flap 


Landing G« 


non steerable, and dire 
tonal contr rough diferentil 
aking a The nosewheel is 

у applying up elevator, allowing the 

тебу disengaging the conter. 


in whichever direction It is controlled 


by 
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C-E2N-NT, s/n 45-25436, was the first of three such aireratt built by North 
American. The massive nose gear wheel and tire are identical to those on 
the main gear. The placard centered on the lower portion of the door 

states FIRE EXT. INSIDE’, Indicative of the fire concerns on these aircraft 


Boeing Historical Archives NAATO4S 


A Houde No A-10818 shimmy damper is installed 
on the nose gear strut. The nosewhee! is free to 
swivel through an arc 62" either side of neutral 

The main gear wheel brakes are operated by 
а pair of 1,000psi hydraulic systems with 
accumulator mounted in each boom. The sys- 
tems are cross connected so that each system 
powers a sat of brakes in each landing gear, 
thereby assuring partial braking in the event of 
one hydraulic system failure. Hayes No 2-25B. 
hydraulic expanding tube brakes are installed 
оп Fairchild C-82s 44-22959 through 4557746. 
and 45-57765 through 48-587, and all three. 
North American C-82Ns. Aircraft 45-57747 
through 45-57764, those equipped with tracked 
landing gear, are equipped with Goodyear 
hydraulic spot brakes. 

Hayes Industries 56-inch diameter wheels 
and Type 1, 56-inch, 16-ply smooth contour tires 
are installed on each main gear. A Goodyear 
44-inch diameter wheel and Type I, 44-inch, 
10-ply, smooth contour tire is installed on the 
nose gear. 

All landing gear doors are operated through 
direct mechanical linkage to the landing gear 
retracting mechanisms. While the main gear 
doors remain open with the gear extended, the 
nose gear doors close after the gear has com- 
pleted its extension cycle. 

A gear waming system consists of three 
green and three red lights to indicate whether 
gear is up or down, and a warning horn that 
sounds to prevent the pilot from inadvertently 
landing without the gear down and locked 


Mission Equipment 
Canvas seats along each side of the main cabin 
are provided for up to 41 paratroops. When not 
in use, the seats are folded up and secured to 
the sidewall 
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C-B2N-NT, алп 45.25436. Visible Is the fre extinguisher on the Inside of the 
forward entry door А propeller warning placard appeared next t 
lock lever on the left beneath the fire bottle An IFF antenna was installed 


ө door 


beneath the cockpit window. The web troop seats are visible inside the 
aircraft. Details of the sheeetmetal ladder are also evident. Nor Anen an 


A Kinch diameter дама 
cable is installed 

cabin. For stowage the cables are colled and 
attached at the aft end ot the fuselage. For use, 
the cables are uncolled and attached to tings 
in the forward cabin 

А monorail aer 
the aircraft permitted the delivery of up to 15. 
Army paracans weighing up to 3501 
aerial delvery rack was installed between Body 
Stations 319 and 391. This system could be 
operated ether from the cockpit or the jump: 
masters station. the 
paratainor racks were stowed along the top of 
the fuselage. 

A total of 13 posts could be installed in the 
main cabin to support up to 34 liters when the 
aircraft was employed for aeromedical evacua 
tion operations. 

A three-step entrance ladder в stowed ın the 
forward fuselage by the cargo door. The ladder 
hangs from the beam at the cargo door and 
rests against the fuselage skin 

Two 16f-Jong metal loading ramps are car. 
tied on the aircraft. The ramps hook into the 
outer edge of the cargo door sil and may be 
spaced to accommodate vanous loading con 
ditions. A pair of loading suppor jacks are pro- 
vided for installation under the aft fuselage 
during loading operations. 

A set of 26 engine/ordnance tie-down fittings 
are installed along the centerine beam of the 
cargo floor. Another 88 cargo tie-down fittings 
are installed in a 20-inch grid patter on the 
cargo compartment foor. 

C-82s were also capable of towing gliders. 
— he aircraft were equipped with two lugs 
installed ın the end of the booms. each permit 
ting towing of two 7,000 gliders, or a single 
18.0001b glider when the aircraft gross weight 


od static line 
n each side of the main 


delivery system installed in 


each. The 


When not in us 


did not exceed 42,000 b. Later production air 
planes were equipped with a tow lug mounted 
оп the ай lower portion of the fuselage, The 
new lug enabled the aircraft to pull a 30.0008) 
graer 


Electrical System 
The electrical system on the C-82s consists ol 
a single wire, 24-volt DC installation grounded 
through the airplane structure, The basic sys 
tem incorporates a storage battery, inverters, 
two engine-driven generators, two reverse-cut 
rent relays, and two voltage regulators. In adde] 
tion, there is an external power circuit and ar 
audiary powerplant, The latter could bi] 
employed both on the ground and ın fight. 

The battery, an AN3150, Type G-1, was a 24] 
voit, 34 ampere-hour shielded storage battery 

А 1,000VA, 400-cycle, 3-phase inverter 
installed on the right side of the cargo com 
partment floor just aft of Station 179. 

These limited slectncal systems were instal 
on the C82 


operating he adc navigation equine 
the алотаісрі 

operating he ue low meter 

езу the тар compass gt 


Beginning with airplane sin 4402989, t 
C-82s were equipped with a second inw 
that was а 750VA type. 


Communications & Electronic Equip 
The С-825 were equipped witha variety of 
‘munication and electronic equipment for и 
communication, communication, naviga 
and identification. canned 


‘These radio systems were installed on the 


Amy Navy Specification 


ANAC? 
ANAS 

ANARNS 

ANARC3 

SORIN 

AWAPN2 (4422859455717) 
ANAPN-12 (455773814557832) 
MANS 

ANARNSA 

ANARNT 

ANAN 

ANARCE 

кш 

кла 

SCANS 

ANAPS-10 (5577894557602) 


air ol wicktype static dischargers are 
don the upper trailing edge portions of 
rudder and trailing edge outboard end of 
'aleron. А single discharger is Installed on. 
jiraling edge of each wingtip. 


System. 
(642s are equipped with a conventional 
demand oxygen system for each 

(he Wve crew members. In addition, a sepa- 
continuous-flow oxygen system was pro- 

Hor troops in the main cabin. The latter 

supported up to 43 troops. Four Type. 

'Gfinders, located beneath the cargo floor, 
ed oxygen for this system. 

“Tivee Type A-6 portable oxygen cylinders, 
а 280i capacity, were also provided. For 
system, five recharger hose outiet for fil- 
Фе portable cylinders were located 


throughout the airplane. These recharger out- 
lets were part of the demand-type system. 

The demand-type system was supported by 
eight shatterproof Type G- steel oxygen cylin- 
ders mounted in the aft cargo compartment 
celing. 


Heating, Ventilating & Anti-lcing Systems. 
Hot air is provided by four exhaust gas heat 
exchangers and a secondary heat exchanger. 
This air is used for heating and anti-icing. 

Hot air directed along a D-duct in the wing, 
horizontal stabilizer, and vertical stabilizer lead- 
ing edges affords icing protection. 

The secondary heat exchanger and air 
mixer, located in the wing center section, mod: 
lates air temperature to provide comfortable 
ак to the cockpit and main cabin. Hot air is also 
available for windshield and astrodome ant: 
icing. The two outer forward windshields are of 
shatter-proof double pane construction that 
allows по! аи to deice these windshields. 


ЕС-82А 
During the late 1940s the USAF was investigat. 
ing а number of operational options; one of 
which was flying off unprepared fields. As part 
of this program, a single C-82A, s/n 45-57746, 
was converted into an EC-82A, equipped with 
the Firestone-designed tracked landing gear. 
During this period, the 'E' prefix stood for 
Exempt, not Electronic. The standard wheels 
tires and brakes were replaced by tankike 
reads rolled around a set of sprocket wheels 
and bogies. With the tracked gear, the airplane 
could operate from both prepared and rough 
fields. Fairchild design engineer Alfred A 
Gassner was faced with the initial design. His 
challenge was to reduce the gear footprint to 
25.289). In April 1949, a contract was let to 
‘retrofit 18 C-82s with this system, however only 


12 aircraft were ever modified. Airplanes 
scheduled for incorporation of the tracked gear 
were sin 45-57747/45-57764. Unfortunately it 
жаз a bad idea that went south. The tracks eas- 
lly became jammed with grass and debris. in 
Crosswind landings, the rubber track belts 
would depart their bogies. Both Fairchild and 
USAF test pilots were experiencing similar diffi 
culties with the tracked gear, and the program 
was canceled in December 1949. 


The C-82 was also employed for ski tests. Air 
craft sin 44-23004 was equipped with snow 
skis developed by the Federal Aircraft Works in 
Minneapolis, MN under contract from the 
Wright Air Development Center. While retaining 
its standard landing gear and wheels, a set of 
wide skis was attached to each wheel around 
axe height. While development of the skis 
began in 1945, it was not until April 1948 that 
tests were conducted at Ladd AFB, AK. The; 
craft experienced high nose gear shimmy and 
the main gear ski actuators lacked sufficient 
power to raise and transfer the load from the 
wheels to the skis. The aircraft was returned to 
Wright AFB for redesign and modification, It 
was able to resume testing later in 1948 and in 
early 1949. These tests were conducted at Yel 
lowknife, Northwest Territories, Canada. Nose 
ski unstick problems continued and on one test 
the arcran traversed two miles without getting 
airborne. On the third attempt, the aircraft was 
able to get airborne. Though additional work 
was done to correct the nose ski unstick prob: 
lem in time for the 1950-1951 tests, the pro: 
gram was abandoned because the take-olf 
distance remained an issue 


C-82A, wn 44-23004, was assigned to Wright 
Patterson AFB, for fight testing. Note the fire 
bottle and ground power cart. Via P M Bowers 


by 
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The C-82 Packets roamed far and wide in the 
pursuits of their business; however their grow- 
ing pains were most evident during their initial 
operations. They served within the Zone of Inte 
rior (2), AK, andin Europe with the USAF, in the 
services of other air forces, and in civilian roles 
In addition to its primary mission as a коор 
paratroop/cargo transport, the C-82 served 
‘admirably in the humanitarian role. 


Project Comet 
‘After World War Two, the United States Army 
Air Forces served as a subordinate organiza- 
tion within the United States Army. Strategic Air 
‘Command (SAC) and Tactical Air Command 
(TAC) wore established on 21 March 1946 ut 
lizing assets and personnel from Continental 
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C-82 Operations 


Air Command (CONAC). Continuing in exis 
tence was Air Transport Command (АТС), 
which had been established in 1942. While ATC 
was tasked with routine logistical support of 
both land and air forces within the Army, TAC 
was assigned the troop camer mission. 

New postwar aircraft requirements were 
tackled by industry - remnants of the Arsenal of 
Democracy that had been established during 
World War Two. Many World War Two veterans 
formed the Air Force Association (AFA) whose 
mission was to educate America's citizens and 
Congress on the need for a separate ан torce 
Toward this end there was a senes of deiber 
ate exercises to raise America s awareness of 
airpower. These exercises used the proven 
Boeing B-29 for long-range fights, placed the 


— 


fledgiing Convair B-36 Peacemaker squarely in 
the public eye, and demonstrated new fighters 
and transports. One of these missions was Pro- 
ject Comet. 

On 2 May 1946, Major General Elwood "Pete 
Quesada, TAC Commander, directed a mass 
trans-America flight utilizing the new Lockheed! 
P-80 Shooting Star, America's first operational 
jet fighter. Logistical support would come from 
the new Fairchild C-82. Project Comet called fo 
а formation of 25 P-80s from the 412th Fighter 
Group (FG) to fly from March Field, CA on a 
типе-слу, thiteen-day excursion to Washing: 
ton, DC. The mission was threefold: 

To demonstrate to Amenca the need lor a strong 

аи force and show them what was being 

developed for the detense of the nation. 

To assess problems encountered in 

maintenance and supply during long range. 

deployments that may be required for a wartime 
deployment 

To assist n Amy Ar Forces recruting 


Shrewd planning on the part of the 412th F 
Called for a spare fight о! four P-80s. 
Logistical support was provided by six C- 
from the 36th TCS, 316th TCG, stationed 
Pope Field, NC. One Packet could not ext 


its gear and circled Hamilton Field, near 
Francisco, for over ап hour, The check 


gave no relief. Radio consultation with Fair 
Tech Reps also proved fruitless and the air 


GS Witame 


эл ignominious belly landing. Plans 

fortwo C-82s o precede the formation of 
jand for three Packets to follow 

frat sop was at Tucson, AZ. Capt Ed 

dying a P-80 named Shity i, touched 

and ts o drop tanks departed the ar 

then bounced down the runway Fort 

a spare set ol tanks was carried aboard 

iol the C82s and repairs were effected in 

order 

Worth Army Ar Field was the nest stop 

J departure another C-82 experienced gear 

Bobs and had to return to Tucson. Its load 

(dded between two С-47 that were hur 

dspaiched from Long Beach, СА Then, 

WC 82 departed wih ts goar pinned down tor 

laborious tip back to Hagerstown for an 


the ер to Memphis, TN went without a 
hich, the arrival at Washington 
‘Aiport with the advanced mainte 
Jschelon again was subjected to a C-82 

g gear maluncton. 
Ji was airshow tme in Washington, and 
he fighter pilots discussed their upcom. 
outing, they него upstaged by a C-82 
Бу Dick Henson, a Fairchild test pilot! 
[put the lumbering Packet through is 
Including low-level engine-out passes 
delight of tho crowd. Members of the 
Еб were extremely displeased with what 
d to be an arrogant display tat 
safety. The Р-80 line chiet 
their commander, Col Bruce К 
j, Sating that "here is going to be a 
И the maintenance personnel were 
llo y on the C-82s for the remainder о! 
Comet. Col Holloway listened and 
If ihe personnel were able o fy on С-475 
Üe balance of the trip. In addition, the 
plots wrested back thor just laurels in 
бий) perormance. That evening, 


Fairchild hosted a cocktail party for the mem- 
bers of Project Comet at the Statler Hotel 

The 36th TCS dispatched a replacement pair 
о! C-82s from Pope Field and the remaining fy 
able Packets were retumed to Hagerstown for 
engineering evaluation of the landing gear. Dur 
ing the departure from Washington on the leg to 
Tinker Field, OK, a C-82 aborted the take-off due 
toa fouled spark plug. It caught up with the team 
on the following day. Another C-82 tailed to have 
the nose gear retract on take-off rom Tinker and 


had to make an ай tumback for repairs. 
Overall, Project Comet succeeded in its mis- 
sion. The P-80s performed quite well; however 
the same could not be said for the C82. 
Through exercises such as this, an airminded- 
ness was developed within the United States 
and on 26 July 1947, the National Security Act 
©! 1947 was passed by Congress, paving the 
way for a separate air force that was co-equal 
with the Army and Navy. The United States Air 
Force was activated on 17 Зеро 
by 
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These two 62nd TCG C-82As, s/n 45-57001 and 
45-57775, are parked on the muddy wash rack s 
McChord AFB. 62nd MAW Histor 


This view of C-82A, s/n 45-57775, shows the 
aircratt being hosed down, the precariously 
perched scrubber, and another airman checking 
{he pump for spraying the water detergent 


саг, ап 48:57781, assigned to the 62nd TCG, 
TIN TCS, participated in a winter exercise. Troop 
drawn sleds were used to move the cargo. Note 
the herringbone tres that improved operations 
on the snow-covered airfield. Note how the 
Insignia Red Ay js were applied to 
retain the CO-755 buzz number. Уа G 5 Willams 


C-32A, s/n 45-57735, from the 50th TCS, 314th 
TCG, was deployed to Goose Bay AB, Labrador, 
Replete withthe Insignia Red Arctic trim, the 
aircraft sports ts red nose denoting the 
Squadron. E Van Houton va MSgt D W Menard 


C-82 TROOP CARRIER OPERATIONS 


The C-82As operated with seven 


groups and one fighter wing betwe 


1953. These units were all part of TAC, (1t shoul 
be noted that the USAF underwent a change 
operating unit designations from groups M 


wings in the early 19508) The 57th Рон 
Wing, based at Elmendorf AFB, AK, opera 
the алсай for intra theater ari with four dil 


ent carrier squadrons that 
assigned/attached at various umes. Rogu 
er ari operations in Europe wore Понт 


the 60th TCG (M) between 1951 and 1963. 
m 


Continental United States or Zona 


Interior (ZI) and flew аи, airdrop/airandi 
апа humanitarian missions wth the пистаћ 
Unit Base 

м MoChordAFB, WA 


x 
пуп AFB, TN 


je FB, 50 


The 314th TCG developed assault att op 
—* 
ig with Army airborne forces 


al procedures in addition to p 


The 316th TCG had the unique assign 
М developing glider operations utilizing 
Waco CG-15. In addition, the unit was 
with freight ferrying within the ZI and ove 

During the Berin Airit, codenamed Of 
tion Vitles, the bulk of the air was provided 
the C-47 and C-54 aircraft belonging to МА 

el operation was conducted реи 

June 1948 and 30 September 1949. То 
the end of the alit operation, parts fora 
owerplant in the British Sector had to bel 

in. For these massive parts, three diferent 
craft types were employed — a Boeing 
Stratofreighter (кот SAC), a Douglas 
Globemaster I, and a Fair Д-82 Раб 


by 
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Operations 

fom the gend ТСО, Тие Ar Force, at 

АРВ, WA, were routinely deployed to 

or joint operations wih the US Army 

ê araf would stage out о! Emengort AFB 

y t such places as Galena Nome. and 

li Delta AFB. In ir ransporabiry exercises 

[Сада would work with unis of the US 

Shan Amy. Mobile conto! towers 

(be айе lor the operations. Ground 

OU deploy with sleds. Such deploy. 

Were fun in winter to test the capabilities 
crit, arrows, and Army forces 

оор carrier squadrons would be 

lo Alaska to provide routine arit and 

forte Alaskan Ar Command. 


Yukon 
(Operation Yukon, the &2nd TCG pro 
»Quadrons and a акаа аста 1o 
Фе company of infantry and thew 
Yom McChord AFB to Bg 
& Ада in January 1948. The troops wore 
ofthe and itary Drvision 

Моол was included as part of 
along he flowing route. McChorc 
Blensburg - Spokane - Coeur d Nene 
Superior - Missoula - Cra Inter 

| биз Рив - Cut Bank - Letnbridge 

i Fanhold - Edmonton - Whitecourt 

| Palle - Fon St John - Beaton River 
Вл Fiver - Watson Lake White 

= Влад - Northway Tanacross 

М Рыба. Sum - Taikeotna 


ейи stops wore made at Groat 
оп, and Elmendort.On the return 
route was town, 
тоор enplaned at McChord 
at Emmondori АРВ. whereas 
ноор enpianed at Elmendorf ana 
[McChord 


[узе period beginning in Apri 
(find TCG deployed to Pope AFB, 
jit participated in Operation Assem. 

this deployment, the unit trained 


by 
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tioned at nearby Fort Bragg. Not only did the 
units personnel gain valuable experience in 
logistical planning during the preparation of a 
Wing Loading and Movement Plan in preparing 
for the move to Pope, they had their first oppor: 
tunity to participate in actual tactical situations. 
While deployed, the 62nd engaged in both tac 
tical flying and living under field conditions 
involving: Operations - Formation Flying. Ре 
drops, Resupply Missions; Support - Field 
‘Administration, Maintenance, Subsistence, 
Movement, Sanitation, Medicine. 

During this deployment the unit dropped 
(655 paratroops and 425,346 Ib of cargo. The 
results of Operation Assembly gamered the 
62nd TCG a letter of commendation from the 
Chief of Staff of the USAF, Gen Hoyt S Van- 
denberg, 


Pirato Packet 
Chance Vought aircraft had developed a new 
single-engined fighter for the US Navy, known 
‘as the XF6U-1 Pirate, The new jet-propelied air- 
craft was designed to replace the piston-pow 
‘ered Chance Vought F4U Corsair. The Vought 
craft plant was at Stratford, CT. The runways 
at the field were very short, and the under-pow- 
‘ered Pirate would not have been able to take off 
from there. А solution was at hand with the 
USAF. 

‘The date, 21 June 1946, commemorated the 
13th anniversary of the Chance Vought Com- 
pany. The Pirate was unveiled and named on 
this occasion. Several days later, the Pirate was 
disassembled and covered in a tarpaulin. It was 
then stuffed into the largest transport capable 
of carrying ìt - a C-82 Packet. А second С-82 
was employed to carry spares for the XF6U-1 
The maiden flight of the Pirate occurred when 
the C-82 took off from Stratford and headed to 
Muroc Dry Lake where the Pirate was reassem- 
bled for the fight test program. 


Fighter Rotation Support 
The 82nd Fighter Group (SAC), equipped with 
North American P-51H Mustangs, had been 
deployed to Ladd AFB, AK for cold weather 
training since 14 April 1948, The 62nd TOG dis- 
patched 28 C-82s on 1 July to Ladd AFB for the 
82nd's redeployment to Grenier AFB, NH. The 
complete movement of 505 personnel and 
217.088 of equipment was accomplished 
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‘between 2 and 6 July. The 62nd was given only 
48 hours notice for the mission. The successful 
planning and execution of the mission in such 
а short period were a testament lo the high 
‘state of operational readiness of the 62nd TOG. 


Pass the Ammunition 
When an urgent requirement for ammunition 
arose at Rapid City AFB, SD, the 62nd was 
asked to provide the arit. A force of 31 C-B2s. 
was employed in transporting 243,601 Ib of 
0.50 caliber ammunition in a 36-hour period 
between 16 and 17 July 1948. This was most 
likely in support of the 28th Bombardment 
Group's B-29 deployment to RAF Scampton 
between July and October 1948. 

А similar mission was flown on 16 July when 
31 C-82s from the 62nd TCG were dispatched 
1o Wendover AFB, UT; Smoky Hil AFB. KS; and 
Rapid City AFB, SD to airit both spare R3350. 
‘engines and ammunition to the 92nd Bom- 
‘bardment Group at Spokane АРВ, WA. The 
‘92nd had recenty returned trom a deployment. 
10 Yokota AB, Japan. Visibility was good and 
the mission was flown in formation 


Operation Maylitt 
In January 1949, a severe blizzard struck the 
Northwest and reached as far east as 
Nebraska. Cattle were dying from the severe 
сою and a lack of food. Ranchers were con- 
cemed about the potential loss for their indus- 
tty. Particularly hard hit were places in eastern 
and central Nevada. H was estimated that 
45,000 cattle and 165.000 sheep were in imme- 
diate danger. Highway crews tried their best to 
‘gain access to the areas, but their efforts wore 
Мише. They would no sooner clear а portion of 
highway when the winds would heap drifts of 
‘snow back over their work. The secretary of the 
United Stockmen's Association of Nevada, 
George Swallow, prevailed upon then Gover- 
nor Vail Pittman, who in turn called Nevada 
Senator Pat McCarran. The senator conferred 
with Air Force general officers. As a result 
Мај Gen John E Upston, Fourth Air Force Com- 
mander, ordered the 62nd TCG at McChord 
AFB, WA. into action. Previously, this same unit 
had flown medical supplies and food to the 
scene of the Texas City explosion disaster and. 
‘done the same and provided air evacuation lo 
flood victims at Vanport. Oregon. 


This 316th TCG ship, s/n 45-75, has yellow vi 
ATA Texan ls taxying up behind the Packet. 
WT Latins va MSGI D W Menard | 

Оп 23 January 1949, 17 C-82s departed 
McChord for McClellan AFB, near 
СА. The US Navy had given permission for 
unit to use tho remote field at NAS Fallon 
western Nevada. State highway crews 
around the clock clearing the runways 
preparation for the arrival of the Packets, 

The frst plane to arive from McClellan 
piloted by Capt Doyal Saye, liaison office 
the operation. His co-pilot was ЕЛ1 Peteri 
an RAF exchange plot. Berry had flown on 
similar mission in England when the 
part of that country was snowbound the 
ous year. Berry was amazed at the di 
involved in Operation Нау. He stated, ' 
leg ol this fight would have put us way ол 
sea in England 

The catiemen were not pleased with the! 
thatthe Air Force was tasked to help them, 
they could see were the snow-covered 
and wanted them cleared for normal 
They believed that any airdrop would bel 
te 100 late. Apparently they lacked any 
ol arpower. 

‘810130 hours on 24 January, the frst oad 
hay arrived at Fallon Field, By 0930 tho fi 
16 C-82s that had overnightod at М 
этед. The ships came in at 10-minute 
vals, А Ely, 210 air miles away and 1 hourd 
minutos later, tho second aircraft landed 
the runway was being plowed, Control on 
Jey runway was touchy at best The aircraft 
ded into a bank of snow atthe side ofthe 
way. The crew managed to align the 
and get it to the ramp with a dragging 
They unloaded and got the ship badd 
McCiolan for repairs 

The ranchers complained that their 
would be lost. National Guard personnel 
to redistribute the hay to the ranches, 
Col Аана! ‘Doc’ Willams ordered three ой 
nine arcraf to take the farmers aboard to 
them for an airdrop. After these drops tha 
lemen and the press wore quick to gv 
accolades: The air age has come to 
ing..only possible way to save the stock. 
vation of the Ivestock industry 

There were problems. was cold - 90" 
zero al night. The gas trucks at NAS 
broke down. Maintenance taciities were 
ing. The US Navy dispatched a pair of! 
with 80,000 gallons of gasoline кот 
Alameda to help. Col Wiliams ordered, 
ca, men, and equipment. Ti 
were дош! — field elevation at NAS 
is 4000f above sea level; and 6; 
Ely. The feld elevation translated to a 
Power loss because the manifold 
drops at the rate of 1 inch per 1, 
altitude, intially they flew at 54,0006 
weight, but by the second day тај 
reduced to 52000ib. The runway 
Fallon was 7.0008: gl EN, ayes 6 
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1 
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j- 
L between Falon and Ely ranged 
я 18000-12.0008 in elevation, with nothing 
4 desoaie, rocky, frozen desert wasteland 
tho route. 
et МВ ofthe hay bales varied from 60-1501 
х) nial tho crews used bathroom scales. 
as бет prior to loading. When this 
E Idown the process. they opted to guess 
м. Weight and hope to achieve a reasonable 
ot lol gravy loading of each arcraft Even 


куюла! storms, the 2nd TCG managed 
10000001 of hay 
доли ten C-82s were provided by the 
ТОВ at Greervito, SC. Their job was to 
between McCiolan, Minden and Ely 
Фа lack of acies at Fallon Hay was 
fown (o Catone in southeastorn Nevada 
and redstnbuton 
IM looked bleak by 29 January, and 
legstatve committee prevaied 
һе Governor for more assistance. They 
atthe hayit «оша have to continue 
llo six weeks. The Governor in tum pat 
President Harry 5 Truman. The Presi 
"Md that the storm disastor ‘makes it 
that he fll resources of the Federal 
be mobilized to furnish such 
‘assistance as can be made 
Federal agencies. in essence, he had 
(Operation Нам a blank check 
7 February the storms had ceased and 


had flown more than 1,600 hours, covering 

‘over 270,000 miles, dropping an estimated 

4244,000 1b ot hay, saving 300,000 head of cattle 
Governor Vail Pittman was зо impressed 

with the pertormance of the airiters, that each 

Participant received an executive certificate. 

stamped with the State of Nevada Seal and 

signed by the governor. The certificates read 

CERTIFICATE 

In recognition of the courage, skil, and devotion 

to duty displayed in assisting oitizens of the 

State of Nevada ın combabng the blizzards and. 

intenso cold of the winter of 1948-1949, and in 

‘acknowledgment of Ie vial service rendered 

to the Wwestock industry of Nevada in the 

preservaton of great numbers o cate through 

the medium of Operation Hayli 

1, Val Pitman, Governor of Nevada, on behalf 

ofthe gratetu ctzons of tha State. do declare 

(Name of Recipient) of the United States Air Force. 

an Honorary Citizen of the State of Nevada, and 

do bespeak for him the appreciation of the men 

ol good wil everywhere. 


Domestic Deployment 
During а domestic operation, nine C-82 Pack 
eis from the 314th TCG airifted the 18508 
Mobile Communications Squadron trom Tinke 
АРВ, OK to Eglin AFB, FL во that the commu 
‘ications unit could participate in war games 
They transported 99000010 of equipment | 
one it. This was the first time 8.500 Ib radiotele 
type units had been carried on twin-engine 
Aircraft. The 1850th's jeeps wore also carrie 
on the aii, The loading was completed withi 
throe hours, and the aircraft arrived at Egli wit 
the 1850th's equipment four hours later 


Operation Vittles - Tho Bertin АМИ 

Aififing large pieces of equipment during th 
Berin АМИ was a difficult task unti five C-82 
from the 80th TCG at Wiesbaden AB, West Gei 
many, joined the operation. The C-82s carro 
Joops, earth graders, aircraft engines, rock crush 
ors, fuol-sorvicing units, heavy generators, stean 
rollers, ambulances, snowplows, steam shovels 
cement maers, communications equipment, air 
craft control surlaces, and a variety of othe 
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pieces of equipment. In one instance, a Ground 
Controlled Approach (GCA) radar unit was bro- 
ken down into two pieces and carried on a pair of 
C-82s, then reassembled and placed into opera- 
tion at Tempelhof Airport in Berlin. 

Most of the automobiles airlifted out of Berlin 
were flown on board the C-82s. These cars 
were purchased by aircrews in Berlin and flown 
out on the Packets that had their clamshell 
doors removed. In one instance, a C-82 lost an 
engine and the crew had to jettison the car, 
resulting in a personal loss for the айттап. 


The 60th Troop Carrier Group in Europe 
The 60th TCG, based at Rhein-Main, West Ger- 
талу, provided much of the intra-theater airlift 
using C-82s. Three squadrons comprised the. 
(60th TCG - the 10th, 11th, and 12th TCSs. While 
the 10th and 12th were equipped with 14 C-82s. 
‘each, the 11th had 13. The Miltary Air Transport 
‘Service provided the pipeline from the ZI to. 
Europe, while the 60th moved the cargo and 
‘personnel throughout Europe. During a typical 
month, the 60th's airplanes would range from 
Tripoli in North Africa, in support of fighter units. 
deployed there for training, to Oslo, Norway, юг 
‘demonstrations of American power, The group 
would support British paratroop training exer- 
cises at Abingdon and Aldershot, England or 
the French at Lourdes, or Strasbourg in France, 
ог Philipvile in North Africa. In addition, they 
supported the US Seventh Army in Europe. The 
‘60th TCG commander was Lt Col Jay D Bogue, 


borne Haif-Brigade and members of the French 
Foreign Legion, five C-82s from the 60th TCG 
airited them from Philipville, Algeria to prac- 
tice establishing an aerial beachhead and pro- 
viding perimeter defense. Maj Dixon Ато! 
commanded the detachment of C-82s, while 
French General Jean Noiret led the French 
contingent. During the four-day exercise, the 
C-82s made 1,800 paratroop drops and poured 
out tons of equipment from the aircraft without 
their clamshell doors. Language was the only 
major barrier to the operation that went off with- 
ош one casualty. 

During Operation Umbrella, there was a lack 
‘of bombers to act as aggressors for a test ofthe 
fighter defenses. To support this operation, the 
‘60th TCG's C-82s acted as incoming bombers. 

Two C-82s from the 60th TCS were tasked 
with the grueling assignment of flying sched- 
uled round-trip resupply missions across the 
‘Atlantic as part of Project Redhead. The 2nd 
‘Bombardment Wing, based at Hunter AFB, GA, 
deployed its operational component, the 2nd. 
Bombardment Group, to RAF Lakenheath and 
RAF Upper Heyford for a 90-day period in the. 
‘summer of 1952. Project Redhead was to test. 
the viability of SAC bombers operating from a. 
forward operating location using flyaway kits 
for spares. There were concerns over repien- 
ishing critical parts in order to continue high 
dispatch reliability. The intrepid C-82 crews 
flew the priority spares from the Warner Robins. 
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Air Materiel Depot at Robins AFB, Georgia. As 
а result of this logistical support, the Aircraft 
Out of Commission-Parts (AOCP) rate dropped 
from 1 1.28% to 0.65% for the B-50Ds and from. 
32.5% to 1.73% for the KB-20s — a marked 
improvement by any standards 

‘Approximately one-third of the missions ofthe 
бо ТСО were flown in support of fighter train- 
ing in Tripoli During one month they flew 25 аг 
‘evacuation missions, and another 25 devoted to 
French training. They searched for a B-29 down 
in the Mediterranean, and a C-124 lost over the 
North Atlantic. A particularly tense operation was 
the search for a US Navy PB4Y-2 Privateer shot 
‘down by the Russians over the Baltic Sea. Flying 
the Bern Corridor was no piece of cake 
because Soviet fighters routinely made harass- 
ing runs at the unarmed transports. The exigen- 
дез of the Korean War had an impact on the 
operations of the 60th TCS. Spare parts short: 
ages resulted in back orders of as much as two 
‘months. Because of other global commitments 
of the USAF, the 60th's Packets were two years 
overdue for a major overhaul, but the mainte- 
nance personnel kept them flying. 


375th Troop Carrier Wing Activation 
‘The 375th TCW, a Reserve unit, operated C-A6. 
‘Commandos from the Greater Pittsburgh 
Airport, PA. The unit was ordered to active ser- 
vice on 15 October 1950, and relocated to. 
Greenville АРВ, SC, arriving a day later. The 
375th immediately transitioned onto the C-82, 
which they operated in suppor of the US Army 
Infantry School airborne missions at Fort Ben- 
ning, Georgia. Assigned to the wing was the 
375th TCG with its components - 55th, 58th, 
and 57th TCSs. The wing was inactivated on 14 
July 1952, returned to Reserve status, and reio- 
cated to Pittsburgh where it reverted to Curtiss 
Сава. 


64th Troop Carrier Group 

The 64th TCG, stationed at Donaldson AFB, 
SC, achieved a major milestone on 20 August 
1952, when they made the largest all С-82 air- 
drop. The wing sent its aircraft to Pope AFB, NC 
for a demonstration that was witnessed by 
cadets кот West Point and military attaches 
from 39 countries. During this mission. 2,160. 
paratroops were dropped along with heavy 
equipment including trucks, jeeps, and how. 
itzers. Ай personnel and ай o the heavy equip- 
ment landed within the drop zone. The only 
‘casualties were six paratroops who reported 
sight sprains. 

‘The 64th TCG flew two emergency relief mis- 
sions during October 1952. First, a C-82 was 
dispatched to Eglin АРВ, Florida where it was 
loaded with a Sikorsky H-5 Dragonfy heli- 
copter and 10 personnel кот Eglin for onward 
movement to Tegucigalpa, Honduras. Later 
that month one of the group's aircraft went to 
Wilmington, NC to make an emergency airlift of 
fire-fighting equipment to Charleston, WV. 

When a Reserve C-119 unit, the 443rd TCW. 
was inactivated at Donaldson AFB, SC on 8 


January 1953, the 64th TOG was tasked м 
moving 270,000 of organizational eguipme 
to Altus AFB, OK for use by the newly activa 
63rd TCW, Regular Air Force unit assigned 
the Eighteenth Air Force (TAC), at that ba 
The cargo ви continued into February. 

Оп 25 January 1953, 10 C-82s from the 6 
‘TCG were assigned to airift equipment belon 
ing to the 966th Fighter Bomber Wing fro 
Alexandria AFB, LA to Grifiss AFB, NY, ! 
‘Operation Coldspot. Aircraft from the 64th TC 
‘and the 465th TOW, а C-119 unit stationed 
Mitchel AFB, NY provided courier serv 
throughout the exercise. 

During one mission for Operation Colds 
ıa C-82 trom the 64th TCG was airfting a dun 
‘ruck to Grifiss AFB, The truck was load 
їп such а manner that the crew could п 
have gotten to the troop doors in the clamsh 
‘doors for bailout in the event of an emergen: 
in addition, the clamshell doors could n 
be removed in fight thereby precluding 
‘option for jetisoning the truck. While enrou 
to Griffiss, the No? engine failed and the а 
craft began losing аййиде. Fortunately for 
aboard, the pilots were able to make a si 
cessful emergency landing. 


C-82 DRAWDOWN 


As the Douglas C-54 Skymasters and Cl 
‘Globemaster lls entered into troop carrier un 
within the ZI, the Fairchild C-82 Packets wê 
‘phased out of the troop carrier business 
late 1949. Sixteen of the 62nd TCG's 
were transferred to the 60th TCG at Rhoir 
‘AB, West Germany during October 1949. 


Fourteenth Air Force, Smyrna AFB, GA. 
remaining C-82s were reassigned to MATS. 

C-82s in Troop Carrier Command were 
drawn from the following units as they 
equipped with newer aircraft, as shown: 


ungainly and awkward ugly duckling. t 
the Post World War Two active duly 
Not only did it айога crews an ор 
expand on a mission performed during 
War Two, but to perfect global al- 

ations. In addition, the airplane 
humanitarian missions. 

The civilian exploits of the C-82 are 
in Chapter scanned 
by 
alfetta (2007) 


Chapter 3 


Procurement, Production 


large-scale government procurement pro 
is akin to birthing an elephant when all ot 
(diverse elements involving procurement, 
V and politics are taken into account. 
USAF/Farchid C-82 Packet and C-119 
Boxcar programs are exceptional exam 
oltheinterweavings ofthese elements and. 
they can get downright nasty when the 
тк of people is involved. 


а PRODUCTION 


Were two major manufacturers involved 
ducing the C-119, Fairchild Aircraft that 


manufacturer that became ап 
ina volatile aircraft program 


Aircraft 
8 Aircraft had been in business since 
producing a variety of civilian aircraft. 
[Gf which were adapted for military use 
d in relatively small numbers. 

Мона War Two came about, the US. 
preferred to deal with its estab- 
aircraft manufacturers such as Boeing. 


and Political Problems 


Consolidated, Curtiss, 
Lockheed, North American and Piper. Conse 
quently. Fairchild was relegated to building sin 
gie- and twin-engined trainers at a prodigious 
rate as their contribution to the war effort 
Fairchid's wartime production totals are given 
in the table below 


Douglas, Grumman, 


Requirements 
At the direction ol Headquarters ААР, Air 
Materiel Command (AMC) at Wright Patterson 
AFB, OH presented the AAF requirements for a. 
new tactical transport to the AMC Engineering 


уела n id 


y Aeronca, 189 by Howard Аксай C 


05 by 81 


Fairchild tactory personnel complete the forward 
fuselage of this C-119 on their Hagerstown, MO 
ramp. For ventilation, the cockpit windows and. 
Astrodome are open. i Fore Association 


Division to develop a detailed airplane speci 
cation. it was up to the Engineering Division to 
initiate contracts with industry in the form of a 
request for proposal (RFP), Engineering was 
responsible for a manufacture of experimental 
items, for preparation of specifications to 
secure uniformity and acceptable quality where 
standardization was possible, and for testing of. 


"Belanca in New Caste, DE: and 30 by McDonnell п St Louis, MO. 


44 by St Louis Aran St Louis, MO. 


до IL and 83 by let п Carada. 
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prototype models produced by the manufac 
turers. In the case of the C-82 Packet, there was 
а sole source contract issued to the Fairchild 
Aircraft Division at Hagerstown, MD. 

AMC's Production Division interfaced with 
both the Engineering Division and the aircraft 
‘manufacturers. As design changes were devel 
oped by the Engineering Division, it was up to 
the Procurement Division to schedule and 
implement the changes into the manufacturer s 
production line. The folks in the Production 
Division were go-getters and looked for the 
most expeditious means of implementing the 
changes - it was a challenge to them. A situa 
tion that exists to this day began during World 
War Two when the Production Division 
accused the Engineering Division of being too 
slow and too concerned with minor refine 
ments. Conversely, the Engineering Division 
‘complained that the Production Division did 
not consult with them often enough, and many 
times ignored their advice. 

It was the responsibilty of the Procurement. 
Division, made up largely of attorneys, to draft 
the language employed in each of the con 
tracts. Many of them lacked the technical 
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‘expertise to comprehend the battles between 
the Engineering and Production Divisions. 

The requirement for a tactical transport 
drove a decision to procure 100 C-82As from. 
Fairchild and open a new plant in Dallas, TX for 
North American to build 792 C-82Ns. Both 
companies commenced production in January 
1945. When World War Two came to an end in 
August 1945, the North American contract was 
canceled, with only three C-82 being built. By 
June that year, Fairchild had been awarded a 
contract to build an additional 100 C-82As. 

Initial testing of the С-82 appeared so 
promising that the USAAF awarded Fairchild 
тап initial contract for 100 aircraft before testing 
had been completed. Tactical flying soon 
revealed several undesirable characteristics. 
The main objection was lack of vision afforded 
the pilots when approaching a drop zone. The 
nose-high atttude of the airplane obliterated 
the view of the drop zone. This same condition 
occurred during a landing, making runway vis 
ому dificult. In addition, the Air Force began 
demanding that the aircraft have a greater load 
Wing capabiity and an increased cargo vol 
ume capacity. The crew visibility problems 


required a redesigned cockpit; while the lo 
capability necessitated new engines. A wid 
fuselage was needed to meet the cargo capa 
ity requested by the USAAF. All of the 
requirements resulted not in a modified C-82 
but an entirely new airplane that would be de 
ignated the C-119 Flying Boxcar. 

The C-82A was limited to 54.000 gro 
weight at take-off. To raise this limitation wh 
using the R-2800-85 powerplant would result 
an airplane taking off at critical single engi 
ceiling. It was suggested that the engines I 
replaced with Pratt & Whitney R-4360 engin 
driving four-bladed Hamilton Standa 
reversible propellers; thereby permitting 
64.000 maximum gross take-off weight. U 
of these engines necessitated a redesign of 
wing center section, outer wing paneis, forwa 
fuselage, engine mounts, and landing ge 
Fairchild Aircraft indicated to the Air Force th 
these changes might also necessitate lengi 
‘ening of the tailbooms and only wind tum 
testing would prove this, The longer tailboon 
would be necessary for stability and cont 
reasons. Because of the similarity between t 
C-119A and the C-82A, the decision was mac 
that wind tunnel testing would not be ре 
formed by either the USAAF or Fairchild 


Coping with Deficiencies 
Because the requirement for a new tacto 
transport was so urgent, there was no time 
adequately test а prototype or a series | 
‘service evaluation aircraft prior to entering pt 
duction. To correct the deficiencies encou 
tered with the C-82, major changes wi 
recommended for the airplane - so many th 
a new designation, C-119, was issued. 

In late October 1946, the Procurement Di 
sion informed the Engineering Division th 
Fairchild believed that the C-119A would 4 
unstable and that a 4f extension would | 
required for the booms. Fairchild had futh 
suggested wind tunnel tests of a scaled-do 
model. The Chief of the Aircraft Laborato 
Engineering Division, stated that wind tung 
testing would not be required to determine? 
proper configuration for obtaining satisïai 
stability and control characteristics for the d 
craft. He went on to say that the 4ft boom ed 


C-82A, s/n 45-57769, was extensively modified) 
become the sole XC-119A, bearing the same 
serial number. The name on the nose reads 
Fairchild C-119 Packet, hence some of the 
confusion in the name Packet being carried 
to the Flying Boxcar. An instrumentation i 
‘was installed beneath the outboard portion ol 
the right wing. Note the extremely long nose 
esr door, Ar Force Museum АКАДО 


This In-flight view of the XC-119A reveals the 


would offset the destabilizing effect of the 
lol the center of gravity, and that the 
"ora with the extended booms 
approximate that ofthe C-82A. However, 
ithe C-119 was committed to production, it 
á dihat he stabilty ofthe C-119 did 

[approximate the stability of the С-82А. 
On 26 November 1946, Headquarters AAF 
diora complete cost estimate for installing 
‘engines on the C-82 in lieu of the 
'engines. They also asked for a com- 
redesign of the cockpit and landing 
Е Fairchid's proposal for $868,269 to 
the modifications was forwarded 
Но Headquarters AAF on 17 December. 
figures did not include the C-82 that was 
фе fumished by the AAF for the retrofit 
g the cost ol the aircraft. but adding in. 
cost of government furnished equipment 
the program was expected to be around 
1000. On the following day, Maj Gen 
се C Craigie, head of the AMC's Engi 
Q Division, stated that the modified air 
should include all changes necessary to 
he requirements of Troop Carrier Com 
(He went on to say that, while this effort 
amount to a major redesign, t would be 
‘expeditious and far cheaper in the long 
f several milion dollar than entering into. 

оп for a replacement aircraft 


2 October 1946 proposal submitted by 
suggested instalation of either R 4360. 
wih single stage, variable speed 

chargers or R-£360.35 engines with single 
— speed superchargers. Because the 
engines were not avaiable, AMC rec 


using the 4960-4 engines. 
changes were recommended by the 
Mockup Inspection Boards thereby 
Раса to submit a new specication 

February 1947 wth the once increasing 

6584269 to $1,214,814 per вистой 
added othe specication resulted па 

слива in he price to $1,255,187. Sub 

n negotations resulted in a price reduc: 

Û 31230473, pormiting Farchid a 7% 

Youbmited on 13 August 1947) 

August 1947, the AAF Aircraft and 
Board decided that the cargo com 
should be widened to accommodate 
Wide ground vehicle. Because this 

опсате in too lat, the C-82A converted 

119A dd not have this change. During 

HOSA, serial number 45-57769, was 

io lower the fighideck and move it for 
déete the ventral fins, and install 
ря 43604 engines. Additional windows 
dded io the nose to enhance drop zone 
| Tis modified airrame was redesig 
fas th C-119A. On 17 December 1947, 
made its frst fight. This lasted 
and 45 minutes. 


Early Problems. 
Shortly into the flight test program of the 
C-119A, a number of stability and control prob- 
lems and some structural deficiencies were 
discovered. Directional control was less on the 
new airplane than it had been on the C-82A, a 
condition that was exacerbated during engine- 
ош conditions. Critical asymmetric power con 
ditions resulted, thereby causing the pilot to 
exert very high rudder pedal forces in order to 
maintain directonal control It was found that 
the principal cause of plot-error accidents with 
the C-82A was poor single-engine technique 
used by pilots accentuated by the inherent 
marginal directional stability characteristics of 
the aircraft. While Fairchild considered the 
C-1198 to be an improvement over the C-82 in 
this respect, the Air Force never agreed. 

Test plots fying the C-119A discovered that 
when making a lai-low take off or landing. it was 
possible to sinke the ventral fin on the runway 
To preclude such tai stnkes, Fairchid removed 
the ventral fins, thereby further exacerbating the. 
engine out directional control problem 

About six months prior to the first fight of the 
C-119A, t was noted that there would be a five 
month gap between production of the last 
C-82A and the first C-119B because a produc- 
Боп contract would not be let until alter the 
C-119A had been buit and test-fiown. Such a 
production gap would result in an estimated 
$4,000,000 contract price increase because 
the manufacturer would have to rebire and train 
laid-off factory personnel. As a result, Fairchild 
was authorized to produce an addtional 20 
C-82As in order to keep the production line 
open during the C-119A fight test program. On 
25 November 1947, Fairchild was awarded а 
contract for the production and delivery of the 


first 12 C-119Bs. This contract was let 22 days 
prior to the first fight of the C-119A. 
The C-1 1B was a further redesign that per- 
accommodation of a 96inch wide 
ground vehicle in the cargo bay. Power was 
provided by a pair of Pratt & Whitney R-4360-20 
engines. each capable of producing 3,250hp. 
at 2.700rpm on take-off 


meted 


Structural inadequacies 
Structural problems plagued the C-t19s. 
Between January 1950 and July 1951, there 
were 22 C-119 accidents that wore attributed to 
material failure, This figure equated to 60% of 
all C-119 accidents during this period. The 
majority of these failures involved tail surfaces 
and booms 

Several near-accidents resulted from failure 
ofthe vertical fins while in fight. In one instance. 
а C-119 was flying near the coast of France 
when the crew noticed some unusual noises. 
The crew chief went aft to investigate. Through 
the intercom he advised the flightdeck of his 
findings and he bailed out of a troop door. The 
flightdeck crew followed his example. The hor- 
izontal stabilizer separated from a boom and 
the airplane crashed just off the shore. Boom 
failures were believed to be the result of rough 
field operations, hard landings, turbulence, 
and prop wash encountered in formation fying 
As a result, BuAer requested a 50% increase in 
boom strength to satisfy the 140-knot critical 
design load maneuver criteria. While these 
changes were incorporated on all RAQ-15, the 
USAF did not go along with these modifications 
initially. When Navy flight testing proved the 
validity of the changes, the USAF initiated а 
similar program. It should be noted that ай of 
these changes had an impact on ho aircraft 

scanned 
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operating empty weight, thereby affecting its 
payload capability. 

In addition to the poor single-engine control 
‘characteristics, the C-119 was noted for poor 
single-engine performance. At 71,800Ib, the 
C-1198 would not climb at any altitude, nor 
could it turn without losing altitude. It had. 
extremely poor go-around performance. At 
60.0001, the performance was slightly more 
factory. While somewhat better, tho 
C-119C also had unsatistactory single-engine 
performance at higher gross weights. It was 
‘subsequently recommended that the C-1198 
be limited to a maximum allowable gross 
weight of 68,7001b, and the C-119C be limited 
10 72,3001b so that the airplane could meet the 
requirement fora 1 108 per minute climb on one 
engine. These conditions stil exceeded tho 
design weight of 64,0001b. 

In addition to the poor control characteristics, 
and performance, the C-119 had extremely 
poor rudder and aileron effectiveness at low 
speed, inducing crew fatigue and dangerous 
formation flying characteristics. Also, Tactical 
Air Command had established a maximum 
drop speed that was 10 knots below the safe 
single-engine speed. (The speed was ostab- 
lished to reduce payload scatter over the drop 
zone.) This operating procedure placed the 
operational pilot in the position of not being 
able to fly at a safe speed in order to jettison his 
cargo if forced to feather an engine during the 
drop. 

Propeller problems plagued the eady 
C-119s. The initial production batch of C-1 1985. 
was not accepted by the USAF until Hamilton. 
Standard could eliminate the oil leakage prob- 
lem. Approximately five months after initial 
deliveries of the airplanes, a series of runaway 
props was experienced due to failures in the 
pitch change gear teeth. In addition, stress 
cracks developed in the blades. Blade failure in 
flight resulted in runaway props or the enti 
prop departing the airplane. Because of these 
stress cracks, the blades were stripped of paint 
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so that the cracks could be more readily 
‘detected. Hamilton Standard eventually made 
the necessary design changes in order to elim 
inate these problems. improper curing of the 
cellular plastic rubber core was cited for some. 
of the prop failures. 

Between 1 January 1950 and 1 July 1951 
С-119 were involved in 38 major and eight 
minor accidents, resulting in 13 aircraft being 
destroyed and 25 experiencing major damage 
with a loss of 36 lives. These material losses 
totaled $9,558,123. A combination of design 
errors and unrealistic operating procedures 
were the causes of many of these losses, Sta 
tistical data on the mishaps for both the C-82 
and C-119 may be found in Appendix 1 


Procurement and Production 
To fil the possible five-month gap between 
production of the C-82A and the C-1198, Head. 
quarters ААР accepted the second plan for 20 
additional C-82As, without any cockpit modif 
cations, for the FY 48 procurement program. 

Fairchild submitted a proposal to Headquar. 
ters USAF (the USAF replaced the AAF on 17 
‘September 1947) on 16 October 1947 for 
$22,985,715, which included 37 C-119Bs, 
spare parts, handbooks and data, and ground 
support equipment. The first С-1198 was to be 
delivered in December 1948 at an average unit 
price of $558,745. Because the С-1198 had 
46.4% commonality with the C-82A and much 
о! the same tooling could be utilized, the unit 
price was significantly lowered. The contract 
gave Fairchild a 10% prof. 

Оп 28 March 1948, the Govemment issued 
notices terminating its two facilities contracts 
with Fairchild, effective 31 August 1949, and 
replaced the three previous contracts with a 
new facilities contract on 1 September 1949. 
Maj Gen Orval А Cook, AMC's Director of Pro- 
curement and Industrial Planning, approved 
the contract on 23 September 1949. The new 
contract covered buildings, machinery, equip- 
‘ment, and repaving the runways at a cost of 


On 9 May 1950, C-119C-13-FA, s/n 49-126, 
carried a completely assembled spare outboard 
‘wing panel for a damaged C-119 from 
Hagerstown, MD, to Camp Campbell, KY. The 
‘spare panel, weighing 1450 1b, was loaded 
without the wingtip, fuel cells, or aileron. 
Dimensions for the part were approximately 33 
in length, 8 at the tip and 13ft at the root. The 
root end protruded about TOR Sin from the af 
‘end of the cargo compartment. Three wooden 
cradies, cables and bolted plates wore 
employed to lash down the bulky piece of cargo 
The aircraft was piloted by Lt Col $ Е Cleveland 
the Air Force Plant Representative at Fairchild 
‘Similar transport feats were later accomplished 
during the Korean War. Favchid #8-82 via 

A Wooding 


$7,264,000. Reserve equipment valued a 
$186,934 was provided. These changes reva 
ued the Governmentowned facilities а 
$3294298. The facility expansion an 
improvement program was done to permit а 
increase in C-119 production from 10 to 35 a 
стай per month, 

On 18 August 1948, the Navy's Bureau d 
Aeronautics (BuAer) submitted a Miltary Inte 
departmental Purchase Request for the pro 
‘curement of eight C-119Bs, to be designate 
аз R4O-1s. Deliveries were scheduled for om 
aircraft per month, beginning in July 1948 
BuAer had a requirement that all of the inst 
ment panels be changed to met their spec 
tions. To accommodate this req 
production of the R4O-1s was to be compl 
with three aircraft in October 1949 and 
remaining five the following month. AI eight 
craft, with the new instrument panels, 
delivered as the 47th to the 54th prodi 
articles. These aircraft were built under a. 
plemental agreement to the FY 48 program. 
а result of this BuAer order, the USAF was; 
to obtain its 99 previous aircraft with a 
reduction of $471,900, 

During January 1949, AMC advised Fair 
ol its desire to replace the R-4360-20 engi 
with R-4360-20W engines, effective on the: 
airplane. When this change could not be 
diately implemented, it was slipped to the 
production article and resulted in годе 
of the aircraft as the C-119C. On 5 Ја 
1950, a change order was issued (at a cost 
$218,282.01) for installation of R- 
engines on 81 C-119Cs and eight 40-16. 

Оп 31 October 1951, Мај Gen Mark 
Bradley, Deputy Director of AMC's Dit 
of Procurement and industrial Planning 
sion, informed Headquarters USAF that а 
at Wright Aeronautical Corporation had; 
in a slippage of 1,447 R-3350 engines, 
engines were destined for follow-on C-1 
Series aircraft. During the same period, a 
at Douglas Aircraft forced the rescheduling 
C-124 Globemaster II production, resul 
the release of 104 R-4360-20W engines for 
C-119 program. In addition, the Navy һай 
9.4360 engines that were in excess to 
40-1 program. Therefore, 150 R-4 
engines became available for Ffirchid. 
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|, he frst 75 of the 131 C-119Fs were 

гв C-119C The remainder of the 131 
were delivered as C-119F with Wright 
— engines. 

J21 May 1948, the Ar Materiel Command 
Headquarters USAF to approve pro- 
joan additional 99 C-11985. This buy 

ion 3 June. Supplemental Agree- 

Мо, issued on 19 Apri 1948, called for 

atone of the original C-1 198 air- 
ni the XC-120 with a detachable pod 
jAugust 1948, the US Navy's Bureau of 
(Buher) submited a bid for eight 
designated PAO-1s (A for transport, а 
fourth model, O or Fairchild, and - or 
' his model) for use by the US 
Corps 
forts to improve the airplane con 
sTheYC-1190, a detachable pod version 
190, and YC-1196. a similar adapta 
те C-119H, were paper projects oniy. 


Requirements. 
1948, tho Air Materiol Command 
Headquarters USAF to approve pro- 
lan addionai 99 C-1 198s. This buy 
on: June. Supplemental Agree. 
И, ued on 19 April 1948, called for 
olone ofthe original C-1198 ar 
the XC-120 wih a detachable pod. 
1948, the US Navy's Bureau ol 
(Вили) submitted a bid for eight 
‘designated RAQ-15 (Я for transport. 4 
Model, О for Fairchild, and -1 for 
‘of this model), for use by the US 


in engines to the 3,500hp R-4360- 


water injection, resulted in the 
‘changes included the deletion 
horizontai stabilizer tip exten- 
ihe ddion of dorsal fns on top of 
10 enhance drectonal stability 
came with airplane serial num- 
А contract revision with Buor 
Ihe RAO-1s being delivered inthis 
The С.119С frst few in Apri 
War accelerated the need for 
ала as a result, a second source 
fs being the Kaiser Manulactur 
In Wilow Run, ML. A total of 303. 
"buit, the last 41 of this series 
Бу Kaiser. In addition, Fairchild 
[131 RAQ-1s for the Marines. 
outbreak of hostiis in Korea in 
USAF decided that 
requirement for 1,800 С-1196 
their alies. On 20 July 1950, 
met with Fairchild Aircraft 


to discuss an immediate acceleration in C-119 
production. Initially, the USAF had planned to 
give the entre C-119 production run io 
Fairchild. A new order for 36 additional aircraft 
at a total cost of $16,869,809, was given lo 
Fairchild on В December 1950. 

To meet the projected requirement for 1.800 
‘additional С-1198, AMC personnel met with 
Fairchild Aircraft to discuss opening a second 
production line in Omaha. This was in keeping. 
with Pentagon thoughts that key aircraft pro- 
duction should be moved inland as insurance 
against an enemy attack on manufacturing 
facilites near the coasts. It was believed that 
some 15 months would be required to open а 
new faciity in Omaha. 

On 12 October 1950, Brig Gen A H Johnson, 
from AMC's Industrial Planning Division, noli 
fied Headquarters USAF that tno Fairchild plant 
at Hagerstown, Maryland could be expanded 
to produce a maximum of 20 aircraft per month. 
Gen Johnson also advocated that Government 
Plant №8 (at O'Hare Intemational Airport. 
Chicago) be expanded because Fairchild had 
been scheduled to partially occupy the facility 
оп 1 December 1950. General Johnson went 
on to state that: ‘tis hereby certified that other 
suitable capacity for this production is not 
known to this Command, nor is it believed that 
same can be obtained elsewhere at low cost to 
the Government.’ The facility at Willow Run, MI 
had been discounted in his recommendation. 
not because ol the expense, but because AMC 
had already scheduled the facility for the 
medium bomber program. 

During October 1950 AMC submitted a letter 
Io Headquarters Continental Air Command in 
which AMC referred to plans to reactivate the 
Chicago plant for C-119 production. If the plan. 
to reactivate the plant could be stabilized by 
1 November 1950, it was stated that Fairchild 
would ike to occupy part of the facility immedi 
ately 

Оп 25 October 1950, Gen Cook recom. 
mended that Fairchild be issued a contract to. 
‘open the Chicago faciity on 1 December that 


year. On 1 December he reaffirmed his posi- 
Боп, stating that, while Plant No 8 was consid: 
ered to be unsatisfactory and would cost 
15,000,000 to reopen, about half of the costs 
‘could be charged to the MDAP program. 

Three days later General Cook discussed 
the matter with Lt Gen К B Wolfe, AMC Com- 
mander. General Wolfe disagreed with Cook 
because of the undesirable labor market in 
Chicago, and stated that he wanted to establish 
additional production at Marietta, Georgia 

Later that day, Generals Cook, Bradley, and 
Johnson met with other AMC personnol to dis- 
‘cuss the proposed FY 51 procurements. Dur. 
ing this meeting, it was decided that 24 C-119s 
would be built by Fairchild at either Chicago or 
Birmingham, AL. Gen Cook announced that he 
planned to discuss the C-119 program with 
Fairchild. 

On 8 December 1950, Headquarters USAF 
issued Procurement Directive 51-77 directing 
АМС to initiate procurement of 36 С-119 at 
Hagerstown and 113 C-1198 al a yot to be 
determined facility 

Оп 11 December 1950, Headquarters USAF 
directed AMC to open a new production line for 
the C-119, stating that AMC was authorized 

io proceed with those steps which in its 
judgment are necessary to increase potential 
for all-out production of ай components on any 
programmed aircraft. These steps may include, 
but are not limited to, the opening of duplicate 
sources, over-tooling, extra shifts, and addi 
tonal subcontracting.’ This message gave 
AMC а tree hand in awarding a contract to 
whatever producer it chose. For the past two 
months, AMC had been recommending that 
Fairchild produce the aircraft at both Hager- 
stown and at a yet to be determined tacit, 

In November 1951, the order for C-119Gs 
with spares, tooling, and ground support 
‘equipment was increased to 193 aircraft; 50 of 
which were scheduled for Mutual Defense 
‘Assistance Pact (MDAP), On 18 February 1952. 
the order was revised to decrease the C-119Gs 
to 143, increase the MDAP aircraft to 62, and 
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add 45 C-119Gs for the RCAF. By June 1952, 
there were 451 C-1195 in this contract, as 
signed by Maj Gen K E Webber. The total price 
for the aircraft was $80,200,017 - each aircraft 
having a unit price of $259,171. The contract 
allowed Fairchild an 8% profit for the first 188 
aircraft and 8.5% for the remaining 263. 

‘Two test aircraft were ordered on 18 Sep- 
tember 1950: a YC-1190 and a УС-119Е. that 
Would be equipped with a detachable pod. 
‘These aircraft were production line modifica 
tions of the standard C-119C. The YC-1190 
was Io be powered with Pram & Whitney 
R-4360-20W engines, while the YC-1 19E was to 
have Wright R-3350-30Ws. On 26 June 1951. 
the ҮС-1190 was canceled, and the YC-119E 
was placed on hold pending fight test data and 
‘evaluation of the YC-119H - a long-wing ver- 
sion of the basic Flying Boxcar. Then, on 7 
November 1952, Headquarters AMC recom 
‘mended cancellation of the YC-119€ and that 
the airplane be built as a C-119F. Brig Gen WG. 
Baino, from the AMC Procurement Division 
approved a supplemental fixed-price contract 
calling for two additional C-119Gs (at a cost ot 
$713.99) to replace the canceled YC-1190 and 
YYC-119E aircraft 

Fairchild had delivered 78 aircraft by 31 
December 1952, which included eight for the 
ЯСАР and four for MDAP. The C-119Gs were 
delayed by ће months due to difficulties 
‘encountered with the Aeroproducts propellers, 

Another contract was let (on 22 August 1952) 
for 87 C-119Gs, spares, tools, ground support 
‘equipment, and a mobile training unit. The total 
cost of this contract was $30,516,000, with 
deliveries Io be completed between March 
1954 and February 1955. On 31 October 1952, 
the August contract was expanded with a new 
contract for 26 additional C-119s in FY 53. 


Kaiser А Second Source 
During the morning of 5 December 1950, the 
Kaiser Frazer Corporation secured a loan for 
$25,000,000 from the Reconstruction and 
Finance Corporation, Then Henry and Edgar 
Kaiser met for lunch with Under Secretary ofthe 
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‘Air Force John A McCone with whom the 
Kaisers conferred about getting into the aircraft 
‘business. Under Secretary McCone called Gen. 
Wolle into his office where Wolfe suggested 
using Willow Run for the C-119 production. 
Later that afternoon, Col Lee W Fulton, from 
AMC's Procurement and Production Division, 
was called to General Wolle's office, where 
Instruction was given for Col Fulton to accom- 
pany the Kaisers to Hagerstown on the follow: 
ing day. Col Fulton was instructed to; 

‘negotiate with Fairchild management 
regarding turning over to Kaiser-Frazer Corpo- 
ration information. plans, and other aids which 
would be necessary for the development of а 
proposal by Kaiser for the production of C-119. 
airplanes at the Willow Run plant. There is no. 
‘conclusive record to show that General Wolle 
‘tated to Fairchild during the telephone con- 
versation on the afternoon of 5 December 1950. 
that Kaiser would definitely be the second 
source for C-y195 or that Kaiser wanted the. 
data just to submit a proposal. 

When Col Fulton and the Kaisers arrived at 
Hagerstown on the following day, the Fairchild 
representatives were somewhat shocked and 
reluctant to share the requisite data. A Fairchild 
vice president asked what effect a Kaiser pro- 
posal would have on their proposal for using 
the Chicago plant, a proposal already pre 
‘sented to AMC. When Col Fulton called Gen- 
eral Wolfe for clarification, Gen Wolfe stated: 

the Willow Run proposal had nothing to до 
with the Chicago proposal, that they were to be. 
considered as two separate things. 

Оп 15 December 1950, Under Secretary 
McCone met with key USAF and AMC person: 
nel at Wright-Patterson AFB. In response to a. 
‘question by Under Secretary McCone and Lt 
Gen Benjamin W Chidlaw, AMC Commanding 
General, said that И speed was essential, it 
would be better to obtain second sources by 
splitting off from parent organizations. Other: 
wise, the generals believed that it would be 
more advantageous to expand the base 
among other organizations. While Under Sec- 
retary McCone favored giving the contract to 


Things did not always go well! Here C-119C-155 
‘sin 49-162, of the 50th TCS, 314th TCG, has bent 
her booms on landing at Taegu, in October 1950. 
The pilot, Capt Ralph $ Saunders, flew 70 comb 
missions in Korea, went on to become a major 
general in the USAF, and was Commander of the 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service trom 
1974 until his retirement in 1979. The right side ө 
the ship carries some nice nose ar! thal appears 
in color in Chapter 7. The aircraft was repaired 
and flown out. Note tho scaffolding beneath the 
Boom joint forward of the national insignia. In e 
‘background are an F-51 Mustang, F-80 Shooting 
‘Star and T-6 Texan. Subsequently this ship 
‘served with an Air Resupply and Communication 
unit. А Nelson va Mgt D W Menard 


another existing company, Air Force Chiel 
Staff Gen Hoyt Vandenberg believed the 
tract should be awarded Fairchild for pr 
tion at Marietta, GA. Gen Wolfe's objection 
awarding the contract to Kaiser was 
Upon his belief that the plant could be used! 
building larger aircraft. General Chidlaw 
that while Fairchild might object to Kaiser 
named a second source, conversely, 
‘might object to Fairchild being established, 
second source at Marietta. He went on to! 
that the Air Force should use companies 
non-defense production had been reduced | 
the end, Under Secretary McCone stated 
he assumed |t would be proper to 
arrangements for putting the C-119 prod; 
into Willow Run. 
Justification for awarding the С-119 
to Kaiser instead of Fairchild fell into 
categories 
Since Kaiser had cut ts cwilan production by 
50% the C-119 contract was expected to 
Kaiser's skilled labor force intact and in use. 
The trained management and working lorc 
Chicago was not as large as that in tho 
area, 
‘While the Chicago facllty had a production 
potential for 150 aircraft per month, Willow 
had a potential for 265 per month. 
The decision to use the Willow Run ойу. 
line with Gen George C Marshal's policy n 
broadening the base, which was officially 
announced on 18 December 1950. 
There was some fear of losing the Wilowi 
"асту to another service (hat i, Army tank 
production 
Another source stated that the | 
апа Finance Corporation wanted fo assure 
collection on a portion о! its loan to Kaiser; 
те could have been a red пет. 


Оп 19 December 1950, 113 С-1198 
USAF and 21 MDAP C-119Cs were 
from Kaiser at a cost of $122 882.184 
‘same day, a contract letter for $10, 
facilities refurbishment was issued to 

‘The Willow Run plant had been usedi 
during World War Two to produce. 
the war, Kaiser first leased the faciity 
$88,500) and later on 1 December 1 
‘chased it for $15,000,000. А cayeat in 
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Quse alowed the Government о recapture the 
Highs to the facility under the National Security 
(Cause. As was the case in all recapture 
the company in place had the first right 
sal to build whatever the goverment 
ected at that location. Therefore, the Govern 
Was obligated to offer Kaiser the opportu- 
lo produce C-119s once it was decided to 
the Wilow Run facility for such production, 
it could be shown that Kaiser did not 
the capability. To show Kaiser incompe- 
would have been very difficult at tat time. 
award of tho contract, Kaiser reconvertod 
1200000 of the 4,700,000" of plant for 
НО production. The remainder was retained 
jautomotive production 

Even though Fairchild was extremely dis- 
‘with the second source directives 
mised objections to Under Secretary 

| Farchid's president Richard Boute 
o cooperate with Kaiser in the inter 
[ol national defense. On 2 January 1951, Mr 
called on Under Secretary McCone 
that he did not believe that AMC had 
that Kaiser be awarded the sec- 
llource contract. Mr McCone replied that 
(was) in attendance when the 
was reached, (most likely referring. 
15 December 1950 meeting) While 
suggested that all were in agreement. 
lo inform Mr Boutelle that General 
wanted to award the contract to 


Mr Boutelle met with Henry Kaiser, he 

to hand over the required data, citing 

nature. General Wotte immediately 

Ja release sent to Fairchild thereby giving 
по further reason to renege 

‘December 1950, Kaiser was given a 

lo build 36 C-119Cs, with spares, 

and ground support equipment. On 26 

1951, this order was increased to 130 

158 RAO 2s and the $2,000,000 con- 

Increased to $7,110,000. On 9 August. 

бе contract was again changed to a 

‘contract for 130 C-117Fs and 58 

Atal cost of $72,955,414, This con- 

signed by General Bradley. Included 

was $4,267,170 to cover work to 

by Fairchild under the Technical 

Agreement with Kaiser for 1951 

estimated $2,000,000 for 1952 follow: 


B securing a contract to build C-119 at 
Run, Henry and Edgar Kaiser called 
|Соок on 10 May 1951, to advise 

j hey had just purchased a 49% inter- 
ihe Chase Aircraft Company five days 
Chase had recently developed the 
f, Which the USAF was consider 

ja lowon to the C-119. The Kaisers 
they wished to build the C-123s at 


their Wilow Run plant. Upon leaming of the 
Chase purchase by Kaiser, Fairchild's repre- 
sentatives, including ex-Senator Millard Tyd- 
ings of Maryland, went to see Under Secretary 
McCone to voice their objections. They 
believed that Fairchild was teaching Kaiser the 
aircraft business in a field in which the C-123 
was the chief competitor to the C-119. They 
recommended that Kaiser be given the C-123 
program and that Fairchild be given all of the 
C-119 production. 

Later in May 1951, Headquarters USAF 
revised the C-119 program. Kaiser was slated 
to build a limited number of C-119s before tran- 
Siioning into the C-123, and C-119 production 
(by Fairchild) would be transterred to Chicago. 
The limited number of Kaiser С-119 was to be 
a production run of 200 aircraft. Headquarters 
АМС planned to award a contract to Fairchild 
for 50 (peaking at 60) C-119s per month at 
Chcago and 35 per month in Hagerstown 


The contract was amended on 13 Septem- 
ber 1951 to increase the funds to be obligated 
ог expended to $18,000,000. Changes in the 
contract resulted in the purchase of 165 
C.119s for the USAF and another 28 for 
МОАР. Because Aeroproducts propellers were 
to be used, the aircraft were designated as 
C119F5. 

Concems arose over the state of inactive 
portions of Plant No8 in Chicago. The main 
manufacturing area at Plant No8 was perma- 
mentiy occupied and controlled by the Air 
Defense Command. The Procurement Direc- 
torate recommended that all surplus tools at 
Willow Run be shipped to Chicago immedi 
ately. A second problem involved joint AMC. 
ADC jurisdiction of the plant in Chicago. This 
stalemate left AMC and Fairchild hamstrung in 
their attempts to occupy the plant, Because of 
the state of disrepair of unused portions of the 
plant, Fairchild could not айога to insure the 
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facility due to fire risk. Subsequently, ADC had. 
agreed to consider moving to accommodate 
Fairchild activities. AMC believed that $850 000. 
would resolve the fire issues, but the fire under- 
writers disagreed and estimated $2,250,000. 
The issue became moot when AMC decided 
that the extra protection afforded by six sepa- 
rate buildings would not be justified by the cost. 
Оп 11 January 1952, Headquarters USAF 
directed AMC to terminate the Chicago program 
because of a major reduction in C-119 require- 
ments. Four days later, Gen Bradley informed 
the Industral Resources Division that: '...the ter- 
‘mination be accomplished in an orderly fashion 
towards complete renovation of the Chicago 
асу И it is feasible to do so.” He further sug- 
gested that the industrial Resources Division 
‘examine the situation to determine if the plant. 
might be able to be kept on a standby basis. 
Kaiser had been contracted to produce addi- 
tional tooling for the Chicago plant. This issue 
was not addressed by the Headquarters USAF 
directive to terminate the Chicago program. On 
its own initiative, AMC directed Kaiser to ship all 
completed tools requested by Fairchild to 
Hagerstown and to complete any tooling in work 
All of the ordered tools were completed. On 27 
March 1952, the Air Force Plant Representative 
‘at Chicago was authorized to ship the tools 
required by Fairchild in Hagerstown and to 
store the remaining tools at Willow Run. On 7 
May, the representative was instructed to store 
the extra tooling at Chicago. Then, on 2 June, 
he was ordered to ship the extra tooling to Hayes. 
Aircraft in Birmingham, AL where it would be 
used in the C-119 reconditioning program. 


POLITICAL POTBOILER 


Оп 21 May 1952, when plans for the use of the 
Chicago facility were finally concluded, Repre- 
‘sentative Т Р Sheehan, Congressman from the 
Minois 11th District, wrote Gen Edwin W Rawi- 
ings, then AMC commander, requesting infor- 
mation on the termination and the future of the 
plant. He was informed that changing require- 
ments as a result of the Korean War and gen- 
oral international situation dictated that C-119. 
production be reduced. The letter went on to. 
Stato that because Kaiser was far closer than 
the Chicago plant to producing the airplanes, 
Headquarters AMC had decided to terminate 
the less advanced Fairchild program in 
Chicago. While this issue was swiftly and qui- 
tly put to bed, a furious battle was brewing on. 
Capitol Hil 


Congressional Cauldron 
Ал explosion erupted on the floor of the House. 
of Representatives on 21 May 1952, when Rep- 
resentative Avin O'Konski of Wisconsin, under 
the cloak of Congressional immunity, delivered 
a verbal assault on both Henry Kaiser and AMC. 
Не referred to Mr Kaiser as a bloodsucker and 
charged him with swindling the Government by 
charging two to three times more than Fairchild 
for each C-119. In addition, he charged that 
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Kaiser owed $13,590,000 of the $15,000,000 
Joan for the Willow Run taciity. O'Konski 
‘accused former Under Secretary ofthe Air Force 
John A McCone with influence peddling to 
‘enhance Kaiser's financial position. He went on. 
to state that both McCone and the Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corporation stood up for Kaiser to 
keep the company from becoming insolvent. 
(O'Konski's harangued with a сай for an investi 
gation of the Kaiser-Govemment relationships. 

Henry Kaiser made а sworn statement refut- 
ing O'Konski's charges and the statement was. 
read into the Congressional Record on 17 June. 
1952. Kaiser came to Congress to refute the 
allegations and the result was that O Konski 


going public. Representative O Konski agreed 
to give equal publicity to Kaisers rebuttal 
Kaiser issued an 85-page rebuttal to the media. 
with a statement marked ‘trom the office of 
 O'Konski. There was a statement that О Копвкі 
was 'entirely satisfied’ after reading the rebuttal 
and that it ‘completely refutes ай the charges. 
| made.” Kaiser went on to say that because 
O'Konski had agreed that he would make such 
а statement on the floor of Congress, they 
released the document. Later that day, Con- 
gressman O'Konski could not be located for 
‘comment. However, both O'Konski's retraction 
and the report were presented on the floor of 


‘companies and its executives. Any statement 
by Congressman O'Konski to the contrary is. 
just as untrue and insincere as his original erro- 
neous charges.’ 

Then, on 15 August, Representative O'Kon- 
Ski attempted to tear Kaiser's statement apart 
paragraph by paragraph. Concurrently, the 
House Armed Services Committee began hear- 
ings on the Kaiser contracts. In the end, the 
Committee found that the entire issue centered 


because the Ar Force was not getting the 
lanes as cheaply as possible. The senator con- 
tended that the USAF was paying $1,200,000 
per airplane from Kaiser versus $260,000 кот 
Fairchild. He recommended that the Senate 
Appropriations Committee review the Kaiser 
Contracts prior to passing on the Air Force FY 54. 
funding requests. In addition, Senator Bridges 
arranged for the Senate Preparedness Sub- 
committee to investigate the matter, despite the 
fact that the House Armed Services Committee. 
had recommended dropping it. 

Between December 1952 and May 1953, 
investigators for the Senate Preparedness Sub- 
committee gathered information for the Kaiser 


investigation. One of the investigators informed. 
Edgar Kaiser during a vist to Willow Run that: 
"I have told Senator Bridges that can find noth- 
ing wrong with your dealings with the Air Force - 
no collusion, fraudulent action, or acts of uneth- 
са dealings." 

‘On the morning of 2 June 1953, the Senate 
hearings began. Senator Bridges announced. 
that he planned on hearing testimony by former 
Under Secretary McCone (and by Generals 
Cook. Bradley, and Wolfe. At the conclusion of 


called upon. Senator Bridges referred to a 23 
‘October 1950, letter in which Gen Cook had reo: 


site for additional C-1 19 production 
Senator Bridges continued his int 

f Gen Cook, complaining that Cook 

have remembered more of the trar 

which had taken place some two and a 

years earlier. Gen Cook, when pressed for 


‘sel James Anton charged that the general 
‘exhibited a lack of knowledge ог an un 
ness to give it. On 5 June, the hearings 
adjourned for four days to allow the 
to study the testimony, Henry Kaiser asked! 
а public hearing so that he could present 
side of the case. 

The hearings resumed on 23 June 1982, 


C82 Packet and C-119 Flying Boxcar 
their niches in the annals of military 
Regardless of the trials and 


Fairchild C-119 is a twin-engined, twin 
high wing, land monoplane of all metal 
designed for use as a cargo car 
\тоор/рапагоор transport with an aerial 
"delivery system, an air evacuation air 
and a cargo drop airplane with provi 
dor the delivery of both heavy and light 
land supplies. A retractable tricycle 

gear system with a steerable nose- 

Is installed. The four-bladed, constant 
Teversible-pitch propellers are driven 
Раг of supercharged Pratt & Whitney 
engines. The twin booms and empen- 
ме of sufficient height above the ground 
базе of loading of large objects 

the open cargo doors at the aft end of 


compartment has a rectangular cross 
hat permits the carrying of a wide var 
Fol equipment, while the tricycle landing 
бк a level foor to taciitate loading. 

heights four feet above the ground 
height. Large clamshell doors swing 
through an arc of 90° offering сот 
desrance for loading. Paratroop doors 
iin the clamshell doors could be 
n fight for troop drops. For heavy 
drops, tho clamshell doors would be 
80 thatthe cargo could be extracted 

the large opening 


419 Flying Boxcar could be configured 
Jol four missions. 
(Carrier: The C-119C is capable of car 
ihe folowing items: 75mm howitzers, 
Iguns, 40mm anti-aircraft guns and саг 
ноп 6x6 trucks, large and small air 
| Ones and cradles, propellers, and a 
ariel of other military equipment 
the use of special ramps and load. 


Chapter 4 


These engine mechanics were working on the No 2 R-4360 engine on C-119C- 


C-119 Description 


EA, sin 51-2872. 


Note the offset cylinder banks that offered a modicum of cooling tor the rear cylinders. The black 
‘cooling shrouds that covered the cylinders from front to rear also improved cooling airfiow. These 


shrouds may be seen on the platforms of the two workstands. Also note now the removal 


the 


three primary cow! panels affordod access for engine maintenance. USAF 


distributing devices on the cargo floor, the air 
craft could сату 75mm guns and һай tracks, 
and 155mm howitzers. 

Troop Transport: Equipped with 20 folding 
seats along the left side of the aircraft and 22 
seats along the right side, the airplane could 
transport 42 troops or paratroops with their 
‘equipment. An additional 20 troops could be 


ofthe cargo compartment, giving a total capac- 
ity of 62 troops. 
Equipment Drop: The airplanes were 


equipped with an electrically operated, auto- 
matic, aerial delivery system that was capable 
of dropping twenty 5001b bundles in eight to 
ten seconds through paratainer doors in the 
floor at the forward end of the cargo compart 


carried if seats were installed along the center ment. Heavy and bulky equipment was 
Performance Comparisons 
car слив 

Empty Wer tb am 
Gross Weight fo 64000 
Paycad (b 3200 
Max Speed (тр 53 17909 
Cruse Speed (meh 162 6.5009 
аа гие of бт pm) — 10 a 
мое Caieg m 2000 2150 
Range satse mies) 100 1415 
Accommodations 

9 п 2 oe 

жез а 3 % 
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‘The rails above the seats provided the upper support for the 
backs, А fire bottle is visible in the upper left. The tiedown rings 


4 by parachute for delivery out the af 
(Ol the aircraft when the clamshell doors. 
removed 
Басин: As an ar ambulance, the ar 

vas equipped wit 35 tors - 20 on the ok 
cn te лут side of he cargo compart 
I Seven tiers, five litters high, were sup- 
бу stanchions and web straps. Whe 35 
Titium number of тез that could 
during emergency conditions the 

could be configured to сапу 76 

82 seated and 14 iter patents wth 


Û СЕ, C-119G, C-119), and C-119L 
panes are presented in the table 


design concepts of the C82 
[as described in Chapter 1) were carried 
phe C-119 Flying Boxcar. The fuselage 


was an айтте, semimonocoque structure 
constructed of aiciad trames, longitudinal 
stringers, longitudinal and transverse beams 
covered by alclad skins. The booms were an all 
metal, semimonocoque structure constructed 
with  hydropressed frames,  hatsecton 
stringers, and light aluminum alloy skins. The. 
wings were all-metal, cantilever structures con- 
sisting of a center section, outer panels, and tips. 


Engines 
The Pratt & Whitney R-4360-20-WA is an air 
cooled, reciprocating powerplant rated at 
3.2500hp (dry) and 3,500bhp (wet) at sea level 
under standard day conditions at 2,700рт 
Nicknamed the ‘com cob’, the engine has 28 
cylinders arranged radially in four rows of 
seven cylinders each. A total of 56 spark plugs 
are installed on each engine Each row is offset 
10 provide maximum cooling. Seven channel 
‘shaped baffles were designed to provide cool 
ing аи to each row of cylinders. A single-stage 


knee. A urinal and chemical tole was located in the lavatory compartment 
‘on the right ofthe forward bulkhead. The officer was inspecting a portion 
‘of the paratainer system. USAF 40991 АС 


variable-speed supercharger, driven by а 
hydraulic coupling, is controlled by an auto: 
matic power control unit that operates as a саг 
buretor throttie valve and regulates blower 
speed as required so as to maintain the 
selected manifold pressure. A torquometer sys- 
tom, connected to the propeller reduction gear, 
measures the torque output at the propellor 
shaft and presents this information on a 
torquemeter in the cockpit 

The engines are equipped with an automatic. 
power control unit that functions to automat 
cally maintain manifold pressures up to the 
engine critical altitude as selected by throttle 
position regardless of changes in rpm, altitude, 
Or airspeed. The system operates through 
hydraulic control of the carburetor throttle valve. 
and blower speed. Above the critical altitude for 
lower blower operation, the automatic power 
Control unit changes the speed of the blower by 
controlling the flow of ой to the hydraulic cou: 
pling between the crankshaft and the impeller. 


сты 


cnc Crd cawg ca. 
PAGINA. язково ва rr] яза 
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Yes Some No No No 
Bectic Бетсонуйа Мак ныс yiri 
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Fans нау a C-119C wi hyrauicaly actuated acing gear and ар! Horzortal stable ips were nstaled on аграгев 49-119 hr 49-199 oniy: 
thri 12584 were deci. while 51-2587 Pru 51-8273 were уаде. § This change n propellers oee med wih C- 


AT8C227FA sin 51-2592. Tn 
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19. Cable guide tube 
20. Anchor cable forward attachment 
21. No 1 trigger 

22. Anchor cable aft attachment 

23. Clutch control unit 

24. Cable drum clutch lever. 

25. Anchor cable 


‘towed above the erected web troop seats 
ot the insulated panels was opened at the aft 
Inboard comer. Note how the two loading 

were placed together to permit sator access 
‘egress for the visiting Civil Air Patrol Cadets. 


‘Some MC-119Js were equipped with a plush 
aeromedical evacuation module that 
the cabin from noise and temperature. This 


Inthe forward right side of the module. 


Мамы Duncan 


Some airplanes were equipped with 
20WD engines that were basically the 
the R-4360:20WA, except that the a 
control unit had been replaced by a 
valve that controlled the flow of engine ой 
blower hydraulic couplings. Now the 
charger was no longer a low and variable 
blower, but a two-stage blower (low and} 
Beginning with the C-119F, the 
were equipped with Wright R-3350-898| 
compound engines. These engines hav 
blow-down turbines located 120° apart 
the circumference of the engine. While 
toaturbosupercharger, the turbines usa 
‘energy rather that the pressure of the 
‘exhaust and, instead of driving a su 


that provides ram air to the tops of the 
scanne 


by 
alfetta (гоо 


Instrument panel. Co-piiot's instrument panel 


Bey are geared directly to he cranksh 
ar rough a system of Zerot 
A lui couping transfers power to the 
dive gear. The turbines have no 
onirls since they operate at a сот 
slo of 652:1 to tho crankshaft speed. 
he engine developed Maximum Ex 
(OF wero) Power at 2,600rpm 
um ata speed of 16.950rpm. At max 
power, each turbine develops approx 
ТАБУ By recovering a portion of the 
уе energy, the turbines permit higher 
t lower uel consum, 


dalled on each tur- alcohol mixture to the engines. The manifold 


with а iwo- pressure could be boosted to 45 inches of mer 


igh use of this system. With a ful 
oth engines would be supplied 
16 minutes with the engines operat 


98221425687 


um power. In the event of an 


engine failure, the water flow to the dead 
would automatically cease, while low to 
engine would continue 


Propeller Systems 
The C-1198s and C-1190s through the C-119- 


boost p As were equipped with 151 diameter, 
scanned 
by 


ое 


fourbladed Hamilton Standard 2H1703-26R 
hhydromatic ful feathering, constant speed. 
reversible propellers. Beginning with C-119C- 
22-FA, serial number 51-2532, the aircraft were 
‘equipped with Hamilton Standard 2J17G3-26R 
hydromalic full feathering, constant speed. 
reversible propellers, The latter propellers were 
also installed on the C-119Fs. 

C-119Gs were equipped with 15ft diameter 
fourbladed Aeroproducts АбААҒМ-С2 ful 
feathering, constantspeed, reversible pro 
paliers. Aeroproducts was a division of Gen- 
‘eral Motors. There were several incidents and 
‘accidents that resulted trom uncommanded 
propeller reversal - sometimes in fight 
Through the investigation the root cause was 
Iraced to a regulator in the propeller system. A 
technical Order was issued for C-119s with 
these Aeroproducts propellers to have the 
reverse feature locked out unti a design 
change and retrofit could be implemented. 
This limitation was in effect for about six 
months during the mid- 19505. 

The C-119Ls were created by retrofitting 22 
C-119s with three-bladed Hamilton Standard 
43H60 hydromatic propellers that were ful 
feathering with reversible pitch. These pro- 
pellers had had а non-rotating integral ой cor 
trol (ОС) incorporating an independent ой 
system, mounted between the engine nose 
section and the propeller. An emergency oil 
replenishing system was provided to replace 
ol lost from the IOC with engine nose section 
oll. А 28-volt DC boot type electric heating ele- 
ment was installed along the leading edge of 
each prop blade for deicing. The Hamilton 
Standard 43H60 hydromatic propellers came 
rom Lockheed C-121 Constellations that had 
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Lot Engine instrument panel. 


Above Walking on top of a C-119 fuselage required extreme care, The black stripes delineate the 


been relegated to the boneyard at Davis-Mon- 
than AFB, AZ. This change resulted in a 20% 
improvement in climb and a 7% gain in cruise 
performance. 


Fuel System. 
А pair of fuel systems is employed to service 
‘each engine. The two systems are intercon- 
nected by a crossfiow system that permits 
‘operating either engine trom ether fuel source. 
The aircraft is equipped with four fuel tanks: eft 
and right inboard, each with a 464-galion 
capacity, and a left and right outboard, each 
with an 864-gallon capacity. While this was the 
maximum capacity. the total useable fuel was 
2,624 gallons or 15,744 Ib, For extended range 
‘operations a pair of auxiliary fuel tanks could be 
Installed on the cargo compartment floor 
affording an additional 1,020 gallons or 6.120 1b 
ої useable fuel. Refueling is accomplished 
through overwing filer ports 


Flight Controls 
The primary fight convois are independent 
mechanically operated systems consisting of 
the ailerons, elevators, and rudders. Aerody- 
namic boost devices. known as control tabs, 
are incorporated into each system so as to 
reduce the pilot's workload. 

The allerons are split into inboard and out- 
board segments. Fletiner tabs are incorporated 
Into the inboard ailerons to assist in moving 
the controls The right inboard aileron have а 
trim tab that is used to make adjustments that 
affected the lateral balance of the airplane. 

The elevator is ful-span across the aft edge 
of the horizontal stabilizer. An elevator spring 


tab, operating automatically with control 
umn movement, assisted the pilot in 
control movements in fight 

Dual rudders are hinged to tho aft spar 
vertical stabilizers. Spring tabs, located al 
bonom taling edge of the rudders, 
‘employed to reduce the control forces. 

The ailerons, elevator, rudders, and 
consisted of an aluminum monocoque 
ture covered by fabric. Such surfaces d 
‘excellent feel for the pilots and reduced 

Siotted wing flaps aro located on the 
‘board wing panel and the wing center 
The flaps are hydraulically actuated and 
trically controlled. 


Electrical System 
The aircraft's equipped with a 26-volt OOF 
ical system powered by а battery, а 
engine-driven 28-volt DC generators, or 
багу powerplant. The 1150 AC 
powered by the 28-volt DC system d 

volt, 400 cycle single-phase and t 
inverters. The 24-volt, 34 ampere-hour 
battery is located under the cargo 
ment floor just aft of the rear spar tramal 
accessible from the outside of the 
through a hinged panel, Each 
‘equipped with а 300-ampere, engi 
wide-speed range, direct current g 
mounted on the accessory drive secti 
engine. A Solar auxiliary powerplant 
located on the A-deck behind the 
and consists of a 28-volt, 200-amper 
tor driven by an internal combustion: 


external power is not available, the 
capable of starting the engines and; 


power for ground checks. ıu 


either side of center. The main gear is equipped 
with Type И nylon cord 15.10-20. 14-ply rated 
tires. initially the nose gear was fitted with a sin- 
де wheel, that was known for its shimmy prob- 
lems. At times the shimmy was so bad that the 
pilots could not read their instruments because 
О! panel vibration and radio boxes were known 
to have punched their way through the fuse- 
lage skin. All C-119Fs and subsequent series 
were equipped with dual nosewheels. The dual 
nosewheeis were also retrofitted on a number. 
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tem was installed on some late aircraft in the 
Cseries giving them the designation of 
C-t19CF. With all subsequent series aircraft, 
the landing gear is hydraulically operated 

The nose gear steering system permits the 
gear to traverse a 32 radius on a paved sur- 
face, with the wingtip describing а 70ft arc. The 
pilot has a nose gear steering handle to control 
the position of the nose gear on the ground. At 
take-off, a centering device prevents the gear 
from being cocked on landing, 


Cargo Handling Equipment 
A block and tackle fiting was employed to load 
equipment. A pulley was attached to a tie down 
fiting at the forward end of the cargo compart- 
ment. By pulling aft, the block and tackle would 
provide a 3,1605 pulling force thereby реті. 
"ing the loading of a 13.000 Ib wheeled vehicle 
‘up the ramps. Should the cable be routed out the 
forward entry door, this force would be reduced 
to а 1850 puling force permitting the load- 
ing of a 7,650 b wheeled vehicle up the ramps. 

A total of 78 cargo tie-down fittings were 
installed in the cargo compartment foor, 
‘spaced to provide a variety of tie-down options. 
А pair of cargo tie-down kits were also carriod 
‘on the airplane. These were employed in secur- 
ing the cargo to the tie-down fittings. One kit 
contained 28 х 10.0000 devices, while the 
other had 20 x 5,0001b devices. 

Two treaded light metal loading ramps with a 
94000 per ramp limit were carried to facilitate 
loading wheeled cargo through the aft cargo 
doors. These ramps could be stowed beneath 
the troop seats along each side of the aircraf 
when troops were not being carried. И troops 
were carried, the ramps wore lashed to the cen- 
ter ofthe floor. ithe center seats were installed, 
the ramps were removed trom the airplane. 

A cargo loading roller, located at the aft edge 
of the floor at the centering, was used to assist 
ineasing cargo into the aircraft. In addition, four 
‘metal skid strips, extending the length of the 
cargo compartment, aciitated loading of bulky 
cargo and prevented scuffing of the cargo оог 

А 2B-volt DC electrically operated aerial 
delivery system was employed on the airplanes 
to drop cargo while the airplane was in fight. 
The cargo was stowed in special containers 
called paratainers or paracans that were 
attached to trolleys roling along a monorail 
‘extending down the center ofthe cargo сот- 
partment ceiling. A canvas duck guide curtain 
formed a channel for the paratainers to pre 
‘clude swaying as they traveled to tho drop 
Point above the opening in the cargo compart- 
‘ment floor. Static lines were used to open the 
parachutes as the paratainers departed the air- 
plane. A jumpmaster's panel (either fixed оп 
the center post of the clamshell doors or 
portable, depending upon the aircraft) was 
Used to control the paratainer delivery system. 

The C-119Js were equipped with fight oper- 
аре doors in lieu of the clamshell doors. They 
were also known as beavertail doors. These 
doors consisted of two mgiog ggragpnents — 
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This inboard profile for the XC-120 reveals Its 
salient internal features. The entire crow 
compartment is located high in the main. 
fuselage, while the detachable pod is shown 
configured for troop transport. 


The XC-120 lifts off with an experimental welded 
slab-sided prototype pack mounted under the 
fuselage. Via P M Bowers 


Without Its pack, the XC-120 Packplane had. 
the stance of an Insect. W J Balogh va 
мед DW Menard 


a hinged hood, that faired out the top and sides 
of the ай end of the fuselage, and a floor thal 
faired out the bottom of the aft end of the fuse 
lage. This could be retracted within the hood, 
thus forming а capacious opening larger than 
the vertical cross-section area at any station 
within the aircraft's cargo compartment. Bot 
the hood and floor were hydraulically actuated 
and electrically controlled. When in fight th 
hood and door enclosed the aft end of the fuses 
lage. The fight operable doors were not tor usti 
by paratroops. The beavertail doors were fa 
use with an aerial retrieval system. Howeva 
they could be used for emergency jettison di 
bailout. Performance of the C-1 19Js was вий 
lar to that of the C-119Gs. 

Under Contract AF36(600)-2199, 106 bea 
tail doors were built by Fairchild; while only 
C-119Fs and 18 C-119Gs were modified tot 
C-119) configuration. The aircraft were 
fied in accordance with TO 1C-119-530, d 
15 June 1955. Subsequently, the C-119 
with the boavertail doors were modified by T 
1C-119F-504 to replace tho Hamilton Stand 
propellers with Aeroproducts props; th 
bringing them to the C-1 19G stan 


Emergency Egress 
From the beginning, emergency egress 
the C-119 was intended to be via the 
doors located within the clamshell doors. 
rience showed tha, with a cargo load, the bf 
тау not have been able to get past ihe 
in time to successfully bail out ol a ripped 
plane. A better means was required 

An emergency egress hatch was cut nia 
cockpit floor behind the pilot's seat. The 
пог skin was cut to offer a door, The мо! 
interconnected with a chute between theca 
pit floor and the airplane exterior. The 
door was slaved to the hatch in the 
floor. When the floor panel was ited pasta 
scribed point, the exterior panel would tal 
from the aircraft belly, thereby permitng 
crew in the forward part of the airplane a 
means of egress in fight 

Early on, the exterior doors departed i 
craft without explanation. On at least one 
sion, while the C-1195 were making 
take-off, the tower saw a belly door дер 
aircraft and called the formation to inform 
of the door departure. Crewmen on о 
craft in the formation dutifully ited the 
hatch to inspect for deparpurg otha e 


“Tis right side view ofthe XC-120 shows the 
landing gear and the ADF antennas under the 
Wh boom. W J Balogh va MSg! D W Menard 


lef иде view ofthe XC-120 with support pogos 
der the ventral fina, W J 83109 © 


биши ofthe front end of the XC-120 are 
— in this view. The strut cover for the 
бити gear was attached to the strut. USAF 
enc 


Atactor pushed the pack, with its removable. 

(llle, under the XC-120. The tractor operator 

‘eek directions from a guide walking at the side 

d Ihe tractor. A mechanic riding in the top of the 

| pod мо provided guidance and later attached 
ped to the plane. Via PM Bowers 


Bine. Aas, there was a rain of exterior doors 

Î lol the aircraft. The story was aptly cap 

(Med by Col Bob Stevens, USAF (Ret) in his 
1 Was cartoon series 


was considered 10 be an absolute 
tollast resort The crow was instructed that 
(atl posse trey should bail out. The high 
placed the Бык ofthe cra the water 
the sr. The аистайз non-watertight 
had a tendency for the nose to roll 
tnd break away. I tho nose gear was 
d. ero was an even greater tendency 

kr nos to tuck under 
Dung testing, a C-119 was ditched. The 
doors Separated from the аисга and 
pal of water careened forward, filing the 
compartment, The aircraft sank before 
ia spray of the impact dissipated. While 
буо Waning a fim of hs test was shown 
оле who flew as a crow member, the Ar 
Fight Manual had a paragraph on diich- 

[fat sied DON 


моби C-1 195. 
фе YC-1190 and YC-119E were termi- 
Ibeore any prototypes were built. 
the C-119Fs, the electrically operated 
gear was replaced with a hydraulically 
system and Wright R-3350-85 turbo- 
d engines were installed in lieu of the. 
В Whitney Н-43605. The horsepower rat 
Û the two engines were similar. The 
horsepower on the Н-3350 was made 
rough the use of power recovery tur 
ion each of the three exhaust stacks. With 
two exhaust stacks were located 
lur and eight o'clock positions of the 
Mih the Н-3350. an additional stack 
ded at the twelve o'clock position. To 
prove crectonalsabity and engine 
ventral fins were reinstituted 


were flattened on the bottom in order 


ground clearance during take-off 
and landing fare. Early production 
were delivered without the ventral fins. 
were subsequently retrofitted. A dual 

replaced the former single wheel 


beginning with the C-119Fs. This series made 
its maiden fight in December 1952. 

A total of 247 C-119Fs was manufactured. 
Fairchild produced 141 for the USAF and 35 for 
the Royal Canadian Air Force, while Kaiser buit 
the remaining 71 aircraft. Under the Mutual 
Detense Assistance Pact (MDAP), a total of 88 
of these aircraft were delivered to Belgium, 
Italy, and Norway. Fairchild also produced 50 
identical airplanes for the USMC that were des- 
ignated R4O-2s. 
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The final production version of the Flying 
Boxcar was the C-119G. These aircraft differed 
from their predecessors in having Aero- 
products propellers in lleu of the formerly 
installed Hamilton Standard props. Early prob- 
lems with the new Aeroproducts prop gover. 
nors resulted in a delay of initial deliveries of 
the C-119Gs. A total of 25 C-119Gs was deliv- 
ered to the Indian Air Force. Production of the 
480 airplanes in this series was completed in 
October 1955. 


CONVERSIONS 


Fairchild ventured into five additional cargo ver- 
sions of the basic C-119 aircraft. Two were one- 
off test conversions; whereas the remaining 
‘three resulted in further operational applications. 


XC-120 Packplane 
An extremely strange machine emerged from 
the C-119 when one was converted into the one 
and only XC-120 Packplane. On 19 April 1948, 
Supplemental Agreement No 1 to the C-1198) 
procurement contract called for the produo? 
tion-ine conversion of aircraft s/n 48-330 int) 
the Packplane. The aircraft retained the original 
wing and empennage and added a revised 
cockpit and upper fuselage. The landing 
was a four-legged affair that retracted into тў 
booms This airframe was flyable with or мем 
ом the detachable pod. Multimission 
were conceived for use as cargo or troop. 
ers or an air-deliverable field hospital 
ungainly looking machine first flew on f 
‘August 1950 with its pack and 29 August 1 
without its pack. The aircraft had а 24,000 
payload for cargo. The XC-120 was орен 
by a standard crew of five. 

The sole purpose of this aircraft was to 
the practicability of cargo pack carrying 
craft A glider tow attachment filing 
installed on the aft end of the pack 


Possible XC-120 Personne! Loads 
‘Arbor Operators Tos @ 
Aeromedical Басит Шз % 

Arar 4 
C-119H Skyvan 


The C-119H Skyvan was an attempt to c 
the chronic performance and stability 
lems with the Flying Boxcar. Air Materiel 
mand requested Fairchild to investigate 
problems. Fairchild submitted a proposal 
design that would reduce wing loading to 
mit safe operation at lower airspeeds, c 
the stability problems, improve the tak 
and climb characteristics, and increase 
structural strength of the airplane, The 
were lengthened, the wing was changed, 
trol surfaces were enlarged, the fuselage’ 
strengthened, and the fuel tanks were tal 
carried externally. This new airframe 
designed to carry а 1600016 payload 
1,000-mile radius resupply mission will 
performance except cruising speed ei 


program. N E Taylor via М5! D W Menard 


The sole XC-120, 48-330, in light without ls 
Va P M Bowers 


»ned 
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ита 12-140 va А Wooding 


H2% loss in cruise speed would result 
changes 
viewing the engineering and wind 
lest daa, Air Materiel Command (AMC) 
proceeding with the production 
© 1198s even before the prototype had 
land tested. A new plant in Chicago 
these airplanes. A month later. 
lan about face and terminated the pro- 
program until the testing had been 
The new plan, generated about 
prior to frst fight, was to have 151 
airplanes Бой! in Hagerstown, MO. 
prototype airplane, sin 51-2585, was 
Hagerstown. A new wing, spanning 
had a 40% increase in area. A pair of 
3350-85 engines powered the air 
The gross weight was increased from 
o 86,000 1b. When test flown in May 
airplane showed a marked improve- 


[onirollabiity and some improvement 
ала landing characteristics. Prob- 
longitudinal stability and emergency 
Itontro became apparent. The C-1 19H 
20 knots slower than the С-119С 


and had good single-engine performance at an 
£20,000 Ib gross weight. 

The C-119H weighed approximately 51,000 Ib 
empty; this being almost 5,000 1b greater than 
Fairchid's estimate. This discrepancy was 
determined to be partially the result of an alu- 
minum shortage that had led Fairchild to sub- 
stitute steel parts on the airplane (3:1 weight 
difference). Consequently, the aircraft was tail 
heavy. Fairchild's immediate solution was to 
add a 1.000 lead weight in the nose; thereby 
allowing the aircraft to enter the fight test pro- 
gram and once again reducing its payload. 

The C-119H also had the interesting aspect 


of being one of a few aircraft participating in the 
‘early program to replace aluminum parts with 
‘magnesium parts. This was a design study pro: 
gram and apparently none of these parts were 
ever installed on the aircraft 

Fairchild had also proposed а four-engined 
follow-on to the C-119H. While the USAF was 
considering the four-engined Lockheed C-130. 
Hercules as a replacement for the C-119 in 
October 1952, it was suggested that the C-119H 
be converted into а four-engined testbed and be 
considered as a potential interim airttter until 
the C-1305 were available. With the demise 
of the C-119H program сард en to the 


rr RA oz 


AM ofthe fuel for the YC-119H was carried їл the external tanks. A large: Comparative views of the C-119C and YC-119M. Fairchild via R Wooding 


‘chord main strut and a pair of Inboard struts supported each fuel tank. 
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production of any new Boxcar airframe series 
however, several other conversions were made. 

The C-119H featured these design simpli 
cations that would have improved manufactur. 
ing and maintenance: 

Three pece сом 

Simpified бар mechanism geometry. 

Package heater eimnated long ducts 

Minimum tilting simplfted manufacturing 

‘Added a mechanical trm tab 

Fuel system - reduction of parts, improved 

maintenance and servicing 

Constant section center panel and nacelle 

Straighttaper booms 

Four-bott boom stabilzer attachment. 

Four bolt fr-to stabiler attachment 

Internal match angle boom ^o-nacelle 

attachment 

External match angie wing center section-to- 

олег panel attachment 


сөз 
The C-119 or MC-119 was a conversion to 
replace the clamshell doors with a fight-opera 
ble beavertal door. Known as Fairchild Model 
203, the conversions were made under Letter 
Contract AF36(600)-2199. A total of 52 C-1 19Fs 
and 15 C-119Gs were modified into the C-119J 
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configuration in 1955, In addition, а total of 106 
door assemblies were produced, Use of these 
doors precluded the need for removal of the 
standard clamshell doors for special airborne 
recovery operations. The MC-designation was 
briefly used to identity those aircraft employed 
in the aeromedical evacuation role. 


cok 
A single aircraft, sin 53-3142, was converted 
into the YC-119K configuration with the addi 
tion of the General Electric engines mounted 
singly in pods beneath the wings. This proto 
type aircraft served as a testbed for the jet 
installation on the AC-119K gunships. Subse 
quently it was the support ship for the USAF 
Thunderbirds fight demonstration team. In 
addition, five other C-119Gs were converted to 
the C-119K configuration with the installation ot 
the jet engines and an anti-skid system for 
improved braking 


cno 
The C-119L was the end of the line in the Box- 
car series of aircraft. A total of 22C-119Gs were 
‘modified into this configuration. Over the years, 
the existing hydraulic propellers experienced 
problems with leakage. When the oil was lost 


the pilot was unable to control the pitch oli 
propeller that could result п a runaway 
solution was at hand in the lato 19605. 
three-bladod Hamilton Standard hydr 
full feathering, reversible pitch propellers 
Lockheed C-121s retired at Davis- 
AFB were retrofitted 

The last C-119Ls in the inventory 
assigned to the 129th SOS (CA-ANG), f 
SOS (WV-ANG), and the 143rd SOS (RI 
These aircraft were retired to MASDC. 
27 March and 27 September 1975, 


RC-119L 
The RC-119L was the reconnaissance 
ofthe Flying Boxcar. Little is known about 
aircraft except that, when flown fortis 
the clamshell doors were removed and a 
mounted camera was installed in the aft 
lage. Only known RC-119Ls are shown! 


Soral Remarks 


533160 Tandered to he Royal Moroccan Ar 
593181 Assigned to he 30204 TAW (FRes To 
опа March 1973 To Dros Metals tor 
n 4 September 1973 Transiered o 
Destroyed па ground tra on 1 Але i8 


АИК, 63-3142, nts colorful fight test Soiow When SAC had considered employing the C-119 for rescuing aircrews from beli 
РСА. This picture was taken at lines, RATO was tested as a means of getting the aircraft out of extremely short fields. F 
the aircraft was equipped with two banks of three RATO bottles per side. With this arrangement, the 

aircraft gained an addtional 12,000 1 of thrust. USAF 40540 A C 


two different gunship conversions 
made to 52 C-119Gs. Twenty-six aircraft 
jconverted to the AC-119G Shadow ships 
four 7.62mm miniguns, a flare launcher 
итог plating. They carried a crew of 
Another 26 aircratt were converted to 
MK Stinger ships, similar to the 
A19Gs, withthe addition of a pair of 20mm 
on, FUR, terrain avoidance radar, bea 
[acing radar, three-bladed Hamilton 

d propellers, and a pair of 2.850-Ibst 

17 podded engines. These aircraft are 
bed in Chapter 16 


{9 Turboprop Conversion 
Byte ary-to-mid 19605, the USAF was 
d in pursuing a turboprop conver 

for the C-119 due to an increasingly 
олса! requirement for a short to 

range, high-capabilty, twin engined 

p aircraft. Such an aircraft was needed 
Internal ari support ın limited war areas 
эз Southeast Asia. Aeronautical Sys- 
Deion (ASD) at Wright Patterson AFB, 
[gonracted for a study that would mod 
Ihe C-119 with minimum capital expen 

| maximum utilization of spares and 
о! equipment currently in the inventory 
ft minimum crew and maintenance per 


D contracted with three companies for the 


This feasibility study was to determine i 
fn TS6-A7 turboprop engines could be 
| don C-119C/G/J aircraft. Delivery of a 


prototype was anticipated in 180 days at 
'0 $520,000. A reduction to $350,000 
120 days could be achieved ifthe Alison 
ingine Change (OEC) kits were pro 
by the government 
[өз companies teamed together for the 
н Disboprop C-119 feasibility study. 
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(Sherman Oaks, CA) development. 

On Mark Engineering Co Douglas A26 Invader executive 

(Glendale, CA) conversions. Developed and 
produced he Pregnant Guy 
Super Guppy Sraoovser 
conversions. Ful FAA deson. 
—— 

secto herorautcalengneerng | 
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The 1-56 engine was already in the USAF 
inventory with the Lockheed C-130. I the exist- 
ing Convair 540 turboprop QEC was utilized, 
there would be a stop in the lower contour of 
the nacelle. Alternatively, a deeper, lower con- 
tour could be developed to better accommo- 
date the larger C-119 nacelle diameter. A new 


would be installed over the top of the wing, exit- 
ing at the wing trailing edge to preclude dam- 
age to the landing gear. No changes would be 
required for the landing gear. Stainless steel 
doublers would be added to the wing to pre- 
vent heat damage from the exhaust duct. The 
higher exhaust duct necessitated raising the 
engine thrust center line by about two feet. The. 
air inlet would be above the propeller hub, 
thereby minimizing foreign object damage. A 
pair of Aeroproducts Model AB441FM-294. 
hydro-mechanical propellers would complete 
the power package. The QEC installation 
‘moved the C-119 propeller plane forward by 
‘about three feet. 

The OEC installation would result in a reduc- 
Боп of engine weight, however the turboprop 
‘would have a higher fuel consumption. While 
no changes would be made to the prototype. it 
was recommended that additional fuel capac- 
ity be provided for any production aircraft. The. 
‘study would include an analysis of the struc- 


twin-boomed endioading aircraft. 

The basic design of the C-119 Flying 
offered a lot of growth potential. While it 
more than its share of growing pains, it 
to be a stalwart airifter serving both the 


semimonocoque transition plug would be fab- turai effects of additional uel tanks. States and its alies for several decades 
tented to move the C-119 Mewal forward. An instalation olihe 200040 ighterTS6 engine Sen, wae caosblo i ben medd 
ай fairing extension would be built to smooth WOuld gamer the following improvements GN WIU HWN 
the airflow from the higher OEC nacelle to the. масу mproved single-engine performance missions. in these respects, t proved its 
op ofthe C-119 nacelle. A new exhaust duct Decreased ma of stances Tid be neon torr 
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1o the standard fight tests per- 
by the manufacturer, the USAF ran a 
Нева on the C-1 19 at Edwards AFB, 
ests were conducted to verity the 
' est data and to ensure oper 
ofthe aircraft for the Air Force. 
performed on the first of a series of 
[119 buit by both Fairchild and Kaiser. 
Чейз were for USAF verification of the 
' data. Later fight test programs 
withthe C-1 19s as part of ongoing 
Programs, 


Tests. 
IN Performance and Cooling fight tests 
on Fairchild-built C-119F- 
51.8089 between 24 February and 11 
1953. A major facet of these tests 
(бесове any differences between the 
and R335085 engines. The 
of his test were used in preparation of 
Aircraft Characteristics Charts 
I of the Plot's Handbook of 
Instructions. While preliminary esti 
for 90hours of fight testing, a total 
hours were required for the 41 fights 
est pilot was Maj Val E Prahl and the 
was Wille L Allen. 


Air Research & Development 
(ARDC) used C-119F-FA, sin 


were applied. Ecards AFB Histonan 


Chapter 5 


Between 18 November 1952 and 1 May 
1953, a partial Phase IV fight test was con: 
ducted using a Kaiserbuit C-119F, sin 51. 
8098, to obtain data on the Н-3350 engines. 
Upon is arrival from Willow Run, MI, the aircraft 
was instrumented for testing, Extensive 
rewiring of the electrical system was required 
before the aircraft was considered safe fr fight 
one engine was removed and was instru 
mented for cooling tests. The purpose of the 
test program was to verity aircraft performance 
and handing charactensbcs, engine cooing. 
and to check handbook data. 

Tests on both 51-8089 and 51-8098 were 
conducted at weights ranging between 53 900. 
and 72,8000. The center of gravity positions 
ranged between 20 and 30% of the mean aero- 
dynamic chord (MAC). The long-range ferry 
tanks had been removed for these tests. 

The tests revealed thatthe ying and handling 
characteristics of the C-119F were normal and. 
Satistactory with one exception — the single- 


C-119 Flight Testing 


engine minimum control speed to assure direc- 
tional control was undesirably high at 112 knots 
indicated airspeed (IAS). The rudder force was 
excessive when compared to the light aileron 
and elevator forces. Cooling for the R-3350s was 
satisfactory at ай airspeeds. With water-alcohol 
injection the available take-off brake horsepower 
was less than that in the manufacturer's esti- 
mates. Because the measured maximum fuel 
capacity was less than the manufacturer's esti 
mate, the combat radius of the aircraft was 13% 
less that predicted. Because the take-off speeds. 
proved to be 3556 lower than the manufacturer 
‘estimates, the take-off distance and SOR obsta- 
‘le clearance at 72,800tb gross weight proved 
10 be 37% less in actuality. The service ceiling at 
72,800 gross weight was approximately 14% 
higher than estimated, and at 64,000 b. The coi 
ing was 13% higher. 

The Phase IV tests also revealed a problem 
with the aerial delivery system. Vibrations expe- 
rienced during taxi and in fight resulted in the 


‘monorail system locking pins becoming disen- 
‘gaged. As a result, the trolleys were free to roll 
unless restrained by an adjacent trolley. On two 
occasions during the tests, a free-wheeling trot 
ley would roll forward and contact the 
paratainer release resulting in the suspended 
ballast dropping onto the paratainer door caus- 
ing damage. A more positive locking system 
was recommended, 


Above: This Kalsor-bullt C-119F, 


Other Phase IV Test findings included: 


easily tumed and 
inadvertent tum the wheel An adjustable 


friction lock was recommended 


The nosewhee! steenng was nol 
System тодйсабоп to assure postive steenng 
a! al gross weghts was recommended 


Jn 51-8117, had flown with the 314th TCW before going to Edwards 


[AFB for the 1955 heavy weight tests, Edwards AFB Hoton 


Below C-119 81-0080, was equipped with the fight operable besvertai doors. Insignia Red Arctic 


trim was applied to the airplane. This picture dates from 11 September 1958. Edwards AFB Fintona 


Dummy bombs were suspended trom the paratainer system and secured 
with 2x69 and web straps for the heavy weight testing conducted on 
51-8117. The picture dates trom 23 November 1955. USAF va D C Lesy 
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The fight control lock was unsatisfacto in that 
when released, the controls could remain 
locked. It was recommended that the lock be 
spring-loaded to the unlock position. (This 

had resuited ın several emergency 
landings in operational units ) 


It was recommended that the rudder conval 
force be decreased and directional control bi 
improved so as to permit single-engine opera 
tion below 112 knots IAS. 

Problems experienced with engine main 
nance on the R-3350s was initially attributed 
а lack of experience level of the mechani 
supporting the Phase IV tests; however, i 
USAF investigation into engine service Ме ardi 
maintenance was recommended 

Partial Phase IV ight tests were performed 
Edwards AFB, on C-119G--FA, sin 51-9088 
between June 1953 and June 1954 
Richard C Kennan Jr was the Project Pilot, 
1Lt John R Wallis was the Test Engineer. 
tests indicated that the climb performance of 
C-119G was superior to that of the C-119F, 
that the engine cooling was less ө 
though satisfactory. These tests were 
ducted in 16 fights totaling 31:50 hours. Gr 
weights between 53,000 and 74,000 
used during these tests. The major dif 

л the C-119F and the C-119G wasi 
propellers. The Hamilton Standard pro 
had been replaced by Aeroproducts 
While the single-engine directional control 
improved over the C-119F, it was sill un 
factory below 107 knots IAS. The aircraft 
grounded between 21 September and 
November 1953 by a general grounding 
resulting from propeller malfunctions. 
quent modifications to the propeller control 
tem were accomplished to change the low 
blade angle stop and to block out the n 
pitch capability. Propeller synchronization 

complished manually by the pilot 
the prop governor was unable to ma 
selected rpm settings. The resulting noise 


betwee 


and а Chase YC-122 glider. The 
carrying the ARDC logo. P M Bowers 


extreme crew discomfort It was rec- 
thatthe propellers be reworked as. 
possible so that the reversing capabil- 
be used. twas further recommended 
propeller regulator be redesigned to. 
трт fluctuations, and a better method. 
isynchronization be developed. 


Testing. 
John W Konrad was assigned as the 
Plot forthe C-1 19H in June 1952. 
assisted by Bil F Owens, the Project 
t, Phase И tests woro to be conducted 
MD. The two arrived at Fairchild 
Jexpefence a lengthy delay as the man- 
Worked out an unexpected problem 
'beroynamic characteristics of tho air 
esed by the elevator spring tab. By 18 
the problem was resolved and the 
was accepted for fight. Between then 
34 fights were conducted, total 


12 diferent types ol aircraft from 
and US Navy inventories. One of 
мав а C-119 that flew 57 missions 

|227 drops during this period, 
capacity, load-bearing platform 
deceleraiors was developed by the 
Ihe second һай of 1953, The sys- 
а sido гай installation in the 
was soltrestrained and incorpo: 
‘control for the pilot instead of a 

used during the Korean War. 


Tests. 
fests were conducted on C-119G, 
jI, between 18 November 1955 and 
1956, Maj Jones P Seigler was the 
and 1Lt David C Leisy was the Pro- 
‘The test was designed to detor- 
gross weight at which a rate 
1000 per minute could be obtained 
engine military power (with water 
jth the gear and flaps retracted 
was modified to incorporate the 
istuments on the pilots’ panels: sen- 
indicators, sensitive altimeters, 
tachometers. A sensitive free air 
Indicator was added to the plots 
Readings from these gauges 


were taken by Lt Leisy, seated in the radio oper 
ator's seal, and an enlisted technician in the nav. 
igator's seat. n addition, a shark fin was installed 
behind the cowl flaps so that the cowl Пар open- 
ing could be visually determined from the cack 
рї. Precise cow Пар openings were required for 
both engine cooling and airspeed calibration 
Thity-one test fights totaling 34:30 hours fy- 
ing time were conducted. Because these fights 
had to be flown below the critical altitude of the 
engines in order to utilize maximum power, 
fights totaling five and ten hours, respectively, 
were flown from Point Mugu and EI Centro Naval 
Air Stations to take advantage of the low eleva- 
tion of the airfields and the surrounding terrain, 
Initially, the Air Force had requested the use of 
Los Angeles Intemational Airport, but this per. 
mission was not granted by Air Traffic Control. 
The remaining tests were flown at Edwards AFB. 
These heavy weight tests were conducted 
using similar conditions to those utiized in the 
limited Phase IV tests for the C-119G, The 
exceptions were that R-3350.89 engines were 
used in leu ofthe R-3350-85 engines, and dual, 
instead ol single nose gear wheels were 
Installed. Cargo loads were simulated with up 
Хо 20 dummy bombs, weighing а total of 
10,163, suspended from the aerial delivery 
system while an additional 5.675 of lead 
weights were secured to the cargo floor. 
During the 15th test, conducted on 8 Decem- 
ber 1955, the aircraft was being flown 
69,500 gross weight at a 2.7008 alttude with 
the cargo doors installed. A series of sawtooth 


climbs were being attempted at an altitude of 
2.5008. The right engine failed at tho point in 
time that the loft engine was being feathered. A 
cylinder head temperature of 60°C was boing 
indicated on the loft engine. The right engine 
was feathered and normal rated power was 
applied to the left engine. During this emer 
gency, a loss of 400ft in altitude was incurred as 
The aircraft was diverted on a 20-mile leg to Los 
Angeles International Airport without a further 
loss in altitudo. The entire fight lasted 40 min- 
utes. After replacement of the right engine, ап 
engine calibration run on 14 December 
revealed that Insufficient power was being 
developed in order to continue the tests. A sec 
ond replacement engine was installed and test 
ing was resumed on 20 December. 

Testing continued on 5 January 1956, when 
а 25-minute engine calibration fight was con- 
ducted. On the following day, testing wi 
halted after 40 minutes due to air turbulence. A 
full 2:20-hour fight was conducted on 7 Janu: 
ary. The clamshell doors were removed, and 
testing continued later in the day. The fight was 
again terminated after 20 minutes because of 
turbulence. These tests were resumed and two 
fights lasting 1:35 and 1:05 hours were flown 
‘on the following day. 

‘The clamshell doors were reinstalled for test 
ing on 9 January. After 25 minutes the fight was 
terminated due to roughness in the right engine, 

As a result ofthe tests И was determined that 
the C-119G could not sustain the single engine 
gross weights as published iq hs gyfrent fight 
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"ROUGH FIELD'GEAR. 


manuals. At sea level, the maximum weights 
that would permit a 100 per minute rate of 
climb with the gear and flaps up at 3,5000hp 
were: 72,6001 with the cargo doors on and 
69.700 Ib with the doors removed. 


‘Tandem Gear Tests 
As with most transport aircraft, the C-119 was 
restricted to operating from prepared airfields. 
To permit soft-field operations, Fairchild began 
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‘experimenting with a tandem main landing 
gear system that would increase the aircraft's 
footprint. These tests were conducted in 1951. 
The new twin axle truck was installed on the 
main gear. Each ade had a pair of wheels with 
tires of a smaller diameter that those on the 
standard C-119. The gear doors were modified 
with cutouts that permitted the wheels to par- 
Бају extend into the slipstream. The tandem 
gear installation never went into production. 


EC-119C-19-FA, s/n 50-135, was modified for the 
tandem landing gear tests. Note the sailor 
Inspecting the nose, and the pogos under the af 
fuselage. A camera pod is mounted under the at 
fuselage. In the background was a T-6 Texan 
and an L-19 Bird Dog. Farchi va George Cully 


Fairchild developed a rough field landing gear 
for the C-119. These llustrations show the ай | 


‘Armament Center, Eglin AFB, FL described, 
evaluation for a production model of а 

capacity spray system for both the B-29 
C-119. Only the C-119 aspects of the tests 


provided by: 
Special Weapons Branch, Armament 
Laboratories Wright Air Development Center, 
Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 
Biological Laboratories, Research and 
Engineering Command, US Army Chemical 
Corps, Camp Detrick, MD. 


The tests were designed to evaluate 
handling, installation, and performance 
acteristics of a production model ofthe 
capacity bomb bay spray tank designed 
carrying and dispensing anticrop 
The agent was a mixture of three parts. 
undiluted technical grade butyl 24 
phenoxyacetate, and one part Agent В, 
S:rchlorophenoxyacetate. Consideration 
given to tho effects of various wind and, 
perature conditions on the spray patem. 
Hayes Акстаћ Corporation, Вити 
designed the 1,000-gallon capacity ам 
tank, sel-priming centrifugal pump, and 
necting plumbing for instalation in the 
compartment of a C-119 to specifications 
vided by the Army Chemical Corps and 
Force Research and Development Co 
А small gasoline.powered engine drove 
centrifugal pump. Controls installed on 
fend of the tank faciltated system 
Four detachable castering wheels 
the unit to be towed and maneuvered 
aircraft The system was designated MC- 
The C-119 cargo compartment was 
to accept the tank cradle, ала a hole was 
the bottom of the fuselage to permit 
the dump valve. Another 2in diameter 
ол into the right clamshell door to 
nozzie assembly о extend outside ofthe 
Lastly, an exhaust роп was cut into the 
the fuselage for the gasoline driven 
Hayes Aircraft also modified а 
Heating and Transfer Unit rom an ЕЗЕ2! 
diary Ой Mixing and Transfer Unit for 
the MC-1 system. The unit was 
Transfer a viscous fluid from drums, 
other containers through a heating 
into the spray tank. у 


ned 
by 
alfetta (2007) 


10-119. The aircraft were flown at atti- 
10000, 1.5008, and 2.0001. After ana- 


in which Fairchild C-123 Providers 
|deloliation operations in Southeast 
а variety of chemicals, including. 


for future requirements indi- 
for a 40% increase in defoliation 


to this mission, consideration 
o transferring the mission to the 
Metnam Air Force (УМАР) using 
C-118s. Operation Ranch Hand 
the UC-1235 to be painted in. 
and carry a Vietnamese crew 
for each mission. USAF staff 
the theater determined that the 
mission could be completely 
the VNAF would be if the aircrews 
their fear of ground fre at the 


AC-119 Tests 
The Limited Performance and Stability and Con- 
trol tests were completed on the AC-119 on 23. 
January 1969. The aircraft was de-instrumented 
‘and retumed to Fairchild at St Augustine, FL, on 
29 January. The AC-119K arrived at Edwards 
AFB for tests on 19 June 1969, for similar testing. 
Tactical Air Command's Special Operations 
Forces conducted other tests at Eglin AFB, FL. 
‘These included tests of the night observation 
system (NOS), fire control system, illumination. 
systems, flare launcher, cabin smoke removal 
system, and overall aircraft performance. A 
total of 25 test missions was flown between 9 
and 30 June 1968. Recommendations for a. 
2008 per minute rate of climb on one engine. 
‘could not be met. The C-119 stil could only 
muster а 1000 per minute rate of climb. A 
weight reduction program was instituted. One 
development that resulted from the program 
was а pilotoperated fare launcher that 
weighted 1,0001b with the flares. іп an emer: 
gency, the launcher could be jettisoned to 
reduce weight during a critical phase of fight 
As a result, the AC-119G was capable of 
achieving а 150 per minute rate of climb. 


AIR FORCE RESERVE FLIGHT TESTS 


It should be noted that the Air Force Reserve 
‘Component ranks are filed with members who. 
had prior Regular Air Force experience and long. 
tenure with them on a single aircraft. Such back- 
ground made them well-qualified to perform late. 
rogram testing. Two examples are the Alamo 
Slingshot and the Free-Fall Dolvery system. 


Alamo: 
Members of the 433rd TCW stationed at Kelly 
AFB, TX devised a system that would markedly 
improve aerial delivery operations. Maj George 
Н Siover, а TAC advisor to the 433rd, was 
‘responsible for the concept and development 
ofthe new system. His proposal became a test 
identified as ТАС Test 67-50. While the crews. 
were able to determine the Computed Air 
Release Point (CARP), tho exact timing of para- 


_ an extraction chute and a main cargo chute. 
The conventional method called for the extrac- 
tion chute to pull the cargo out of the aircraft, 
and a cargo chute to subsequently deploy to 
сату the load to the ground, 

With the guidance of Maj Siover, members of 
the 433rd TCW developed a new delivery system 
known as the Alamo Singshot based on a child's 
Sick and rubber band singshot. The Wing 
devised a system employing a bridle consisting 
of 3.00045 test cable looped around with the 
two ends terminating in the overhead monorail 
trolley at the top of the cargo compartment 
located well forward of the cargo packages 
Using a standard load with Amy 2.25045 A22. 
containers, the navigator would precisely control 
the release of the trolley through the monorail 
salvo button that would drive the trolley forwards 


and propel the load out ofthe back ofthe aircraft. 
The web strap securing the cargo was released 
а spit second before the sing launched its load, 
The pilot chute (activated by the monorail sys- 
tem) would release and pull out the cargo chute. 
The average deployment time for a single load 
жаз four seconds. A full load of six pallets could 
be ejected in 4.75 seconds. The Alamo Slingshot 
reduced the average CARP from 210 yards to 73. 
yards over conventional drop methods. Multiple 
releases over a given drop zone could be accom- 
plished within three minutes (the time required 
for a procedure tum). The concepts developed 
with this system were subsequently employed 
‘on the C-119, C-123, and C-130 aircraft 


Free-Fall Delivery Tests 

The introduction of the C-119 into the war in 
‘Southeast Asia, and the probability of a require- 
ment for free-fall delivery of supplies led the 
434th Troop Carrier Wing (TCW), AFRes, 
Bakalar AFB, IN, to suggest testing of a free-fall 
system for the C-119, 

ТАС Test 68-208, Free-Fall Delivery, C-119. 
Aircraft, was conducted by members of the 
434th TCW between September and Decem- 
ber 1968. The tests were conducted to develop 
aircrew procedures, ballistics data, and deter- 
mine the drop zone size for use with free-fall 
delivenes from C-119 aircraft. Maj Paul A 
Dehmer Jr, was the test manager. 

‘The ballistics data published in TAC Test 67- 
50 for the C-130 was found to be inapplicable 
to the C-119. The horizontal distance and time 
cof fall from a C-119 were consistently shorter 
than that for the C-130. Because there was no 
apparent reason for this disparity, TAC Test 68- 
208 included the C-130. 

The three phases of the free-fall drop tests 
were 
Phasel 35 C-119 drops conducted at Bakalar 
AFB, IN in September 1968, 

Phase 3-130 drops at NAF El Contro, CA, 
DOD test range with theodolte capability 

Phase lll 120-119 drops on the Fort Bragg. 
Reservation on 10 December 1968, 


The average exit time for a single 1,800 А22 
‘container was 1.5 seconds. The maximum devia- 
ton was about 0.3 second. The tests revealed tat 
"he existing 60 x 200-yard drop zone (DZ) for sin- 
де loads be increased to 60 x 250 yards for the. 
€-119, The pointof mpact should be located 125. 
yards from the leading edge of the DZ. The addi 
tional DZ length required for each succeeding 
container in а stick should be increased from 25. 
1050 yards. The tests proved the C-130 data to be 
correct, and provided different data for the C-119. 


CONCLUSIONS 


While the Regular Air Force performed the reg- 
мейе syllabus of acceptance fight tests, the Air 
Force Reserve proved itself to be equally capa- 
ble in developing and performing follow-on 
tests that further enhanced the capabilities not 
only of the C-119, but of othasdactienédircroft 
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Air Resupply Drop Procedures 


The concept of supplying miltary units through 
airdrops was pioneered during World War One, 
and developed into a consistently reliable aher- 
native during World War Two in virtually all the- 
aters of the war. However, it was not unti the 
Korean War, with its peculiar logistical prob- 
lems, that we would experience the greatest 
airdrop resupply operation in history 


Air Drop Resupply Requirements. 
The need for an airdrop resupply system 
emerged during the Korean War because of 
poor communications, both road networks and. 
‘ail facilities. Of even greater significance was 
the 
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forward airfields and the actual tront ines. Poor 
weather, enemy interdiction and the rugged 
Korean terrain all had their impact on the rapid 
forward movement of ammunition, petroleum, 
ой, and lubricants (POL); and rations. Enemy 
action and winter conaitions often rendered the 
available roads impassable 

The enemy was clever enough to stay away 
from the few major routes and forced US troops. 
to fight in dificult off-road terrain. They would 
encircle US troops and deny them а way out 
without airin 

Technigues developed within the Zone of 
Interior prior to the Korean War, utilizing С-82 
Packets and then C-119 Flying Boxcars 


proved that airdrops could replace the 
Anything that could be camed in agi 
be parachuted. Air dropping could be 
plshed with less vulnerabily to hosti 
loss of lives and equipment 


Air Drop Preparations. 
Working in concert the 314th Troop 
Group at Smyma AFB, TN and the 
Quartermaster Airborne Supply and 
Company, which was attached to the 
borne Regimental Combat Team (RCT) 
орва the techniques for packaging. 
and dropping supplies 

Special parcels were built up on ahi 
wood pallets, These pallets would 
trucked to the fight ine and loaded, 
craf. A floor-mounted roller system 
aircraft tacitated both loading and 
the palet. Steel cables and nylon 
with hooks were used to secure the 
the tie-down rings in tho aircraft 
clamshell doors were removed от 
for these operations. However, with 
removed, the aircraft's range was 
hampered and crew conditons, 
winter, were marginal at bost. 


Air Drop Techniques. 
Ata point 20 minutes from the drop! 
ers would remove the steel cables 
the load to be secured solely by the 
straps. When the aircraft reached. 
zone, the pilot would signal the ki 
an alarm bell system. AL this time, 
who stood forward of the cargo, 

а newy developed bomb shack 
device that permitted the entire 
depart the aircraft in approximately 
‘onds, Parachutes would extract 
The plywood pallets would break 
the bundles as they hit the sli 
few Korean drop zones permitted 
greater than single ships in tral, a 
mation could drop almost 50 tons 
3.5 minutes. 
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The C-1195 could drop their entire load in a 
pass and execute a rapid chmb-out 
mountain passes, thereby reducing 


| wih ther side cargo doors, 
make several pas 


would not withstand th 
CR at higher speeds. A damaged chute 
@ cause the bundle to fall at a faster rate, 
by increasing the risk of damage. In addi- 
higher drop speeds would scatter the bun- 
IDver а greater area. At 115 knots IAS, the 
was fying just a few knots above 
Speed. yet was passing the drop zone 
fn of 60 yards per second. To slow the 

ПӘ ког ts cruising speed o! 160 knots to 
speed look approximately 90 seconds, 
Ў which time it traveled approximately 

nes 
Ioplimum drop altitude was determined 
between 600 and 800ft above ground 
М wer alttudes the parachutes would 
[live had adequate time to open. During 
joan War this drop alttude was often 
far below the surrounding rugged 
peaks 

pn of а drop zone (DZ) by troops 

4 was critical o the success of the 
To ensure that most of the c 

land inthe desired spot, the OZ had to 
[өөн 500 yards in length. When 30 or 
[rra approached the same OZ, the 
fended to ple up at the center exposing 


ibsequent 


yaT 
9 stem of the T was 
with the heading of the inc 


Ing arcrah 

^. The T was 
eight Rx 158 
Airbome ur 


Above Paratroops are 
why the C-119 had such an upsweep 


placed the T at the center. Co 
to the size, shape, and 

wind velocity and direction; approaches to and. 

йз from the DZ; and proximity to the unit 
reguesting the drop. To preclude drops to the 
wrong units, a code letter was applied in addi 
tion to the T. To prevent a last minute scramble 
in laying out the DZ, this task was to be рег 
formed at least 30 minutes prior to the sched: 
uled arrival of the aircraft that could be early 


due to winds enroute. 


the tallbooms 


Seton An explosive charge separated the pollet harness from the parachute lines to prevent the 
wind trom catching the chutes and dragging the equipment across the ground. 


— —— 


Ап average 5-ton load could have required 
as many as 104 G-9 181 diameter and 50 G-1 
2f diameter parachutes. When so many para- 
‘chutes were simultaneously in neighboring air- 
‘space, a saturation condition occurs. As the 
chutes steal the air from each other, the bun- 
dies oscillate violently. When this happened, 
the shroud lines would become entangled 
between chutes resulting in streamers, thus 
allowing the bundles to free-fall. With adequate 
advanced notice on the DZ, packers could oad. 
а double-section thereby permitting the kicker 
to drop the first half on signal, count to two, and 
release the second half of the load. This stag- 
gering of the drop greatly reduced losses due 
to streamering. A double-section load provided 
а 120-yard separation in the drop. 


Parachute Maintenance and Rigging 
During World War Two, parachutes were sewn 
from вік hence the term ‘hitting the sik’ Later, 
parachutes are made of nylon or rayon depend- 
ing upon their use. Their 1950 cost to the gov- 
ernment ranged between $5 and $2,000 each. 
Lives of the paratroops and the integrity of their 
supplies depended upon the proper care and. 
maintenance of the parachutes. During the 
Korean War, the Army Quartermaster Corps 
was responsible for the maintenance and rig- 
ging of all parachutes employed in airdrops. Ini 
tially this mission was assigned to the 2348th 
‘Quartermaster Airborne Supply and Packaging 
Detachment. This unit was subsequently redes- 
ignated the 8081st Quartermaster Airborne 
Supply and Packaging Company. Members of 
the 8081st wore responsible for: 

Detailed Inspections of the parachutes and 

hamesses 

Drying and dehumidiying the canopies 
= Making requisite repairs 

Storage of serviceable parachutes and 

equipment 
+ Pallet and paratainer build-up 

‘Arerat loading 

Flying as kickers on drop missions 


Shops for the 8081st had over 100 sewing 
machines capable of performing a wide variety 
of different stitches. Special tables were 
employed for inspections and packing of the 
parachutes. Serviceable parachutes and 
‘equipment were stored in a painstaking, but 
necessary, manner. Four layers of waterproof 
‘material protected the equipment from mold 
and mildew. The chutes were then packed in 
crates stored in a warehouse with dehumidi- 
fiers and temperature control 

Members of the B081st were responsible for 
ensuring that the correct load was placed 
aboard each aircraft so thatit could be dropped 
to the proper DZ. They ensured proper рага- 
‘chute attachment to each cargo load. These. 
personnel worked throughout the night to 
ensure that the aircraft were properly loaded 
and ready for the fight crews in the moming- 

Personnel from the 8081st were innovators 
in developing specialized packaging and deliver 
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‘systems for unusual and outsized cargo. Such 

innovations included: 

= Color-coded parachutes or specie types ol cargo 
- Fioorievel roller conveyor system for instalation 
in the C-119 cargo compartments 

- Bomb-shacide release systems to ensure rapid, 
unfom drops 

= S5 gallon drum delvery capability 

- Plywood platforms with frangible materiais to 
reduce impact damage 


US Army Quartermaster Schoo! 
Тһе dropping of paratroops and their equip- 
тегі to establish an airhead was developed 
and fully exploited during World War Two. Sus- 
tained ground operations by the airbome 
forces were bolstered by aerial resupply. It was 
not until the Korean War that America had а 
heavy drop capability. Early training was con- 
ducted using C-82s, followed by C-1195. И was 
the members of the 808151 that wrote the book 
in heavy drop operations. 

Between 1946 and 1953, a series of joint 
Army-Air Force field exercises and maneuvers 
tested the equipment and procedures that led 
to an awesome capability 

The table below identifies the most signi 
cant joint Army-Air Force airdrop exercises 
conducted between 1946 and 1952. 


The US Army Quartermaster School at 
Lee, VA, instituted a quartermaster 


course of instruction that opened in 1950, 
continued through until the end of the 
War. 


The purpose of the course was: 


“Training in inspection, packing, repairing. 
‘and maintenance of personnel and cargo. 
parachutes and serial supply equipment 
loading and securing cargo in aircraft 

‘of cargo in fight, and recovery of parachutes 
and aerial supply equipment. 


Prior to 1950 there had never been алу 
tion given in the maintenance, packing, 
rigging of 100ft diameter cargo parach 
May 1951, the school curriculum 
i2-week, 528-hour parachute, rigging 
‘aerial delivery course. The 140-hour 
supply portion of the course included 
‘elements: 


Subject 


Ar Tareporabity Subjects 

Free Drop Techniques andthe 2200. Container 
Heavy Cargo Parachute Packing 

Heavy Equipment Drop Techniques 


Date Exercise Location 
Озди Тый Force Fig Ladd id, AK 

Nov ИТР 1948 Srowdop Pre Camp, NY 

Nov Ilan 148 там —“ 

* Porter Vagues Бала PR 

Aor slay 1950 — Camp Macha, Рот Bragg, NC 
Кел ‘Souter Pre Fon Bragg. NC 

Dec 1951-F40 1952 Snow Camp Dram, NY 

Mar Agr 1952 logon Fothood TX 

| Riggers Pledge, 


| | wat ep constanty л mind tat unti men grow wings their parachutes must be dependable, 


| wat pack every parachute as tough am to jump with й myst, and wil stand ready to jump. 
wt any parachute which | have cerid as properly packed. 


wêl remember always that the other man's if а өз Gear to him as mine is to me. 


| wrn usr м iow Pr chro йа — 
— — 


| over pass over элу detect, nor neglect any repa, по mater how smal, 
| a ож that omissions and mataas inthe rigging of a parachute may cost a ife. 


we көө a parachute equipment entrusted to my car in the best possible condition, 
remembering aways that Ite Bunge lef undone cause major roubis. 


| wal never yn ту name to a parachute inspection or packing certicate unless | have 
performed or rect supervised every stap, and am entirely sated wih ай the work. 


| wit never it he ез that a ресе of work la good enough’ make me a potential murderer 
| la careless mistake oversight. for! know there can be по compromise with perfection. 


et keep always a whoiehearted respect for my vocation. regarding паза high profession rather i 
' day o day task, and wail keepin mind constant my grave responsibilty. 


Ini be suro = always. 


NU Dsythings remained relatively tranquil 
Paciic, at least as far as the United 
as concerned, although the French 

rioed in combat operations in French 
On Sunday, 25 June 1950, the 
along tho 38th Parallel dividing North 

{South Korea was overcast and rainy. At 
hours the Red North Korean Army 

а sudden all-out attack against the 

jo! Korea. While the Republic of Korea 
Tad foared aggression from the North 
had buit a series of field fortifications 
the Sah Paratoi, mor tightly armed 
were no match for the advancing Com. 
troops. By 0600 hours, columns of 
Korean infanty, supported by Soviet 

[TM tanks, advanced toward Kaesong in 

west and Chunchon in central Korea 
the east coast, south of Kangnung. а 

| but effective force of junks and 
oats deposited North Korean troops 
Î The Communist forces had com 
inen the ROK forces. The US Korean 
могу Group (KMAG) working with 
forces had seen similar incursions by 
troops at isolated sites in the past 
this advance was not immediately 
Ву 0900 hours, KMAG was in a posi 
jf beter assess tho situation and deter 
hat the Communist forces were bent on 
subjugation of the Republic of Korea. 
hours, the word was given to the com. 
of Disict 8 of tho Office of Special 
who in tur relayed the message 
Far East Air Forces (FEAF). This mes- 
Nas immodiately relayed to all FEAF 
twas not unti 1130 hours, when Gen 
Partidge, FEAF commander, arrived in 
їп Nagoya. did he learn of the devel 
Instantly he understood the gravity 
tution, but was limited in his actions. 
в Korea was concerned, FEAF was 
solely withthe minor mission of provid 
the safety of American nationals, and 
hen at the request of the American 
in Korea. 
JA Force operation plan for such con. 
had been issued on 1 March 1950. 
Partridge issued orders to stage air 
ftom the 374 Troop Carrier Wing 
а Tachikawa near Tokyo to Mazuke 
И was closer to Korea. He further 
he 374th that they were not to trans 
Korean air space until ordered to do so. 
оез had to originate rom Gen Douglas 
The 374th TCW was the only aiit 


Chapter 7 


When an urgent call for a wing for a C-47 came from Korea, N was only a matt 
Flying Boxcar of the US Far East Air Forces, 315th Air Division (Combat 


had been loaded into а С. 


Boxcars in Korea 


ol minutes before it 


Cargo), in Japan. The crew who would make the aerial delivery were, lent to right: Capt Richard E 
Knie, SSgt James Castain, Sgt Everett Leonard, and tLt Randall Wood. The photograph dates from 


May 1951. Note the interesting admixture of uniforms. Capt Knie was wearing fatigue pants and 


long Johns top with leather work gloves. SS gi Castain wore his fatigues with the Jacket out of his 
pants. Sgt Leonard wore a flight sui as did Lt Wood. The man to the extreme right wears a tur: 
‘collared fight Jacket over his Might sult. Both Capt Knie and Lt Wood wore their Mae Wost lite 
preservers for the overwater flight. Note Sgt Leonard's shoulder-holstered side arm. USAF PRT 7417 


wing assigned to the Fifth Air Force at that time. 
By early September 1950, it was attached to the 
1st Troop Carrier Task Force (Provisional) 
renamed FEAF Combat Cargo Command (Pro. 
visiona) on 10 September. The wing operated 
а variety of aircraft. Three troop carrier wings 
and two troop carrier groups, operating C-46. 
C47, C-54, C-119 and C-124 aircraft, were 
assigned to the theater. 

As the war broke out in Korea, the 21st Troop 
Carrier Squadron (TCS), operating C-54 Sky. 
masters from Clark AFB in the Philippines, was 
directed to fy ай о! з aircraft to Tachikawa AB, 
дарап where the planes, aircrews, and mainte 
nance personnel were translerred to other 
squadrons within the 374th TCW. Then the 21st 
TCS gained all 11 C-47s that were available 
from other units. This transfer occurred on 29 
June 1950. Aircrews for the 21st TCS were 
drawn from pilots who had been flying desks in 


a myriad of administrative jobs, The 21st TCS 
immediately began assisting in the evacuations 
of civilians from Korea, earning them the name 
Kyushu Gypsies. Their first mission was to 
‘evacuate civilian personnel and families from 
US offices in Seoul. They were unique in that 
they operated their C-47s not only for routine 

ions, but on airland and airevac fights into 
and out of extremely small airfields. While the 
C-1195 to come required relatively well pre- 
parod airfields, the C-47s could operate from 
almost any fat fel. 

South Korean President Syngman Rhee 
overestimated the ROK Army's capabilities 
when he only asked the American ambassador 
to request that ten F-51 Mustangs equipped 
with rockets be tumed over to the ROK Air 
Force no later than the following moming. He 
also requested heavier artillery pieces. Shortly 
thereafter the United Stateg ape othr United 


на 


008075 


Nations became involved in the Korean Police 
‘Action, When the need for US ground forces 
became a necessity, so did the requirement for 
additional aiift. Maj Gen (later Lt Gen) William 
Н Tunner, former Air Transport Command 
Hump and Berlin Airit commander 

‘assigned to FEAF as Deputy Commander Mil 
tary Air Transport Service (MATS) where he 
would temporarily serve to organize a major air- 


offer to return to active duty in the grade ot 
colonel and serve as Tunner's engineering off 
cer. The offer was accepted and Gen Tunner 
immediately had orders cut 


Deployment Plans. 


Plans for deploying C-119 Flying Boxcars to 
Korea were quite tedious and pres 
ber of challenges for ferrying a h 


med anum- 
y, win- 


C-119C-15-FA, s/n 49-184, from the 50th TCS, 
344th TCG, undergoing maintenance In an 
engine dock. O J Bard 


It was originally intended to equip the frst 2 
C-1198s with bladder tanks having a2 798-g8i 
lon fuel capacity. A scheduled vacation at fh 
US Rubber Company precluded their акаа 
ity. Gen KB Wolfe, from Air Materiel Command] 
reversed the plan on 12 July 1950. Rather thal 
stop the production line, the planned seis 
ing tanks were installed, Fairchild calculated 
that with the self-sealing tanks and a 1,0059 
lon auxiliary tank, the aircraft would have fj 
range of approximately 3,000 statute mi 
However, performance figures developed 
the 314th TCW showed the range to be 2 
statute miles 
Fairchild led tho Air Force lo use the 3 
TCW's calculations 

The 3141h TCW evaluated the fuel bum 
five С.11985 under various conditions 
results are shown in the table below, 

The averages resulting rom these tests 

Average maximum range (no reserve remand 

2,100 statute mios. 

Average tuei per hour cruise (not including! 

of and cimb) - 241 gallons/hour 

Average airspeed (vue) - 182mph 

Mandold Pressure - 38in with rpm отт 
",850/1,750/1,850/ SS 


Previous experience 


iftin Korea. engined transport from the ZI Io Japan. Average gross lake-off weight - 660006 


The C- 
time, and, while it had great potential, Maj Gen 


119 was an untried airplane at the 


Grose Wi Ade Range 


ТЫ 


Ром Fuel Remaining FiTme Remarks 


Tunner was a bit apprehensive about the fact 
that he would have а large number of them 
assigned to his units when ай of the bugs had = «9109 
not been worked out of the airplane. Gen Tun 


sane 


© оят 
пег called George Hatcher, а former АТС p 189080 
colonel from World War Two who was now ал MT n 


engineer with Fairchild. Hatcher was made an 


The right side of the nose of ship 49-144 carries this giri and the · 
TUCSAN CHEE-CHEE. The name In fractured Japanese means muchi 
lot of, breasts. Note yellow chop marks surrounding the nose at. 
Scarves were from the squadron color. Here the plot is wearing a 
‘sult that actually а a set of mechanic's coveralls. He is carrying 
a shoulder holster, and an Army-lesue wheel cap with а $0-missot 
crush. O J Bass 


This len side view of the nose of aircraft 48-144 reveals its blus/ white. 
‘quartered nose markings, Indicating that the ship is trom the 62nd TCS, 
314th TCG. The ship also boldly displayed Из name REAM SUPREME and the 
“divine digi. Because the USAF was undergoing a transition from It former 
Army roots, there was no such thing as uniform - here the crew are wearing. 
the World War Two officers’ ‘pinks and greens’ covered by a raincoat and a 
feld cap; next is the new USAF blue uniform and wheel cap with requisite 
SO-mission crush. brown leather lying jacket, and capeskin fying gloves: 
and lastly, a standard issue set of Army olive drab uniform with Ike Jacket, 
Army field cap, and a green nylon fying jacket with a fur collar. O Bas 
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Range utes ме zero wed 
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ГРС 
Fa 218 іст 
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lowing two routes were planned (all dis- 
їп statute miles) 


Foe 
AFB, CAD McChord AFB, WA 610 
1425 
180 


JAFA, НА тепа AFB А 
(FR Ао Serya AFB AK 


ту 
sm 
1367 


Detance Беи ro nd) 


Concluded that the northern route via 
АРВ, AK, offered the greatest safety by 
а much greater fuel reserve and 
landing fields along most of the 


Mobilization 
TOG, based at Sewart AFB near 
ТМ was equipped with С-1198 and 
supported the 1871 Arbome Reg 
[Combat Team (ACT), based at Camp 
Y. Both of these unts wore 

lo Korea. The 314th TCG was to be 
Io FEAF by 15 August 1950 with 64 
Under the command of Colonel Hoyt 
the personnol and equipment of tho 
TC ew across the Pacific arving at 
Ar Base. They immediately rede 

о Ashiya Ar Base in southern Japan 
Mae mission was to Wt 2700 para 
However. was not long thereatter 
Department ot tho Army noted the 
[La requirement to ait 3500 para 
ter heavy equipment. This require- 
ê necessitate use ol 140 of the 
of het equivalents. when only 64 had 
Headquarters USAF agreed 

% of he Flying Borcars, but FEAF 


Above REAM SUPREME just after take-off, revealing transitional markings. The quartered nose was 
new, whereas the Insignia Blue stripes behind the cockpit window were oid. The Мо 1 engine cow! 
‘appears to have been a replacement, sans color, and a blue scallop to the rear. The vertical tall 19 

‘painted in ts squadron colors. While the dorsal fins are added to the booms, the original horizontal 


‘Stabilizer tip extensions remain. | P Ingrassia va MEI D W Menard 


бо Parstroops trom the 187th RCT prepare to board C-119s from the 314th TCG. In the 


foreground is C-1198-FA, sin 48-328, 10 the rear is Marian, C-11 
‘donned by the paratroops for their overwater flight. Fully loaded, each paratrooper carried over 00 


ol gear. USAF va NASM ЧА 37941 


would have to provide the remainder ol the ar. 
craft While the РИ Air Force had already con- 
verted the 21st TCS, 374th TCG, to C-47s 
‘equipped for paratroop operations, the remain 
der of the requirement took some doing. C-46. 
aircraft were obtained trom throughout FEAF 
and the pilots were drawn from desk jobs within 
the command. 

The first missions for the C-1195 were ait 
ing trucks from Tachikawa AB, Japan to Taegu 
AB. South Korea. This а began on 11 
August 1950. 


‘Note the Mae Wests that are being 


Inchon Invasion. 
Gen Douglas MacArthur had planned an inva- 
sion at Inchon that would take place on 21 Sep- 
tember. in the meantime tactical ait strikes 
wore used to hold the advancing Communist 
forces at bay. When it was learned that the 
{187th RCT would not arrive in time to support 
the Inchon invasion, Gen MacArthur decided io. 
make the invasion an amphibious assault 
Upon their arrival in the theater, the 187th 
would be made available for an airlanding or 
paratroop assault іп Koreg,.nned 


тис C82 в 0-119 
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This right side view of Marian reveals Its 
‘transitional markings with the original diagonal 
tall stripes and broad red bands. The nose 
carries the red white quartered markings for the 
Soth TCS, 21ath TCG. In addition, the main gear 
wheel hub caps are painted red. O J Baird 


Airborne troops board these C-119s from the 
аозга TCG under the watchful eye of a pair of 
officers in their t0n truck Behind the troops it 

135, with Its ferocious tee 
on the clamshell doors. USAF 79698 A C. 


there was nose art, then why not tall art? 
Enterprising troops painted a face on the 
Clamshell doors of this 314th TCG airplane, Ne 
the horizontal stabilizer tip extensions on these 
— and the relrofited dorsal fles on top el 
{the booms that date this photograph to some 

time after mid-1951. NASM 4A20111 


REAM SUPREME, С-119С-14-РА s/n 49-144, wat 
being loaded with a special platform that was 
used to drop the treadway bridge to he tat 
Marine Division and the 7th Infantry Division 
troops who were surrounded at the Chosin 
Reservoir. USAF STAC 


in June the retreating ROK forces 
destroyed the Han River bridge at Seoul A 
plete pontoon bridge was to have been br 
to Korea for the Inchon invasion so thatthe 
River bridge could be replaced. This bridge 
been left behind in Japan and its loss was 
discovered unti the offloading began at in 
The solution was to ari the bridge in C-1 fü 
the only airplane capable of tho він. Cor 
nents of the 50-10n, 740f long, floating bi 
were flown to Kimpo aboard 70 C-119s. i 
then trucked to the Seoul Municipal Ai 
where it was quickly assembled by the с 
‘engineers. On 30 September 1950, 3,034 
cles crossed the bridge. Gen MacArthur 
rst to cross the bridge when ho syml 
led the offensive northward. His forces na 
reached the 38th Parallel but, with apt 
from President Harry S Truman and the 
Chiets of Staff, had moved into North Korey 
operation that had begun as an effort to 
South Korea had now become an attempl 
to liberate North Korea. 


Arun Requirements 
Gen MacArthur told FEAF that his 
forces would require between 700 and f 
tons of airlifted supplies dally for an i 
period. Hence, Gen Tunner wanted to hawi 
64 C-119s served by double crews andi 
tional maintenance personnel, thus 
‘each aircraft to fy 200 hours per month 
‘ever, it was soon found that parts (always 
а chronic problem) and engine st 
would only permit a utilization rate of 100 
per month, Therefore, on 10 September, 
Tunner requested an additional 32 CA 
order to sustain the required operations 


First Paratroop Assault 
The shortage of C-1195 in the theater lad 
Tunner to make two proposals to the й 


Ether 87 C-1 195 and 40 С-47в could be 
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was C-119C-15-FA, s/n 49-158, from the 


over the forward entry door. Seen here 
ten Nightline vehicle painted yellow, and. 
USAF officers headed out on an RAR 
with their 8-4 bags and summer 
The ramp was created by use of pierced 
planking. O Bars 


fom the 1871h RCT exited C-1198-FA, 
4657, flown by the Soth TCS, 314th TCG on 


were replaced by colored fin tops and the 
Inte markings were added. USAF AF 3634 


line this photograph was taken in May 
ве 314th TCG had adopted the additional 
ой for thir markings. The lightning 
(nas red on this aircraft for the зо TCS. 
a Audra i shown with her record ot 75. 
soles. Nota the nose markings of the 
ди boots and group топо: Viri 
= Men Will Come, USAF 8007944 


(dop mission, or ай of the C-1198 could 
the drop in two days. The 187th opted 
single drop mission. On 18 October, Gen 
(ordered the 314th TCG's C-1 198 and the 
ТС$з C-47s down for maintenance 
[йө take-off was scheduled for dawn on 20 
1960. The paratroops assigned to the 
IRCT wore rousted from bed at midnight 
eda combat breakfast consisting of soggy 
and cold coffee. They then assem- 
Iound he aircran and awaited the board. 
(эде. Numerous weather delays due to 
Морс tho boarding time to 1100 hours 
(The st вистой took off at noon and headed 
ukchon Sunchon drop zone The arit 
йе» cut of Kimpo in tight formation with 
Песок of РИН Ar Force F-51 Mustangs. 
lew over the Yellow Sea and tumed 
lor the drop zone. Gen Tunner, tying 
the lormation served as the airborne 
commander In another airplane, Gen 
flew to observe the operation. At 
hours the airborne force turned on its 
Йе). А! 1401 hours the paratroops stood 
hooked up. Four minutes later the first 
[la dropped on DZ William south of Suk 
hin one hour, 71 C-119s and 40 C-47: 
2.880 paratroops and 301.2 tons of 
latte wo drop zones, High-tension 
төзе! on the aerial reconnaissance pho- 
posed a minimal problem since the 
had been turned off. In comparison with 
[combat jumps, the casualties were light. 
paratrooper was killed and another 36 
Injuries. Brig Gen Frank S Bowen, 
IRCT commander, stated that, There has 
jabetter combat jump ` He did caution 
Ihe future the spacing between the drop 
should be increased so that the large 
ameter cargo parachutes would not 
фе air rom each other. With regard to 
losses, the following statistics 
[Bout o 12 howitzers, 4 out of 28 jeeps, 


Twin Nifties, C-1198-FA, sin 48-327, was flown by Capt Hank Hoets and Lt 
Ora J Baird, of the 50th TCS, 314th ТСО. This picture was taken at Ashiya 


л. Jodo, C-119C-13-FA, sin 49-132, cared her 


— supplies that would iater be trucked оте 
front. To the rear is C-119C-14-FA, sin 49-143. 
These aircraft served with the 314th TCG. Both 
— crews and men from the 8127th Air Termini 
Group performed miracles during the 10-day 
supply Mf In May-June 1950. The 1,100 tons of 
artery shells delivered daily into two airstrips mY 
the C-46s, C-54s, and C-1198 provided the marg 
or victory against the Chinese at this point dui 
the war. USAF C12283. 


Below ef Joo displays 77 alrland resupply 
missions and four airborne assaults with 
numerous air resupply drops for each. The 
names Marie and Helen are applied beneath Wl 
‘cockpit windows. 8891 Jack J Minton was her 
proud crew chiet. USAF 


ton trucks were lost. One ol i 
was repaired in the fl 
Gen Bowen attnbuted the materiet losses lo 
ice of his packers, The D-Day ca 
mitment for the airdrop included: ‘ton ti 
90mm antitank weapons, ‘ton trucks, 105m 
Howtzers, M-55 anti-aircraft multiple mouii 
лоп trailors, 6.00040 load-bearing plato 
gasoline, water, 105mm and 90mm ammuli 
won. 30, 45 and .SO-calbber апупи 
grenades, 3.5inch rockets, signal suppli 
edical supplies and rations 
The 187th RCT fought throughout the 
oon and night and was able to secure tho 
ground overlooking the drop zones. At 1 
hours on the second day, 40 С-1198 dal 
an additional 1.093 paratroopers and М 
ol supplies Resupply missions wert 
dunng the following two days when an 
nal 184 tons were dropped in 31 С. 
ties. During three days of operations the If 
engaged a force of about 6,000 North 
troops, killed over 2,700 of them, and cap 
another 3,000. They were less success 
their second objective - that of rescuing 
an POWs, The North Koreans had 
them northward by train 
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TCS Maintenance Officer, Capt Hank 
оо time out from his Inspection of Capt 
IS Saunders! aircraft C-119C15-FA s/n 49- 
the 0t TCS, 314th TCG, to pose for this 


Tot was a C-1198-FA, s/n 48-343, 
tothe 62nd TCS, 314th TCG. The 
was dropping supplies to UN troops at 
when this picture was taken in late 
ete the steep cllmbout of the aircraf in 
USAF +78758АС 


44 October, Combat Cargo Command 
(delere а record 1,182 ons of eight 
V marking the largest singe day 
o any one aed to date during the 
Mar This record was surpassed on те 
day. The C-118 ardrops continued 
withthe абала resupply efforts 
[ruo of encly forces was cut off at 
and rine C.1198 dropped 28.5 tons of 
| б, and ol оп 26 October. This 
Iason alowed the troops to rejoin the 
Morce. 
he tor of Combat Cargo Com 
M he US Eighth Amy was able to 
om the Pusan perimeter о almost 
ier along the Chinese border in 
line hereby marking this as one of he 
адагсев of any ground force In his 
lin enemy queria forces erected road 
on suface supply ines, ter олоп 
[Bound by C-478 and C-46s landing at 
fes with crucial loads as C-119s 
Î supplies from overhead. 
fh lessons learned was that the cir 
al he drop zone could be cut almost 
by hanging the C-1198 just above the 
фе nove igh atitudo, the cargo was 
by graviy as t exited the arcran and 
—— 
chen Sunchon drop marked the fst 
jump during the Korean War, the first 
[no tom C-119 упо Boxcar, and те 
combat heavy equipment drop. 


Requirements 
‘of parachutes and equipment in 

in the quantities required was crit 
there was no adequate supply 

and equipment in the 21 that 
[be used for replacements. Parachute 
up in a hurry when one considers 
[T7 personnel chute cost $265 and a 
chute cost $2,200. Supply contain- 

әл additional $120 each. 

members of the 2348th Ouartermas- 
Ак Supply & Packaging Detach- 
redesignated the 80815) were well 

е costs and availability. On D-Day +1 
and 30 men (15 each from the 

а Quartermaster Parachute Mainte- 
) were tasked with recovering 

and associated equipment from 


the Sukchon-Sunchon drop zone. The team 
was able to recover about 80% of the person- 
nei chutes and most of the cargo chutes. The 
losses incurred were traceable to a lack of sup- 
ply discipline on the part of the airborne troops. 
These personnel had cut up а number of per- 
sonnel parachutes for souvenirs and to make 
scarves. In addition, lack of training resulted in 
the paratroops cutting the tie-down and sus- 
pension webbing from the heavy-drop plat- 
forms instead of using the quick-release 
devices provided by the riggers for that pur 
pose. Loss of any portion of the suspension or 
tie-down system rendered the equipment use- 
less. Subsequently a platoon of 60 men from 
the 808151 was organized to perform equip- 
ment recovery after an airdrop 


Miracle at Chosin 
All was quiet as the tst Marine Division and the 
US Army's 7th Infantry Division secured posi- 
tions in the northernmost regions of North 
Korea. US intelligence and the White House 
claimed that they would be home for Christ 
mas; however the troops in the field had 


uneasy feelings because of their personal 
‘observations. The Communist Chinese entered 
the tray early on in the Korean War. Suddenly 
there was a respite, The Chinese assessed the 
situation and then attacked at weakest point in 
the Allied line — the undermanned ROK Army. 
Combat cargo planes were called in to resup- 
ply both ROK and American forces. 

‘Senior General Sung Shin-un, who had been 
опе of Mao Tse-tung's best field commanders, 
led the Chinese IX Field Army that consisted of 
12 divisions. He had the 79th and 89th Divisions 
waiting entrenched in the ridges and mountain 
tops ringing Yudam-ni, along the path of the 
slowly advancing Marines: Many of the sea. 
soned Chinese troops had 15 years of combat 
experience and had litle respect for America's 
fighting ability. The Chinese troops were 
cloaked in white uniforms that were invisible 
against the new snow. With the eerie wail oftheir 
bugles echoing off the mountainsides, the 
hordes of Chinese descended upon our troops, 

The US Eighth Army began to fall back in the 
face of the advancing Chinese on 26 Novem- 
ber 1950. However, Maj өң фиг M 
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Above righ: Ratchet was C-119C-24-FA, a'n 49-124 assigned to the 314th TCG. The d 


оп the Korean alrfelds found its way into every nook and cranny of the C-119s, tripling the workload 


o California Ferry was assigned to the Flying Jennies, 63rd TCS, 403rd TCG. USAF 


of the maintenance personnel. This picture dates from January 1981. NASM 4426 


Below Сөс 


a 


Fairehild C82 & C 


not a strong point ot the Flying Boxcar 


churned up. 


FA, sin 49-176, trom the S0th TCS, 314th TCG, returned from a mission with ts No 2 
‘engine caged. Presumably the engine was shut down on the return leg when the aircraft was empty. 
Single-engine performance wi 


Almond, commander of the US Amy X 
expected the Marines to advance as lf 
had happened, 

The exhausted Marines had fought 
battles on 27 November. With tempera 
20°F. the Marines had to keep moving i 
sweat in their shoepacks virtually tumedi 
and their fingers stuck to their tnggers. Tha 
nese kept coming ай night, hoping to br 
Marines resolve. But, the Marines held od 
at dawn they counterattacked. One 
platoon suffered 60% losses within 10 
and their survivors fled down the hil. Maji 
Almond thought this was a minor 
action and continued in his behet that eX 
could advance all the way to the Yalu 

A force of 20,000 men from the 1st. 
Division and the 7th Infantry Омеей 
secured the Chosen hydroelectric plants 
reservoir in the snow-covered mountains 
west of Hamhung in November 1950. TY 
divisions of the Chinese Communist ТМ 
Army began to sever the escape routes 
the Sth and 7th Regiments ofthe 1st Mand 
sion and elements of the Army's 31st and 
Regiment, 151 Battalion, 7th піалу 
Around 1,100 Army personnol from eadi 
ment had just relieved the Marines ont 
side of the Chosin Reservoir when the 
attacked. They were overrun and the 
walked or crawled into the Marine ines 
Hagaru-ni. Close air support was pr 
United Nations tactical aviation uni. 

The name Chosin resulted trom те, 
ese maps our forces used. Chosin is. 
for reservoir. The Korean name for ths 
is Changin. 

C-47 from the 21st TCS Kyushu 
New overtime missions on 28 Novemberi 
10 tons of ammunition to the Marine 
ni and 16 tons to the Army at Sinh 
moon the following day, a request for 40 
supplies for the beleaguered troops 
be fulfilled by the Kyushu Gypsies 
tar exceeded their capabilities. In fact, 
FEAF Combat Cargo Command's 
tem could only handle 70 tons рег day. 
itation was the result of the Amys 
capabilities. The 2348th Quarter 
bome Air Supply and Packaging 


Ashiya augmented ts operatio with 
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Jol the right side nose art on Ready n Waiting C-119C-22-FA, s/n 
| Her совой was 211 H Jordan Jr, and АЗС R L Burns the radio. 
In 1982/53 when this picture was taken. J Cor va MSI D W Menard 


iso that they could have a 24-hour-a- 
A detachment of the 2348th was 
lo Yon-Po Airfield along with a detach 
[ol 1199. The Quartermaster personne! 
"he Marines how to load the C-1198, 
IFEAF Combat Cargo Command geared 
IR 250400vper-day capability, a reduced: 
resupply fort was conducted around the 
Reservoir. By 3 December, tho air 
operation got into high gear and the. 
Of tho Marine and Army units were. 
regroup, They were cut off to the front 
The Tear. However, they were able to 
Jou an airstrip that could be used by the 
ИСЗ C47s. The Gooney Birds flew 250 
nd brought in 273.9 tons of supplies 
Kout4 689 sick and wounded troops. 
һе 1st Marine Air Wing Вен 56 of the 
[fortes and the Royal Hellenic Ам Force s 
flew 30 sorties. The 801st Medical 
Squadron provided medical care 
the operation. Ther efforts not only 
lw, but boosted the morale and com: 
of the 1st Marine Division, 
jheporienced rigger made an error in. 
Ihe load and fell out of a C-119 that 


was flying south of the Chosin Reservoir at an 
altitude of 8, 000Rt He landed in enemy territory, 
lost his weapons and helmet, but managed to 
walk out to Yon-Po on the following day. There, 
he caught the same aircraft for a fight back to 
Japan. This example only highlighted the 
requirement for rained personnel 
John J Kustura graduated from Parks College 
in Cahokia, IL and received a commission as a 
second lieutenant in the USAF, He arrived in 
Korea without job. The requirement for Kickers 
was so great, that he was quickly trained for the 
job and sent out on combat missions. Because. 
the job was not befitting of an officer, Lt Kustura 
was subsequently reassigned as an instructor 
Col Hoyt Pringle was Gen Tunner's liaison. 
officer with Мај Gen Akmond's X Corps. The sit- 
uation in the feld was deteriorating rapidly, 
Already 800,000 casualties had been sus 
tained by Army and Marine forces in the Chosin 
Reservoir area. Col Pringle hurriedly scribbled а 
note to Gen Tunner describing the situation and 
emphasizing the urgency for immediate aerial 
resupply. The message arrived at Tunners 
headquarters by courier and the General was 
awakened just past midnight on 1 December 
Tunner called his staff together and placed Brig 
Gen Robert D ‘Red’ Foreman in charge of the 
Tellel operation. Within an hour after Gen Tunner 
had been awakened, crews were rousted from 


When the Red Devils pranged C-Y19C-21-FA, s/n 50-166, at Pusan, the 
‘enterprising members of the 35th FIS, flying F-B0s, commandeered the 
hulk and converted It into thelr officers snack bar, O J Baird 


their quarters and every C-47 in Japan and 
Korea was ready to go. The C-119s followed. 
The aircraft were loaded with rations, winter 
‘equipment, small arms, and ammunition. Flying 
Boscars were in tho area by noon, seeking pock- 
‘ts of troops who eagerly awaited thelr drops 

On the morning of 5 December, Gen Tunner 
flew to Hagaru-ri in a C-47 to confer with Marine 
Мај Gen Oliver P Smith. A formation of C-1198 
appeared overhead and began disgorging 
their cargo. Parachutes in red, blue, green, yel 
low, and white identified the contents of the 
parcel. One parachute failed to open and the 
load crashed into the compound, causing Gen 
Smith to complain about the chute failures and 
the fact that several of his Marines had been 
injured and killed by these missiles, Gen Тип. 
ner apologized but stated that every effort was 
made to reduce such happenings, and their 
success rate was quite high. He went on to 
make an offer for an air evacuation of the encir 
led Marines. This offer was countered with a 
request forthe continuation of the airdrops and 
to ffy in Marine replacements. Gen Smith 
intended to fight his way out. Two days later the 
Marines were able to break out of Hagaru-ri and. 
link up with the 1st Regiment moving in from. 
Koto-ri. The Chinese then blew up the apron to 
а bridge crossing a 1.500t-deep Su-dong 
Gorge, thus cutting off the escape route for the 


Marines, Maj Gen Almond believed the only 
way out for the Marinas would be to abandon 
their equipment and get out on foot. Lt Col John 
Partridge, commander ol the 1st Engineering 
Battalion, briefed Gen Smith with a most 
unusual request - he wanted eight spans of an 
M-2 treadway bridge, complete with plywood 
planking, to be airdropped to his forces. 

А treadway bridge had never before been 
airdropped, Each span, when packaged for 
‘dropping, weighed in at an even two tons and 
measured 18ft (length) and 7R бит (width). At 
Yon-Po, one о! the bridge sections was test 
dropped using six G-t 241 diameter para 
chutes. The test was a failure and time was 
running out. The requested eight spans were 
loaded onto eight C-1 198. However this time a. 
pair of large G-5 48:1 diameter chutes were 
attached fo the ends of the spans. On the mom- 
ing ot 7 December, the eight C-119 departed 
YYon-Po for Koto-ni. Upon reaching an atitude ot 
1,0008, the loads were re-rigged so that about 
seven feet of the bridge section extended aft of 
the aircraft to shorten the drop time and reduce 
the size of the drop zone circular error. The 
drop zone was approximately 300 yards in 
length. By shiting the load aft, the drop time 
was reduced from four seconds to less than 
two seconds. The eight aircraft let down 
through the mountains to an altitude of BOOR in 
a trail formation to drop the bridge spans on an 


в2 Farchid C828 0-119 


unmarked 300ft wide drop zone. One span was 
damaged and another fef into the hands of the 
enomy. A few more supplies were dropped, 
and lato in the afternoon of 8 December, a 3rd 
Infantry Division task force from Hungham 
broke into Koto-r. After 13 days of isolation the 
st Marine Division and remnants of the 31st 
and 32nd Infantry Regiments were able to 
escape across the only bridge in the жопа to 
be airdropped. By nightfall, some 265 tons of 
equipment dropped by almost 14,000 para 
chutes had been supplied to the troops at Koto- 
ri. Despite frigid weather, adverse terrain, and 
combat conditions, the units got out with most 
of their equipment. These intrepid Marines and 
soldiers were dubbed the Chosin Few. 

Senior General Sung Shir-lun's forces sut 
fered massive losses. According to Chinese 
documents, they suffered 37,500 casualties, 
including 25,000 dead. Consequently his entire 
IX Army Group had to be withdrawn from the 
Chinese order of battle. 

During this 13-day operation, 313 C-119 sor- 
без and 37 C-47 sorties had dropped a total of 
1,580.3 tons of equipment and supplies to the 
beleaguered troops on the ground. The break 
age rates were high due to the hardness of the 
frozen ground. While some of the drop zones 
were missed due to the adverse terrain and 
some of the supplies were dropped into enemy 
hands, the air resupply operation was a suc 


The 63rd TCS, 403rd TCG flew this delightful 
‘damsel, C-119C-23-FA s/n 51-2563, with her 
red/white nose rings, checkered nose gear stu 
doors, and tall stripes, In addition to the insignia 
Red Arctic markings. The main gear wheel hub 
caps were also painted red. The aircraft went on 
о serve with the French in Indochina (Seo 
Chapter 8). V Lunning 


C-119C-23-FA, sin 51-2572, carried this large 
piece of nose art on her right side. The aircraft 
had insignia Red Arctic trim and the red whe 
markings for the 63rd TCS, 403rd TCG. Nola 
this aircraft had striped nose gear doors and 
tour red arcs on the nosewheel. V отту 


cess. Gen Smith stated, Without the 
‘ammunition many more friendly troops 
have been kiled There can be no doubt that 
supplies received by this method proved to 
the margin necessary to sustain adequate 
‘operations of he division during ths period. 
{he actions at the Chosin Reservoir between 
‘November and 10 December 1950 by he 3f 
TCG, 21st TCS, and the 801st Medical Ar 
uation Squadron, these units were awarded] 
Distinguished Unit Citation, the first such 
awards presented to units in the Korean War 


Major Pullout 
After the rescue at the Chosin Reservoir 
entire US Army X Corps began seriously 
ing out the details tor a wholesale часи 
These plans were started on 11 Dec 
This operation could have been accom, 
in ten days through water Ift, but there wal 
guarantee that ten days remained before 
positions would be overrun by the Chinese. 
Gen Almond planned on using ait № 
fullest. While the Yor-Po Airfield could be 
Yor much of the trafic, an auxiliary airs 
made on the beach at Hungnam, 

‘An all-out aii was begun on 14 
and lasted until 0900 hours on 17 
when the airfield could no longer be. 
against Chinese infitrators, Throughout 
four days FEAF's Combat Cargo Cor 
flew a 24-hour-a-day operation, during 
the planes took off at five-minute Intervals, 
ing this time the Command flew 393 
from Yon-Po airtting 3,891 passenger, 
patients, and 2,088 6 tons of cargo. 

Flying conditions were tedious due ip) 
adverse weather. The fight crews were пай 
to rest and had to assist in loading t 
in order to speed their turnarounds. The! 
and tension actually developed into iir 
ultimately required the hospitalization ol a 
ber of plots. Ground crews also were putt 
test. Four C-119s were grounded at Y 
mecharvcal reasons. И not repaired, they 
have to have been destroyed. One had a 
elevator replaced and another was Кони 
an inoperative fuel pump. Two engines 
pulled from an airplane al Ashiya and 
Yon Po to be installed on a third C-119 sf 
could be flown out. The fourth airplane 
‘enced a failed scavenge pump at the ast 
and had to be destroyed by the retreating 
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Baby was painted on the right side of the nose ot C-1198-12-FA, 
ИЗ. The yellow corners and words ‘CUT HERE FOR EMERGENCY 
appeared forward of the nose number. O Bars 


Amy X Corps Support 
1981, he US Army X Corps located 
‘ental sector of Korea was seriously 
d Wih the North Korean ll апа V Corps 
headed toward Wonju, a major road 
pn cly in a mountain basin of the area. 
IUS Amy 2nd Division's advance was held 
snow clogged and guernla nfested sup. 
les. Ar support was being provided by 
from tho US aircraft carers Leyte 
Sea, and Valley Forge, Combat 
[Command's help was needed. The 2181 
ünded the C-47s atWonju, providing 115 
if cargo. C-1198 from the 314th TOG 
another 460 tons of supplies to the 
Maj Gen Robert B McClure, 2nd 
commander, commended bom 
Junta for thor help 
he trst 24 days of January, Combat 
Command's C-465, C-47s, and C-54s 
d 5041 tone of materiel and men for 
№ Force and another 7,445 tons for 
Атту. On thir return trips they ovac- 
0489 combat casualties. This quantity 
material was stil insufficient to 


(he needs of the X Corps, requiring an 
406 C-119 sorties dropping another 
ors of cargo. 


Thunderbolt 
В Ridgway, Eighth Army com- 
(илеп the American | and IX Corps 
оп Thunderbolt on 25 January 1951 
ja reconnaissance mission designed to 
past the Han River. The Fifth Air Force 
{close alr support. The reconnaissance 
moved northward against a Communist 
force provided by two divisions of the 
60th Army. Next Gen Ridgway sent the 
Amy into action and converted tne 

into a lul-scale attack 
IB February the Communist forces had 
Hoengsong and then focused their 
оп Chipyong-ni, another mountain- 
vilage northwest of Wonju. Chipy- 
then held by elements of the US 


Army 2nd Infantry Division. Should the town be. 
taken, which was at the hinge between the US. 
IX and X Corps, the entire Eighth Army would 
be endangered. 

The US Army 23rd Infantry Regiment and a 
French battalion were soon surrounded at 
Chipyong-ni and the 2nd Division was then 
given the highest priortty in air support. The 
Fifth Air Force provided fighter support. C-1 195. 
from the 314th TCG dropped 87 loads of gaso- 
line, ammunition, and rations 

Aer the battle, X Corps commander, Maj 
Gen Edward M Almond, said, ‘Our air support 
and our flying ammunition into the circle of 
defenses. about half mie in diameter. sustained 
those men in that position, and they held it 


Operation Killer. 
Gen Matthew В Ridgway initiated Operation 
Killer on 21 February 1951, in a move designed 
to cut off and destroy the enemy troops who 
had penetrated into South Korea. The United 
Nations altack caught the Communists off 
guard and the supporting air strikes dealt 
heavy losses io the overextended enemy 
forces. The early spring rains and thawing took 
their toll and made a mess of lines of commu- 
nications for the US Army IX and X Corps. The 
C-119 from the 314th TCG made every effort 
1o support the troops in central Korea. Between. 
23 and 28 February 256 C-119 sorties were. 
‘employed to drop 1.358 tons of supplies to the 
ground forces north of Wonju. 


Viva La France. 
Between 14 and 16 February 1951, the Chinese 
had a French battalion surrounded in a one 
Square mie area near Chipyong-ni, C-1195. 
тот the 314th TCG were subjected to heavy 
automatic weapons ground fire during these 
three days as they dropped nearly 400 tons of 
ammunition and weapons. One night 20 С-119в 
made deliveries to the French. A weather plane 
reported the advance ofa violent snow storm as 
the Boxcars approached at dusk, but the crews. 
bore on knowing the urgency of the situation 


The lef side of aircraft 49-113 carried this Interesting place of nose art 
‘that roughly translates into 40 Men and 8 Horses. The ship was assigned 
to the 6181 TCS, 314th TCG, Written In script, the plot was 1st Lt John С 
Parish Jr, and the crew chief was SSgt William A Roscoe, О J Bawd 


The weather plane pilot spotted tho burning 
gasoline-soaked rag markers for the drop zone 
and orcled the area with his landing lights on, 
hoodiess of the ground fre to assist the C-1 195. 
in their mission. The airdrop was a success and. 
the French used the ammunition to fight thair 
way out of the trap with the assistance of an 
advancing Allied armored column. 


Munsan Mayhem. 
The initial drop of the 187th ACT into Munsan 
was staged trom Taegu, Korea, where the unit 
was located. The fighters that normally oper 
ated out of Taegu were temporarily relocated 
during the art operation. Troops were аи об 
from Taegu to Munsan by 80 C-1198 and 55 
C-46s. All of the 18th's heavy equipment located 
at Taogu was airlifted back to Ashiya where it 
was packed and rigged for the airdrop. A last 
minute requirement for the 1st Battalion neces: 
sitated а C-119 to return to Ashiya for three 
additional radio jeeps that were delivered Io 
Taegu and integrated into the drop sequence. 
Dust on the airfield forced following aircraft to. 
take off in the blind unti they cleared the airfield. 
The 187th ACT jumped into Munsan north- 
west of Seoul on 23 March. During the initial air 
drop, 27 jeeps and trailers, a pair of weapons. 
carriers, twelve 75mm howitzers, four 105mm 
howitzers, two large trailers, and fien 60045 
load-bearing platforms were delivered to the 
1871h. Immediately thereafter, more than 500. 
tons of ammunition, gasoline, food, and other 
supplies were parachuted to them. After two 
days of heated battle with the Chinese and 
‘even with dally air resupply, one unit from the 
187th had not eaten for 24 hours and was down 
10 a mere three rounds of ammunition per man, 
An airdrop came just in time to save the unit 
During the initial attack on Munsan, one of 
the C-119s had made a successful drop and on. 
the return trip an engine caught fire. Five of the 
crew bailed out, but the pilot and co-pilot were 
‘caught in the fireball that destroyed the aircraft 
It was believed that the aircraft was struck by 


yound fre. The crew chief, who had taken his 
r crew chiet, who had taken his 
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злу Girt was the name applied to the right side of the nose of C-119C-23- 
FA, s/n 51-2588, from the 50th TCS, 314th TCG. Note the retracted curtains 
forthe aft two cockpit windows, and the yellow Ме raft package stowed 


against the window. O J Baird 


dog Rivets on every mission, carried the dog in 
his arms as he jumped. The dog had been pro: 
moted through the rank of sergeant, and had 
‘even been awarded the Air Modal. 

‘Another C-119 was hit badly during the drop 
at Munsan and was returning home in torma- 
tion with smoking, and finally burning, engines. 
Five of the seven-man crew managed to Бай 
out. A psychological warfare C-47 from the 
Kyushu Gypsy squadron spotted the downed 
С.119 and proceeded to circle the area broad: 
‘casting for the status of the downed crewmen 
For three hours the C-47 circled the area until a 
rescue helicopter made it to the downed per 
sonnel. While not saving any critically injured 
airmen, the Gooney Bird was appreciated for its 
timely morale efforts 


Wear and Tear 
During the month of March, Combat Cargo 
Command dropped more than 2.300 tons of 
supplies to a large number of units. Some of the 
drops were made in single or two-ship runs. 
Most ofthe units supplied were American; how. 
‘ever, ROK and other UN organizations also ben- 
efted from the airdrops. Determining the proper 
drop zone was dificult at best. The crews had to 
by-pass units that had received a drop on the 
previous day even though they were adjacent io 
those who were to receive their drop. This task 
was particulary dificult when dealing with sup- 
ply-hungry units, especially from the ROK Army 
who would lay out the T markers whenever they 
spotted supply planes. In addition, the enemy 
would attempt to lay out similar panels. The 
cargo carriers frequently relied on radio com 
‘munication to verity a drop zone. 

The C-119s from the 314th had experienced 
severe wear and tear since their deployment to 
FEAF in August 1950, By April 1951, 75 Flying 
Boxcars were grounded for mechanical rea 
sons. This was to have been a 60-day TDY, but 
tumed into a seven-month visit On several 
Occasions, engines were reported to have 
dropped off the C-1 195 with disastrous results. 
Severe shortages in engines and spare parts. 


64 Farchid C828 0-119 


along with the rugged operating conditions 
led to a major deterioration in the airworthiness 
оГ the Flying Boxcars that regularly lew in ал 
cwergrossed condition. The airplanes were 
grounded while the mechanics and other spe- 
clalists from throughout Combat Cargo Com- 
mand worked on them. Of particular concen 
were the propellers. The airdrop mission was 
temporarily turned over to the 437th TCG's 
C-465. On 23 April the C-1195 had been refur 
bished and placed back on flying status 


High-Altitude Drop 

During the latter part of May 1951, heavy equip- 
тегі drops were assigned to the 314th TCG. 
Оп 24 May, they dropped 38 tons at Sango-r 
The following day they dropped 150 tons to the 
1871h АСТ and 2nd Infantry Division at Ua- 
Yong-ni. During the next three days the C-1195 
dropped 100 additional tons to ROK forces at 
Kap-Tun-ni and Sanggang ni. 

Eight С-1198 made one of the highest 
tude drops near а 5,400 mountain top. Under 
the command of Col William Н Delacy, the Вох 
cars circled the mountain for over an hour as 
US fighter bombers struck the enemy positions 
with napalm, fragmentation bombs, and rock 
ets. A total of 35 tons of ammunition and sup- 
piles was dropped. According to Col Delacy, 
We worked our way through low hanging 
clouds and heavy smoke trom the napalm and 
got 100% results rom our drop. 

More that 500 tons of supplies were dropped 
оп 31 May and 1 June. The recipients were the 
1st Marine Division, 7th US Division, and the 2nd 
ROK Division near Chunchon and Chang-ni 
Engineers were building a new airstrip. Despite 
heavy enemy ground fre and dangerous moun- 
tainous terrain coupled with poor visibility from 
low hanging clouds, the drops were completed 


Operation Ripper 
Brig Gen John Р Henebry had taken over com 
mand of the 315th Air Division from Gen Tunner 
оп 8 February 1951. Gen Henebry looked tor 
ward to an arborne operation from the day he 


alry's armored columns drove into the сіу; 
out much difficulty. The US torce 
were а mere eight miles from the 38th Par 
Оп 21 March, the 187th АСТ had b 
staged at Taegu along with BO C-1 19s from 
314th TCG awaiting а drop into Chund 
With the city's capture, the mission 
scrubbed. However, Gen Ridgway envi 
expanding Operation Ripper. The Come 
forces had withdrawn from Seoul and Gi 
Ridgway wanted to pursue them with thet 
Army | Corps attacking at the Imjn River 
he wanted the 187Ìh to jump into Mi 
village lying across tho Seoui-Kaesong 
way, so that they could trap the fleeing 
forces on the morning of 23 March 
This new mission was named Op 


assessment showed that approximately 1 
North Korean troops were in the vicinity al 
san-ni and the mission had to be timed. 
fectly. To ease their planning, Gen Heneb 
the 187th commander, Brig Gen Fr 
Bowen, opted to use the same sequencti 
loading originally planned forthe jump at 
chon. General Bowen wanted his troops 
ground at two drop zones simultaneously. 
Two wings of B-26 Invaders began sol 
up the enemy using airbursting 50045 b 
and low-level strafing attacks. The 4520 
sent 32 B-26s to a target just north of 
While the 3rd BW dispatched 24 invaders 
gets near the drop zone. The 35th FG 
F-51 Mustangs as an escort for the troop 
aircraft. By the end of the day, 72 C-1188 
dropped 2.011 paratroops and 204 tons ol 
plies and equipment, while 48 C-46s dr 
эп additional 1,436 paratroops and 15. 
‘signal equipment, ammunition, and food. 
low-level jump, the 187th sustained 84 
casualties, 40 of which soon retumed t 
Eighteen paratroops were wounded andi 


came through with five aircraft slightly 
by small arms fire. Another Boxcar 
sustained greater damage and, on 
тит tip to Taegu, burst into lames. Five 
(тен balled out; however, the pilot and 
died in tho ensuing explosion, 
North Korean troops indicated that 
had begun to move out as early as 21 
When they had learned that the 187th 
be coming. While the Communists 
а number of espionage agents in 
Korea, especially around airfelds, it is 
that they saw the large concentration 
сал aircraft parked at Taegu and 
ОА а general alarm. The 187th killed 
200 enemy troops and captured 
Ia result ot their jump. Another 24 troops 
Captured within the 187th's perimeter. 
[Communist forces consisted of the sec 
North Korean 19th Division. 
profitable results, the 187th moved 
Но capture the high ground behind the 
тоор» that were resisting the US 3rd 
‘advance up the road from Seoul 10 
Without a supply line from Seoul, the 
jhad о rely on a continued airdrop rosup- 
[Dn 24 March, support was started with 36 
dropping 40 additional troops and 
lons of supplies. An additional 65.8 tons 
(дорре by 12 Flying Boxcars on 26 and 
During the last two days of the oper- 
ge were pretty grim for the 187th 
[ol ine troops had not eaten for 36 hours 
009 artery battery was down to five 
Idl'ammuntion. General Bowen praised 


support by saying, ‘The D+3 supply 
Was as near perfect as anyone could 
We recovered 95% of the supplies 


Back Missions. 
been done several times before in 
the 50274 Tactical Control Group 
had bull radio stations on mountain 
jg navigational assistance to the UN 

Iplyng the skies of Korea during the war. 

1951, they took a particularly chal 
Imountain top. The new site was located 
atop a mountain in the central sector 
отте. There were no roads or rais 

Hap. Loose rock posed an avalanche 

There were areas with slippery slopes. 


16-1198 In heir voo-ot-vees 
fy over C-1Y9C-17-FA, а/п 49-198, from 


Lastly, heavy fighting had taken place and the 
site was littered with mines left by both sides. 
More than 150 Korean chogie boys, or bear. 
ers, were employed in getting the S02nd 
TacCG initially established on the peak. This 
10-day effort during good weather resulted in 
numerous injuries, including several broken 
legs, two broken arms, and a broken back. The 
chogie boys brought radio equipment, genera- 
tors, and the original tents up the mountain 

The 502nd TacCG approached FEAF Com- 
bai Cargo for assistance unti adequate roads 
‘could be built and normal ground resupply was 
‘able to support the unit. The result was the 
‘Aching Back missions named in honor of the 
chogie boys who stil would have been hauling 
supplies up the mountain. 

The three essentials dropped by the C-119s 
меге gasoline, C-rations and water. For the frst 
‘Aching Back mission, six C-119s from the 314th 
‘TCG flown by seasoned crews were employed, 
In place of the traditional T-panets, the mem- 
bers of the 50274 TacCG used smoke pots to 
mark the drop zone. For secunty reasons, the 


wr 


smoke pots were it only after they had been 
alerted that the C-119s were on their way. The 
first mission was flown with excellent weather, 
While the clouds blanketed the valleys below, 
the peak was miraculously clear. Normally the 
Aching Back crews had to circumnavigate 
heavy cloud cover to find the peak. The smoke 
pots marked the drop zone in a small saddle 
atop the mountain. The pilots of the Flying Вох 
cars circled the mountain assessing the wind 
direction and speed to plan their drops. Five- 
топ loads of supplies rolled out of each aircraft 
and were lowered on briliantly colored para. 
chutes. The frst mission was so successful that 
95% of the cargo fell into the drop zone 

Just because the drop was successful did 
not mean that the recipients would get all of the 
loot! During the first night, Turkish soldiers 
guarding the mountain top heard ratting in the 
bushes. The next day it was learned that Red 
guerrila troops had skulked away with some of 
the gasoline and rations. After that incident, a. 
security perimeter was established after each 
drop unti the supplies could be relocated into. 
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a barbed wire compound. The guards had 
orders to shoot anyone not authorized to han- 
Фе the materials 

‘The supplies sustained more than 100 peo- 
ple оп the mountain top including Turkish sot- 
Giors, the chogie boys, and members of the 
USAF 605th Tactical Control Squadron. 

Dispersal encountered during the first drop 
was countered in subsequent missions when 
only half a load was dropped on each pass. 
Despite all of the adverse conditions, the air 
crews consistently dropped 90-95% of their 
load within the drop zone during their weekly 
resupply missions. 

Bundle recovery for the recipients was no 
small chore. They constantly had to direct the 
bundles away trom the radio antennas, tents, 
and buildings. The main Ouonset hut was 
holed several times by errant 55-дайоп drums 
‘swaying beneath the parachutes 

While the weather was forecast as good 
when tho C-1195 departed Ashiya AB, it was 
not unusual for the mountain peak to become 
‘socked in by the time the aircraft arrived in the 
area. Crews then would circle unti they 
reached a critical fuel state in hopes of being 
able to drop their load. f the weather did not it, 
they would head for the nearest suitable airfield 
and await a change in the weather - sometimes. 
taking several days. 

‘The only known building to be airdropped 
was flown in a C-119 during one of the Aching 
Back missions. The building was an outhouse 
‘constructed from plywood pallets. It had a door 
with a window, A requisite crescent moon was 
applied as was the name Li'L Abner. 


June Quagmire 
The rains in June 1951 tumed the Eighth Army's 
communications ines into quagmires. Ardrops 


86 Farchid C828 C119 


were essential to the support of the US Атту! 
Corps and the ROK Army | Corps. The C-119. 
had to thread their way through a maze of 
‘mountain peaks in order to make their drops on. 
‘often inadequately marked drop zones, Many of 
the drops were made at BOOR altitudes. Disaster 
‘struck on 3 June when a C-119 formation was. 
‘searching for a drop zone in the ROK Army Sth 
Division's area. The Boxcars flew through a bar- 
rage of friendly алйегу fre resulting in the loss 
of two aircraft. Consequently, Gen Henebry 
ordered that the troop carrier aircrat would not 
‘enter a drop zone prior to establishing radio. 
contact with a Mosquito controller or a tactical 
air control party on the ground. in addition, һе 
sent a team of officers to the front to brief the 
ground units on what constituted a drop zone. 


Awards 
The 314th TCG was awarded the Distinguished 
Unit Citation for its actions during the period of 
28 November to 10 December 1950, and the 
Republic of Korea Presidential Unit Citation for 
the period 1 July 1951 to 27 July 1953, 


More Boxcars Needed. 
The USAF supply system could not keep up the 
demands of the 314th TCG. The in-service rate 
plummeted and more C-119s were lost. From 
the beginning, the 314th never possessed 
enough aircraft to М! the 1871h in one drop. То 
rectfy the situation, a major reorganization of the 
troop carrier units took place in October 1951 
initially the 314th operated with four squadrons 
ot C-119s. The new plan called for two groups. 
with three squadrons each. One squadron trom. 
the 314th TCG was retuned to the ZI in a paper. 
move; its airplanes remaining for the new group. 
Also at this time the operating units were redes- 
ignated from groups to wings. 


C-119C-16-FA, sin 49-172, rom the 81st TCS, 
314th TCG, carries Из Green Hornets 

fon the retrofitted dorsal fins. The aircraft ls 
dropping the last of its paratainers. 
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‘eran 314th TOW. The new Table of 
5 Equipment (TOE) called for three 
‘and 48 aircraft per wing. Col Maurice F 
(former commander of the 435th TCG, 
international Airport, Florida), assumed 
‘mand of the 403га on 15 May 1952, shorty 
their arrival in Japan. His task was formidable, 

Of the 71 C-119s in the unit, only 28 
‘commission during June; and none were 
considered safe for fying. This deplorable 
ot affairs caused FEAF to demand 
action. Matters came to a head, and Ar 
Command prodded delinquent 
provide the necessary spare parts and to 
dite deliveries to Japan. From the Z1, Та 
Air Command provided a number of newer 
‘serviceable C-119s to FEAF, thereby | 
the 403rd to retum some of their 
queens to a newly opened repair depotint 
ingham, Alabama. This depot was 
Hayes Aircraft. Col Casey, on 2 
‘announced Operation Get Ready that 
goal for having 75% of the wing's aircraft 
atonal. His maintenance personnel 
through with а 60.2% in commission 
September thereby allowing the wing to 
ipate in its first mission. 

Operation Snowball was flown between 
3 October 1951. During this operation, 3t 


federal service on 1 January 1953. At. 
they had 46 of the original C-1198 
‘deployed to Korea in 1950. Problems 
C-119 had led the airplane to be 


form cargo drops and the carriage ой 
troopers. The 403rd TCW was replacedi 
483rd TCW that benefited from the 


logistics system. The 483d TOW 
initial allocation of 96 replacement C- 
April 1953. As a result ofthe improved 
system, the 483rd was able to attain a6Î 
commission rate during the first hait of 
апа by June, this had risen to 78.8%. 


Operation Feint 
Maj Gen Trapnell was reassigned to 


Advisory and Assistance Group ( 
was helping the French and 
building resistance to the ever- 


jumped since before the Kojedo air- 


je frst day, the 315th TCW provided 
(fr a battalon-sized drop. The aircraft 
fight before and were loaded. Early 
the C-46s departed with nearly 
gwtroopers. An earïer aircraft had 
арапа team into а fere valley 
Ol the 1871h ACT broke into vari 

lo work out teir particular portion 
Winds on the second day pre- 

jump activity and the planned exer 
canceled. On the third day, C-1195 
48314 TOW few a similar mission wth 
and а second battalon-oad of 
That afemoon a formation of six 
heavy equipment o the troops 

The fourth day brought another 

Jol paratroops aboard C-46s, and nine 
administrative personnel кот 

ЖТ. After completing the training 
the members of the 187th were 


loca personnel had been evacuated 
and no visitors were allowed. The 
began in earnest - his had all the 
алое major arbore assault 
Themen of he 187th RCT nor tho air 
the 315th TCW knew that this was 
joint service ruse to draw the enemy 
fhe open where they could be dis- 
by strategic bombers and tactical 
FEAF and Navy and Marine fighte 
аксап 
Westmoreland spoke informally to 
Jbatalons stating that hey had been 
o Japan for joint taining with the 
Wel ater dark on the nextday, С-46 
Ith TOW, 48314 TCW C-1 198, and a 
124s fom the 374th TCW began air- 
nire 187% RCT back to Japan. 
October 1952, ай the elements of a 
were present. FEAF bombers 
he east coast of Korea north of 
Ine. This was followed by a naval 
rom the sea. Tho 403rd TCW 
32 C-1198 from Ashiya without 
jl бе 187th RCT in an airborne feint 
mission commander was Maj Gen 
Ihe formation approached the bat- 
älitude of 2000, they witnessed 
the ground. Controllers trom the 
Bomb Scoring sites ordered а 
[ot artery fre to allow the formation 
Е They flew in tight formation as 
foward Chorwon at a drop altitude 
before the aircraft crossed into 
һе С-119в turned back to land 


‘came within 4,000 yards of the beach, they 
tumed back to the troop transports. 

When the C-119s landed at Taegu, they were 
loaded with the remaining 800 paratroops of the 
187th RCT for their airiift back to Ashiya. The 
paratroops were then taken by road to their bases 
at Beppu and Kumamoto in 50-truck convoys 
provided by the 483rd Motor Pool Squadron, 

‘The actual results of Operation Feint were 
not publicized. Whether it had an impact on the 
war is unknown; however it did prove that Com- 
bat Cargo had the abilty to respond swiftly to 
the ever-changing requirements, 


Hip Pocket 

During June 1953, peace negotiations were 
being conducted at Panmunjom. it became 
apparent that, even while these negotiations 
were being conducted, the Communists were 
Planning another all-out offensive. All comman- 
ers within the UN Command began to prepare. 
lor the worst. On 21 June, Gen Mark W Clark 
ordered the 315th Air Division to move the 
187th Airborne Regimental Combat Team from 
southern Japan to central Korea. At this time 
the C-124 Globemaster Ils were grounded and 
the 315th had to rely on 53 C-46 and 249 C-119 
sorties. On 23 June they airlifted the 187th to 
Korea, moving 3,252 paratroops and 1.7706 
tons of cargo. During the day the fights arrived 
at Chunchon and at night they came into Seoul 
Airport with the aid of the ground-control- 
approach equipment. To further bolster the 
Eighth Army's forces, the 315th Air Division air 
ted the 19th and Зат RCTs of the 24th 
Infantry Division from central Japan to southern 
Korea. Faced with bad weather, the fights left 
Misawa and Tachikawa, flew to Pusan or 
Taegu, refueled and changed crews at Ashiya, 
and then returned to reload at Misawa or 
Tachikawa. Between 28 June and 2 July, the 
315th Air Division moved 898 soldiers and 
2842 tons of cargo from Misawa and 3.039 
troops and 94327 tons of cargo from 
Tachikawa. The forces were in place. 

А series of large-scale bombing operations 
began on 10 July. Bad weather had hampered 
interdiction attacks, but the UN line held. On 12. 
July an RF-80 mission found the Communists 


concentrated along lines held by the US Army IX 
Corps and the ROK Army's Il Corps in the 
Kumhwa River valley in central Korea. Then, on 
the night of 13/14 July, Chinese divisions began 
attacking the right flank of the US IX Corps and 
initiated an assault that forced the ROK Army I 
Corps to retreat. Joint ай strikes from the Fifth Air 
Force, Bomber Command, and the Navy's Task 
Force 77 began extensive operations. By 20 July 
the UN lines were intact and the crisis had ended. 
То gain a few miles of territory, the Communists 
lost more than 72.000 troops - the equivalent of 
nine divisions from the five armies that were 
involved in the attack. On 19 July, Gen Mark W 
Clark was in a postion to state that a truce, short 
of the administrative details, had been reached, 


Nocturnal Bogie 

One night a bogie was spotted by the ground. 
based radar in Japan. The aircraft was headed 
dor them out of Korea and a pair of F-94s was 
launched for an intercept. The lead Starfre 
locked onto the target with its radar and pro- 
ceeded to make a visual identification. The 
ground-controlled-ntercept (GCI) controller 
asked if they had found the target. Yup, came 
the reply. Оо you know what tis? queried the 
controller, ‘Yup,’ came the reply again. ‘Can 
you tell us what itis?" asked the controller. 1 
don't know f want to, responded the F-94 dr 
ver. in front of him was a solo C-119, apparently 
returning from a heavy equipment drop without 
its clamshell doors, The aft cabin was full illu- 
minated by the interior lights, and inside a 
kicker was calmly sweeping out the aircraft 
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‘twas through the combined efforts of ай Allied 
forces - air, sea, and land that led to the ult 
mate treaty signing at Panmunjom. The troop 
carrier units assigned to FEAF played a major 
role in the outcome of the Korean War, and the 
С-119 Flying Boxcar pulled its weight ~ often: 
times over-grossed. The greatest detriment to 
the C-119 operations was the lack of logistical 
support. The aircraft, crews, and maintainers 
proved that they could provide support any- 
where in the theater 


= на Glo" 


Chapter 8 


The French in Indochina 


For ten long years, between January 1946 and. 
July 1986, the French fought to regain control 
of French Indochina after World War Two. Six 
air transport groups from France's Armée de 
ГАг participated in the operations using a vari- 
ely of aircraft including: the Douglas C-47, 
Junkers JuS2, Nord 2501 Noratias, and 
Fairchild C-119, The C-119s served between 
May 1953 and August 1954. 


Servicos Rendered 
The French government came to the United 
States with a request for С-119в that could fly 
tanks and heavy equipment into Laos in sup- 
port of the French Foreign Legion. On 23 April 
1953, Secretary of State John Foster Dulles 
went to the White House to discuss the plan 
with President Dwight D Eisenhower. It was the 
belief of the French that having the C-119s 
would mean the difference between holding or 
losing Laos. Tho French had wanted American. 
military crews to operate the airplanes. This 
was unacceptable to the United States; how. 
ever an answer lay with Gen Claire Chennaul's 
airing known as СМІ Air Transport, or САТ, 
which was operating in Asia. Brig Gen Chester 
Е MoCarty, who had led the 403rd Troop Саг 
Tier Wing (TCW) during the Korean War, went 
‘onto command the 315th Air Division (Combat 
Cargo) in Japan between 1953-1954. In addi- 
tion, he was in charge of USAF airlift operations. 
in support of the French in Indochina, including 
the massive airdrops at Dien Bien Phu. 

With the end of the Korean War in sight, the 
United States was able to provide the French 
with some С-119 from the 314th and 403rd 
TCWs operating out of Japan. in anticipation of 
this loan, selected crews from the Anjou, Béam. 


and Franche-Comte air transport groups in the 
Armée de l'Air began training with the United. 
States Air Force Europe's (USAFE) 317th TCW 
at Neubiberg, West Germany, in early 1953. 
‘After completing training the French returned to 
Indochina as a new unit known as Détachement 
C-119. The unit was supported by US techni- 
Clans and advisors from CAT. Operation Squaw 
became the codename for CAT's support of the 
French in Indochina during 1953. A total of six 
©1198 were loaned for the operation. The 
selected CAT crews went to the Philippines for 
an intensive 72-hour ground school and fight 
familiarization in the C-119 that was conducted 
by members of the 483rd TCW. All US markings. 
were replaced by French insignia. In addition to 
the CAT crews, 18 USAF mechanics in civilian 
Clothes were sent to Indochina to provide 
ground support. These six Flying Boxcars left 
Clark AFB in the Philippines on 5 May 1953. 


initial Operations. 
initially the Détachement C-119 was based at 
Hano-Gia Lam, but twas soon learned that the 
runway was not strong enough to support the 
heavy aircraft. They moved to Haiphong-Cat Bi 
that was more suitable for their operations. As 
part of Operation Castor, troops from the 
Franco-Vietnamese army began to occupy the 
valley near Dien Bien Phu. The С-1198 sup- 
ported these troops with airdrops of heavy 
cargo. 


French Operations 
During Operation Squaw, both CAT and French 
crews lw the C-1 19s in air resupply missions 
The C-1195 proved more elective than the 
C-47s because of their capacity and quick drop. 


capabilities. The French employment ol het 
planes was most extravagant. They lew 
‘supplies, but also furniture, ice cream, 
‘champagne. it was soon concluded tha 
French should not have use ofthe C-1 19801 
long term basis because of their general 
sponsibity 

While the French crews were already 
arduous missions dropping cargo over D 
Bien Phu, the French high command 
them an additional and most unusual 
ment. The С-119в were to become 
dropping napalm in support of the G 
and Tunisie bombardment groups op 
the Douglas 8-26 invaders. A liaison 9 
from the USAF arranged fora single C-119 
а French crew to participate in a tost dro 
napalm on a smal vilage outside of Haipho 
This mission alienated the CAT crews and 
of them left Indochina. Operation Squaw’ 
terminated on 16 July 1953. 


Operation Squaw II 

The battle for Dien Bien Phu began in 
when French paratroops occupied the о 
20 November 1953, Large quantities о! 
wire and heavy equipment became a. 
requirement. In response to the French 
for support, the USAF instituted Project 
оп 5 December. This time 12 C-1198 wo 
made available by the 315th AD. Аксай 
the 483rd TCW wore flown to Cat Bi 
detachment from the 483rd looked after 
C-1195. A provisional maintenance 
was established at the base. In addiion; 
BO81st Quartermaster Airborne Supply 
Packaging Company sent a detachment 
Bi to perform requisite packing, rigging, 


€-119C-23-FA, sin 51.2571, taxing at Cat Bi airfield. The Insignia Red Arctic 
paint was retained along with the green and white markings of the Packet 


Rats, the 68th TCS, 403rd ТСС. USAF 
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equipment maintenance to support 
operations. Between 7 and 21 
f, he aircraft dropped 1,070 tons of 
including 105mm howitzer ammu- 
ant stakes, and barbed wire. The C-119 
Iwas scheduled to cease by Christmas, 
Ме Minh committed four divisions to. 
jand tho aircraft remained. Ву mid-Jan: 
the French air resupply operation 
[200-119 and 50 C-47 sorties per day. 
jot January another 2,500 tons of pri- 
were dropped into Dien Bien Phu. 
[Operation iron Age, C-119s based at 
flew 965 sorties and dropped around 
jo equipment and supplies 
а requrement for а 17.0004 bull: 
the Fronch engineers arose at Dien 
French parachute packers at Cat Bi 
the machine for the drop. Both 
and packers at that base were 
fluent in English. As the drop 
the small extraction chute began 
ian almost 9,008 main chute trom 
19, While the main chute appeared to 
f, he bulldozer began working its 
from its rigging after the opening 
ihe parachute. The bulldozer nosed 
plunged some 108 into a rice paddy. 
жаз destroyed. It was believed 
‘occurred when converting figures 
o metric. Another C-119 with a 
retuned to base. 
attempt was made during which 
blade was dropped as a separate 
main bulidozer, now weighing a mere. 
Was strapped to a steel plate with 
planking to prevent the load from 
landing. In addition, lead weights 
to the underside of the bulldozer to 
‘of gravity. A string of 21 smaller, 
parachutes lowered the bull: 
to earth. French paratroopers 
as the monstrous load floated to the 
(This drop, flown by American crews, 
i. According to Col Maurice F 


Casey, 483rd TCW commander, this was the 
heaviest single load ever dropped in the Far 
East. 

By mid-April 1954, the 8161h TCS, 483rd 
TOW, moved to Clark AFB, Philippines, with 15 
C-1195, tasked with making six round trips 
daily to Indochina. The 1,000-mile leg from. 
Clark to Haiphong could be flown in about six 
hours. At Clark, cargo handling personnel 
worked double shifts breaking down the loads. 
for separate destinations in Indochina, prepar 
ng the documentation, and loading the aircraft 

The French could muster 70 C-478 of their 
‘own for the air resupply mission. insolar as the 
C-119s were concerned, the French had 22 
crews that were trained by the 317th TCW in 
Europe, but they could find only 10 crews at 
any one time. Pilot fatigue mounted and once 
again the French had to request support from 
CAT. № early January 1954, 21 CAT check 
pilots were sent to Ashiya AB, Japan for train 
ing in the C-119. A contract was signed on 3 
March 1954, calling for 24 CAT pilots to fly the 
12 C-119s, which were loaned and maintained 
by the USAF, in French markings, and for the 
exclusive benefit of the Expeditionary Corps. 
The CAT crews would be expected to fly ай 
requested logistical support missions at the 
direction of miltary authorities, with the exclu- 
sion of any combat missions. The dropping ot 
bombs or napalm would never be required. 
Thus began Operation Squaw И. The French 
had agreed to pay CAT $60 per flying hour and 
guaranteed at least 60 hours per month. The 
CAT crews shared an operations building with 
the French who also flew the C-1 19s. 

‘Communications was always a problem 
The CAT pilots did not speak French and many 
of the drop zone controllers spoke no English. 
‘Consequently, almost half of the supplies were. 
dropped outside of the drop zone, thus provid- 
ing assistance to the enemy. A solution was at 
hand when the French-speaking operations 
manager of CAT, Frank Сирене! was ordered 
tothe base at Haiphong. Guberiet attended the 


-119C-22-FA, s/n 51-2536, previously had flown with the Flying Jennies, 
63rd TCS. 403rd TCG. The hole beneath the cockpit window came from a 
‘37mm round which almost caused the loss of Paul R Holden's arm. USAF 


French operations briefings and provided a 
translation to the CAT crews. At one point, it 
was thought that Guberlet would have to fly on 
the missions to act as an interpretor, but 
through his briefings and the use of English. 
speaking drop zone controllers, he was spared 
the duty. Guboriet also negotiated for improved 
air support by French F6F Hellcat pilots flying 
off the French carrier Arromanches. 

Lt Gen Henri Navarre, newly arrived com 
mander of the French Union Forces, believed 
that the French should establish an air head 
deep in the enemy occupied western portion of 
North Vietnam, and force them to fight in the 
open. Despite much opposition from Maj Gen 
René Cogny, commander of the all-French 
forces in North Vietnam, Brig Gen Jean 
Dechaux, the commander of the tactical air 
group known as Catac Nord, and Col Jean: 
Louis Nicot, commanding officer for ай air 
transport in the French Expeditionary Corps, 
the die was cast. Having been there before, tho. 
French selected Dien Bien Phu, a wide fat plain 
with surrounding hills. He wanted to place 
troops in the surrounding hills and establish а 
‘main base in the valley. The French had left an 
airfield they had previously constructed in the 
valley. Col Christian Marie Ferdinand de Croix 
де Castres was named on-site commander 
What Gen Navarre failed to do was take into 
account the voracity and ingenuity of his 
enemy. Gen Vo Nguyen Giap ordered his 
troops to assault the surrounding mountain 
peaks one at a time, Then his troops dragged 
anti-aircraft guns to the mountain tops. Resup- 
ply was conducted by a marathon line of peo- 
ple-powered carts and bicycles that carried the 
supplies to the base of the mountains. The civil- 
ians carried the ammunition and supplies up 
the slopes in baskets. Scattered resupply 
drops to the French fell into the hands of Gen- 
ега! Giap's troops. The ammunition was hauled 
up to the mountain peaks and used against the 
French. With the Communistforces holding the 
high ground, the end was іама 

by 
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While the C-119 were employed primarily in 
support of Dien Bien Phu, they also airlifted 
supplies to the French garrison at Luang Pra 
bang, and made twice weekly courier missions 
between Cat Bi and Saigon. While officially 
denied, USAF aircrews flew С-119з to Dien 
Bien Phu for the French. Sometimes the crews 
actually landed there. On 10 March 1954, Maj 
Thomas Yarbrough flew out of Dien Bien Phu, 
making him the last USAF pilot to do so. He 
departed as a heavy artillery barrage began in. 
advance of a major ground assault by the Viet 
Minh three days later. Major Yarbrough com: 
manded the C-1 19 detachment at Cat Bi, serv 
ing in that capacity between February and May 
1954. 


Last Stand at Dien Bion Phu 
The city of Dien Bien Phu sits in a mountain 
bowl. Из valley floor is at an altitude of approxi- 
‘mately 2,000f, with the surrounding mountains 
rising to 6.000. Of topographical interest were 
the 10 conical peaks, resembling huge ant hils, 
that dotted the area giving the enemy a marked 
advantage. While the French positions were 
located in the valley floor, the Communist Viet 
Minh held the mountains, ringed with ant-ar 
craft guns. Although the defenders had a num. 
ber of strongpoinis in the hills, they had 
stripped them of trees to build their fortiica 
tions, A C-119 was shot down on 11 March 
while approaching the airfield. On 13 March 
1954, the siege at Dien Bien Phu went ful- 
scale. On the following day, Communist 
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artillery effectively closed the airfield at Dien 
Bien Phu, destroying seven Grumman FBF 
Bearcats, two C-475, one C-119, and two Siko- 
rsky НА Chickasaw helicopters that were оп 
the ground. To the northeast of the airfield, 
strongpoint Beatrice fell to the Viet Minh. A rein 
forcing battalion was dropped into Dien Bien 
Phu on the following day. By 17 March, two 
more strongpoints fell. Resupply operations 
became increasingly more hazardous because 
the Communists had more than 100 37mm 
guns in the area. These anti-aircraft guns now 
Controlled the approach to the airfield. 

Between 13 March and 7 May 1954, more 
than 7,000 tons of equipment were dropped to 
the French garrison at Dien Bien Phu. While 
2,000 tons were dropped by ће C-47, the 
remaining 5,000 tons were dropped by the 
С-119в. CAT crews flew 682 airdrop missions in 
support of the battle at Dien Bien Phu. It was. 
‘estimated that the garrison would have run out 
of supplies by mid-April had it not been for the. 
C1198, 

‘The French had achieved reasonable results 
using C-47s to drop napalm on enemy рові 
tions and asked the United States i they could 
Use the C-119s for the same purpose. In a des 
perate attempt to turn the tide of battle, the 
С-1195 were employed as bombers on 23 
March. The clamshell doors were removed and 
the aircraft were loaded with napalm. Six tons 
of napalm were dropped on the Viet Minh gun 
‘emplacements; however the rain-soaked forests 
refused to burn. One C-119, carrying 4,000 gal- 


A pair of C-119s drop supplies to French fores 
in Indochina. In the foreground Is C-119C-17-Fk, 
‘sin 49-186, carrying the markings from the Blue 
Tall Files, 64th TCS, 403rd TCG. The squadron, 
‘name appears on the dorsal file. Blue and 
‘white stripes are applied to the fins, nose, and 
‘nose gear doors. The cowl rings are blue. A 
French roundel replaces the USAF star and br 
‘on the booms and wings. Vis Aerospace Hist. 
Magazine 


lons of napalm in 55-дайоп drums crashed) 
take-off from Cat Bi оп 23 March. 

Seven C-47s were shot down by 27 
resulting in the French dropping from 8 
during the day and 1,500-2,000 at night. 
side cargo doors of the C-47s n 
‘numerous passes resulting in greater 
to ground fire. 

The C-119s could drop seven tons in a 
де pass with near perfect accuracy. 
quently, they were never exposed Io 
anti-aircraft fre for more than three minutes 
was only during the last week of the batte 
they too were forced to higher altitudes. 
planes were flown by CAT pilots during the 
and French crews at night. Because ofthe 
level of C-47 traffic, the C-119s were limited) 
two half-hour periods per day over the 
zone. In order to increase the drop altitude! 
8,000-10,0008, retain accuracy, and imit 
persal, the French developed a pan 
deployment delay system. A piece of n 
hose hobbled the parachute unti the 
reached a lower altitude. Then, an ө 
charge with a time-delay fuse allowed the 
chute to deploy. This system was then; 
by members of the 8081st Quartermaster, 
оте Supply and Packaging Company al 
Bi for use on ай airdrops during the last 
weeks of the campaign. While crews 
that they could place cargo pallets withinai 
Square yard area, ground forces could 
retrieve about one-third of the loads. 

The arrogance, frustration and dest 
о! Col de Castres were bom out in his 4 
1954 communiqué: When the Air Force! 
me about the risks encountered by thi 
crews, while every man here faces 
larger risks, there cannot be any double 
dards. Air drops must henceforth begin ali 
instead of 2.3001. The considerable 
between each plane flying night drop 
has ridiculous results. Quantities. whid 
dropped already represent only a fr 
what | request. That situation cannot 
‘much longer. 


C-119 Losses. 
Nearly every aircraft showed scars trom! 
tie. One aircraft fown by Hugh H Hicks, 
by 37mm fire that shredded the fuselage 
tured both engine nacelles, and caused! 
ot aileron trim tab control. He managed og 
plete the drop and return safely to Cal 
another instance, a C-119 flown by 
Sailer had its tallboom and rudders 
37mm fre and yet managed fo гўшт 


by 
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Paul R Holden, CAT's director of oper- 
‘elected to fy in the right seat of C-119C, 
оп 24 April 1954. A new co-pilot, 
JA Buford occupied the left seat on this 
Anti-aircraft fre filed the skies as the 
lapproached the drop zone at Dien Bien 
(Ie aircraft was bracketed and a 37mm 
went through a tailboom without explod- 
round entered the cockpit at the 
exploded, causing damage to the 
pan of the cockpit and severely 
Holden. Buford, a veteran of the 
War, completed the drop and returned 
В. French doctors insisted on amputat 
am, buthe opted to be evacuated 
‘American military hospital at Clark AB, 
USAF doctors saved the arm, 
Holden to retum to duty several 
lator. 
Apri 1954, the 483rd TCW C-1198 
[Dien Bien Phu flew 477 sorties, during 
19 of Ihe aircraft received flak damage. 


McGoon - A Legend 
IB McGovern Jr, was born in Elizabeth, 
| оп 4 February 1922. After gradu 
fom high school he became an aircraft 
through schooling at the Casey 
(School of Aeronautics. Later he went to 
the Wright Aircraft Engineering Com 
in Patterson, New Jersey, where he 
an engine test stand. He enlisted in 
fs Aviation Cadet program, earned. 
and was commissioned. By Novem. 
| he was flying P-51 Mustangs with 
IFG in the China-Burma-india Theater. 
а pair of Japanese fighters on 20 
1945. After the war he remained in 
ving C-47s with the 322nd TCS where 
475 hours of multi-engine time. 
Separated from the service on 12 
J, and joined CAT as a co-pilot earn: 
рег month. In April 1948 he was pro 
lo captain garnering $850 per month 
hours of fying time and an additional 
hour for overtime. He generally 
lover 100 hours per month; thereby 
in excess of $1,200 per month — not 
fa bachelor in post-war China. 
was 5ft 10in tall and weighed 
225 and 300b. Tales of his prowess 
fighting, and womanizing led to him 
‘equated with Al Capp's cartoon 
‘Earthquake McGoon. He also had a 
o him - he laughed easily with his 
and was most at ease with children. 
station manager, AI Kindt, once 
а poem depicting this legendary 


The rumor is rowing apace 
\. жето creature who fies n he shes 
Wea lecherous smie on hs face. 
лде! pounds shake he arth when he айз. 
Yet soars wh he grace of a loon. 

al he Far East he fabulous beast 


test failing 
He dressed in gaudy clothes and flew without 
the necessary equipment - navigation charts. 
and let-down procedures. He was continu: 
ously being written up on his check rides for 
miraculously finding his airfields without the 
requisite equipment. While sloppy in his flying 
procedures, he was not known for shirking 
responsibilty for a worthy cause. He never 
turned down a dangerous mission. Ho served 
as an inspiration to others in his unit with 
his prowess. 

On 4 December 1949, his accident-tree luck. 
ran out when ho was tasked with flying a 
deported woman and her child trom China, 
While approaching Kunming he was unable to 
pick up reliable ADF signals, due to the night 
time distortions, and had to alter course for 
Hainan. The C-47 ran out of gas and he made 
а forced landing on a sandbar in a river in. 
Kwangsi Province, about 100 miles from Hainan. 
McGovern was captured by the communists 
and interned at the Great Asia Hotel in Nanking 
On 31 May 1950, a bearded, disheveled, and 
disgruntled McGovern appeared in Hong 
Kong. He went home on leave. 

Earthquake McGoon returned to Asia in time 
to participate in Operation Squaw И. While out- 
wardly his demeanor had not changed, his stint 
in a communist prison had matured him. His 
lackadaisical attitude prevailed, until he was 
drawn into a conversation about communism 
and а sober philosopher emerged. 

On 6 May 1954, fying with Wallace A Buford, 
McGovern approached Dien Bien Phu with an 
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C-119C-17-FA, ап 49-186, returned to Cat BI with 
Severe damage. The right propeller was 
{feathered and the lett prop was severely bont. 
Via Aerospace Hstoran Magazine 


artillery piece. They were in Bird Two in a fight 
©! six twas McGovern's 45th mission, and he 
was determined to make the drop count. As 
they approached the drop zone flying С-119С, 
з/п 49-149, a curtain of flak was thrown up 
around the aircraft. Shrapnel hit the left engine 
and it shuddered. instinctively, McGovern 
feathered the damaged engine. The tail was. 
riddled by enemy fire. McGovern was unable to 
maintain altitude and had to restart the dead 
engine. Steve Kusak, in an accompanying 
C-119, advised McGovern to jump and await a 
helicopter pickup. McGovern elected to stay 
with the aircraft so as not have to risk walking 
out as he had once belore. Kusak directed 
McGovern towards а narrow, winding river 
where a belly landing might be attempted, On 
the approach to the river McGovern ran out of 
altitude and radioed Kusak, ‘Looks like this is it 
son.' A wingtip caught the ground sending the 
aircraft into a double flip. The aircraft exploded 
and McGovern and Buford were lost along with 
the two French kickers 

The loss of Earthquake McGoon shook the 
CAT crews badly. They talked about a shut 
own in protest, but rain canceled the missions 
for 7 May, and on the Bth, Dien Bien Phu fell 
thereby preventing confrontation between 
the crews and their management ed 
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EPILOGUE 


According to the Fairchild tech rep in the Far 
East, G T Ewart, the C-119s were subjected to 
more anti-aircraft fre than had been experi- 
‘enced in Korea. The flak was said to have been 
as dense as that over the German Ruhr valley 
during World War Two. 

Aircraft sin 49-184 returned with 60% of the 
right rudder missing. The left vertical stabilizer 
was ful of holes, as was the right side of the 
horizontal stabilizer and the entire elevator. In 
addition, the left boom was riddled. 

Aircraft з/п 51-2552 returned with 90% of the 
left inboard flap shot away. A 36-inch diameter 
hole was made in the nacelle near the flap. The. 
left ой tank and left main gear tires were hit by 
flak. The entire left boom was riddled by flak 
The left rudder and tab cables were badly dam- 
‘aged. Only two strands of cable were stil intact 
оп each cable assembly. One blade on the lett 
propeller was severely damaged. 

Of the 35 C-119 Flying Boxcars loaned to the 
French for their operations in Indochina, 
remarkably only two were lost to enemy fire. 
Those aircraft drawn from the US units in Korea, 
went to Clark AB in the Philippines, where the 
US national insignia and USAF were painted out 
and replaced with the French national insignia. 


Series Serial USAF Unit Name Remarks 

Став 49116 Aird CGI TCS 

Сїё шыл 40978 

бё 49197 

Сл 49130 змютоб 

CNI 4914 3MBTCGSORTCS Ream Supreme TUCSON Chee Chee. 

C1198 48149 3141706614105 Shot down over Den Ben Pru on May 1954 
Capt James B corem. aka Батл сосот 
ard Burd A Walace ded с cass rong 

Ств 49192 

CII 4916 

CII 49180 

CH амм Lost 60s of gt rudder due to AA зе 

C1198 49185 400d TOG 

Сл чёб 40rd TOAGA TCS 

Сив 49187 40rd TOGA TCS 

СС 512598 400 TCSII TCS Capt Paul Holden, CAT reco of operators 
most iost is ight эт duet AA fre on 24 
Aor 1954 

CNIC 512597 мавтобеятс 

CNOC 512530 40d TORIEHN TCS. Oriental Beauty 

CIC 5121 

CHC 512549 Kansas Cly Ky 

ЛС 512545. 4099 Тб! TCS 

бс 512546 

CHC. sos 

СИС 512552 AXRTCOBAMTCS Lost 90% orit inboard tap duet AA re 

СЛС. 572557 «ТОВ TCS 

бс 512882 3H TOG 

САС 512868) ШУ0ТОбВУ@Т5 Mose at) 

Сї 512571 4038 TCGESh TOS 

CSC 512572 40rd TOGO TCS. Rose Mare 

CC 512573 stam TOGSOR TCS 

САНС 512575 sta TOGISIst TCS 

СС 512877 зато, 


The US troop cartier group and squadron mark- 
ings were retained along with any nose art that 
was on the airplanes. At the end of their service 
with the French the C-119s were returned to the 
US, again through Clark AB. 

Of the 35 aircraft to have served with the 
Détachement C-119 in Indochina the known 
serial numbers are given in the table below. 


‘The major complaint of the CAT crews was the 
complexity of the C-119, insofar as mainte- 
nance was concemed. From a fying stand- 
point, the aircraft could deliver more cargo 
quicker than any of its predecessors. However, 
the French were so impressed with the payload 
and quick on-oad/offioad capabilities of the 
С.119 and its heawy-oad drop capability, along 
with its resiliency to battle damage, that their 
next venture ina military cargo airplane resulted 
in the Nord 2501 Noratias that has a marked 
resemblance to the venerable Flyng Boxcar 

The battle for Dien Bien Phu lasted 170 days 

the longest engagement fought by the 
French Expeditionary Corps in the Far East. 
The last 57 days were the most furious. By 
March 1954, the ranks of Col de Castries’ 
grew to some 16,000 men consisting of mem- 
bers of the French Foreign Legion, troops 
from the French colonies in North Africa, and 
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loyal Vietnamese. Atleast 2,200 of Col de Cas- 
tries’ troops died during the battle, while Gen 
Vo Nguyen Giap's force of some 50,000 sok 
diers suffered around 23,000 casualties and 
8,000 dead. 

With the withdrawal of the French 
Indochina, the country was divided into. 
and South Vietnam; with the North being 
trolled by the Communists and the South by 
pro-Western government. By 1963 
involvement grew in South Vietnam, Ie 
Soviet Premier Nikita Khruschev to remark to 
US official: Y you want to, go ahead and fg 
in the jungles of Vietnam... The French foug 
there for seven years and stil had to qult in! 
end. Perhaps the Americans willbe able to 
it out for a itle longer, but eventually they 
have to quit too. 

‘Once again the C-119s would retum to 
region as described in Chapters 16 and 20. 


scanned 
by 
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‘of the Marshall Plan, the North 
Tresty Organization (NATO) was 
on 4 Apri 1949. The Brussels Pact, 
[on 17 March 1948, stated that il one of 
was attacked in Europe the 
[members would provide all requisite ті. 


lian Belgium, France, Luxembourg, 
Netherands. 
United States Senate, the Vandenberg 
Was agreed lo on 11 June 1948. It 
for United States participation in regional 
‘collective security arrangements out 
‘Western Hemisphere under United 
'muspices and led to talks with Euro- 
iatons for a military defense alliance 
Ihe Afantic Ocean 
nations met in Washington, DC to 
ик! a miltary aliance agreement. They 
бе signatories of the Brussels Pact 
Canada, Denmark, Iceland, Italy 
J Portugal, and the United States. In а 
lole of 82 to 13, the United States 
this collective security agreement on 
1949. Ironically a similar concept had 
ejected after World War One. Article V of 
Alanic Treaty stated that attacking 
‘ofthe alliance would be perceived 
all of thom 
within Europe would become an inte 
Io NATO operations within the collec 
ing unit. The first USAF C-119 
— to operate in Europe were from 
ТСМ, a USAF Reserve unit from the 
ОН area that was activated in 1950. 
were followed by the Regular Air Force 
Hoop Carrier Wing (TCW) that was reac- 
in 1952. Other NATO nations also pro- 


80-167, was delivered from the factory. 


Chapter 9 


vided ай! suppor, many using aircraft 
obtained кот the United States. 


60th TCW їп Europe 

The 60th TCW had operated C-82s in Europe 
between 1949 and 1951. They gained С-1195 
in 1951 then C-54s. In 1953 the wing began tak 
ing on C-119 that they operated until 1958. Ini- 
tially based at Rhein-Main AB, the 60th TCW 
provided airlift for troops and cargo throughout 
Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East. I 
also provided training to the 433d TOW 
between August 1951 and July 1952, and the 
312th TCW from July 1952 through March 
1953. 

The 60th TCW operated Kaiser-built С-1195. 
C-119F-KMs had a serial number range ol 51 
8098 through 51-8168, whereas the C-119G- 
КМ ranged between 538009 and 53-8156 
Having acra from these two production 
batches in the same wing caused confusion with 


European Operations 


similar nose numbers. To solve this problem, the 
60th began using smaller nose numbers utilizing 
the last four digits of the tail number. 


Mutual Defense Assistance Act 
The Mutual Defense Assistance Act was 
passed on 21 September 1949. It provided mil: 

Пагу aid to the NATO allies. Known as the 
Mutual Defense Assistance Program (MDAP), 
emphasis was placed on training and the fur 

nishing of equipment. The MDAP remained in 
existence until 1954 when it was renamed tho. 
Miltary Assistance Program (MAP). For the 
USAF in particular, that was backed by Amor: 
ica's Arsenal of Democracy, alied nations were 
supplied with used aircraft and equipment, and 
the requisite training for its maintenance and 
operation. This program permitted the Amer: 
can industry to develop newer weapons sys- 
tems for the United States while providing 
Continuity of compatibility with its alios 
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C-119-20-FA, s/n 50-149, displayed its red and 
greon squadron colors on the nose and alr 
Cowi rings. The alrcrat wi 

33rd TCG. C N уште 


CYN9C20-FA, 
— The 67th ТС 
‘beneath the drop windows. Drtsh Mary dl 


Jayhawher was a C-119C assigned to the 433 
TCG. This view reveals the detail о! the cre 
boarding ladder. CNV 


Activation of The Royal Ohio 
Known as The Royal Ohio because of thao 
tion mainly of Ohioans, the 433rd TCI 
squadrons, 67th, 68th, 69th and 
trained at the Cleveland Municipal 


tivated and де 
Three of the fo 


Greenville, they transitioned into С-1198 
began arriving in late November. Training 
tinued until 5 July 1951, and then they 


ain, Col Harry W Hopp, they tal 


one MATS navigator per ака 
order to make the Atlantic crossing. Thek 

them to Harmon AFB, Newiound 
Keflavik, Iceland, Blu 


carrier vee-of-vees formation to Rhein Mall 
И Gen Lauris Norstad, Commander ol Ui 


l'as another 433rd TCG C-119C. twas 
at Udine, Italy in 1951 during one 
regular deployments with Army forces. 
Germany. С N Valentine 


TCG operated C-119C-21-FA, sin 
Th ircraft carried its red and white 
сда. Leo Davis 


echelon of the 433rd TCW upon their 
General Norstad was also on hand 
Ihe ground echelon of 1,183 officers and 
arrived at Bremerhaven aboard the SS 
Sturgis. The 433г remained at Rhein 
(AB unti they were inactivated on 14 July 
The motto of the 439rd was, ‘If we can't 
it. youre better off without it 


NATO Exercise. 
lllo 1951, the 433rd along with the 60th 
ina massive NATO exercise. While 

was equipped with C- 195, the 60th 
operating their well-wom C-82s 

ih some C-1195. Troops from Belgium, 
Denmark. France, Great Britain, ice 
Illy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Nor- 
Portugal, and the United States were 


Cargo 
Witam H Tunner, who had formed the 
{Cargo Command in Japan in order to 
ih he Korean Conti, took over com: 
if USAFE from Lt Gen Norstad in July 
addition to commanding US Arr Forces 
| he USAFE commander also was 
lor tho air forces of the NATO 
To his dismay, Gen Tunner found that 
and supply of his USAF units 
f the MOAP nations relied upon tra- 
[ground transport lines. The in-commis- 
or USAFE tactical aircraft fil to 80% 
low as 50% in some instances, due to a 
pars. At one point, this totaled 225 air 
Sting up the situation, Lieutenant Gen. 
‘ordered troop carrier aircraft in the 
JA Division (AD) to fil the pipeline with 
овса spares. By November 1953. 
‘established the Air Logistics Service 
(кол initial fy 1,000 tons of cargo рег 
throughout his command. Within a year 
ligu had risen to 3,600 tons per month. 
М Logistics Service (ALS) had major 
ros and feeder ines ın ts system. Eighty 
pw cent of the cargo cared was 
[pity nature required to keep the fighter 
operational. The other 16% was filer 
take up the remaining capacity of the 
By using the ALS, a saving of 
000 was realized because this amount 
resources atthe fighter units was not 
йо maintain the same level o readiness. 
$500,000 per year was saved over 
ground transportation that exposed 
ло greater damage and pifering. A 
pileized cargo system was developed 
Igreaty reduced the aircraft loading times. 


The ALS routes covered 16000 miles: 
C-119s operating over these routes covered 
260000 miles per month. They operated 58 
fights per week utilizing 18 aircraft per day, 
Orders would be cut and a C-119 and crew 
would depart on a two-week circuit о! the sys- 
tem. The trunk routes stopped at RAF Burton- 
wood, England; Chateauroux AB, France, 
Rhein-Main AB, West Germany; Erding AB. 
West Germany; Bordeaux AB, France; Madrid, 
Spain; Nouasseur AB, French Morocco; and 
Wheelus AB, Libya. Feeder routes covered the 
area between Rhein-Main and Chateauroux 
with stops at Hahn, Bitburg, and Landstuhl ABS 
in West Germany; and Tout-Rosiéres, Chau 
mont, and Laon ABs in France. ALS routes 
were also flown by C-119s in the Belgian and 
Italian air forces. Later the Norwegians obtained 
the Flying Boxcars and joined the Air Logistics 


Service. The MDAP routes ran from the Danish 
capital Copenhagen; through Amsterdam in 
Holland; Brussels, Belgium; Chateauroux, 
France; Rome, italy; Athens, Greece; and 
Eskisehir. Turkey. Another MDAP leg operated 
between the Erding AB in West Germany, and 
Rome. 

Six USAF fighter-bomber wings, a pair of 
pilotless bomber squadrons, eight fighter-nter- 
ceptor squadrons, the three C-119 wings, 
strategic bases in North Africa, the MDAP units 
©! NATO, and the Army Aviation units in West 
Germany all benefited from the Air Logistics 
Service. 

Prior to the establishment of the ALS, an 
average of 45 days was required for a unit to 
obtain requisitioned parts. With the advent of 
the airlift service the flow time was cut to about 
28 days. At the end of the, jing, бад Turkey. 


— 


where an average flow time that had been 150 
days was reduced to 15-20 days. Priority items 
that had taken 16 days before the ALS had 
boon initiated was reduced to 6 days. 


Air Logistics Service Units 
The 60th TCW operated its C-82s unti 1953. 
While some C-1 19s were in their inventory in 
1951, it was not unti 1953 that they were solely. 
‘equipped with this aircraft. The 60th moved 
from Rhein-Main AB, West Germany, to Dreux 
АВ, Franco, (38 miles west of Paris) on 15 Octo- 
bor 1955. They remained at Dreux until 25 Sep- 
tember 1958, when they were inactivated. Two 
of the 60th TCW's squadrons, the 11th and 
12th, wore reassigned directly to the 322nd AD 
upon the inactivation of the wing. The 60th 
TOW provided training for the 433d TCW 
between August 1951 and July 1952. They lator 
provided training to the 317th TCW between 
July 1952 and March 1953. 

The 317th TCW was activated on 14 July 
1952, at Rhein-Main AB, West Germany, under 
the command of Col Lucion N Powell. The сот 
ponent squadrons of the 317th TCW were: 
39th, 40th and 41st TCSs. On 17 April 1953, the. 
wing moved to Neubiberg AB, West Germany, 
where they provided training for the French 
who would borrow 35 С-1198 from Combat 
Cargo Command in Japan for their operations. 
in French Indochina (see Chapter 8). From 17 
April 1957, the 60th operated out of Evreux 
Раши AB, France, until their inactivation on 
25 September 1958. The base was located 65 
miles northwest of Paris. 

The 465th TCW was activated on 25 August 
1953, replacing the 313th TCW at Mitchel AFB, 
NY, and operated in a training status until 2 
April 1954, when they took up residence at 
‘Toul-Rosiéres AB, France, under the command 
of Col Earl W Worley. The component squad- 
rons of the 465th TCW were: 780th, 78151, and 
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782nd TCSs. They moved to Evreux (later 
Evreux-Fauville) AB, France, on 23 May 1955. 
The 465th TCW participated in USAFE opera 
tions unti their inactivation on В July 1957. 

МОАР C-119s came from the 20th Transport 
‘Squadron, 15th Transport Wing, Royal Belgian. 
Air Force; and 2, 50, and 98 Gruppi (Squad 
rons), 46' Aorobrigata, Transport Wing 1, alan 
Air Force. іп 1957, №335 Squadron, Royal 
Belgian Air Force began operations with the 
Flying Boxcar. 


465th TCW Deployment 
The aircraft were flown across the Atlantic, 
while the support personnel and heavy equip 
ment went by sea in November 1953. An 
advanced party from 465th Maintenance 
‘Squadron went to Toul-Rosiéres AB aboard the 
USS Patch, while the main body sailed aboard 
the USS General Bunker, arriving on 3 April 
1954. The media, led by Walter Winchell, stated 
оп а Sunday radio broadcast that the Soviets 
had predicted that the trans-Atlantic deploy 
ment of the 465th TCW would end in disaster 
with half of the aircraft crashing because of 
crew inexperience, unreliable aircraft, weather, 
and the like. What the Soviets had forgotten 
and what the media may never learn is that 
most Reservists have prior active duty experi 
ence and with minimum effort can be notified 
for such deployments that are completed with 
aplomb. 

The 465th TCG Headquarters and the 780th 
TCS were assigned to ToulRosiéres AB, 
France, while the 781st went to Wiesbaden AB, 
West Germany. The 782nd TCS was to bed 
down at Neubiberg AB, West Germany 
because the French were unable to accommo- 
date the entire wing in such short order. Those 
stationed at Tou-Rosiéres AB spent a miser- 
able winter and spring in 1954 living in tents 
and wading through mud. 


MSgtDW Menard 


Operation Brown Jug 
In this scenario, the Blue Forces had made 
amphibious assault and occupied parts of 
Island о! Zealand in Denmark, Their 

was to capture Copenhagen, 200 miles to 
morth. The Orange Forces made a 
attempt at defending their positions, whi 
Blue Forces enjoyed air superiority. 

For this exercise, 50 C-1 195 from the: 
AD staged out of RAF Jever, 20 milos wesl 
Bremerhaven. West Germany. They fewa! 
Jow-level formation out over the North Sea. 
board were 1.500 paratroops from the US Y 
Airborne Division based at Stuttgart, West 
many. A single C-1 19 arrived 15 minutes: 
of the main formation. Thirteen men from! 


322nd AD Combat Control Team jumped 
3001b of radar, radio, and other comm: 
tions equipment. The Combat Control Те 


set up immediately and began 
weather, wind, and terrain information toi 
incoming force. Within minutes the sky 
filed with paratroops. This airborne 
sent the Blue Forces into a full retreat 


Flood Relief 
During early February 1953, Holland 
struck by the most disastrous flood in 
history. The worst North Sea storm in 250) 
had laid to waste 500,000 acres of fa 
During the second day the Dutch Army, 
Government School of Aviation, and КІМІ 
Dutch Airines began rescue operations. 
following day, Allied forces arrived with 


260 aircraft to participate in this hypar 


by 
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C-119s from the 41st TCS, 317th 
faw in the operations. They dropped 
sand bags while flying formation 
18 C.47s. Crews on the ground eagerly 
the bags so that they could fil them to. 
flooding, In some instances filed sand 
Were dropped directly on the dikes. 
Only some rearrangement by the 
parties. inflated Ме rats were also 
to the stranded people. Parcels of 
were dropped from extremely low айі 
On 5 February, 1,178 people wore res- 
[ву the end of the operation, 2,200 lives 
saved 


Collision 
the late afternoon of 15 May 1953, a for 
fo 18 C-1199 from the 60th TCG, 10th. 
at Rhein: Main, was near the слу of 

| some 12 miles from Mannheim 
ling in а fly-by for General of the 

D Eisenhower on his departure as. 

r, Supreme Allied Headquarters- 
(SHAPE). A reporter from the Stars and 
newspaper reported the incident. The. 
[Borcars were at an altitude of 5.000. A 
' 12 F-&4E Thunderjets from the 
Bomber Wing, stationed at Bt. 
ving above the C-119s around 1700 
Suddenly one of the F-84 fell out of the 
and headed for the C-119s. The F-84 
{0-119 head on and careened into a 
anspor. One of the C-119s crashed 
's field, making a 15t deep crater. 

two crewmen who had parachuted 
C-119 were taken to the local hospital 
for treatment, as was the fighter 
least two of the personnel aboard the 
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AUS Army officer and his jeep driver were in 
the vicinity and described the event. One for: 
mation of C-1198 came out of the east and 
circled to the north, then around to the east. A 
second formation of C-119s came out of the 
east and tumed south. The fight of jets 
appeared trom the east about 20 seconds later. 
and circled southwest. It appeared as if the frst 
two echelons of fighters pulled up and over the 
formation of transports; however the remainder 
ot the F-B4s scrambled in ай directions. One of 
the jets hit two С-1198 in a cell of three, dam- 
aging one and causing another to burst into 
flames and crash. Plumes of black smoke fol 
lowed the stricken C-119 and F-84 to the 
ground. С-1195 s/n 51-8235 and 51-8242 were 
lost. Three of the crew members aboard these 
aircraft died. 

A further consequence of this incident was 
that the remaining C-119G-FA, sin 51-8259, 
returned to Rhein. Мат with a square hole aft of 
the fuselage nose on the left side and ahead of 
the large drop window, and a rectangular hole 
beneath the nose number. The blue nose on 
the C-119 indicated that it was from the 60th 
TCW. 10th TCS. 


Ship 53-7845 was taxying past a C-124 at Traub 
АВ, France in July 1959. Note the down elevator 
and extended flaps. Sg! D W Menara 


Another Major Accident 
‘The 60th ТСМ experienced another major acci 
ent on 11 August 1955, when a pair of -119s 
from the 10th TCS collided over West Ger. 
many. Two brand new C-1195, s/n 53-3222 and 
53-7841, collided while fying formation, result 
ing in the loss of 66 men - 11 aircrew and 55 
Army engineers. As a result of this accident, the 
Air Force initiated a policy that transport aircraft 
Cannot fy in close formation, except in wartime, 
unless the passengers are airborne personnel 
equipped with parachutes. 


322nd Air Division (AD) 

The 322nd Air Division (Combat Cargo) was 
activated at Wiesbaden AB, West Germany on 
1 March 1954, and relocated to Ramstein AB, 
West Germany, on 22 March 1954. The head: 
Quarters was again moved to Evreux-Fawvile 
АВ, France, on 12 August 1955. During this 
time frame the 322nd AD was assigned to the 
United States Air Forces in Europe (USAFE) 
C-1195 were assigned to the unit between 1954 
and 1958, 

The mission of the 322nd AD was to ан! 
personnel, cargo, and mail within USAFE. With 
the inception of the intra-theater Air Logistics 
Service (ALS), instituted by Lt Gen Tunner, the 
air movement of high priority cargo was 
assumed by the 322nd AD. Initially these opor. 
ations were conducted within France and бег 
many. When MATS withdrew its intra-theater 
акй operation in May 1954, the 322nd AD 
assumed operations in an area exceeding 
that of the entire United States. The 322nd AD 
supported numerous humanitarian aid mis. 
sions to ran, Morocco, Pakistan, and Turkey, in 
addition to performing their routine ALS mis- 
sion. In Project Bal-Hai, the 322nd AD provided 
arit of French troops from bases in France to 
Indochina, 
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When a medical emergency arose at Chau: 
mont AB, France, there was no time to dispatch 
a pressurized MC-131 Samaritan to fly the mis- 
sion. However, a C-119 was pressed into ser 
vice and an ambulance, replete with patient 
and medical team, flew the mission. There was 
sufficient oxygen aboard the aircraft to support 
the patient during the fight. 

The operations tempo for the troop carrier 
units continued to rise. In addition to lying the 
ALS routes, they were tasked with providing air 
lit for paratroop training by the US Seventh 
Amy in Europe, and the British airborne forces 
in England. To augment the troop carrier units 
stationed in Europe, C-119s from rotational 
‘squadrons deployed from the ZI. 

When tactical fighter units deployed to 
Wheelus AB, Libya for gunnery training, С-1 195. 
from the 322nd AD flew spare parts, ammuni- 
tion, and ground support equipment from the 
various USAFE bases. As many as 12-15 Flying 
Boxcars were employed for each fighter 
deployment. These missions averaged nine 
hours in length, making for extremely long crew 
duty days. 


Operation Blue Bat 
Communist-backed insurrections flourished in. 
Third World countrios during the Cold War 
Lebanon was just another example during 
these times. The political instability in the coun- 
tty lead to armed rebellion in May 1958 when 
well-equipped Muslim rebels took control of 
‘much of the country and demanded removal of 
Camile Chamoun, the Christian President. The 
situation tumed into a stalemate when 
Chamoun refused to resign. The Iraqi govern 
‘ment was overthrown on 14 July, leading Pres- 
ident Chamoun to call immediately for military 
assistance from Britain, France, and the United 
States. Several months earlier, the United 
States stated that it would come to the aid of 
any nation asking for assistance to quell armed 
aggression. When President Chamoun asked 
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{or help, t was readily forthcoming because the 
United States did not want to lose any Alied 
nation to Communism. Under the codename 
Operation Blue Bat, President Dwight D Eisen 
помог ordered the US Sith Fleet to land US 
Marinas in Lebanon at 1500 hours the next day. 

it must have been quite a spectacle to see 
the Marines make an amphibious assault on 
the beaches of Beirut amidst a bevy of bikini- 
clad swimmers! Shorty thereafter tho Marines 
had secured the Beirut International Airport, 
and the city on the following day. They met no 
resistance. 

Оп 15 July, the 322nd AD directed that some 
C-124s and 32 C-130s trom the 317th TCW sta- 
tioned at Evreux Fauville AB, France; and 19 
C-119 from the 60th ТСМ based at Dreux АВ, 
France бу о Fürstenfeldbruck and Erding ABS 
in West Germany. On the folowing day the 
began aiifing the US Army's Task Force 
Alpha, consisting о! 1.749 paratroops and their 
‘equipment from there to Adana, Turkey. Task 
Force Alpha was ready to deploy on 17 July. 
Congestion on the airfield in Beirut kept the 
troops trom arriving unti 19 July. Task Force 
Bravo remained on 24-hour alert in West Ger. 
many while the support personnel in Task 
Force Charlie folowed directly behind Task 
Force Alpha. During this 12-day deployment 
aircraft of the 322nd AD flew 418 accident ree 
sorties. 

During the frst two weeks of August, aircraft 
from the 322nd AD airihed Task Force Delta to 
the theater. in this deployment, 4411 support 
personnel and an Honest John missile battery 
were brought to Lebanon. At the conclusion of 
this last major airift for Operation Blue Bat, the 
322nd AD had accrued 13,997 ying hours and 
aiifted more than 8,200 tons without incident. 

Concurrently, TAC deployed F-100 Super 
Sabres from the ZI, with the intial package 
arriving in 12% hours. A TAC reconnaissance 
wing was also deployed trom the ZI. n addition, 
а pair of Z+based MATS troop carrier wings 


These three C-119CF-70-FAs wore assigned 
the 47th BG (М). On the left is the nose of sin 
51-8253, showing the scars from its former 
number. In the center Is s/n 51-8265. To the 
‘was s/n 51-8247, whit the black-edged while! 
Stripes and group Insignia on the nose. J 


equipped with C-130s participated in the 
Operation Blue Bat was concluded оў 
October 1958. Lessons leaned during 
operation revealed inadequacies in hec 
battle plans, and paved the way for the 0 
posite Air Strike Force and today's Ar Ex 
tionary Force. Participants in Operation 
Bat wore eligible for the Armed Forces Ex 
tionary Medal and the units were 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Streamer, 


End of an Era 
Funding became tight and by the end of 
USAFE efforts were markedly reduced, 
ingly. This was the С-119 

in Europe: 


mr 
m^ 
25 Sep 1958 
25 Sep 1958 
8n 1961 


Fer Man AB Wet 
Бик Fawl A, 
Dreux AB, France 
Биеш алде A, 
Dreux АВ France 


OVERVIEW 


C-119s from the troop carrier units и 
performed yeoman service for USAFE 
units and other NATO forces, and hur 
relief missions. Dedicated ground cr 
support personnel worked around thed 
keep the aircraft lying. The aircrews: 


aircraft perform any time of the day or 
during challenging European weather 
tions, all while complying with a myriadal 
national regulations. 


aned 


Ar Command (TAC) had eight troop 
ионов equipped with C-1 198 within the 
пепо (2) betwoen 1949 and 1958. To 
Ihe emerging requirements of the Cold 
e USAF underwent numerous organiza 
anges. И should be noted that during 
there was a transition trom group to 
While the group was the operational unit 
(ls component troop carrier squadrons, 
[ings came into being during the mid 
Ths organizational change kept the tac 
quadrone under the operational grou 
[Ihe balance of the wing's organizations 
tho requisite administrative and heavy 
support 
Ar Command (TAC) had eight troop 
[groups equipped with C-1 19s within the 
I Interior (Л) between 1949 and 1958. 
lare shown in the table on this page. 


"Troop Carrier Group 
the summer of 1953, the 64th Troop. 
{Group (TCG) ransiioned trom the C-82 
C19. By September. the conversion. 

ө. The group flew 30 missions dur. 

that yar, ol which 11 were joint mis 

|t tho Band Аоте Division. During 

рт maneuvers the 6am TCG dropped 

gpwntrops, bundled supplies, supplies 
ө, and heavy equipment 

Dogsled was conducted between 

Jind? September 1953, and involved the 
бену of equipment and supphes to 
(AB, Greenland. During Operation 

the 64th TCG used 12 C-119s to fly 
amd drop over 4,000 tons of mater 
ncuring any losses to equipment or 
The units efforts garnered them а 
fol appreciation from the commander ot 
Ph Ar Base Group at Thule, with 
from the commanders of the 
Ак Command, TAC, Eighteenth Air 
he san TOW. 
1 January and 21 July 1953, the 
few 919 sorties, accruing 3,62630 
During this period the group trans- 
3522 passengers over 1.527.419 pas- 
miles. A total o! 4,692 paratroops were 
271 armies. in addition the unit рег. 
7 heavy equipment drops totaling 
and another 40 tons of cargo were 
This was all рап ofthe group's train 


эп 82-3137, rom the 464th TCG 
Is upper surface markings and insignia 
Vim a It drones along. F D Horsey 


Zone of Interior C-119 Operations 


TAC TCOs equipped with C-119s өйне he Zone of interior 1949-958 


ing and higher headquarters-directed missions. 
‘during this penod 

During TACAIR 54-7, the 64th TCG sup 
ported the 464th TCG between 26 and 30 Apri 
1954, The 64th flew 192 sorties, dropped 365.8 
tons of heavy equipment. An additional 502.77 
tons of cargo and 347 miitary personne! were 


fed 


Eighteenth Air Force 
Headquarters USAF os! 
teenth Air Force 


sh Egh 
Troop Carrier) on 7 March 
1951. It was organized and activated at Don. 
aldson AFB, SC on 28 March 1951 
assigned to ТАС. Maj Gen Robert W Douglass 
Jr, was the frst comm, 

ignated Eighteenth Air Force on 26 June 


oder It was then redes 


mans 


Mowa 
ecc 
Reccaec 
Moves 
Group raced Wig rationed to -1235 8 C1305 
Moved 

Group ractvited Wing Wanstioned into C-123s in 1955, 

To Rosie AB France 


Aehya AB, Japan 


The Eighteenth Air Force subsequently gained 
ther combat units in addition to troop carrier 
wings Headquarters Eighteenth Air Force was 
moved to Waco, TX on 1 September 1957, thon 
January 1958, the Twelth Alr Force 
absorbed ай of the resources of the Eighteenth 
Air Force 
The table on the following page shows the 
©-119-equipped oop carrier wings which 
reported to the Eighteenth Air Force: 


314th Troop Carrier Wing 
Aor World War Two, the 314th TCG operated 
C-47s from Albrook Field and Curundu Heights 
in the Canal Zone until October 1948. During 
ihis period the group was assigned to the 

ibbean Air Command. The unit was redes- 


Farc ndia eis, 


fetta (200 


(C-119-equipped TCW reporting othe Eighteenth Air Force 


Wing Bee Dates 
АТС MichelAFE, NY 1 Feb 1025 Aug 1953 
SMTCH Sevan AFB,IN 1 Jun 1951 to 1 Sep 1957 
MAATON Donaldson AFB. SC 1 Jun 1951 108 Jan 1953 
458 TOW Mami ln Ag FL !Dec 195210 25. 1953 
Cralesien AFB, SC 25.1 1953 10 10 Nov 1985 
Shia Aã, Japan TONoY 19550 10 May 1856 
Ardmore AFB, OK 25 May i09 ul 1958 
«ЗАТОН SewartAFB,TN 16 Jan 1956101 Sep 1957 
etn TOW Lawson AFB, GA YFED 19531021 Sep 1953 
PopeAFBNC 2 Sap 1953101 Sep 1957 
ASTON Michel АРВ, МҮ  25Aug 1953001 Apr 154 


Remarks 


rachated Replaced by he 4888 TOW 
— io Nein AF 
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MATS 


arf and cows vardered 1o AF Systems Command 


Tanstioned o some C 12351986 and C130 1867. 
Began лево rto C123 1986, Contrued wen 
Cts unl 1968 


‘Above: Paratroops resting in the sun prior to boarding C-119G-1-FA, алп 52-5800, assigned to the 


64th TCG. F O Honey 


Below The paratroops saddled up and headed to the forward door of aircraft в/п 82-5899. The 464th 
Insignia i applied to the let side of the nose. The green trim indicate that the aircraft i assigned to 
the 778th TCS; however the replacement yellow prop hub came trom the 779th TCS. Note how the 
paratroops blithely walked through the prop arc - truly a safety violation, for one never knows when 
There is suficient residual fuel In the cylinders and adequate heat to couse ignition resulting ina 


anap rotation ofthe blades! F D Horsey 
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ignated the 314th Troop Carrier Wing (Haw, 
detached to US Air Forces in Europe (USAFE) 
and operated C-54 Skymasters during the 
Berlin Airit. The unit was detached to USAFE 
between 1 and 29 July 1948. Its tactical us 
were the 20th and 334th TCSs. The 314th TOW: 
was assigned to the Airlift Task Force (Prove 
sional) between 29 July and 19 October 1948 
The squadrons were replaced by the 50th and 
62nd Troop Carrier Squadrons (TCSs) in Oct 
ber 1949. The inactivated 61st TCS was redet 
ignated the 6 st Troop Carrier Squadron ond 
September 1949, and activated within Mi 
314th TCG on 17 October 1949. The group wil 
redesignated 314th TCG (Medium), and 
assigned to the newly formed 314th Troop Cal 
Tier Wing (TCW) at Smyma AFB, GA ûû 
November 1948, C-B2s entered the until 
inventory at this time, 

The 314th TCW replaced its C-82 Pa 
with C-1198 Flying Boxcars during 
1949. The wing had a full schedule the к 
ing year while learning to operate and mal 
the new aircraft 

С-119в from the 314th TCG dropped 2 
paratroops from the 82nd Airborne 
during the night of 13 March 1949, This 
опе of the largest night airdrops in history 

Using innovativo techniques, C-1195 
the 314th TCG worked in conjunction wihi 
Army's Artillery School at Fort Sil, OK in 
iments and exercises for airdropping 
artillery pieces. This exercise was su 
completed on 18 March 1950. 


Exercise Swarmer 
А giant joint Army/USAF exercise was. 
ducted over North Carolina, South 
and Virginia between 24 April and 8 May ff 
While the units had trained individual i 
past, this was the frst time they all par 
in the same exercise. In what was named 
cise Swarmer, paratroops were борри 
seize an airhead, then expand i to perma 
ports to land with reinforcing troops. The 
оп the ground were to be resuppled byi 
while surrounded by hostile forces. Thei 
cise called for all-weather capably 
assumed air superiority, but not air 

The reason behind Exercise Swarmw 
that many people within the Pentagon, 
at the only traditional method lor 
through an invasion via beachheads, was 
obsolete because of atomic bombs. 
an air sense, believed that airheads 
chosen with more flexibility than bead 

The overall exercise was under the 
mand of Lt Gen Lauris Norstad, USAF 
Chief of Staff for Operations, white Big 
Willard А Wolfinbarger, Tactical Ar 
Continental Аг Command 
headed the Air Task Force for 
‘Swarmer. 

C-119s from the 314th TCG dropped| 
4,000 paratroops during Exercise Si 
addition, they successfully airdropped 


artillery pieces for tne frst me histo 
scanned 


the frst time, C-1 195 were employed to 
jn 2cton 6x6 trucks that were fully loaded 
personnel were able о drive the trucks off 
irat and head for the front. Whereas 
475 and C-54s were only capable of 
керв, two of these trucks could be car. 
па C-119. Army field commanders were 
Se with having their ground troops 
the aircraft ater they landed. This led to 
ea of having trained personnel akin 
eachmasters be responsible for the 
ofthe aircraft. This concept evolved 
Ihe aerial роп program. 
‘Swarmer proved that troop carrier 
lirateg air transport elements could work 
Each complemented the other with 
саме. That said. 
ф resolve a number of deficiencies 
and control, and distribution of 
during such joint operations 


much work was 


Air Force Base 
IBS March 1950, 5тута AFB, TN was 
Sewart AFB in honor of Tennessee. 
Мај Alen J Sewart Jr, who was killed in 
inthe Pacific during World War Two. For 
Wadication ceremony, C-1198 from the 
ТСО performed a flyover 
ySewart AFB remained home for the 
JTOW rom 1 November 1948 to about 15 
1966. The base also was home to the 
ТСМ between 4 November 1949 and 15 
1954. 


War Mobilization 
Ihe 314th TCW remained at Sewart AFB. 
(г organizations - 314th TCG and its 
618 and 62nd TCS doparted for Ashiya 
jon 4 Septembor 1950, Tho 37th TCS 

fhe 316h TCG joined the 314th TCG at 
Jon 29 November 1950 

he 314th TCG was 


signed to FEAF 
(Сапег Command it had the strength 
in me tanio 


oed 
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It Into place for Installation. Е Т Aen 


314th ТСМ at Sewart AFB 

Two. 

remained at Sewart AFB, TN. While 

squadrons were in Japan, the wing operated 

with the 36th and 75th TCSs 

Sewart AFB during this period. The wing few a 

variety о! aircraft as й devel 

tor airborne а 
These aircraft were assigned to the 314th 

TOW from 1948 and 


oped new concepts 


211 TCS was reactivated and assigned to 
иһ TOW on B June 1955. 


Exercise Southern Pine 
A joint Army/Air Force training maneuver 
known as Exercise Southern Pine, was con 
ducted in the vicinity of Fort Bragg, NC 
between 9 July and 27 August 1951. Airit oper. 
ations were performed by the Troop Carrier 
‘Command (Prov), which had been activated on 
1 March 1951, expressly for this exercise. 

The 2nd Forward Medical Air Evacuation 
Flight was assigned to the Eighteenth Air Force 
and attached to the 314th TCW on 6 July. Com: 
mand and control for the USAF medical units 
participating in Exercise Southern Pine was 
provided by the Troop Carrier Medical Group 
(Prov) which was activated at Laurinburg Max 

n, NC оп 3 August. The Troop Carrier Medical 
Group (Prov) moved to Donaldson AFB, SC on 
4 September and was discontinued on 25 


ай 


November 1951. The 1st Aeromedical Group 
was activated at Donaldson on 26 November 
1951, and attached to the 375th TCW: while its 
operational control remained with the Com- 
manding General, Eighteenth Air Force. 

The Air Cargo Supply Squadron (Prov) was 
organized on 20 July 1951, as an experimental 
Uni to train personnel in aircraft loading tech: 
niques for Exercise Southern Pine. On 1 
November 1951, the unit was redesignated the 
Aerial Port Operations Squadron (Prov). The 
unit was attached to the 443rd TCW for control 
administration, and logistical support. These 
predecessors resulted in the activation of the 
1st Aerial Port Operations Squadron at Don 
aldson AFB on 11 January 1952. 


Operation Snowfall 
Оп 4 December 1951, the Troop Carrier Air 
Division (Prov) was organized at Mitchel AFB, 
NY for supervision of Operation Snowfall that 
was a joint Army/Air Force exercise conducted 
in the Camp Drum area of New York state. 
С.119в from the 435th and 514th TCWs, along 
with C-124 from the 62nd TCW airiftod some 


аг Feirchis C424 C-119 


10,000 personnel, flew over 4.000 miles, and 
dropped 6.400 paratroops. Operation Snowfall 
was conducted in January and February 1952. 


Operation Snow Shoe И 
А joint defenso exercise, dubbed Operation 
Snow Shoe И, was conducted within Northeast 
Air Command and Alaska between March and 
May 1952. С-119в from the 316th and 435th 
TOWs and C-124s from the 62nd TCW partici 
paled in airiting Army personnel and equip 
ment 


Exercise Long Horn 
The most extensive post: World War Two Army. 
Air Force joint maneuver to date, known as 
Exercise Long Hom, was conducted between 
25 March and 11 Apri 1952. The exercise 
involved the aiit of the 31st Infantry Division. 
from Fort Jackson, SC to Temple, TX. Eight of 
the troop carrier wings assigned to the Egh- 
teenth Air Force flew 8,941 troops and 5233. 
tons of equipment over 269,700 air miles. Upon 
completion of the maneuver, the division was 
ted to Camp Atterbury, Indiana. 


C-196-1-FA, an 51-8090, was flown by the 
213th TCG, stationed at Sewart AFB, TN. The 
spaciousness of the cockpit is readily 

‘discernible in this view. Va Mg! O W Mena 


Exercise Test Drop 

In order to determine it World War Two! 
carrier techniques were still applicable n 
post-war era, an extensive test 
known as Exercise Test Drop was cond 
between June 1952 and July 1953. In 
tion of the C-119 and С-124 prompted the 
study that included evaluation of К 
navigational aids, the Joint Operations 
Ter, use of the Chase C-122 Avitruc (for 
of the Fairchild C-123 Provider), and 
tion of drop techniques. A series of 10. 
was conducted. Evaluation of the 
evolved into the Computed Air Release! 
(CARP) system of paradropping pe 
and equipment, The CARP system was. 
cially adopted by the Eighteenth Air For 
8 May 1953. 


USAFE Support 
Between 19 October 1954 and 3 May М 
the 776th TCS, 464th TCW was deployed 
Rhein-Main AB, Germany to support 
322nd AD. They were followed by the 
TCS that deployed between 25 Apri ani 
November 1955. 

During October 1955, the 62nd 
deployed 12 С-119 to Dreux AB, Franc 
support USAFE operations for a period di 
months. The detachment was under th 
mand of Lt Col Witham F Kellerhor 


FEAF Ferry Operations 
During August 1952 crews кот both he 
and 3141h TCWs supported MATS by 
— to FEAF for the Korean War 

During May 1953, under Operation 
crews from the 64th and 465th ТО 
149s о Japan trom the ZI and retumed 
weary Flying Boxcars from Japan lo 
depots within the 21 


1952-1956 
Troop Carrier Support Missions 
Operation Redbird was conducted 
and 31 October 1952, using C-119s from) 
14th and 516th TCWs and C-124s trom 
бәла ТСМ. During this operation, the 
moved 899,293 lb of cargo and 1,242 
nel when SAC's 55th SRW moved froni 
AFB, Puerto Rico to Forbes AFB, KS. 


These C-119s from the Eighteenth Air Fares 
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[oer joint Army/Air Force exercise was 
between 15 January and 4 February 

Inthe Camp Drum area of upstate New 
Dubbed Exercise Coldspot, aircraft from 
geen Air Force dropped over 9,000 
and airited another 10,931 for the 


TACAR 54.2, named Exercise Ski Jump, was 
between 4 and 26 March 1954 
16-1195 from the 463rd TCW airdropped 
Jol equipment to the 51 ith Regimental 
Team (RCT) of the 11th Airborne Ом. 
during their cold weather maneuvers at 
Hale, CO. 
ing on 20 April 1954, TACAIR 547 
Wih C-124s from the 62nd and 64th 
jairiting members of the 14th ACT from. 
LAto Pope AFB, NC as a prelude lo 
туз Operation Flashburn - the Army's 
дань atomic maneuver. All units of the 
Ai Force were committed to 
54-7 that was designed to test and train 
air unis in all phases о! operations 
se included BO C-1245 and 500 
lið tor dropping 9,000 paratroops trom the 
Акито Division at Fort Bragg. Crows 
he Eighioenth Air Force flew a total of 
eral resupply and troop carner sorties 
Operation Spearhead, which was 
64-8 conducted between З and 19 May 
17 C1198 from the 463rd TCW air 
99 tons of cargo at Fort Hood to the 
Division as part o a joint Army/Air 
Maneuver 
Mon Shockwave was conducted 
2 and 11 December 1054, when 
198 rom the 456th and 463rd TCWs airlited 
Йог of equipment and 2,500 infantrymen 
he 296th ACT from Ramey AFB to NAS 
Roads in Puerto Rico. 
February 1955, four C-119s from the. 
TOW participated in a series of atomic 
їп Nevada during Operation Teapot 
5 November. December 1955, the 
ИСИ participated in Exercise Sage Brush, 
АТА Force maneuver in Louisiana. 
Is TCS was deployed to England AFB, 
ase that was home to the 366th TFW. A 
‘operation known as Exercise Red 


лвы from the 314th TCG were 
o England AFB, LA for Operation 


КҮ for this joint Атту Ай Force 
maneuver. USAF ЈАДРО 55 18 


Атом was conducted between 17 and 19 
November 1958. C-124s from the 61st TCG air 
Mted some 14,000 Army troops from Fort Riley 
KS to six forward operating locations whe 

C-119s and C-123s continued the М to areas 
strategically located around the combat zone 


ALASKAN OPERATIONS 


А number of C-82 and C-119 units went TOY to 
Alaska in support of paratroop training opera- 
Бопе In addition, some units provided combat 
support to the Alaskan Air Command. Between 
1948 and 1950, the S7th Fighter Wing at теп. 


dort AFB, had a total of four C-82 troop carrier 
squadrons provide combat support. Three of 
the squadrons; the 4th, 7th, and Bth TCSs 


came from the 62 at McChord AFB, WA. 
The 37th TCS came from the 316th TCG at 
Greenville ААВ, Si na AFB, TN. 


С, and Sm 


£x Warm Wind was conducted 
between 27 October and 10 December 1952. 
C-118s from the 435th TCW, augmented by 
the 64th, 314th, and 433rd TCWs, 
plished one of the largest peacetime airlits to 
date when they flew the entire 503rd ACT to 
Alaska. During this exercise both airlift and air 
drop missions of personnel and equipment 
were conducted 

TACAIR 553 was designated Exercise 
Snowbird and was designed fo test the combat 
capabiity of troop carrier and airborne units 
during extremely cold conditions in January 
1955. A total of 50 C-Y248 from the 62nd and 
63rd TCWs and 100 С-119в from the 313th, 
314th, and 456th TCWs went lo Alaska during 
the dead of winter where they dropped para- 
troops from the 503,0 ЯСТ. 

Exercise Ember Dawn was conducted in the 
summer of 1969, С-119в from the 933rd and 


904th TAG and the 433rd TAW, Air Force 
Reserve participated 


Potent Lesson 
During one of the early deployments to Alaska, 
а severe lesson in airplane operations was 
learned. The C-119 was equipped with an ой 
ditor system for use during extremely low tem- 
peratures. Basically, the system introduced ам: 
ation gasoline into the ой tanks so as to reduce 
Its viscosity. In practice, this system was rarely 
used. The severe temperatures encountered in 
Alaska proved the need for this system; how 
ever, it was to be employed at specified inter 
vals. During this deployment буе aircraft were 
Jost due to engine failures, these being caused 
by severe engine overheating. Investigation 
revealed that when the ой diluter system was 
not consistently employed, the ой ines tended 
to coke up because of slow oil movement and. 
the high temperatures encountered during nor. 
та! engine operation. When the system was 
noeded on this particular mission, the aviation 
{gasoline not only diluted the oil in the tanks; it 
‘caused the caked-on oil to break away from 
their lines and choking the ой flow to the 
‘engines, resulting in severe overtemperatures. 
А directive was issued which required fight 
crews to use the ой diluter system regularly and 
the problem was corrected. 


Assigned C-111 
The only C-119 unit assigned to Alaskan Air 
Command was the 5039h Air Transport 


ви Рыса сага C119 


Squadron (ATS) based at Eimendort AFB. 
This unit operated these aircraft between July 
1955 and late 1957, when the C-123 was 
Introduced. During the last six months of 
1955, a few of the eventual ten С-1195 wer 
the unit. A year of schedule revisions and 
depot modifications resulted in the first two 
aircraft arriving in July. Three more came in 
August and one each in November and 
December. A shortage of parts and a lack of 
qualified pilots prevented the С-1198 from 
taking over the combat support role from the 
venerable C-47. 

The 5039th ATS experienced low in-com- 
mission and utilization rates of a Ие more than 
100 hours per month ın the frst six months: 


Mw 5р ба Nov ок 
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rch 1956, the entire complement of 
ten C-1195 was in the inventory of the 5039th 
ATS. With the improvement in he weather, the 
utilization rate increased and they achieved 
338 of the 400-hour objective. As the parts 
shortages and crew deficiencies were over 
come, the in-commission rate rose to 60% and 
above. 


During the second half of 1956, operation 
the C-1198 was reasonable. These operati 
‘Statistics reveal the performance of the 309 

АТВ between January-June and July- 

ber 1956: 


Dates ieCommisson Actual Руд Ute 
Fate (Average) Avg per Month Ach 


жыл 20 Téhus бл 
MOC GOR Mohs Won 


* This reduced рле was due 1o an exremely por 
uring me mort ot December 


The 5039th ATS provided logistical suppor 
remote radar sites. In addition, they prov 
yeoman service in bringing POL to land: 
Sparrevohn. This was one of a few aircraft 
trol and warning stations that could not be 
pled by water transportation. 

Even though the performance of the C. 
improved in Alaska, t was not the proper ci 
airplane for the theater. it was marginal 
‘mountain performance (engine-out) and 
ation from gravel strips. The first С-1298 
replace the C-1 19s arrived on 27 October ti 


OVERVIEW 


C-119s assigned to units of the Eighteenth 
Force proved their worth in joint exercises 
the Army and developing airifairdrop. 
niques for both cargo and personnel. Inno 
personnel within the command proved өйө 
methods for such operations in the tuture. 


These four Flying Boxcars were performing 


Boxcars continued in operation 
Regular Air Force in the Far East 
long after the Korean War, and 
as base flight aircraft with sever. 
Examples of these various oper- 
jare provided. 


ARIAN AIRLIFT OPERATIONS 


the military is known for ts сот. 

however its training and 

are also employed for humanitar: 

Within the Zone of Interior (21) 

United States (CONUS) these 

тау be requested by the governors 

that have been hit by natural disas- 

nally, requests for humanitar- 

тау be asked for by heads of 

‘come at the direction of the State 

to further American influence in 

‘of the world. Direct use of humani- 

ИИ can reduce strife within a sover. 

| and/or reduce the temptation of a 
power to take over the devi 


ihe C-82 Packets and C-119 Flying Вох 

employed in numerous domestic 

rohot forts. For the period of 

forthe C-825 and C-119s from the Reg- 

| Ак National Guard, and Air Force 

uni few the humanitarian missions 

nthe accompanying table above. Such 

ofthese missions being fown 

and C-1195 is a testament to basic 

© the aircraft, and the dedicated 

and operational capabilties of 
involved, 


‘AIR FORCES. 


Korean War, two C-119-equipped 
Сален wings remained assigned to 
Ai Division (Combat Cargo). Both 
Troop Carrier Wing (TCW) and 
wore stationed at Tachikawa AB in 
The latter had more units assigned/ 
бәл any other wing, as depicted in 

4 
êrd TCW provided training and 
support for the C-119s loaned to 
C-119 from France's Armée de 
the battle for Dien Bien Phu (see 


Chapter 11 


Humanitarian Air Operations flown by C-&23 and C-1198 


Miscellaneous USAF 
Packet & Boxcar Operations 


Location Period Тош Missions  C-82/C-119 Missions Percentage 
Noth America  I7Sep 194702 Маат 47 в өх 
Lain America == a 1989103 May 1963 18 6 aw 
Europe 2Sn 194810001989 17 10 * 
Aiea Sep 19701 Maris 9 5 * 
— в an 
East Asa. Ag 195010 Sep 1955 7 3 am 
Facile kAstaka — DectBBLDdAU IS 18 D E 
тош * в Ud 


C-1190-36-FA, s/n 53-7861, was photographed on landing at Yokota AB, Japan on 17 March 1960. 
The aircraft was assigned to the 421st TCS, 6102nd ABG. Note the squadron insignia on the vertical 
tall and the Aussie Roo zap on the forward fuselage. T Matsuzaki a D Remington 


Major Accident 
On 30 March 1956, C-119G 53-3150 from the 
817thTCS, 483rd TCW, took ой from Ashiya AB, 
Japan on a routine support mission to Kimpo. 
АВ (K9), Korea. The take-off began at 0741 
hours. Runway 30 (300° heading) was in use. 
The 6,000ft long concrete runway had a 1001 
long pierced steel planking (PSP) overrun, 10ft 
of turt, terminating with a fairly steep, relatively 
‘smooth undulating slope to the perimeter road 
1509 from and 208 below the end of the over- 
тип. The feld elevation is 106! above mean sea 
level. The aircraft was equipped with reversible 
Aeroproducts C1 propellers: however the 
reversing feature was inactivated at the time of 


this fight. in fact, the propellers were locked out 
of reverse for a period of about six months 
because several uncommanded instances of 
the propellers going into reverse, including in. 
fight, had occurred, 


Weather conditions at he time of take-off 
* Soot Broken 
Vebity 5 Mies 

Wed NNE a 14 Knots 
Temperate s 

Dew Port s 

Mieter Set ar 
OteWeaherConótons Ran and Ground F 


— — — — —seanned— 
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Above This Ard TCW C-119 was undergoing an engine change in 1958 at Yokota AB, Japan. Note the 
‘sears above the “U.S. AIR FORCE’ from the TROOP CARRIER markings. The main cabin windows are 
masked over. In addition to the cowl paneis, the main gear doors are removed to afford ease of acces 
An engine specialist is on a stand working within the Мо 2 nacelle. The three turbosupercharger 
‘exhausts reveal that this was an R.2250 engine. Note the ever-present Nightline fre bote О! special 
Tare the chalk markings on the two lower Aeroproducts prop blades, both in English and. 
"ENG PICKLED DO NOT MOVE PROP". USAF 08704 C 


Personnel onboard the aircraft at the time ol 
accident 


Personne Crew Organizational 
Duy Assignment 

Robet А Балое Piot злото TO 
‘yd TOS 


Са Aber H Swanson Copiot 


Тед Боло Коти Fight 315 AD, arii TOM 
Engneet 4880706 
ANC ye Cooling Rado МПА AB TO 


Opes 880100 
Capt Daniel O Stoker Passenger Fit AF, BT THO 
nF eum al 
ASC James А Бетеп Passenger 3150 AD 

Tm Ae Pt Sn 


27 


Ogon Passenger 


The pilot briefed the crew prior to take-off afl 
included directions on a rejected takedfl 
Power was applied to the engines and fl 
take-off began normally. At a speed ôl Ж 
knots, the right engine torquemeter 
fiyctuating, then dropped to about wolf 
the normal reading, А! this time the 

lected to abort the take-off with about 
of runway remaining. He began appl 
brakes, but there was no discernible slowing 
the aircraft. Then the co-pilot began ар 
brakes to no effect. Next, the pilot attempted 
ground loop the aircraft to the right by af 
ing full right rudder and brakes, The ай 
was unresponsive. At approximately 
тот the end of the runway, the pilot caledi 
the co-pilot to retract the gear. As the ай 
crossed the PSP overrun, the gear began 
rotract. The nose gear retracted as the ай 
cleared the PSP, the nose settled and cor 
with the turf caused the пове gear doom 
dep: retracted and Mi 
craft dropped on its let side. When the a 
'pped 55h past the overrun and a 
nose was just over the lip of the slope, the 
gear began to retract. 

The aircraft сате to rest in a nose-downi 
tude with the cockpit twisted from the a 
The cockpit crew escaped through theni 
tors astrodome, while the passengers a 
through the lett troop door. There were nj 


1. The left main ges 


These seven C-119 from the 483rd TOW wat 
photographed on the ramp at Don Muang 
during Operation Firm Link on 15 February 
USAF KAS 


C-119C-20-FA, a'n 50-155, was assigned of. 
2191 TCS, авзга TCW, when photographed at 
Tachikawa AB, Japan in 1987. The aircraft 
red lightning bots on the nose and ventral fi. 
The squadron insignia Is applied to the verte 
fn. Roger Johnson va Ме D W Menard 


One of several C-82s that were assigned tot 
All Weather Flying Center based at Clinton. 
County AFB, ОН during the mid- 19408. 
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to MASDC. P М Bowers 


Bree Сов operated by the 
„оту 81-8148 carried 
paint scheme. A Kiger 
DW Mears 


Injures; however the acra was 
dat a cost of $599,922. 
00 Form 365F, Weight and Balance 
ve Form, showed the allowable gross 
lor the take-off was 68,000 Ib, and the 
load was 16,832 Ib. While weight was 
дог this accident, It may well have led 
Inew operating limitations published by 
Bid TOW later that year. 


ing Limitations Published 
Was a major consideration to the 483rd 
land on 7 December 1956, Col Marvin W 
Wig Director of Operations, issued а 
fescinding the C-119G Allowable Gross 
published on 5 December 1956, and 
fd TOW Standard Operating Procedure 
3, These were replaced by charts and 
published in the flight handbook for the 
HKG, and safety supplements thereto. 
d data for Normal Limited by Perfor- 
Maximum Take-off Gross Weights for 


CHF сю 


7200018 
mne 


ТП EN 


nmb 


the average temperature and dew 
ft Tachikawa AB for the past eight years 
‘Air Division computed new numbers 
sed for planning purposes for missions 
fom the islands of Japan and Korea. 


For planning purposes, weight limitations for 
С-119з operating within the 315th AD were 
divided into these six periods 


Period Gross weight 


January and February 
March and December 
Арі and November 
May and October 


This data was utilized by 483rd TOW mission 
planners for forecasting future uni operations 
Until the C-1198 were removed from the inven. 
tory in the theater in 1959. 


Operation Firm Link 
As an outgrowth of the Marshal Plan, the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was for- 
mulated on 4 April 1949. A similar origination 
was created in Southeast Asia, known as the 
Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO). 
This alliance was organized in 1954 to fil the 
void of France's departure from what had been 
French Indochina (see Chapter 8) It was head. 
‘quartered in Bangkok, Thailand. The alliance 
consisted of: Australia, Great Britain, France 
New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines, Thai 
land and the United States. 

SEATO conducted annual maneuvers utili 
ing forces of member nations for training and 
аз a show of force to deter Communist insur 


gency in the region. Between 15-18 February 
1956, SEATO conducted Operation Firm Link 


Designed to demonstrate the mobility and 
effectiveness of SEATO armed forces in the 
‘event of an emergency in Southeast Asia. Dur. 
ing this show of force, elements of these 


nations participated: Australia, Great Britain 
New Zealand, the Philippines, Thailand. 

During Operation Firm Link, C-1198 and 
C-124s from the 318th Air Division (Combat 
Cargo), Far East Air Forces, hauled paratroops 
and their equipment кот Ashiya AB, Japan to 
Don Muang Airport in Thailand. They brought in 
‘everything from vehicles to feld kitchens, While 
on this deployment, the С-119в performed 
paratroop and heavy equipment drops. Digni 
{aries from various SEATO nations were seated 
їп а grandstand where they observed the air 
drops. One of these individuals was Brig Gen 
Russell L Waldron, Commander of the 315th Air 
Division (Combat Cargo) 


AIR DEFENSE COMMAND 


їп addition to the Douglas C-47 Skytrain and 
Convair T-29/C-131 Samaritan, Air Defense 
Command (ADC) used a number of C-1 195 as 
support aircraft for their fighter interceptor 
squadrons throughout the CONUS. 

ADC units that are known to have operated 
the C-119 are the 4440th ADG, Langley AFB, 
VA; 4600th ABW, Peterson AFB, CO; 4750th 
ADFW, Yuma AFB, AZ: and the 4750th ADF at 
Tyndall AFB, FL. — 
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ALL WEATHER FLYING CENTER 


The All Weather Flying Center (AWFC) was ded 
‘cated to researching fight safety in ай sorts of 
‘meteorological conditions. It developed and 
tested aircraf and associated equipment under 
extreme weather conditions. Established at 
Clinton County ААР, OH in June 1945, under 
Headquarters Air Technical Service Command, 
the unit moved to Lockbourne AAF, OH in Octo- 
ber 1945. On 9 March 1946 the unit returned to 
Clinton County ААР (later AFB) where it was 
‘operated by the All Weather Flying Division of 
the Air Materiel Command. With the closure of 
Clinton County AFB, the AWFC moved to 
Wright-Patterson AFB, OH in October 1949. 
The AWFC developed air trafic control and 
Instrument landing equipment and procedures 


ва Fairchild C828 0-119 


to permit operations under ай types of meteo- 
rological conditions. One of their more famous 
missions was performed under Project Thun- 
derstorm in which aircraft penetrated thunder- 
storms to gather operational dala using 
Northrop P61 Black Widows and FAS 
Reporters. During 1948, daily fights utilizing 
С-54з were made between Clinton County AFB 
and Andrews Field, MD. The C-54's cockpit 
windows were covered with colored plastic ала 
the pilot wore glasses that precluded outside 
vision, thereby simulating instrument cond 
tions on a daily basis. in addition, a В-29 was 
employed for cosmic ray research. 

The AWFC operated a variety of aircraft 
including several C-82s, in the unit's resplen 
dent markings. The C-82s were used for logis- 
tical support — hauling radar trailers and 


prototype electronic equipment to remote ste 
for AWFC testing. Some of the sites went 
Andrews AFB, MD; National Airport, DG 
Pinecastie AFB, FL; Selfridge AAFB, М: 
‘Smoky Hill AFB, KS. 

Known C-82 in the AWFC inventory 
44-22968 and 44-22989 


STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND 


Strategic Air Command (SAC) operated 
C-82s and C-1199 that were assigned t 
ous bomb groups for logistical support 
aircraft were allocated to the base fight 
also served to provide fight time to saf 
sonnel, According to SAC records these 
craft were in service between 1948 and 1 
1948, 11; 1949, 4; 1950, 4; 1951, 4; 1052.4 

The larger number of C-82s in SACS 
tory in 1948 may result rom the tact that he 
Geodetic Squadron was assigned io the 
Strategic Reconnaissance Wing at 
AFB, Puerto Rico during this period 

A itie-known SAC unit was tho East 
naissance Group (Provisional) that 
employed in the photomapping of Gr 
between 25 June 1946 and 27 March 1 
This unit operated one C-82 to haul men 
materie to Ellesmere Island to build a 
station. Using a pair of sk-equipped C471 
the C-82, the unit delivered 250 tons of 
within two weeks. Those aircraft, crowed by 
unteers from Shaw Field, SC, landed of 


close to the shore, 
SAC also employed some C-119s during 


mid-1950s as base support aircraft for 
the cantankerous R-4360 engines 
their feet of Convair B-36 Peacemakers 
ing B-50 Superfortresses, and Boeing 
Stratotreightors. 

During the famous SAC Bombing andi 
gation Competitions, the_C-119s 
‘employed to haul everything including 
kitchen sink. The aircraft brought in tool 
for the mechanics, spare parts, field 
and the all important motor scooters fr 
‘transportation. 

In addition, SAC utilized an entire 
С-119в in Project Drag Net (see Chaplet 


C-119C-15-FA, s/n 49-159, had the dus! nose 


Папас Command (АТС) had C-119s 
10 several specialized units. The 
Plot Training Wing, based at Webb АРВ. 
the aircraft to train fight crews. Tech- 
[lining wings employed the aircraft as 
airframes for raining mechanics. 
АТС units operated the C-82s: the 
TW, Chanute AFB, IL; 3415th TTW, 
AFB, CO; 34991h TTW (Mobile), various 
and the 3750 TIW, Sheppard 
Mx 
‘Ar Force Flight Demonstration Team 
j) operated three different 
ias support aircraft. Only one of these 
Boxcars had the Thunderbird paint 
applied, 


SUPPORT 


were known to have served with tho 
for News - Packet Press Ноот. The 
wouid dispatch the aircraft to various. 
lor use by traveling media personnel 
deck cabin was outfitted with tables, 
lights, and typewriters. 
the 1960s it was not unusual to see a 
Ibing in support personnel and equip- 
Ihe stars of the show. 
‘Several occasions famous engineer 
Potor M Bowers had his Curtiss Pusher 
(rii to various airshows across the 
"ere, the jaunty and witty aviator 
(диде the audiences and performers 
Is replicated vintage flying machine, 


C-82 Packets 
Advisory Committee for Aeronau: 
JNational Aeronautics and Space 
(NASA) operated C-82A 44. 

31 August 1947 and 7 February. 

(Ihe aircrat carried NACA/NASA Fleet 
107. operated from the NACA/NASA 


‘Ames Facility at NAS Moffett, CA. in addition to 
being used as a utility aircraft, this C-82 flew a 
limited number of gust load research flights 
The aircraft was retired o MASDC at Davis 
Monthan AFB, AZ. 

In addition, NACA employed several C-82s 
at their Lewis Research Center in Cleveland. 
OH during the 1950s. One test program 
involved full-scale crashworthiness fre invest. 
gations on piston-powered aircraft, while the 
others dealt with the origin and prevention of 
crash fires in turbojet aircraft 

In the first series of tests, the crashes wore 
designed to simulate a take-off accident in 
which the arcraft faled to become arborne, 
struck an embankment, shearing off the pro. 
pellers and landing gear; striking trees or 
poles, rupturing fuel tanks, then siding along 
the ground to a standstill In addition to flam. 
mabiity ests, g-orce effects on dummies were 
also tested. Both C-46 and С-82 aircraft were. 
provided by the USAF for these tests. Walter 
Kidde & Company built a fire suppression sys- 
tem to meet USAF requirements. The system 
incorporated these features: 

Fuel shut-off valve on each frewall and inthe 
tubing between each carburetor metering 
section and fuel njecton nozzie and an oi 
shutott valve on each frewai 
A storage and plumbing system in each nacelle 
for discharging carbon dioxide into the difuser 
housing of the engine induction system. 


A storage and plumbing system in each nacelle 
for spraying а coolant on the hot exhaust 
collector ring and heat exchangers 

‘switching arrangement for disconnecting the 
вистой batteries and generators from the 
electrical power system. 


The second series of tests were designed to sim: 
ulate either take-off or landing accidents in which 
there was a high probability of human surviv 
C-82s were modified with the addition of both 
J35 and J47 turbojets that were pylon mounted 
оп a wing. The C-825 were accelerated Io a 
speed of around 90 miles per hour along a 
1,7008 runway. A crash abutment at the end о! 
the runway was arranged to пр off the landing 
gear, while a pair of poles on each side of the 
wing tore open the fuel tanks containing 1,000 
gallons of JP4 jet fuel. The test conclusions were 
that it was highly improbable that a jet engine 
would separate and become a fre hazard in any 
crash that would be survivable for the crew. 


OVERVIEW 


The size and capabilities permitted use of both 
the C-82 Packet and С-119 Flying Boxcar in a 
variety of missions for which they were not orig 
inally designed. While necessity is the mother 
‘of invention on the part of the operators, it was 
the basic design of the aircraft that permitted its 
previous unplanned and varied usage. 
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Military Air Transport Service 


Between 1946 and 1957, the Miltary Air Trans- 


Distribution o C-E2s and C-19 within MATS 


port Service (MATS) operated a few C-82s and 
C-1195 in their ancillary services. C-82s were 
assigned to Air Rescue Service (ARS) and sev- 
al squadrons within the Airways and Air Com- 
munications Service (AACS). С-1195 were 
operated by AACS, a ferrying squadron, and 
the Air Resupply & Communications Service 
(AR&CS). Distribution of these aircraft within 
MATS is contained in the table to the right. 


AIR RESCUE SERVICE 


Between 1947 and 1952, the Air Rescue Ser- 
vice (ARS) employed up to 18 C-82s. During 
November-December 1946, the aircraft were 
used on two occasions to transport a Sikorsky 
R helicopter long distances for their subse- 
‘quent use in rescue operations. 

In January 1949, a severe blzzard paralyzed 
tho central and western states, isolating rural 
residents and livestock. During Operation Hayiit 
and Operation Snowbound, ARS C-47s and 
C-82s dropped 525 cases of C-rations, over 
200001boffood, 10.0001b of coal, and 25,0000 
ої cattlo feed for the snowbound inhabitants. 

Опе C-82 was assigned to each of these 
ARS units: 


Unit Base 
DT Maco AFB, FL 
Ако AFB, CZ 
‘VARS, FLA — AFB, CA 
ARS, PLB March AFB, CA 
SARS Maco AFB, FL 
Westover AFB, MA 
On ARS Westover AFB, МА 
Peppered AFB, Nowcundand. 
TAS Weeks AB, Libya 
ARS, PLOISB ARS. Wheels AB, La 
dnas Hamilton AFB, CA 
* PAF Marston, England 
GARS RAF болоте 
EN Lowy AFB, CO. 
КП Mac AFB, FL 
Palm Beach Arpor FL 


ARS = Ait Rescue Squadron: F = Fight RU = Rescue Unt 
тти = Technical Training Unt 


C-82s in Air Rescue Service were found to be 
generally unreliable and, with only afew aircraft 
of that type in a given unit, a lack of spares only 
exacerbated the situation. Hence, these aircraft 
mainly served in a support role. 
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1951 


Air Rescue Service operated this C-E2A, s/n 44-22978. The yellow and black ARS markings are 


‘applied to the nose, waist, wingtips, and booms. 


‘The buzz number appears both on the nose and 


under the left wing. A protective boot with streamers is installed over the pot probe on the nose. 
The two bungee cords extending from the clamshell doors to the tall were used to hold and 


‘subsequently remove the elevator control locks. 
MATS FERRYING SQUADRON 


‘The 1739th Ferrying Squadron was activated on 
1 July 1952, as a result of Miltary Air Transport 
Service (MATS) General Order 92. The 3075th 
Aircraft Ferrying Squadron, based at Tinker 
AFB, Oklahoma, was redesignated the 1739th 
Ferrying Squadron, 1708th Ferrying Wing, Con- 
tinental Division, MATS, with this order. In 
‘August 1952, the unit relocated to Amarillo AFB, 
ТХ, with its cadre of 26 officers and 23 airmen. 
Within three years, the squadron grew to 117 
officers and 135 airmen. While at Amarilo, the 
11739th was a tenant on a base controlled by the 
3320 Technical Training Wing. Technical 
Training Air Force, Air Training Command. The. 
1708tn Ferrying Wing was headquartered at 
Kelly AFB, TX. Also under control of the 1708th 
were the 1737th Ferrying Squadron at Dover 


WJ Balogh ма MSgt D W Menard 


АРВ, DL, and the 1738th Ferrying Sa 
Long Beach Municipal Airport, CA. As: 
cf labor, the 1737th and 1738th squadrons 
cialized in the movement of sing 


 mult-engined aircraft and helicopters, 
early in their career they flew all types o; 
Between 1 July 1952 and 31 Deo 
1955, the 1739th Ferrying Squadron hadi 
ered a total of 3,308 aircraft, 979 of which 
to foreign destinations. No less than 27 
ent aircraft types were delivered by the sq 
ron. During 1955, the 1739th delivered aig 
322 С-1195 — 150 domestic and 172 fo 
The aircraft were delivered to both USAF 
friendly foreign governments througho 


Far East, Greenland, Iceland, the Mile 


by 
alfetta (2007 


[South America. In statistical terms, in any 
24-hour period, the 1739th had delivered 
тл to domestic destinations, while 
ly delivering another 0.77 aircraft 
destinations. During this time frame, 
[Bvaóron was led by three commanders 
(Charles Fitch (28 August 1954 to 4 Jan- 
1954), Lt Col Russell Gray (4 January 1954 
ff March 1955), and Lt Col John K Thomp- 
И March 1955 to 31 December 1955) 
jorder io maintain proficiency in the wide 
ol aircraft flown by the unit, an intensive 
program was in continuous operation 
plots and fight engineers. Most crows 
checked out in several different aircraft at 


fame time. In some instances, they were 
їп as many as eight different types. It 
fol unusual for а crew to deliver a C-119 to 
J bring a C-47 back to the ZI, and then 
а B-29 to another stateside base. While 
0130-40 days were not uncommon for the 


crews, an average of 25 days was the 
Not all of the aircraft were factory- or 
On the contrary, many of the aircraft 
being returned to 21 depots for overhaul 
July 1952 and July 1955, the 1739 
Squadron had a perfect safety record. 
were; however, several near accidents. 
ample, on 16 January 1954, Capt James 
and his crew, fying a C-119, lost an 
J dropped 9.0001, but managed to fly on 
7 hours and make a safe landing at Kind 
JAFB, Bermuda. For superior flying skill in 
Ja major accident, Capt Beck was given 

for safety in тійагу aviation. 
и C-119 lost an engine while over 
' night. The crew bailed out and spent 
night at sea. The radio operator did not 
how to swim but a crew member threw 
jout ol ho troop door as the crew exited the 
‘The radio operator was the sole сази- 
During the following day, the crew was 

up by a US Navy destroyer. 


M ARS, Flight A, operated C-82A, s/n 
out of Albrook AFB, Canal Zone. This. 


йй wing. Twerty Thrd AF Historian 


алат 
arr. 


Mission to India. 
Crew Control assigned the crew; passports 
and visas were confirmed along with the 
inevitable shot records. The crew was briefed 
(on the latest procedures and directives as well 
as foreign NOTAMS (Notice to Airmen), After 
‘clearing the squadron and drawing personal 
‘equipment, the crew was ready to depart early 
the next morning, The first leg was to Hager 
stown, MD, in order to pick up a new airplane 
from the factory. Normally the crews would fly 
‘commercially, but in this instance, a C-54 being 
ferried to Germany would provide the arit 

The fight crew then ‘bought the new C-119 
from Fairchild by checking the paperwork and 
Inspecting the aircraft. The following day the 
aircraft was flown to Dover AFB, DL for its inter 
ational clearance. 
flown, опе by the pilot and a second by the co- 
plot These were Ground Controlled 
Approaches (GCAs). At Dover, a MATS naviga- 
tor and radio operator were added to the crew. 
In addition, overwater survival gear was placed 
aboard the aircraft. 

The weather was checked and a 1700 hour 
departure was made. After five hours of tying, 
Harmon AB, Newfoundland, 
There, the weather had deteriorated to a 1.0009 


Two approaches were 


was reached. 


BASE HANGAR 


coiling with three miles of visibility that was fur: 
ther reduced to half a mile in snow showers. 
Consequently, a GCA was executed. By the 
time the fight plan was closed, it was 0100 
hours. After checking the weather for the next 
day, the crew turned infor the night 

А 1500 hour departure was planned and the 
crew had a scheduled wake-up call that 
allowed them to be at Base Operations by 1300 
hours. The weather was studied and departure 
preparations were made. The ferry tanks were 
filled along with the main fuel tanks. An ой leak 
found in the No engine resulted in a 2-hour 
delay. Once airborne, the route was direct to 
Prestwick AB, Scotland, via Bluie-Wost 1 at the 
southern tip of Greenland and Keflavik AB, Ice 
land. Shortly after passing BW-1, the Aurora 
Borealis М up the sky presenting a scene 
known only to a few mortals. At tho cruising at 
tude of 9,000, the outside air temperature was 
15C (about -8'F). The overwater leg was 
made in a single 10-hour fight, At Prestwick, 
Transient Maintenance took 24 hours for a. 
— inspection. Maintenance require 
ments for the aircraft dictated such an inspec: 
tion atter every 15 hours of fight for the C-119. 

An 0900 hour departure was made for 
Wneelus AB, Libya. There was a brief overwa: 


ler leg across the English Channel. France was. 
departed at Marseilles, and once again the 
C-119 was over water. At Wheelus, the crew 
ook a delay while a leaking hydraulic system 
жав repaired. 

At noon on the following day, the C-119 
headed across the North African desert, past 
Cairo, Egypt, and landed at RAF Nicosia, Cyprus 

‘At 1100 hours on the next day it was off to 
Dhahran AB, Saudi Arabia. The crew arrived 
after dark and had to clear customs. 

A check of the weather for New Deihi, India, 
revealed that it was too bad to schedule a 
departure for the next day. An 0800 departure 
was made on the following day. After a 6-hour 
delay New Delhi was reached after some eight 
hours of flying. The crew landed at Palam AB, 
India. After clearing customs and the local 
health authorities, the crew met with personnel 
from the indian Air Force. The aircraft was dole 
ered to its final destination within India on the 
following day where the crew officially ‘sold the 
aircraft and its paperwork to the customer. 

The next morning the crew took a train to 
Мен Delhi and made arrangements for a сот 
mercial airline fight back to the United States. 
They traveled home in civilian clothes. Upon 
arriving back at Amarillo AFB, they were given 
throe days of crew rest before they would be eli 
ible for another rip. 
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Assigned Aircraft 
Four aircraft types (usually a total of six aircraft) 
were permanently assigned to the the 1739th. 
Ferrying Squadron: 2 B.26 Invaders, 2 C-119 Fly 
ing Boxcars, 1 C-47 Skytrain and 1 C-54 Skymaster 
These C-119Gs were 53-8097 and 53-7896 
and were replete with a white cap and blue 
cheatiine, a MATS insignia on the booms, and. 
Continental Division band on the fin. 


AIRWAYS & COMMUNICATIONS SERVICE 


Between 1955 and 1959, the AACS operated a 
ow C-82s and C-1195 to support installation 
maintenance, and fight checking of equipment 
‘employed in navigation aids and communica- 
tions facilities. The 1800th AACS Wing, Tinker 
АРВ, Oklahoma first requested the C-82 in 
1949. Three C-82s were acquired by the wing 
during the first quarter of 1950. By 1953, the 
wing had four C-82s. By June 1954, the inven- 
tory dropped to two С-825, and by 1955 none 
were assigned. Records indicato that four, and 
possibly as many as six C-1195 were in the 
AACS inventory between 1954 and 1958. The 
first C-119 came into the inventory during June 
1954. It is believed that the C-119 assigned to 
the 1855th Flight Check Flight was not 
employed in faciities checking, but rather for 
mission logistical support only. 


ARS C-82A, sin 45-57737, as she appeared м 
‘open house at Selfridge AFB, MI in 1950. The 
aircraft was probably assigned to the Sth ARS at 
Westover AFB, MA. A jeep and rescue radio 
trailer are aiso part of the display. The black and. 
yellow ARS bands appear around the booms. A 
Control lock is installed at each end of the 
‘levator. W J Balogh via MSgt D W Menard 


The AACS units operated these aircraft tom 
the indicated bases: 


Unit Base 


SSUAACSIBM Sqn Tiker AFB, OK 
Tinker AFB, OK 

Trier AFB, OK 

Ern AB, West Germany 
mendor AFB. AC 


Sed MOS мое) 
nage 
eae BS 
esh FOF 


ANS — Aways and Communications Squadron 
ES —_Bertoncs instalation Squadron 

FOF Fight Check Fight 

IAM Sar nstalanon & Marterance Squadron 
CS Monte Communications Squadron 


The 1st AACS Installation & Main 
Squadron at Tinker AFB, OK was inactivated 
16 March 1955 and the 1881st AACS V 
tion & Maintenance Squadron was activated 
the same date. The unit was subi 
redesignated the 1881 st Installation & 
nance Group on 15 July 1955, and ina 

оп 1 November 1957. 

The 156th AACS Squadron (netalaton 
Maintenance) was organized а! Friesing 
West Germany on 1 Juno 1948. It was 
ated the 1854th Installation & М 
Squadron on 1 October 1948, then the 4th 
instalation & Maintenance Squadron on 
June 1950. The squadron moved to Erding 
West Germany in June 1954, and was 
nated the 1884th AACS Installation & 
nance Squadron on 4 March 1955. in 1958 
Squadron moved to Bordeaux AB, France. 
redesignated the 1884 AACS Installation 
Maintenance Group on 18 January 1985, 
inactivated on 18 December 1957. 

The 1850th AACS Mobile Communi 
Squadron at Tinker AFB was redesignated 
3rd ACCS Squadron (Mobile) during 
1952, and thon the 3rd Mobile Com 
tions Squadron. 

The 18558 Fight (Facities Checking) 
organized at Elmendorf AFB, AK on 1 Ne 
1954, Subsequently the unit was п 
the 1885th AACS Faciities Checking Fight 


AIR RESUPPLY & COMMUNICATIONS. 
Special operations have their lineage Бай! 


unique missions in psychological wartare. 


were conducted usually at night, during 
weather, and in single-ship sorties. They 
leaflets and/or agents. Most famous of 
units was the 80151 BG (Provisional)/ 
BG. Known as the Carpetbaggers, they 
black B-24 Liberators out of Harrington, 
The unit returned to the United States 
uty and August, stopping at Sioux Falls 
FSD, betore going on to Kirtland Field, NM, 
lir it was inactivated on 17 August 1945, 
|were awarded the Distinguished Unit Cita- 
faction over Germany and German-occu- 
leroy between 20 March and 25 Apri 
(and the French Croix de Guerre with Palm. 
mission was re-established and the suc 
‘organizations, known as Air Resupply & 
lions Wings, were created during 
1-1952 time frame. They were officially 
lih psychological warfare and uncon- 
‘operations. The three wings, 580th, 
and §82nd AR&CWs, were activated at 
Home AFB, ID, on 16 April, 23 July 
Î and 24 September 1952, respectively. 
‘operated as wings unti September 
1953, when they wore downgraded to 
jand continued operations until October 
when they were inactivated, Their lineage 
@ on Io today by the USAF Special 
Groups and Wings assigned to the 
Special Operations Command, head- 

d at Hurlburt Field, FL. 
g lines for the AR&C units were pur- 
obuscated for security reasons. On 
the AR&CWs reported to the Air Resup- 
Communications Service, that in turn 
d to the Miltary Air Transport Service, 
[n fact they were the operational arm of 
chological Wartare Division, Directorate 

HO USAF. 


Crew Training 
9 requirements for the Korean War 
@ the resources of TAC's Troop Carrier 
д. On 4 June 1951, an additional 
it for Combat Crew Training was 

d to TAC by MATS on behalf of the 
being formed. An agreement was 
that provided for eight AR&CW crews 


who would form the inital cadre of instructors 
lor their own training program. Due to short 
ages in aircraft, MATS would have to furnish 
опе ot its own aircraft tor the training 

While the headquarters for the 314th TCW 
remained at Sewart AFB, TN during the Korean 
War, its operational unit, the 314th TCG, was 
deployed to the Far East. The 316th TCG was 
stationed at Sewart and attached to the 314th 
TCW during this period and was tasked with the 
training of ARACW crews. As of May 1951, the 
316th TCG was through-putting 40 pilots and 
20 aircraft maintenance technicians per month 
to meet TAC's requirements. To accommodate 
the MATS requirement, one ARBCW crew 
would replace one of the TAC crews in class, 

Student pilots had to be current in a mult 
‘engined transport and possess a valid instru 
ment card that would not expire during the 
course о! training 

At the beginning of each month, 14 airmen 
and 4 officers from MATS would start class. Of 
these students, two pilots and one aerial engi- 
neer would be given the compete CCTS class, 
Including flying time. The remaining MATS stu- 
dents received only the ground school portion 
of the training. 

The 60 days of ground school covered 40. 
hours in the maintenance training unit, 40 
hours of instruments and regulations, and 47 
hours on a variety of short subjects. 

The three wings were each equipped with a. 
variety of aircraft: 10 B-29 Superortesses, 4 
6-119 Flying Boxcars and 4 SA-16 Albatrosses. 

n addition, one or two aircraft of other types. 
found their way in to the unit inventories. The 
580th had the Douglas C-47 Skytrain, and the 
58181 was equipped with the Sikorsky H-19, 
Douglas C-54 Skymaster, and Douglas C-118 
Liftmaster. 

The three ARC&W wings operated out of 
these bases 


Wing Base 
SU Wheetus Feld, Loya 
Se Clark AB, Phippnes 
Sond 


Great Fals AFB. MT & RAF Molesworth, Engand 


C-82A-20-FA, sin 44-23031, with the remnants of Ив MATS markings, 
became civil registered 48339. This aircraft had served with Airways & 
Communications Service before being bought by New Frontier Air Corp. 
Я Beseckar wa NE Taylor 


The 582nd AR&CW had the distinction of con- 
ducting limited operations in support of the 
French in Indochina during 1953. 


Albanian Infiltration 
Albania was established as a kingdom in 1928, 
with 60% of the population Muslim and 40% 
Christian (Roman Catholic and Orthodox). Of 
greater importance was the dialect spoken and 
tribal membership. Albania had been occupied 
by the Italians in 1939, and was followed by the 
Germans during September 1943 when the 
falans tried switching sides in the war. A Stal 
inist government was established in the cities 
after World War Two under Enver Hoxha. Both 
the Americans and British believed the country 
was ripe for revolution and backed their exiled 
King Zog | (Ahmed Bey). Several failed 
attempts were made to penetrate Albania by 
British forces. While the British lost interest, the 
‘Americans formed. ing camp in Munich 
for a group known as Company 4000. This 
force was parachuted into southeast Albania 
оп 19 November 1950. Radio trafic confirmed 
а successful insertion. Additional parachute 
drops of smaller units were made unti 31 
December 1953. However, these units were 
compromised by the infamous British double 
agent Kim Philby. Subsequently the Allied force. 
was captured, tried and executed. Their equip- 
ment was captured and employed for several 
years to confuse the Americans, 

In an attempt to ‘roll back the Iron Curtain, 
as President Harry 8 Truman stated, the United 
States supported a number of agents in Alba- 
nia, Poland, and the Ukraine through the 582nd 
Air Resupply & Communications Wing. The 
wing moved from Wiesbaden AB, West Ger- 
many to RAF Molesworth in February 1953 to 
support these operations. 


AR&CW C-119: 
Flying Boxcars flew a variety of support mis- 
sions for the three wings. They were employed 
аз unit supply and personnel carriers. With the 
clamshell doors installed, they would be used 
to drop small quantities of supplies to agents in. 


— aned 


“рде 


Drag Net and Later Projects 


Aerial reconnaissance requirements can result 
in some interesting innovations through use of 
variety of resources. Manned reconnaissance. 
‘can prove hazardous to aircrew members - 
hence the phrase ‘unarmed and unalraid'. In an. 
interesting development of ideas came the 
combination of high-altitude balloon-bome 
reconnaissance packages, use of worldwide 
air currents, and an entirely new use for the 
C-119 Flying Boxcar. 


Project Grayback/Project Gentrix 
Project Grayback was the intial classified code- 
пате for the overall air recovery program for 
capturing high-altitude balloon-bome equip- 
ment The Air Research and Development 
Command began work on the program in 1949. 
Subsequently the classified codename was 
changed to Project Gentrix. The unclassified 
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codename for the overall program was Project 
C-119L. The logistics phase of the program 
was known as Project Grand Union, while Pro- 
ject Drag Net was the recovery phase. Opera: 
tional suitability testing was conducted under 
Project Moby Dick Hi 

After World War Two, the US Navy's Office of 
Naval Research had developed balloons for sci- 
entific high-alttude research relative to cosmic 
rays under Sky Hook. While most pre-World War 
Two balloons were made from rubberized fab. 
Tic, the newer ones were fabricated from poly. 
ethylene that had been developed during the 
war. The Ar Force recognized a requirement to 
learn more about weather conditions at higher 
altitudes because йз newest and planned ar. 
craft would operate in these environments, The 
Navy's balloons held the key. The new USAF 
program was known as Moby Dick 


As the Iron Curtain closed around Ease 
Europe and the Soviet Union, there becamf 
an urgent requirement for current inieligena 
about that vast and poorly charted portion 
the earth. Shared technology between 
Hook and Moby Dick Hi, led to Project Gopher 
where balloons would be launched from! 
Western Europe, overtly and photograph 
Soviet Union from altitudes not achi 
by their interceptors, and be recovered ov 
the western Pacific Ocean, During 
1950 Project Grandson was implemented 
1-A priority. 

The Equipment Lab at the Wright Ar 
‘opment Center (WADC) conducted 
testing of mid-air recovery systems at El 
tro, CA. For these tests, a С-119 was eq 
with a winch and a grapnelling hook on a 
ing cable. During these tests, 15 para 
were dropped and 12 were successtuly. 
tacted; however, not ай were captured. Oni 
occasion, the grapnell hook bounded ир 
and imbedded itself in the aircraft 
More engineering work was required. 

WADC contracted the All American 
neering Company to develop the recovery 
tom for the C-119 under Project Grayback 
winch employed was the Model 80C, 
was almost identical to the equipment used 
lider pick-up and towing during Word 
Two. Capitalizing on the company's 
‘ence with airmail pickup, a system of two 
to hold hooks and a loop assembly in 
to ensure positive parachute engagement 
recovery was developed, 


Kaiser-buit C-119F-KM, 51-8419, was 


irra to assist їл locating the targets. 
‘Aircraft 57-8042 had been retired to 
by 1988, USAF va В Buringame 


анс beavertal door Installed on 


o pallets were designed for the C-119. 
Yorward pallet was called the winch deck 
the aft pallet was named the sheave deck 
Model 80C winch holding a 5008 long, 
diameter steel cable was mounted to th 
deck. The sheave deck contained the 
equipment employed for th 
operation and subsequent 
Mounted to sheave deck were 
mounts, main sheave, aft roll 
‘utter. To preclude cable fouling and 
ж) personnel safety, a trough with 
le covers ran down the center of both 
The pickup poles were За long a 
fabricated from tubes of several different 
fa woided together. The air-to-air loop 
jy was made of a 1100 long, inch 
ler nylon ropa with five hooks A pair of 
sheaves was attached Io the aircraft's 
fal system. These transfer sheaves hold 
лаб cable that would recover the object 
jt had boen snared 
duster of four 24 diameter parachutes 
/Mtached to the balloon packages. The 
ol each parachute was attached to a 
idameter, 105! long drogue line, wh 
[lm was connected to a specially reinforced 
бате drogue chute. The nomina! rate of 
lr the balloon-borne packages was 
per minute. 
crew of fe in the cargo bay of the C-119 
equred for operation of the balloon r 
System. Close coordination between the 
fend crew and flghideck crew was 
Но effect a successful capture. 


Drag Net 
ished as the 456th Troop Carrier Wing 
lum), Reserve, on 15 October 1952, the 
was activated on 1 December of that year 
‘operated С-119в out of Miami Interna 
Агро. The 456th TCW participated in 
umber of tactical exercises both in the 
States and overseas, Most of these 
jons were in conjunction with Army air. 
forces. 
(On ! March 1955, the 456th was reorga 
The tactical group and ай of ts support 


Above Preparing for an aerial snatch, the recovery poles were extended through the besvertail doors 
ol aircraft 51-8115. The recovery was accomplished by the engaging line that extended between the 
poles. Once engaged, a nylon line absorbed the shock and a high-powered winch reeled the capsule 


nto the aircraft USAF ма B Butingame 


Above ight Recovery personnel trom the 6893rd TS in action. АЗС Owen L Johnson and SSgt Lawrence. 
© Bradley (kneeling) watch the nylon line as the winch slowly reels in the capsule. USAF 16130047. 


Below: C^ 


19G-FA, sin 53-8080, in ts (адва дауд orange trim, was in the midst of a surface 


recovery exercise off the coast of Haw. The pararescus team was departing the ares. USAF 1208. 


components were inactivated. At that time the 
wing assumed command of three tactical 
squadrons and three squadron-sized detach- 
ments. Each о! the subordinate units was 
‘equipped with eight specially modified Flying 
Boxcars. These aircraft were configured and 
manned for independent operations. Between 
around 22 April 1955 and 26 March 1956, the. 
458th TCW was attached to and placed under 
the operational control of Strategic Air Com. 
mand's 1st Air Division (Meteorological Sur 
vey). During this time, the unit participated in 
Project Drag Net, designated as a high-altitude 
‘meteorological research program. The Flying 
Boxcars were standard C-119Fs modified by 
the replacement ofthe clamshell doors with the 
flight-operable beavertail doors. А snare sys- 
tem was installed within the aft fuselage. This 
snare would be extended through the open 


95 Fairchild C828 C9 


beavertai door, enabling the aircraft to snatch 
balloon-borne instrument packages. The pro- 
gram called for modification of 50 C-119Fs for 
the mission 

The 1st Air Division (Meteorological Survey) 
was headquartered at Offutt AFB, NE and was 
under the command ol Maj Gen Wiliam P Fisher 

Beginning in January 1955, fight crews and 
maintenance personnel from the 456th TCW 
went fo the All American Engineering test base 
in Georgetown, DL for training on prototype 
‘equipment. A six-month training program was 
then established at Charleston AFB, SC. On 1 
March 1955, aircraft and crews arrived at their 
new base. While crews underwent extensive 
training, the aircraft were modified for the new 
mission. During this phase, the aircraft wore 
operating without their clamshell doors, result 
ing in an extensive drag penalty. With the doors 


removed and 3,524 gallons of fuel, the 
would gross about 70,494 lb at take-off 
would be operating at 8,500-15,000 lb in 
of their safe single-engine operating weight 
tations dependent upon free air temper 
and dew point temperature at the time ol 
off. The installation of beavertail doors 
ened the overload condition at takeoll 
increased the possible radius of action In 
tion, the aircraft had 1,000-gallon fuel 
installed in the fuselage. 

Because of the aircraft configuration 
modification, the 456th TOW could nol p 
her own logistical support Con 
deployment of the wing relied on other 
zations to provide the support arcraft 
support aircraft brought ina minimum of 906 
О! support equipment and spare parts dung 
initial deployment and subsequently wodd 
Vide sufficient logistical support for the. 
TCW to operate for 120-180 days. Depot 
would be available at ай times for the ai 
short notice prionty parts and equipment 

Upon completion of training at Chi 
AFB, SC, only fully qualified aircrews andi 
tenance personnel were permitted to à 
with the wing. On 2 August 1955, Col 
Danie! Jr, led an advanced party ol th 
and р, 746th TCS, from Charleston 
Unit arrived at their new headquarters at 
АВ, Japan, four days later. Ив headq 
Charleston was closed on 16 October 
and reopened at Shiroi on 10 November 

Other wing components were lo 
these bases: 


Tun TS 
nm TCS 

Tim ТС 

Det 1 Tah TOS 
Det 7450 TOS 
Det 466,708 


Kadena AB, Океана 
NAS Adak, Alaska 
NAS Kodak, Аана 
талде AB, Japan 
Misawa АВ Japan 
Johnson AB, Japan 


The 456th TCW assumed operational со 

the 6926th Radio Squadron, Mobile, in: 

ward area. The 6928th pad i pa etach 
by 


ife: 07) 


would be released тот such places 
| allowed to overtly the Soviet Union, 
in conjunction with the 6926th 

‘Squadron, the balloons would be 
land he C-119 positioned for a recov 

in position, the balloon would be 

| allowing the instrument package to 
by parachute. Flying at altitudes of 
Je C-119 crew listened for directions 
ground-based radio tracking stations. 
їп ange, the C-119 crew used a rotary 
device to signal the release of 

and subsequent parachute deploy: 

[һе C-119 would descend over the para- 

Ina rather sporty maneuver, allowing the 

to be snagged by the snare. The 
package could then be pulled into. 
баз not unusual fora pilot to mis 

hi approach, resulting in an airplane 
being enshrouded in the parachute or 
ichule be chewed apart by a propeller. 
parachute-covered nose, Ine pilot wouid 
in search of his base, No ai. 

Без wore reported due to being 

lupin a chute, 

Ieri usually flew in а loose tral forma. 
Jone occasion the aircraft were operat 
he Soviet coastline north of Japan. The. 
Jarcrat commander asked the lead ship 

[Kew where they were. ‘Ot course,’ was 

Then what was the island 

hem. The second lieutenant navigator 
} Next, tho second ship asked if they 
MGs in sight. What MiGs?’ The frst 
spotted when it zoomed beneath the. 

19, Using all of his piloting skill, coupled 

great deal ot luck, the lead aircraft com- 
bent the throtïes over the frwall and 
lor the nearest cloudbank. Fighters 

from Japan, but the action was 

they could arrive on station. That 

he officers’ club there was а boasttul 

commander stating that "there he was 

puro! MiGs cornered but they refused to 

range of his 45!" If the truth were 

is fight suit was probably dropped off 
аго earlier that day, 


If а package was missed, it would tall into 
the sea and float. The package was roughly 
the size of a 55-gallon drum. It had a hooked 
rod attached to the top end. The C-119 could 
then make a low approach over the water and 
‘snare the hooked rod to extract the package 
from the water. For practice, С.119 crews 
snared 55-дайоп drums floating in the water 
‘One day a C-119 crew was practising near Mis- 
‘awa AB when witnessed by a fighter plot. The 
latter called the Misawa tower and informed 
them that he saw a C-119 practicing touch and 
goes in the water! Not one of the brighter 
fighter plots. 

During operational missions, crews from the 
456th TCW would perform the capsule recov: 
‘ery. Upon landing, the recovered units would 
be accepted by an outside agency. Secure 
storage facilities were required at each operat- 
ing base. 

During the operational phase of Project Drag 
Not the aircrews few regardless of the weather 
Yo meet their mission tasking. Maintenance 
crews often worked around the clock in prepa 
ration for the missions. During this period, the 
456th TCW did not suffer the loss of a single ai 
craft or crew. For its actions in support of Pro- 
ject Drag Nef, the 456th TOW was awarded the 
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award for the period 
+ Apri 1955 through 20 March 1956. 

The 456th TCW was released from its 
‘attachment to the 1st AD on 26 March 1956. 
and began returning to the United States on 
10 May of that year. The wing arrived at Ard: 
more AFB, OK, on 25 May and was attached 
1o the 463rd TCW. No operational missions 
were flown by the 456th while tt was attached 
to the 463rd. On 9 July 1956, the 456th TCW, 
and its three squadrons and detachments, 
were phased out and inactivated. The 50 
C-1195 assigned to the wing were distributed 
throughout various troop carrier units, Six of. 
the aircraft and crews were transferred to Air 
Force Systems Command where they contin- 
ued their work 


Catch a Falling Star 
Air Force Systems Command operations, sim. 

баг to those conducted during Project Drag 
et, were flown with C-119s between 21 August 
1958 and 25 January 1962. Those operations 
were conducted out of Hickam AFB, Hi, by the 
659310 Test Squadron, under the command of 
Maj Joseph Nellor. Their mission was officially 
described as: to develop training and recovery 
techniques and employ these procedures in 
‘aerial and surface recovery of scientific com. 

ponents of the appropriate re-entry vehicles, 

These aircraft were modified to incorporato a 
pair of antennas in the nose and associated 
homing radios to assist in directing the aircraft 
о a descending capsule. 

Nine C-1 185 were operated by the 65674 Tost 
Squadron. Three of the aircraft retumed to the 21 
in July 1961, followed by four more in November. 
and the final pair оп 25 January 1962. 

The aircraft assigned to the squadron and 


their arrival dates are shown below: 
518037 19S1 NHU 
УЮМ арі 519080 11 Sap 1068 
5H809 218 51900 вра 
Siso элче 518115 25 Sap 1068 
51806327 Aug 1058 


Lockheed C-130 Hercules aircraft took over the 
Catch a Falling Star mission upon the rete. 
ment of the C-119 Flying Boxcars, 


Discovery XIV Capture 

The art of capturing airborne packages devel 
‘oped in 1952 remained an art in 1960. The crew 
of Pelican 9, under the command of Capt 
Harold E Mitchell, was assigned to the recovery 
ol the Discovery ХИ capsule. While the radio 
beacon for the off-course capsule was picked 
up by the crew, the capsule splashed down into 
the Pacific. The crew of Pelican 9 spotted the 
capsule bobbing in the ocean and a Navy hel 
copter was vectored to thesleggiigncIThere a 

by 
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The USAF Museum at Wright-Patterson AFB, ON, 
displays Capt Harold E Mitchell's C-119-FA, s/n 
51-8037, In which he made the USAF's first 
capture of a capsule from space. This airerat 
has Gloss insignis Red Arctic trim; whereas 
most of these aircraft had the dayglo orange. 


of he APP exhaust stacks on top of the 
fuselage. T опоры 


This right side view of Capt Mitchel’ airerat 
reveals the beavertail doors and the aft end of 
the tapered black speed line, The window 
curtains have been drawn to protect the aircraft, 
Interior. Tis aircraft а stil part of the outside 
display. То the rear is the museum's B-50. 


A close-up of the nose of Capt Mitchell's C-119J- 


FA showing the aerial array. Т Pancpsi 
frogman was able to right the capsule ar 
the capsule back to the USNS Haiti Victory 
T-AK238 - а ass Сагу 


hip. The sh a Missile 
Range Instrun ed USN 
Discovery XIV was launched from Vanden 
berg AFB, CA on 18 Augus to a north 
мп polar orbit on top of a Thor boost 
rocket. After burnout of the Thor rocket er 

an Agena A shot the capsule into an orbit wi 


The top speed анаи 
After 1 
a A booster, eir 


6593 Test Squadron captured the re-entry 
Because the Navy got the laurels for the 


recovery, Capt Mitchell and the crew of Pelican 9 


wore assigned as the last backup sorte forthe 


recovery of the Discovery XIV capsule. For this 
yn. the 8593г Test Squad: 
119Ls and a C-130. Their m 


bby 200 


miles. Рейса 19 wore 


thereby extending the box by an additional 
The crew of Pelican 9 sighted the capsule 


first sighted the billowing orange and white 
they flew at 160008. The capsule was 
ascending at about 1.5008 per minute. TI 
deployed and a pass was made 
by a mere six inches! Capt 
Mitchell wracked the aircraft around for another 
run, only to fail again. Determined to make the 


atch, Capt Mitchell hauled the 


‘At 8,500ft they suc 


for yet another ru 


data on the Soviet Union. This aircran, if 
8037. is cun n display at the 
Museum at Wright-Patterson AFB, OH. 


For their efforts the crew of Pelican fl 
ır Medals, and Cal 


presented with the Distinguished 


apt Mitchell was а native of Bloom 
IN His name would again surface relati 
AC-119 gunships in Southeast Asia (о 


scanned 
by 
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Reserests had to maintain the same 
IB proficiency as their Regular Ar Force. 
n all phases of the troop carner 

V Insructorpiots were encouraged to 
students study he arcrew taining 

бе especially familiar wth the chap 
overview when a тобе raining 

course was not available. Fight 
hadio be intimately familiar wi Dash 1 
телин technical order. Other areas of 


{Carer Operations - General 
Sma 
{Carer Operatons During Nuclear 


фо active duty, Regular Air Force 
land units being supported by the 
op carrïer units expected ай рег 
become an integra! part of any higher 
tasking, 
Force Reserve gained С-1198 in two 
One was when 19 Reserve wings were. 
lor tho Korean War, and the second 
1057 when the Reserve increased its 
force to 45 troop carrier squadrons. 


J War Call-Up. 
e Korean War the 378th and 433rd 
(бит Wings (TCWs) from Cleveland, 
Plisburgh. PA, respectively, were 
{вде service on 15 October 1950. 
fwansitoned from the Curtiss C-46. 
the 375th TCW into the C-82 and 
Into the C-119. Both units we 


Но Greenville, (later Donaldson) AFB, 
they supported the US Army Infantry. 
[bome requirements. out of Fort 
IGA On 14 July 1982, the 375th TCW 


Ио rom the 904th TCG, 336th TCS, 
NY participated in Operation Pine 
Pope AFB, NC, in September 1958. In 
Ia C-1190-36-FA, s/n 52-78227. 


Chapter 14 


was released from active duty and the unit 
returned to Pittsburgh where they resumed. 
Reserve operations in the C46. The 433d 
TCW, at Hensley Field, TX. served TAC for sev: 
‘eral months belore deploying to Rhein-Main 
АВ, West Germany, to participate in tactical 
exercises and special missions between 5 
‘August 1951 and 14 July 1952, when they were 
relieved from federal service and inactivated 
unti 1955. 

‘Another 17 Air Force Reserve troop carrier 
wings were also mobilized for the Korean War 
Six of these wings remained within the ZI to 
augment Tactical Air Command's Eighteenth 
Air Force. Five of these wings transitioned into 
C-119s. The 403rd TCW, from Portland, OR, 
was sent to Korea on 14 April 1952, the 435th 
TCW, at Miami international Airport, FL, flew 
both the C-46 for crew training and the C-119 in 
Support of Tactical Air Command (ТАС) mis 
sions within the ZI between March 1951 and 


USAF Reserve C-119s 


December 1952, when they were relleved from 
active duty and C-119 operations. The 514th 
ТСМ. at Mitchel AFB, NY, initially operated 
C465 and then transitioned into C-119 on 31 
December 1952, which they operated on active 
duty until 1 February 1953. The 516th TCW, at 
Memphis Municipal Airport, continued to oper: 
ate their C-46s unti 1952 when they changed to 
C-1195 that they operated unii the unit was. 
replaced by the 463rd TCW on 16 January 
1953. 

While operational with the Eighteonth Air 
Force, the activated AFRES TCWs participated 
in routine training missions and several joint 
exercises, as shown in this table. 


Name Dates 
EcseSadhenPne August 1951 
Operation Srovial January to February 1952 
Exe Long Hom March 1952 


кес нл t) 


~ Displaying the daygio orange paint ofthe day, 
these C-1198 from the 904th TCG, 336th TCS 
were parked on the ramp at Stewart AFB, NY. iy 
the foreground is C-1198-12-FA, s/n 49.0111. 
The 0- indicated that the aircraft was over 10 
years old, with retrofitted dorsal and ventral 
fins. The production outboard stabilizer lips. 
wore retained. Black-edged dayglo orange 
bands were applied to the booms. Black-edged 
red and white stripes were applied to the 
Vertical talis. To the rear was C-1198-12-FA, un 
49.0110, with a scalloped daygio orange nose. 
irm. A pair of blue chevrons appeared on the 
daygio nose. И had been upgraded 
1190 stam 


The 435th TCW at Miami International Arp 
th Reservists and Regu 
Air Force personnel who had seen service и 
Korean War. in August 1952, the wing deployed 
four С-1198 to Thule AB, Greenland, where th 
porated unti 1 November 1952. The риро 
и the deployment was to support the Бокон 
yn that wo 

о Nord AB, Greenland. Th 
operated by Denmark. The 435th's ai 
aft were employed in heavy equipment drop 


be пен bast 


One piece of hardware needed for the cam 
str 

One of the construc 
Blowtorch’ Morgan 


tion was a road grader, It was 


Yo a C-119; however a solution was 
yn теп was known i 

sause he always car 
a blowtorch on his bet. The solution was to ай 
vo road grader in half and load the parts il 
two aircraft Atter the drop, Blowtorch’ Моаб 
ther, presumat 


welded the two halves tc 


The 435th TCW, at Miami international Airport, FL, fiw logistical support missions to Thule AB, ‘Operation Sixteen Ton 

Greenland while the base was being constructed between August and November 1952. Here Between 22 June and 15 September 1968. 00 

C-119G-FA, an 52.5910, shares the gravel ramp with an Air Rescue Service SA-16 Albatros AFRES demonstrated its sustained оре 
tenance is being performed on the No? A 3350 engine. In addition to the Arctic trim. note how * "m р 

‘applied to the boom. Exhaust residue may be seen on ihe Capabilities for the first time in Operation S 

von Ton. During this operation, AFRES cr 


flew 164 sorties, ато 856,715 Ib of cargo 
support of long-range navigation (LORAN) i 
the Caribbean. The LORAN sites pi 
vided navig for both arcrat 

в. Twelve of the thirteen C-46 and С 


AFRES units from CONAC's First, Tenth 


During the height of the Cuban Missile Crisis 
redeployment, the AFRES sent C-119CF-FA ай. 


was being directed to a parking stall by his 
FOLLOW МЕ truck. Crews were pressed ts 


thelr physical limits during this period. This 
‘ight, the C-119 overran the truck that was 
Upped about 45 in the air by the plane. The 
sircratt's nose struck the ‘FOLLOW ME siga, 
while Its belly hit the at corner of the truck. 
There were no injures, other that to the pli 
pride. There are no records of an accident 
being fled. The crew probably stopped ate 
cleaners then ht the bar. Sheetmetal 
technicians would have repaired the alrrat, 
and the pickup would have mysteriously ber 
dropped trom the inventory, Lf, ia ге ез. SE 


by 
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нөт obtained by Kolar Ine, оп 12 
TI. H S Gann 


Nr Forces participated, The aircraft 
Wer the operational control of the 
Ar Reserve Flying Center. Each day 
one and four aircraft departed NAS 
ой for Miami International airport. From 


[Bn вистой few to San Juan, Puerto Rico 
Salvador AFB, Bahamas. 


Mission Assignments. 
1967 a major reshuffle occurred in the 
ИИ community. Miltary Air Transport 
MATS) assumed control of ай C-1245. 
l aiin. TAC retained the troop car. 
оп using aging C-119s, C-123s and 
[rng C-130s. Gen O P Weyland, TAC 
er (| Apri 1954 to 31 July 1959) 
"bout this redistribution but the 
[Wi cast in concrete. His successor 
F Hank’ Everest, now had to deal 
Q the Amy's arin requirements. 
had to testly before a Congres- 
соте that TAC had the capabi! 
the requisite 1,200 tactical aircraft 
he Amy's needs, To meet this form. 
(Gen Everest included TACs 48 new 
and 720 C-1195 that had not been 
о tne Reserve. 


Reserve. 
Carrier Expansion 
Force Reserve troop carrier wings 
Пам C-46s and one with the C-119 
асса Ar Command (TAC) observed 
units were sufficiently advanced 
more regularly in Air Force oper 
ont operations. ТАС also recom- 
ва Reserve units end their annual 
[encampment wth a mass airdrop. In 
1956, tno Reserve units showed their 
When they participated in Operation 
a massive drop of Army paratroop- 
Bragg by both active and Reserve 
units 
е fest halt of 1955, Continental Air 
CONAC) directed the detachment 
squadrons from ther parent wing to 
Iecatons. This concept offered sev. 
Local communities were more 
коң! a single squadron rather than 


an entre wing; separate squadrons would 
ensure training of each squadron as the basic 
operating element of a wing: and location of 
separate squadrons within smaller population 
Centers would facilitate recruiting and man. 
ning, CONAC's plan called for relocation of 
AFRES units at 59 locations throughout the ZI. 

The frst AFRES C-119 detachments are 
shown in this table 


In August 1957. the Air Force Reserve lost is 
entire fighter mission to the Air National Guard. 
thus making the Reserve a troop camerrescue 


force with 50 squadrons, In the event of mobi 
lization, the 45 troop carrier squadrons would all 
be gained by TAC and few the C-1 19 exclusively, 

At the beginning of 1960, the Reserves had 
15 troop carrier wings with 45 squadrons that 
were located at 35 airfields around the country, 
While three squadrons were equipped with the 
C-123, the C-119 remained the primary aircraft 
in the inventory. At its peak, In 1962, the Air 
Force Reserve operated 669 C-119s. 

Between 1954 and 1972, the AFRES C-119. 
inventory was as shown. 


— — 


1969 190 
1985 3S 1990 659 1970 120 
КЕКИ: ŵn a 
1957 201 162 59 wn 
1988 517 1963 616 


The mission of the Reserve troop cartier units 
was: to provide air transportation for airborne 
forces, their equipment and supplies; provide 
medium-range movement of personnel. sup- 
plies, and equipment, including air evacuation 
within the theater of operation. 


Mission Transition 
The transition of the Air Force Reserve unit sta- 
tioned at Hil AFB, UT from a fighter-bomber 
‘squadron to a troop carrier squadron, occurred 
in 1957, tis used here as an example of how 
the Reserve units made the change 

The 313th TCS was assigned to the 349th 
TCGin June 1957 and was stationed at Hil AFB. 


WO Fairchild C828 C-119 


Previously both the squadron and group had 
been a fighter-bomber organization equipped 
with F-BAGs. With the transition came the lum- 
bering Curtiss C-46 Commandos. On 18 August 
1957, the entire 313th TCS moved to Chica, CA 
with ther eight C-46s to operate with other 
squadrons of the group. Eventually the 313th 
‘TCS was stationed at Portiand Airport, OR. 

The 733rd TCS, previously stationed at Dob: 
bins AFB, GA, was stood up at Hil AFB in Octo- 
ber 1957 as part of the 452nd TCW. By early 
1958, the unit began receiving C-119s and 
funds were allocated for construction of a new 
hangar. This hangar could accommodate up to 
four Flying Boxcars. The squadron's first two 


This line-up of 733rd TCS aircraft reveals 10 


More C-1196-36-FA, s/n 53-8096, is captured in 
fight with its full-up unit markings and Arete 
trim. The AFRES Insignia appears on then. 
SYW TFWMO 


C-1190-36-FA, sin 53-8106, 


fulltime Air Reserve Technicians were 
by the squadron in October 1958. By Apri 1 
the squadron was equipped with 16 СІЙ 
and became the first unit in the Fourth Ai 
to qualify new combat ready crews. 

On 15 and 16 April 1959, 10 ofthe 733d 
€-119s airfted 200 paratroops from the 1 
Airborne Division, and their equipment, rom 
АРВ lo a training site on the Wendover, 
Range, in Operation Utah Eagle /. Col 
Clay, 733rd TCS Commander, stated 
ton Utah Eagle | was the most realistic 
D-Day mission the 733rd performed and 


excellent participation, even though th. 
cise was conducted in mid-week, The 
was accomplished without man-days or 
time and a large percentage of squadron| 
sonnel performed duty in a non-pay 

Subsequently the 733rd TCS trained wiht 
82nd Airborne Division and the Utah А 
special forces. 


Exercise Bright Star/Pine Cone Ш 
А major joint training exercise was cond 
during August 1960 employing over 55 
AFRES, ANG, and Army personne in Ex 


‘evacuation under combat conditions. Maj 
Maurice A Preston, commander of the 
teenth Air Force, TAC, was the overall o 
director. For the first timo, ANG and 
generals commanded their own forces 
an exercise. Brig Gen Donald L Stra 
mander of the 108th TFW (NJ-ANG) ledi 
F-84Fa from the 108th TFW, McGuire AFB} 
and RF-84Fs from the 117th TRW (AL 
Birmingham, AL. These aircraft operata 
‘conjunction with TAC F-100s, Brig Gen! 
Moore Jr, commander of the 349th 
(AFRES), Hamilton AFB, CA, was in с 
all troop carrier operations during the ex 

A total of 30,000 Army troops, of 
11,000 were airborne, from the XVII A 
Corps Arlllery, 82nd Airborne Division, f 
Airborne Division, a pair of engineering 
ions, miltary police, and other combat 
support elements were under the comme 
Lt Gen Herbert В Powell, commanding 
of the Third Army. 

These AFRES units participated in Ex 
Bright Star/Pine Cone I 


aned 
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Technician (ART) SSgt David G Kelly. 
an accomplished artist. Here he is 
J3 Santa Claus to the nose of one of the 
(TES serat 1190h TEWO. 


reservations, 41001 TFW/HO 


lüMwemFedMA — C 
lactoune AFB, OH 


Strage AFB, M 


Blair AFB N сю 
Homestead AFB, FL cng 


Michel Fld, Wi CN 
Rows Gaba АҒВ МО C119 
риа AFB, GA Слз 
Beg 


AF TI cns 


29999999999999 


six aerial port squadrons, two 
aging squadrons, and an 
group from the AFRES 
—* 
Exercise Bright Star/Pine Cone ll, the. 
troop camer wings operated out of the 
ios: Shaw AFB, SC; Myrtle Beach 
(SC; Donaldson AFB, SC; North Auxilary 
SC; Charleston AFB, SC; Robins AFB. 
(Bush Fed. GA; and Pope AFB, МС. 
scenario was 1o simulate a limited war 
Where an allied nation was invaded 
f neighboring state. The exercise took 
in North and South Carolina. On 13 
1960, in response to a plea for assis 
fom the allied nation, the 101st Air 
Division assembled at Fort Campbell 
Ii deployment by MATS and TAC air 
(On the following day, the ANG tactical 
and 15 AFRES troop carrier wings 
ме tothe theater. US Strategi 
paratroops continued to assemble on 
i 
ing enemy troops h 
Intematona! Airport on 16 August. and 
Каро cy of Fayettville had been evacu. 
Enemy forces had also gained 
road routes north of the city. MATS air 
[fad airited more than 6,000 paratroops ot 
list Arbomne Division and around 2.000 
if equipment and supplies into staging 
Gen Thomas J Trapnell, XVIII Airborne 
and Strategic Army Corps (STRAC) 
y, was designated commander of 
forces in the theater 
Белу forces had spit the allied natio 
by 17 August. More than һай of the 


аира 


taken 


11,500-man invading army had been commit 
ted to the campaign 
Ву 18 August, some 600 AFRES troop carrier 


aircraft and 120 ANG aircraft had arrived in the 
theater. The fighters used air refueing to make 
3000-mle 


actual deployn 


ued to make gains on 

lowing day, as relief forces continued t 
ters from the allied forces gained 

In addition, seven special 

activities sorties were by SA-16 Alba 

and three АВ-57 Intruders brought 

pictures of the b 

Onthen 
fighters had. 


stage. Fig 


trosses, 


TACand ANG 
the meding 


forces pror to 
iosely benina the fg 
fier aircraft flown by AFRES 
‘some 6 600 paratroops tr 


paratroop assault. Following 


Division and 890 tons of equipment were 
dropped into the Бае zone by C-119s, С-123в 
Heavy ground fighting continued through 21 
August. While the invading forces were tem- 
porariy repelled. they regained the initiative. 
The weather on 22 August brought low coll. 
ings and intermittent rain. Despite the condi 
tions, more han 500 airborne troops deployed 
to bases near he war zone and were preparing 
1o jump into the Fort Bragg-Camp Mackall area 
on the following moming. Ait was to be pro 
vided by 93 C-119s making 180 sorties. In total, 
7.573 paratroops and over 2.589 tons of equip- 
ment had been arifhed ino the staging areas 
Weather precluded paratroop operations on 
the folowing day 
Heavy ground fighting continued during the 
moring of 24 August. A break in the weather 
came inthe middie of the day a 
рас 
айе 


planes airdropped and airlanded 3,700 para 
troops from the 82nd Airborne Division and 238. 
tons of equipment into the battle zone. Cross 
winds hampered operations in the airdrop 
areas. The AFRES employed 123 C-119 to drop 
the troops and equipment during a 2-hour break 
in tho weather. While further assault operations 
were suspended, TAC and ANG fighters contin 
‘ued to control the area over the battle zone. The 
battle and exercise were over on 25 August 
During Exercise Bright StariPine Cone Il. 
10,519 paratroops trom the 82nd and 101 st Air 
bome Divisions, and other STRAC units, and 
2,845 tons of equipment wore carried by AFRES 
and TAC aircraft. The intense exercise provided 
vital experience and proved the capabilites of 
the citizen airmen within the AFRES. This exor- 
cise also changed the collective minds of the 
activo duty US Amy, who hencolorth asked that 
AFRES troop camer units provide weekend 
support for Army paratroop operations. 


The Cuban Missile Crisis 
By October 1962, the Reserve structure had 
changed slightly. There were 12 C-119 wings. 
with 37 squadrons, a C-123 wing with three 
squadrons, and a pair of C-124 wings with fve 
squadrons. These units would be gained by 
TAC in the event of a call-up. Six months prior to 
the Cuban mobilization, the C-119 and C-123. 


104 Farchid C-82 & C-119 


units began to augment TAC by providing about 
ten aircraft per day for TAC-directed missions. 

The Westem Hemisphere had been froe of 
Communist domination until the overthrow of 
Cuba's government by Fidel Castro. The Sovi- 
ets began nurturing this toehold in the Amer 
саз by providing economic aid and advisors 
The United States suspected that the Soviets 
wore bringing strategic missies into Cuba 

The Cuban Missile Crisis was coming to a 
head. At 1732 hours (Eastern Daylight Savings 
Time), Friday, 12 October 1962. about an hour 
beiore normal quitüng time, Maj Wesley С 
Brashear was on duty at the Continental Ar 
Command (СОМАС) command post. He took a 
telephone сай from Maj Gen Stanley J Dono- 
van, DCS/Operations at Headquarters TAC 
TAC had an urgent requirement forthe airlift of 
approximately 60 aircraft loads of number one 
priority from as yet undetermined points 
around the 21. This airlift was to commence on 
Monday, 15 October. The specific mission 
requirements would be given on Saturday. The 
mission was classified secret. An assessment 
made by Maj Brashear showed that training 
over that weekend would have as many as 310 
C1195, 12 С-123в, and 15 C-124s available for 
such a mission. LI Col W L Spenser, Reserve 
Chief ol the Current Operations Division, called 
TAC Headquarters to determine if the mission 


was valid, and then committed the 
force to the operation. 

TAC called the CONAC Command Post 
with the mission requirements, and the 
mobilized five C-119 wings around the 
These wings were instructed to prepare! 
‘operational orders that would be given al 
hours on Saturday. When the operation 
completed, a total of 80 (not the 
requested 60) C-119s flew 1,232 hours 
the weekend, carrying 45 passengers 
361.5 tons of cargo to Naval Air Staion: 
West, and Homestead AFB, FL. The buld 
the southeastern states had begun. 

These AFRES C-119 units were 
the southeastern United States for the 
Missile Crisis: 


Cimon County AFB, ONS 
Harton AFB Calta, 
Bakalar AFB тда 
Eingon AF, Tea. 
March AFB, Calloria 


uan TOW 
4and TOW 


When the crisis had passed, Gen 
Sweeney Jr, commander о! ТАС, sent 
appreciation to the units, saying: '. Th 
sent deployment of personnel and su 
has been a challenge which at times: 
what appeared to be insurmountable 
areas in tho air transport field, As a 
ine professional competence 
throughout your entire command, we 
able to resolve these problem areas 
— In every instance where it 
necessary Io seek the assistance of 
Reserve force C-119 capability, your 
came through with flyng colors 
Between 16 and 27 October, СОМАС 
support of TAC continued at a very high 
Wile normally the Reserves provided i 
craft per day, they now had 25 su 
daily arift requirements. Ае Force 
C-119, С-1235, and C-124s delivered ani 
tonal 332 passengers 342.2 tons of 
the Southeast between 20 and 27 
dation, they flaw priority missions in 
ol Air Defense Command (ADC), Ае Fe 
tems Command (AFSC), and Air Force 
tics Command (AFLG). 


C-Y18F, ап 51-2671, operated with the Tid 
34th TOW, at Scott AFB, IL when 
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and radio and television news- 
kept the American public abreast of the 
in the Cuban Crisis. As a result. 
аз no surprise to the Reservists when 
10-123 wing and seven C-119 troop carrier 
were given a no-notice recall at 0120 
28 October 1962. 
status of the mobilized aircraft and air- 
om the Cuban Missile Crisis is shown in 
able below. 
3rd TCW experienced a unique hap- 
during their mobilization. ТАС had 
lo impose a full Operational Readiness 
(OR) on the uni. While they 


R was only after a great deal of work. 
iam arrived at Selfridge AFB, MI 


ТАС ORI 
November, announcing their intentions 
Wing was just emerging from the great 
' problems associated with the 28 
nonotice recall. They were in the 
io converting from CONAC to TAC direc 
{Most o! tho air base personnel who would 
have supported tho wing directly i it 
been operating independently as a 
uni, had been integrated into other 
AFB functions. Getting them back for 
was no small job in itself. Since the 
had not received any mobility orders. it 
practical matter to give them as much 
possible by integrating them with the 
base functions. Conflicts between the 
manpower authorizations and ТАС 
Icaused another major problem. Despite 
(солклв, during the time of the ORI the 
TOW managed to fly more missions than. 
for during the inspection. 
not part of the call up, the 435th TCW 
to move its C-119s from Home- 
FL, on 23 October. Nine of the air 
1o Miami International Airport, and 
three each went to Broward County 
Palm Beach Airports forthe night ала 
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then ай were consolidated at Miami on the fol 
lowing day. 

Mobilized were 14,220 personnel and 422 
AFRES aircraft. During the Cuban Crisis, the 
Reserve troop carrier units aiilted 4,743,000 ib 
of cargo to bases in Florida. During the rede- 
ployment phase, they flew 274 additional sor. 
lies and moved 2110.952 of cargo from 
Florida to all points throughout the 21. While 
officially inactivated on 28 November 1962, a 
total of 442 AFRES aircrews, including 290 
pilots, 64 navigators, and 88 fight engineers, 
voluntarily remained on active duty to assist the 
Regular Air Force personnel redeploy the 
‘materiel and personnel deployed to the South 
east for the crisis. 

Оп 2 November, Айа! E Stevenson, US 
Ambassador to the United Nations, sent a letter 
1o Anastas | Mikoyan, First Deputy Prime Minis 
ler of the Soviet Union, identlying certain 
'oHlensive weapons’ in Cuba and asking for 
their removal the complete list included the fol 
lowing items, 

Surface 1o-aw misses, including those designed 

for use at sea, and including propellants and 

‘chemical compounds capable of being used to 

power missiles 

Bomber aircraft 

Bombs, airto-surtace rockets, and guided 

masies 

\Warheads tor any ofthe above weapons 


Possessed Ready 
я з 

2 з 

в E 

E E 

я 2 

з a 

5 з 

2 a 
us зи 


Mechanical ог electronic equipment to support 
ог operate the above items such as 
communications, supply, and missile launching 
‘equipment, including Komar-class motor 
torpedo boats 


Оп the same day, Soviet Prime Minister Nikita 
S Krushchev agreed to remove the IL-28 Bea: 
gles from Cuba. After discussing Krushchev's 
14-page letter, the Executive Committee agreed 
to lif the quarantine of Cuba. 

Afterwards it was surmised that the Soviets 
had planned on establishing the missile sites in 
Cuba to use as a threat in the event the United 
States was to counter a planned Soviet incur: 
sion into West Berlin. There was also specula 
tion that the Soviets had planned on building a 
submarine base in Cuba. 

‘An interesting outcome from these tense 
times was the Washington-Moscow Hotline, 
officially known as the US-Direct Communica: 
tions Link for Crisis Control, The system was 
installed less than a year after the crisis, The 
United States and the Soviet Union signed an 
agreement tor this vital communications link on. 
20 June 1963. 

‘An editorial in the London Times credited the 
troop carrier units with a major role in breaking 
the Cuban Crisis deadlock. Titled, 'American 
Determination - Key to Success,’ the editorial 
stated, ‘Looking back over that fateful week, 
some officials are disposed to believe that the 
mobilization of 24 troop carrying squadrons 
finally persuaded Mr Krushchey that war would 
be inevitable ifthe missiles were not withdrawn, 

Regarding the mobilization, Gen Curtis Е 
LeMay, Chief of Staff of the Air Force, wrote: ‘As 
the recalled Air Force Reserve units return to 
inactive status, | wish to express to the mem- 
bers of the Air Force Reserve Forces the pride 
which the Air Force feels in their outstanding 
response to the Cuban Crisis, both those called 
to active duty and those serving without mobi- 
lization orders. Among the noteworthy unit and 
individual actions were the performanpe of the 
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‘Troop Carrier Wings and Aerial Port Squadrons 
that reacted immediately to the call to active 
duty: the remaining Air Force Reserve and Air 
National Guard units of CONAC, TAC, and ADC 
that heightened their readiness; the aircraft dis- 
persal and other services provided by Air Guard. 
personnel; and the remarkable dedication ot Air 
Force Reserve recovery units working around. 
the clock on dispersal of SAC, TAC, and ADC 
elements... This demonstration of responsive 
ness of the Air Reserve Forces underlines the 
importance of maintaining and further support 
ing the readiness of this vital element of Air 
Force capabiity. Our nation can be proud of the 
professionalism and devotion to duty and coun: 
tty displayed by the Air Reserve Forces in aug 
menting our active forces in this crisis. 


‘Outstanding Performance 
The 440th TCW, stationed at Gen Billy Mitchell 
Field, Milwaukee, WI, was recognized as the 
top AFRES unit for wo consecutive years at the 
Air Force Association's 1963 and 1964 National 
Conventions. The award is based on the wing's 
tactical, administrative, and logistical efficiency 
with the winner being judged by CONAC from 
submissions by each of the AFRES regions. 

The 1963 award was for the units overall per 
formance as follows: 

In August 1961, the 440th TCW participated in 

оге of the largest peacetime maneuvers known 
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as Operation Swit Sinke. The uni supplied 24 
висаћ and few 94 sortes in tve days, dropping. 
1,325 paratroops and 253 tons of equipment. 
The 440th TCW had a stellar showing at the 
Troop Camer Competition sponsored by the Air 
Force Association in Las Vegas in June 1962. 
During July 1962 the wing dispatched 16 C-119s. 
lor Exercise Big Sweep И n Alaska where they 
airdropped paratroops and equipment o he 

1st Battle Group, 23rd Infantry, rom Fort 
Richardson. Alaska in adaon they arianded 
‘supplies on gravel airstrips at remote stes north 
of the Arctic Circle. 


The 1964 award was for the units overall per 
formance as follows: 
The 440th Maintenance Squadron was 
recognized for achieving the highest engine time 
at overhaul experienced with the R-4360-89 
engine by ether a Regular Air Force or AFRES. 
unt. 
Dedicated maintenance personnel permitted the. 
unit to achieve more fying hours than any other 
AFRES unit 
Having the best supply department within 
СОМАС forthe past two years. 
During the Cuban Missile Crisis, the 440th led ай 
eight recalled AFRES units in arcraf and aircrew 
‘operational readiness. 
Three out of four of the 440th Field Maintenance 
Squadron personnel sent to technical schools 


‘appears on the fin. А Swanberg via MSgt DW 
Menard 


were honor graduates in the top 3% ofthe 
classes for the past two years. 

Aircrews scored high on written examinations 
where 85% is the passing grade. Their avenge) 
test score was 96%. 

The wing newspaper garnered frst place for 
CONAC units for the past two years. 

During a TAC ORI, the 440th TOW was 
recognized as the best AFRES unt evaluated, 
‘exceeding some Regular Ar Force unis. 


900-Series Groups. 
Initially, each Reserve troop carier 
regardless of location, reported to a parent 
carrier group with the same designator as 
group's parent troop carrier wing, Those 
wore generally co-located with the parent 
The group level was phased out around f 
thereby having each squadron, regarde) 
location, reporting directly to the wing. The 
carrier squadrons are operational units andi 
not have integral support components suchi 
‘aerial роп, security, civil engineering, 
cations, consolidated aircraft maintenance, 
‘supply. It was soon realized that these. 
functions could operate better at the local 
providing more immediate and relevant 
to the tactical squadrons, 

Between December 1962 and January 1 
а plethora of 900-series groups were 
lished at each base with an operating 
squadron. Each 900-series group 
assigned a tactical squadron and a п 
support squadrons or fights. A listing of 
groups may be found in Appendix 4. 


Beehive Group. 

Опе aircraft lived up to its unit's name 
mid-June 1964. С-1199-36-РА, sin 
from the 945th TCG at Hill AFB gained 
notoriety when a swarm of bees took 
‘cockpit. A local beekeeper had to be 
Хо remove the hive that had developed 
the co-pilot's window. 


Project Drag Net Mission 
The 73rd TCS, 882nd TOG at Scott AFB, 
equipped with a number of G-119Fs 
теве 
by 
айе 
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Several ol tho aircraft were equipped 
eavertal doors and equipment for the 
recovery of parachute borne capsules 
{нуч recovery of objects from the sur- 
This secondary mission for the unit had 
[pioneered under Project Drag Net by 
456th TOW during 1955 and 1956. 


Power Pack 
ber 1963, a miltary junta headed by Col 
Wessin had overthrown the administration 
беса president ofthe Dominican Repub- 
Bosch. By 24 April 1965, the political 

По the capitol city, Santo Domingo, had 
into an active revolution. Acting presi 
Reid Cabral went into exe; however 
alle he military t0 oppose the return of 
President Lyndon B Johnson intervened 

ga contingent of US Marines to the 

Jo protect the American Embassy and 


— Domnican ctizens who might be 
‘One battaion of Marines was on an 


In Puerto Rico at the tme. They boarded 
redeployed to the Dominican Republic. 
jhe rebelion was intially done in the name 
it had quickly been taken over by 


remainder of the 2nd Marine Division at 
JLjune and the 2nd Marine Air Wing trom 
Point few to the Dominican Republic. In 
the 82nd Airborne Division was flown 
For Bragg 
jorder to support ће American forces and 
emergency relief supplies to the 
the United States also conducted a 
ани operation. Air Force Reserve air 
Мен 1,844 sorties, accruing 16,859 
while carrying 5,436 passengers and 
ons of cargo in the performance of Oper. 
Power Pack. A total of 188 Reserve mis- 
were flown to the island in support of 
[B and TAC allowing these commands to 
their operations in Southeast Asia. 
(few C-1238 and C-124s participated in 


this operation, most of the missions were own 
by the Reserve С-1195. The С-1195 flew 1,708 
missions; while the C-123s and C-124s flew 
120 and 16, respectively. Because of the vol 
unteer efforts of AFRES personnel, a recall of 
the units to active duty was not necessary. The 
airlift lasted from 30 April to 5 July 1965. 


‘Operation Power Pack had demonstrated the 
‘overwater capabilities of the C-119. As а con- 
sequence they were tasked with providing sim 
support to MATS and TAC as the war in 
Southeast Asia escalated. in this support role, 
Reserve C-1198 conducted 3,648 offshore mis- 
sions, flying a total of 27,138 hours, while car: 
ming 3,155 passengers and 8,418 tons of 
cargo. At its peak in 1968 and 1967, the C-1 195. 
flew 16 offshore missions per week from Dover 
AFB, DL; to Goose Bay, Labrador; and Argen- 
tia, Newfoundland; from Patrick AFB, FL; to 
Grand Turk in the Turks and Caicos Islands: 
and Argentia; from NAS Norfolk, VA; to Guan- 
tanamo Bay. Cuba: and Puerto Rico; in addi 
tion to many other places. 


Until the C-119s left tho Reserve inventory in 
March 1973, they flew in support of Miltary Ai 
lit Command (MAC), the successor to MATS in. 
January 1966, operations. This support of the 
Operation Power Pack and the offshore mis 
sion did not go without notice. їп March 1966, 
Gen Howell M Estes, MAC commander, stated: 

Let me also take this opportunity to com: 
mend the real job the Air Force Reserve C-1 19s. 
have been doing for us in the past six months 
Their mission in support of MAC fulfilled a siz- 
able portion of near offshore responsibilities 
and accounted for almost 100% support of the 
recent airift requirements to the Dominican 
Republic. 


serve Training for the USAF 
The 514th Tactical Airit Wing had moved from 
the small congested base at Mitchel AFB, NY, 
10 McGuire AFB, NJ, on 15 March 1961. In addi 
ton to normal Reserve training, the wing per 
formed routine missions for the Miltary Air 
Transport Service (MATS) and then Miltary Air 
Vit Command (MAC) after the USAF organiza: 
tion was redesignated. In addition, the 514th 


— 
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TAW performed C-1 19 raining for maintenance 
and fight crews trom the South Vietnamese Air 
Force, and maintenance personnel from the 
Royal Hellenic Air Force between 10 August 
and 18 December 1967. 

‘Combat crew training for active USAF per 
‘sonnel was initiated at Clinton County AFB, OH, 
on 1 April 1968. The Combat Crew Training 
‘Squadron (Provisional), was attached to the 
302nd TAW for this function. They provided 
Phase | (transition) training on the AC-119G 
gunship for Instructor crews and maintenance 
personnel, providing a pipeline of personnel for 
TAC's Special Air Warfare Center. On 1 July 
1968, this provisional unit was redesignated as. 
the ist Combat Crew Training Squadron 
(CCTS). The unit was again redesignated as 
the 1st Tactical Ari Training Squadron (TATS) 
оп 1 January 1970, in keeping with TAC's pot 
icy that ай ts training squadrons be known ав 
TATSs. When Clinton County AFB closed on 20 
June 1971, the 1st TATS relocated to Lock 
bourne AFB, OH. Between 1969 and 1973, the 
1st TATS had trained 2,490 flying personnol 
(451 pilots, 264 navigators, and 202 fight engi- 
neers) and 1,573 maintenance personnel. in 
addition to the gunship instruction they trained 
foreign nationals from Ethiopia, Jordan, 
Morocco, and South Vietnam. The 1st TATS 
had flown 14,150.8 accidentree hours while 
performing this training. 


Springfield Shuffle 
Reservists did not engage in whimsical fights 
of fancy; they trained under a variety of condi- 
tions. One Saturday a crew took а 73rd TCS 
C-119 up for a routine training mission. After a 
mid morning take-off they flew several naviga- 
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tional legs before caling the llinois ANG at 
Springfield, IL to shoot some practice ground 
controlled approaches (GCAs) to ће fed. The 
unit operated Republic F-B4F Thunderstreaks. 
СА were a normal part of miltary fying in 
which a ground controller, utilizing ground. 
based radar equipment, would Moraly tak a 
pilot down to the runway during adverse 
weather conditions. This was no easy task and 
ook an extreme amount of faith on both the 
part ot the fight crew and the controller - espe- 
cially in the controller's equipment. 

Our C419 made a number of low 
approaches over the Ilinois countryside. It was 
in July 1963 and the thermais were performing 
marvelously. Each plot of farmer's fed with its 
difieing vegetation offered varying degrees of 
vertical air currents. А sight haze was produced 
by the dust from the leds. Trying to perform а 
smooth, consistent rate of descent to the end of 
the runway under these mid-day conditons was. 
extremely taxing on the fight crew. Fortunately 
we had a minimum crew and everyone was able 
to occupy a seat in the capacious cockpit of the 
acra. The controler brought us down the 
lidestope at a more than acceptable rate; how. 
lever he consistently placed us 500R to the lef or 
right of the runway centerine. Each approach 
became more unsetting - we flew as directed, 
but never hit the mark. Coupled wih the heat 
and the thermals that butleted the aircraft, the 
crew actually began to sweat and become 
queasy. Arsicknoss in seasoned fight crews is 
rare; but. gen the proper conditions, no one is 
immune. Enough was enough and we called to 
break off the insanity. Suddenly a new voice 
came up on the radio - This в master sergeant 
—» I had a student controller on. Would you 


assure the equipment is functioning 
We obliged, albeit a bit green around the 
The old master made the approach as 
as a tailor threading a needle. We were on 
slope and on glide path, and had we landed 
would have been on the numbers. The: 
thanked us for the opportunity to check out 
equipment and we were sure some speciali 
ing resulted upon our departure. 
"Welumbered back to Scott AFB in a 
and semi-dazed condition. The flight k 
remained unopened. After landing we taxed 
the ramp and shut down. For ventilation, 
cockpit windows were opened as was the 
gators’ blister. About a half an hour later 
unstable crew gingerly stepped off he. 
and headed for base operations. A Coke 
vided instant blood sugar and stabilized 
queasy stomachs! 


Morale Airiifts. 
In addition to the AFRES strategic ait mi 
the Reservists flew a pair of morale 
Operation Christmas Star in 1965 and 
"ion Combat Leave in 1966, 

CONAC coordinated and conducted 
tion Christmas Star during November 
December 1965. Miltary units, civilan 
‘organizations, and private citizens 
Christmas gifts to US servicemen in 
Asia and Alaska. О! the 469.11 tons of 
delivered during Operation Christmas 
AFRES units accounted for 67.18 tons whi 
ANG delivered 401.93 tons with their 
Boeing MC-97 Stratofreighters. 

Triggered by a massive labor strike 
five major US airlines, СОМАС began 
tion Combat Leave that began on 9 July f 
With servicemen enroute to or from 
Asia given priority, 122,863 servicemen 
airited under this operation that lasted forl 
days. AFRES units employed C-119s, C4 
HC-97s, C-47, and a single HU-16 during} 
ation Combat Leave, when 6,638 hours 
2.774 missions were flown to ай 44 97 
sengers. While the AFRES flew 36.5% of 
missions, the balance were performed bj 
ANG, MAC and TAC. During Operation 
Leave, five AFRES аи terminal squadrons 
redesignated aerial port squadrons) 
Continuous support at Travis AFB, CA 
activity spawned employment of all 12 af 
‘minal squadrons performing their annual 
ing at MAC bases о help that command; 
its irit backlog. 

The AFRES Air Terminal Squadrons 
formed their raining at these bases in 


of Operation Combat Leag anned 
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Trai AFCA 
Haan AFB, Н 
Mure AFB, NJ 
Outen AFB, SC 


JA Accident 
ЕРА, sin 51-8019, had undergone its 
[periodic inspection and was dispatched 
minimum crew for a Functional Check 
(FCF) on 17 April 1966. The FCF was 
do check out the aircraft prior to 
for normal operations. The aircraft was. 
to the 73rd TCS, 932nd TCG, 434th 
based at Scott AFB, Ilinois. 

[оу Kinze! instructed Capt Van McNeil 
the aircraft while he received the 
from Quality Control, fled the fight 
computed the performance data. The 

at take-off was 55,006 Ib. 

Str Engines, Taxi, and Runup Check 

performed without any special note 
uneventtultake-off and climbout to the 
ЕСЕ area were completed. The crew 
Several checks at an altitude of 

wth satisfactory results, 
Maj Kinzol feathered the No 2 

в part of the FCF. With the right prop 

"Ihe full feather, the prop required 16 
forfeathering, When bringing the No 2 
|f feather to full increase, then to low 
pm was noted to reach 2.950, even at 

Instead of governing achieving the 
1200-1 400rpr. At this point Maj Kinzel. 
llo again feather and shut down the mal- 
prop. Upon placing the prop in the. 
sition, the errant prop did not go 
but windmilled. Maj Kinzel then 
the lever out of the feather position and 
moved it firmly back into full feather. 
(continued to windmill then settled into 
їп about four to five minutes. 

Магы declared an emergency and 
to Scott for immediate termination of 
Не requested а straight-in approach 

31. At 1040 hours CST the tower 
he aircraft to Runway 31 and reported 
winds of 20 knots at 150°. The crew 

the No2 engine and descended 


from the FOF 
Phase I and Phase Il Descent Checklists were 
‘completed and followed by the Before Landing 
Checkist. During the descent the flaps were 
lowered tothe take-off postion of 15°. The land: 
ing gear was lowered between 5,000 and 
40008. It was 1042 hours when Maj Kinzel 
reported 31000 over Mancoutah, located 3.6 
mies southeast ofthe leading edge of the run- 
way, then called for 40" flaps. At 1043 the tower 
reported winds at 130°, variable to 150° at 20 
knots. All instruments and indications were nor 
та, albeit for the shutdown No2 engine and 
feathered prop. AC-119 with an engine out was 
extremely dificult о handie and lost significant 
performance capabiity 

While approaching the penmeter of the field 
the aircra was fying between 1000 and 
1.5008 carrying an indicated airspeed of 130 
135 knots. The second approach was slightly 
higher than normal with a 150-155 knot call 
brated airspeed. Мај Kinzel estimated that the 
touchdown point would have been near the 
middle of the 7.0371 long runway. The runway 
had 1.0008 macadam overruns at each end 
The throttle for the No 1 engine was nearly fully 
closed during the descent. The left main gear 
green indicating light was fickering on Capt 


McNeil's instrument panel. Maj Kinzel called for 
a go-around. 

During the transition from a high rate of 
descent to level fight for go-around, the air 
speed remained around 130-132 knots indi 
cated Capt McNeil raised the flaps from 40* to 
20° and then reached for the gear up switch. 

The aircraft struck the runway and slid off the 
опа into a grassy fied. A fre that ensued after 
impact was contained by base crash and res: 
cue crews. Miraculously, the only injury was to 
SSgt John Brown. (See photo on page 107) 

FCF crew assigned to C-119CF-FA, sin 51. 
8019 on 17 April 1966. 


Name Assigned Duty Rating 
Maj Leroy A Kamael 93254 Mater Sqn 
Assi Maint Oficer Command Pot 
CaptVanDMchei Tard TCS Une Pict Piot 
Sgt ге G Brown 73rd TCS Ft Mechanic МА 


Reserve Bill of Rights 
Until 1968, CONAC managed the Air Force 
Reserve feld program. Public Law 90-168 estab- 
lished the new Air Force Reserve, as a Separate 
Operating Agency, on 1 August 1968, replacing 
CONAC. During its existence as a Separate 
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Operating Agency, the Air Force Reserve was 
the largest and most diverse such organization 
In 1997 the Reserve became a Major Air Com- 
mand lor the first time. Known as the Reserve Bill 
ol Rights, the new law directed that manage: 
ment of the Air Force Reserve would be by key 
Reservists. The new organization, headauar. 
tered at Robins AFB, GA, was headed by Maj 
Gen Rolin B Moore Jr. Gen Moore had been the 
troop carrier commander of Exercise Bright 
Star/Pine Cone il п August 1980. 


Exercise Exotic Dancer И 
During May and June 1969, 97 C-119s and 57 
C-124s from the AFRES participated in Exer- 
cise Exotic Dancer И in Puerto Rico, an opera- 
ton conducted by the unified Atlantic 
Command (LANTCOM). Operations were соп 
ducted around-the-clock while living under 
field conditions, Tropical heat and rain added 
to the hardships. 

Over 31,000 AFRES personnel from these 
units participated in the Exercise Exotic Dancer I 


Unit Base Arcan 
hm MAW Hanscom AFB, MA сш 
ЭТАН —Lockboume AFB,OH Сз 
‘rd TAW — SelfidgeAFB Mi Сте 
rd TAW Kaly AFB, TX cn 
MONTAN Gen Michel Fi, M Сә 
ола MAW Асло Gebau AFB.MO См 
АРМАН Dobbins AFB, GA сш 
dah TAW  Blington AFB, TX сә 
462M MAW Andrews AFB, MO one 
БӘҺМАН — CarswelAFB TX сім 
белми Cinca 


McGuire AFB, NJ 


The main force arrived in the maneuver area on 
D-Day, where a formation of 45 C-119s flaw. 
lessly dropped 70 tons of heavy equipment 
within the drop zone. Gen William W Momyer 
TAC Commander, observed the D-Day drop 


C-19-20-FA, s/n 49-0187, operated with the 
Reserves and was retired to Davis. Monthan in 
1968. The MASDC Reclamation Number, CJ112, 
appeared on the nose. Sealant was applied 
around the cockpit windows and door hinges. 
To the roar is а C-97. HS Garn 
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and stated: The C-119 drop was tremendous. 

Its obvious to me that these Reserve Forces 
were really peaked for this exercise. The for: 
mation, the air discipline and the way that the 
cargo was put on the target was an outstand- 
ing display of professionalism. 

‘Admiral Ephraim P Holmes, USN, was the 
overall exercise commander. He too observed 
the significant part played by the AFRES and 
ANG personnel, stating: The efforts of the Air 
Force Reserve aircrews and support personne! 
were a major contribution to the success of the. 
of Joint Exercise Exotic Dancer П. The heavy 
‘equipment airdrop was accomplished in an 
‘exemplary manner. The effort of your com- 
mand in support of the deploymentredeploy- 
ment phases was a most significant contribution. 

During the exercise, AFRES arit crews were 
credited with accruing just under 3,700 flying 
hours, and airifüng more than 1.200 tons of 
cargo and 1,200 passengers. 

The Puerto Rico ANG's 156th TFW employed 
10 Lockheed F-104 Starfighters as the oppos- 
ing force during the mock war. They flew 74 
sorties and were credited with destroying the 
headquarters for the invading force, 28 fighters, 
and 10 ships. In addition they were credited 
with destroying or damaging some of the air 
craft on the ground and anti-aircraft sites. 

Exercise Exotic Dancer II provided realistic 
training with a unified force from the Army, 
Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force. While no 
winner was declared, the joint operation expe 
rience proved invaluable 


C-119G-FA, s/n 51-8059, flew with the AFRES. 
and carried the AFOUA ribbon on the vertical 
tall. She was sent to Davis-Monthan AFB, AZ on 
12 December 1969, thon to Kolar, Inc, in Tucson 
for scrap on 24 February 1976. H S Gann 


OPERATIONAL SUCCESS. 


The Air Force Reserve is made up of many 
‘experienced prior service personnel. In add 
tion, those in any given unit tend to remain ff 
а greater number of years as opposed to бе. 
four or five-year active duty tour for an ind 
ча! attending a technical school and then sen 
ing іп an operational unit. The C-119 FM 
Boxcars were in the Air Force Reserve i 
tory from 1951 until 1973 — longer than a 

for many of the personnel. As a result, the may 
tenance technicians were better able to 
with the idiosyncrasies of the aircraft and 
fight crews were better able to make the ae 
plane perform. Consequently, the Reser 
had a high degree of operational success wi 
the aircraft 

The last C-119 Flying Boxcar lef 
Reserves on 3 March 1973. At its peak 
December 1962, a total of 689 of tho ar 
were in the Reserve inventory. During i. 
years with the Reserves, the С-1198 had о 
at least 1,282,360 hours. In the summer 
1960, an Air Force Reserve general ofer 
a force of over 500 С-1196 into the war g 
known as Operation Bright Star/Pine Cone 
Beginning in 1962, Reserve C-1195 suppor 
the NASA space program. During the last 
years of that the С-1195 served wit, 
Reserves, one squadron conducted P 
transition training in the airplane for inst 
crews and maintenance personnel of boh 
US regular and reserve forces as well as 
eign nationals, 

The C-1 198 and C-124s were phased ой 
the Reserve inventory and a new fom 
reserve operation came into being. Thi. 
the Associate program in which the Я 
personnel fly and maintain aircraft owned 
co-located Regular Air Force units. The 
tenance personnel work shoulder-o-sho 
with their active duty counterparts. Today, 
fight crews are made up of all Regular 
Force, all Reserve, or a combination 
performing a common mission in ait, 


Мапа Guard (ANG) units, assigned to he 
sales, traditionally were gwen fighter, 
бег or attack missions. A new mis 
жаз given to a number of ANG units in 
ihe beng aeromedical transport The ar- 
[provided for this mission were MC-119J5 
фе fightoperable doors. This mission 
for vo о six years unti the C-119s were 
by the quieter Lockheed C-121 Super 
latons 
[Biety, several ANG units served as troop 
Unt they were redesignated as ar 
special operations unis. These 
squadrons ен the C-119C, С-1 19б. and 
WY series aircraft. Serving in these capaci 
Те C-119s were in tho ANG inventory 
1958 and 1975. 
fist ANG Flying Boxcar to retire to Davis 
АРВ, AZ, was a C-119J, seria number 
НЗ, fom the 102nd Aeromedical Trans 
{Squadron NY ANG. The aircraft arrived on 
(ил 1960. Te last of these ANG aircraft 
was C-119L, serial number 53-8154, 
he 1300 Special Operations Squadron 
ANG. on 27 September 1975. This airplane 
а смі registry and became N4999P 
by Sarbrd Inc in Rono. NV 


ICAL AIRLIFT 


began during the mid-1950s, that 
ANG fighter units would transition into. 
with the C-97 Stratolreighter being. 
вв the most probable. The sea: 
Mohter piots were appalled by the noise, 
fond loss of several hundred knots of ai 
Dffculies with the initial transition from 
Jo Ihe lumbering four-engined C-975 
[fought to making the change easier by 
[ls C-119 as an interim aircraft. The old 
(бә! fighter pilots can do anything’ got a 
теми) when hightime ANG fighter 


мер two sorties inthe air for 24 hours, 
fon alert status. Note the Army Ниву, 
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pilots began transitioning into the C-119 Some. 
of the fighter pilots became arsick after several 
hours in the air and had to use the dritmeter in 
the floor to get their bearings. Another major 
stumbling block tor the fighter plots was the 
concept of crew coordination. With the WY- 
ANG, many of the older fighter pilots trans 
ferred to the CO-ANG that was flying North 
American F-86L Sabres at the time. This solved 
half of the problem. A blessing in disguise was 
the fact that the CO-ANG had a number of 
younger fighter pilots who were looking for 
ward to building time to get with an airine. The 

v group transterred to the Wyoming ANG. 
and a multitude of problems were solved. 

Nine of the 12 ANG units equipped with the 
©1198 operated between 1957 and 1963. 
These units transitioned trom fighters to 
C-119, resulting in an increase in manning for 
each of the fighicrew positions. An aeromed 


Air National Guard Flying Boxcars 


ical airit fight, consisting of one fight nurse 
апа two medical technicians per aircrew, was 
also added to the unit. With the advent of the 
C-1 198, the traditional weekend warrior status 
of these units changed to where the crews 
could bid for particular missions that better 
suited them as individuals with their civilian 
jobs, yet had the added benefit of making the 
unit a year-round operation for augmenting the. 
Regular Air Force. Live-patient training from the. 
home bases was not performed because tho 
119 was considered unsuitable for a peace. 
ume mission 


156th Aeromedical Airlift Squadron 
158th Aeromedical Airíft Squadron, NC-ANG, 
was based at the Douglas Municipal Airport, 
Оп 1 January 1961, the squadron gained its 
first C-119C. This new aeromedical evacuat 

mission necessitated an increase in manning 


Fable caz 8 0-119 
007) 


line, and wraps around the clamshell doors 
Aircraft Gray paint is applied aft of the prop 
warning line on the fuselage, booms, and 


panel extends aft and down to surround the 
drop windows. Such a paint scheme could any 
help for performing clandestine night drop 
‘operations. A Navy А-а Skyhawk from 
Replacement Air Group CVG-6 shared the ramp. 


In contrast to aircraft 53-8073 is C-119L 53.7537 
with its overall Aircraft Gray and white cap 
finish. The lower In spar wing surfaces are 
peinted black. Entire ‘power eggw' from СА 
Constellations replaced the former R-3380 
engine package on these aircraft. To the ree 
an EA-30 trom Replacement Air Group СВА. 


Operated by the 129th SOS, CA ANG, СВОЯ, 
KM, s/n 53-8069, was taxying at Hayward, CA 
has a natural metal finish, white cap, stopped 

— and gray anti-corrosion finish on 
belly. The 129th SOG insignia appears above Be 
entry door, U Col J J Craddick 


‘Converted to a C-119L, s/n 53-0076 had last 


+ CA, before retiring to МАВОС In Mal, 
1975. The aircraft has a white сар, silver pli 
lower fuselage, and Aircraft Gray applied Wt 
booms and empennage. An ANG Minuteman 
insignia and CALIF are applied tothe fins. She 
became NBSOBA.TH Brower 


to 800 personnel. An accelerated n 
campaign garnered the squadron 30 


and 60 aeromedical technicians. In 1982 


Unit constructed nurses quarters and аі 
training hospital to perform its new missin 
The C-119 was not the right airplane fa 


mission, and in 1962 the squadron began 
sitioning into Lockheed C-121 Super 
tions, The last C-1 19 was phased out nth 


167th Aeromedical Transport Squadron 
Previously known as the 167th Tactical 
Squadron, equipped with F-B6Hs, the ий! 
redesignated the 167th Aeromedical Та 
Squadron (ATS) on 1 April 1961. The 167h) 
was assigned to the WV-ANG and was 
at Martinsburg, WV. With its new aet 
role, there was а mass exodus of fighter 
However, the unit added 22 maintenanot 
sonnel, 16 flight nurses, and 31 aer 
technicians to their unit manning, In 
the aeromedical mission, the squadroni 
tasked with routine cargo operations. The 
dispatched a mobile training иги to the baf 
assist the 1671 in their transition. Tring 
completed within three months. 

The average reciprocating engine was 
hauled around ten times during its senial 
Engine reliability must be watched at wal 
of the time spectrum. High time engines 


fail because of inherent wear of the 
Зои 
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on 5 October 1973 at Hayward, 
‘The dual ADF football antennas on top of the 
had been replaced with faired 
An additional UHF blade antenna is 
Installed. A mechanic's toolbox is parked 
Ie he entry door, The aircraft's painted in 
Астай Gray. А stepped cheating 
the white cap from the gray. The nose 
metal. Tis aircraft was retired to 
jon 22 January 1978, and subsequently 
JM registry MBSOAX for operations with 
Pacific Transport in the background is 


hence a requirement for a hard-timed 
J Al the other end of the spectrum is the 
ue faluro due generally to poor work 
ip and quality control during overhaul. 
6M ATS had a rash of premature failures 
jones being returned from a particular 
ji shop in Miami, FL. At one juncture, 
moved the errant engine, crated i. 
into a C-119, and flew to the depot 
the engine was torn down under the 
n of the maintenance personnel from. 
Th. During this teardown it was noted 
he bearing tolerances were too sloppy for 
[engine to maintain the requisite design ой 
г. Subsequent overhauled engines 
his particular depot were much better. 
[072 June 1963, the 1671h received из first 
Nû Super Constellation, thus bringing to 
fis use of the C-119. The unit was reas- 
from TAC to MATS on 13 July 1963. 


Aeromedical Transport Squadron 
I, the 187th FIS trom the WY-ANG traded 
[fer Ғ.8015, wore redesignated the 187th 
and obtained their MC-119Us for the 
ical transport role from Cheyenne 


sennned 
by 


Fori НА ВУЗ 


Municipal Airport, WY. Ап initial cadre trom th 
WY-ANG went to Meridian, MS for tra 
training into the MC-119J. The fiel elev 


take-off performance with the R-3350 engines 
Wnen the ANG unit asked the USAF for advice, 
a team of experts was dispatched to Cheyenne 
to show the guard how to operate the airplanes. 
This team quickly came to the realization that 
the density atitude at Cheyenne was not con- 
ducive to operation of C-119s powered by 
Н-3350. After almost two months of struggling 
With the situation, these aircraft were replaced 
with C-119Cs (actually C-119CFs with hydrauik 
flaps and landing gear) powered by R-4360 
engines 

А USAF ferry crew flew into Cheyenne. 
parked the unit's first C-119C on the ramp and 
left town. The sawy ANG crews broke out 
the fight manuals and began their own trans 
tion course for this aircraft powered by R-4360 
20 WA water-injected engines. Aer several 
days ol study followed by ground runs, 
tial cadre aircrews began flying the C-119C. 
The take-off performan 


156, which resulted in marginal 


was at best margin 


ally better. The eng 
vanable speed super 


were equipped with 
T 
:ontrol. Therein lay the problem. The super 
chargers had a tendency to shift into high 

'ooosting the engines 
and momentaniy robbing the engines of power 
at a critical phase during climbout. Working 
with Pratt & Whitney, the 187th ATS modified 
the supercharger controls by installing a two- 


hargers with auto 


blower on take-off, ov 


position switch allowing positive control for 
shiting from low to high stage blower 
modification changed the engine designation 
Io an R-4360.20.WD. In 
alcohol injection system was reactvated, mak 
ing wer yndard procedure. 
Operational data was non-existent for the 
two-stage blower system and Pratt & Whitney 
enlisted the aid of the 187th to develop the data 
Crews took off with huge charts with a mul 
tude of blank spaces for the data that had to be 
annotated. For several weeks, two dedicated 
crews recorded the myriad of data. Take-ot 
were performed in both low- and high-blower 
and the data duly annotated. Engine readings. 
were taken under a wide variety of fight cond 


This 


addition, the water 


C-119L, s/n 53-8087, from the 1301h SOS, 130th 
500, WV ANG, was photographed at Wright 
Patterson AFB, OH in April 1974. This overall- 
black aircraft with subdued markings, was. 
employed in clandestine operations. TH Bre 


‘This 187th ATS, WY-ANG crew is cruising at 
8.5000 with the aircraft commander hand yng. 
‘The fight engineer sits behind both plots, 
observing engine performance and ready to 
make any power adjustments. The whiskey 


or both navigation and communications are 
located on the forward portion of tho overhead 
‘console, Va Mel Du 


tions. Service celings were developed to assu 
reasonable rates of cimb 

Operating a C-119 at the high add 
above Wyoming was not conducive to sl 
While loss ot engine performance when fyg 
at lower alttudes would have dictated shut 
down the aling engine, crews ot the 1878] 
would opt to continue operation under раб 
power to assure getting to a safe fied. TM 
prac aly ruined a fering engine il 
елее might havo been savec had ib 

On occasion, C1198 from the 1870 ATH 
were used to carry personne! to tight treet fa 
The clamshell doors wore removed, making Oe 
back end noisy and drafty Many of tho he 
ers came кот local Indian reservations. Th 
passengers had a fantastic view of wher thi 
had been, but not where they were goin. 

After operating the C-1199 for about М 
years, the 1871h ATS made a major upadli 
into the Lockheed C-121 Super опей 
These fourengined, pressurized arcra pj 
vided a marked improvement in operating lif 


formance and people 


SPECIAL OPERATIONS 


Three ANG C-119-equipped squadrons sendi 
in the special operations role between f 
and 1975. Their mission was to work in id 
junction with special operations ground 

Regular Amy, ANG, and 
Reserve. Proficiency requirements lor hi 
crews necessitated 140 fying hours per 
per month in each squadron, Each air 
mando squadron was authorized 43 d 
and 57 airmen; while the consolidated 
maintenance squadron consisted of so 
and 157 airmen. Each aircrew comprised 
two troop camer pilots, one navigator, a 
orne radio operator, a fight mechanic, a 
loadmaster 


129th Troop Carrier Squadron/ 
Special Operations Squadron 
Beginning operations as the 129th TCS, 
unit was redesignated the 129th SOS 
squadron operated C-119C/G/L arca 
Hayward Airport between July 1963 and if 
as part of the CA-ANG. During the late М 


the C-119Ls entered the sguadfon'in 
scanned 
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[PHs CYY9F-KM, s/n 51-6119, has boon 
to эп MC-119J with the beavertall 
-Dayglo orange trim is applied to the 
+ wingtips. and nose. Poor 
‘of the Wright R-2350 engines at the 
тыве around Cheyenne, WY resulted in 
rra being replaced after less than а 
of operation. Via Mei Duncan 


из) М, s/n 51-8129, from the 1450. 
Evacuation Squadron (AES), Омо 
was photographed at Baltimore, MD on 26 
1962. The aircraft was equipped with a 
door. The markings consist of the tail 
last three digits of the tall number on 
note gear doors, and the unit name. Dayglo 
paint is applied to the nose, wingtips. 
Booms. А C Seely via МСО W Menard 


1991140. yn 51-8123, was operated by the 
AES, PA ANG. With the O- in the tall 
the aircraft was at least 10 year 
was photographed at Olmstead AFB, PA. 
orange trim from the late 19508-early 
is applied to the nose, wingtips, and 
A red cross is painted on the fins. Only 
si two diit о! the tall number are applied 
nose o he aircraft. Four F-101Bs appear 
background. А С Seely va Sgt D W Menara 


erat and aircrews from the 129th SOS 
Operation Ву! between 22 
ber 1964 and 22 January 1965, when 
Storms inundated California and Ore 
The unt airlifted medical supplies, blan 
food, and four-wheel drive ve 
lol the cites that were completely sur 
by water 
1965, the 120th SOS was scheduled to 
1o Panama for ther summer training 
where they worked with an active duty 
junit he 605th Air Commando Squadron 
is, statoned at Howard AB. Untore 
lorcumstances precluded this deployment 
ol the ANG members had World War 
[combat experience. The experience level. 
ANG aircrew members generally out 
hat oftheir Regular Air Force counter 
(Consequently during 1966 and 1967, the 
int air and ground crews to Hayward for 
wib the 129th SOS, Many missions 
flown to Alaska by the ипи for joint maneu: 
[м the Army Special Forces units 
IIS, he mission was changed to air res- 
the C-119s were replaced by the Lock 
[120 Hercules and helicopters. 


|Special Operations Squadron 
lon SOS from the WV-ANG also per 


special operations with C-119Cs 
jand C-119Ls between 1965 and 1975. 
наз based at Kanawa County Airport 
uation, the squadron operated Helio 
Super Couriers and Sikorsky H-19 


most members of the 130th Air Com: 
{Squadron (ACS) were away at summer 
August 1963, a team went to Mar. 

fo begin ferrying С-1198 from the 
lo Kanawa County Airport. Between 

00 October the members of the 130th 


accepted six of the 167th's C-119s. These air 
craft were later ай judged to be unfit for future 
service and were ferried to Davis-Monthan 
AFB, AZ for salvage. A second lot of C-119s 
was found to be more arworthy and found ther 
way into the inventory of the 130th ACS. 

It was the first such ANG unit to train outside 
of the CONUS. Between 24 January a 


February 1965, the squadron deployed to 
Howard Field, Panama for training. While there, 
the unit conducted jungle survival, air-sea res. 

drops. Four C-119s airlifted 
the U-10Bs and H-19s to Panama. C-121s from 
the 167th also assisted in the airlift. During this 
deployment, the 130th ACS was completely 
self-sustaining. 


A God 


C-119G, s/n 53-7884, was frequently used to 
drop members of the Army's Golden Knights 
parachute demonstration team 

The 130th ACS operated the only known 
ANG C-119C in SoutheastAsia camouflage 
paint, sin 49-156. In addition, it few the only 
known overall black C-119, sin 53-8086. The 


paint reduced its radar signature when used in 
clandostn le is known 

the black bird, except that it had been con 
verted into a C-119L at Kanawa County Airport 
with the help of personnel dispatched from the 
Warner Robins Air Material Center, Robins 
AFB, GA during the winter of 1972-1973. Add 


The 140th AES, PA ANG, flow this MC-119J, sin 
51-8167 from Spaatz Field, PA. The aircraft 
carries taded dayglo orange conspisculty 
markings, a red cross on the tail, and only the 
ast two digits of the tall number on the nose. 


tional modifications included installation of 
special engine exhaust shields and mission 
equipment. Testing was accomplished at 
— AFB, OH. One mission for his 
arcra was nocturnal crowd surveillance and 
control. Cameras and listening devices were 
installed for this mission 

On 8 August 1968, the 120th ACS was redes- 
ignated the 130th Special Operations Squad. 
ron (505) 

The Guard Bureau annually recognizes № 
top unit. During this period, thoro wore 92 unti 
in contention. The 130th SOS was recognized 
as the best flying unit within the Guard during 
1968 and 1970. 

The 130th SOS retired its last C-119 in Octo 
ber 1975. While the C-119 had а 5.000104 
design Ме, the 130th SOS retired one acral 
that had accrued 7,400 lying hours. This is yal 
another testament to the dedication and shil 
level of Reserve Component maintenance pa 
sonnel. During 1963, the 130th SOS bral 
operated six C-119Cs received from the 1678 
AES. These were followed by eight C-1 1808 
that wore flown between 1963 and 1969. Tht 
130th received nine C-119Gs, one of whid 
was salvaged during the first year. The гот 
ing eight C-119Gs were operated Би 
1969 and 1974. These aircraft were ай ОЖ 
verted to C-119Ls. 

The 130th SOS was the last ANG unit to irail 
n out of the C-1198 resulting in the 
being the butt of a number of jokes. Forel 
last hurrah, the 130th deployed their ff 
Boxcars to England in 1975 so that they coil 
participate infield exercises in Germary, 
other units were equipped with the new 
heed C-130 Hercules. During this exercit 
130th SOS flew more tonnage and hadal 
inccommission rate than any other unit 
pating in the exorcise 


The 167th AES from the WV ANG operated 
C-1198, s/n 48.0132. Dayglo paint was carted 


retained. in addition, the black paint in the 
‘engine exhaust areas indicates that the 
‘was powered by the R-4360 engines. The 
airplane was eventually retired to MASDC. 
RC Seely ма MSgt DW Menard 


‘сою, s/n 51-8121, is being parked al 
Floyd Bennett Field on a cold winter's da. 


alfett 


‘contemplating the problems associated 
a imited war and counterinsurgency oper- 
Ralph E Flexman, an Assistant Chief 
at Bell Aerosystems in Buffalo, NY, 
an early proponent of the gunship. On 
ber 1962, Flexman submitted a pro- 
Но Dr Gordon A Extrand with the Behav- 
Sciences Laboratory at Wright Patterson 
ОН The idea was to make an aircraft a lat- 
platform that would ly in a pylon шт 
onol the effectweness of an aircraft 
in antiaircraft suppression opera- 
FFexman had worked with the man who 
be credited with being the father of the. 
Giimour Craig MacDonald. As early 
1942, as а frst lieutenant with the 95th 
Алйегу (AA), MacDonald had proposed 
lan aircraft equipped with aside-fring 
yin a banked circle to suppress enemy 
In September 1961, MacDonald 
ja eutenant colonel in the USAF. He then 
to TAC that aircraft be equipped 
fring rockets or guns. 

brainstorming session at Вой, Flexman 
his theory. The result was the pro- 
ing that an aircraft could spot the 
j immediately roll nio a banked turn to 
he enemy in sight. and then keep the 
under sustained fire without ever losing 
them. Three major problem areas 
Ather investigation, these being: the 
‘of the projectiles as they were fred 
subsequent dispersion, the ability of 
lo aim his lateral weapon and hold the 
and the reaction time required to 
тот staight-and-leve fight to a pylon- 
and testing proved the the- 

маре 


Conversions 
aircraft to be converted into opera- 

were Douglas C-47s. Known as 
ships, the AC-47s went into combat 
th and 14th Air Commando Squad- 
December 1967. These aircraft were 

wth three 7.62mm miniguns. 
1 program consisted of Lock- 


a 7.82mm minigun, and a pair 
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Gunships 


Anumber of C-1 19s also were converted into 
gunships, with the designation of АС-119 
Shadow, under Project Combat Hornet. These. 
‘modifications were accomplished under the 
Gunship Ill project. The АС-119 were about 25 
per cent more effective than the earlier AC-475. 
Two versions of Shadows were developed: the 
AC-119G had four 7.62 mm miniguns installed 
in a basic С-1190; while the AC-119K had an 
‘additional pair of 20mm Vulcans and jet pods 
for added power. A total of 26 AC-119Gs was 
produced between 21 May and 22 October 
1968. Another 26 aircraft were converted into 
AC-119K between 14 October 1968 and 31 
March 1969. These conversions were accom- 
plished by the Fairchild-Hiller Corporation at 
their St Augustine, FL facility. 


The AC-119G Shadow was modified to 
incorporate the installation of four MXU-470/A 
module 782mm guns, a LAU-74/A flare 
launcher, fire control computer, lead comput 
ing optical gunsight, fire control display, night 
‘observation sight (NOS), iluminator, and addi 
tional navigational and communications equip- 
ment. Armor plating was added in the floor in 
critical areas only so as to control the weight of 
the aircratt. The existing Solar APP was 
replaced by a 60 КУА Garrett Industries auxi 
lary power unit (APU), the latter being installed 
in the cargo compartment on the right side. 
New ducting was provided for the APU air inlet 
and exhaust outlet. The design gross weight of 
the airplane was 64,000 Ib. The basic crew con- 
sisted of a pilot, co-pilot, navigator/salety ofi- 


LOCATION OF ELECTRICAL 
EQUIPMENT (Typical) 
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scanned. 
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сег, fight mechanic, illuminator operator, two 
‘gunners, and the NOS operator. 

Gunship performance differences are shown 
in this table. 


Ac Endurance Max TOW Елде Ои Cimb 
047 Shou g 

Кб 65hus Gob * 

ACIK SOhws АЮЫ — SOM 
ACINA бюл 124200 ОРМ 

* Unsatisfactory at combat gross weight 


The AC-119K Stinger was made from the 
C-119G brought up to the AC-119G standard 
‘and then further modified. A pair of 2,850-Ibst 
General Electric J85-GE-17 turbojets wer 
added under the wings. A pair of M61A1 
20mm Vulcans were added. The Texas Instru- 
ments AN/AAD-4 FLIR was installed along 
with a Motorola AN/APO-133 side-looking 
beacon tracking radar, a Texas Instruments 
АМАРО-136 search radar with a moving tar- 
got indicator mode, and an AN/APN-147 
Doppler terrain following radar. With ай of 
these modifications, the AC-119K weighed in 
‘at 8040010 maximum gross ramp (ground) 
weight. A major weight reduction program. 
was instituted to get the aircraft at this weight. 
Three-bladed Hamilton Standard propellers 
later replaced the four-bladed propellers. 

А major concern arose over crew survival 
due to the lack of cabin smoke evacuation in 
the event of a magnesium flare igniting. The 
requirement was for the smoke to be evacu- 
ated within 10 seconds. The AC-47 Spooky had 
‘such a system; therefore the USAF believed 
Fairchild-Hiller would have no problems adapt- 
ing such a system for the AC-119s. On 19 April 
1968, USAF officials informed the company 
that they were dissatisfied with potential defi- 
ciencies in the system and the contractor's atti- 
tude toward fulfiling the requirement. Testing 
supported the Air Force's position and reluc- 


тта Farchid C82 4 0-119 


(eft) and the AC-119K (right). 


tantly the contractor made the requisite adjust- 
‘ments. The system consisted of a set of air 
‘scoops in the forward cabin and spoilers in the 
aft fuselage. Installation of this simple fix ended 
26 months of strained relations between the 
USAF and Fairchid-Hiller over this matte. 

The frst AC-119G, serial number 53-8069, 
was accepted by the USAF at Robins AFB, 
Georgia on 19 May 1968. The first AC-119K, 
‘serial number 53-7877, was accepted in the 
‘same year. 


AC-119 Missions 
'АС-1195 were capable of performing the tol- 
lowing seven missions: 

Amed Reconnaissance: The AC-119Ks 
would be assigned an area to search and have 
the authority to strike valid targets discovered 
within the area. 

Close Support: The АС-1198 could provide 
‘supporting fire and ilumination for extended 
periods to ground units and static positions. 
These operations required reliable communica- 
tions with friendly ground forces. Offset dis- 
tances in excess of 300 meters were not 
recommended. After making a few fring passes, 
pilots had to reset their gyro compass to pre- 
clude precession in the instrument from affect- 
ing both offset fring and wind correction. The. 
АМАРО-113 radar and offset computer permit- 
ted the АС-19 to deliver firepower under 
adverse weather conditions with low ceiings. 

Convoy Escort: These missions were рге- 
planned between both the gunship crew ала 
the convoy commander. The АС-119 would fly 
irregular patterns over and ahead of the con- 
Voy, while staying alert for evidence of enemy 
activity, movement, or possible ambush. Plots. 
maintained proper fring altitudes above the 
ground and the entire crew was prepared юг 
immediate action. If the convoy was large, one. 
rear scanner would have the primary responsi- 
bity of rear element safety for the convoy, 
including watching for stragglers. If the gun- 


ship was working with a forward air 
(FAC), both the aircrew and FAC would 
‘same radio frequency. И possible, the 


applied in the case of a surprise ambush 
‘enemy. Clearance to fire came from. 
FAC or the convoy commander. The. 
‘commander would assess the enemy 
and defenses, and consider asking for 
from other strike aircraft in the area 
F-105 or F-4). When operating at night 
blacked-out convoy or И the convoy’ 
ing under heavy foliage, homing 
be employed. 

Train Escort: While basically the 
‘convoy escort, special considerations 
be given to train escort. Trains are 


‘vulnerable to guerrilla activity. 
the speed and size of the train its 
tance is time-consuming. 

Naval Escort: Flotilas of barges 
native boats made up water convoys! 
have required gunship escort. While 
dures are similar to convoy and train 


Fares could also be used to illuminate 
к= round forces or other strike aircraft 
74/A flare dispenser could accommo- 
o 24 ares. И was recommended that 
cher be used instead of hand-throwing 
The latter procedure could result in. 


Wing, a Reserve unit at Bakalar AFB, 
iacivated on 13 May 1968. By 15 June 
'Squadron and its 18 C-119Gs moved 
AFB, OH, for training in gunship 

by the 4413th Combat Crew Train- 
(CCTS). Upon this relocation, the 

p Carrier Squadron (TCS) was redes- 
as the 71st Air Commando Squadron 
Jn less than a month, on 8 July 1968, 
again redesignated as the 71st Spe- 
Squadron (SOS). By 21 

the unit had 24 fully formed crews. 
was delayed as Headquar- 

‘mulled over whether to send the 
into combat or wait until the newer 


Ks were available. The decision came 


down advising that the 71st SOS with its 
 AC-119Gs would deploy to Southeast Asia. Оп 
5 December 1968, Lt Col John W Lewis and his 
crew departed Lockbourne AFB for Nha Trang 
АВ, South Vietnam. Formal orders were 
received, and on 9 December other elements of 
the 71st boarded Lockheed C-141 Starters 
headed for Southeast Asia. By 25 December all 
‘elements of the unit had departed Lockboume. 
An enroute stop in the Philippines allowed air- 
‘crews to attend the PACAF Jungle Survival 
School (affectionately called the snake school). 
The 71st SOS's higher headquarters would 
become the 14th Special Operations Wing 
(SOW) at Nha Trang AB. 

The initial aircraft were flown from Lock- 
Боите AFB to the Fairchic-Hiller plant in St. 
‘Augustine, FL to prepare the aircraft for the 
long ferry fight to South Vietnam. The major. 
‘modifications consisted of removal of the four 


Antenna locations on the AC-119G. 


‘of 500-gallon auxiliary fuel tank. With 12 years 
of experience with the C-119s, the Reservists 
‘developed their own ferry kits, allowing them to 
deploy with relative ease. Engine changes 
were required at Tinker AFB, OK and Wake 
Island for two of the airplanes. The ferry route 
was around 9,800 nautical miles long, requiring 
10 legs, and 72 flight hours; and made the fol- 
lowing stops: England AFB, LA; March AFB, 
CA; McClellan AFB, CA; McChord AFB, WA; 
Eimendor AFB, AK; NAS Adak, АК; Midway 
Island; Wake Island; Andersen AFB, Guam; 
Clark AFB, Philippines; and Nha Trang AB, 
Republic of Vietnam. Deployment data for the 
7st SOS: 


Departure Date Атна Date Alera SN 
ms мш бз 
4019 2639190 лы 
тй 2501190 59300 
5Dec 1968 жш 59310 
80ec 1968 273әл19 508080 
SD! 300199 593178 
100ec1968 жю 595006 
10Dec 1968. 533196 
О ют 
18 Dec 1968 Bini 52507 
жй Юж 52502 
Tm) 22581190 505805 
юн dan1 525080 
14an 1989 syst 
pM. 52306 
24 Jan 1989 samo 
y usio бла 
oa 


Lı Со! Donald Beyl, Commander of the 930th 
Consolidated Aircraft Maintenance Squadron 
at Lockbourne AFB, OH, was assigned as the 
‘Advanced Echelon (ADVON) commander 
when the 71st SOS deployed to Southeast 
Asia. 

The 71st SOS operated out of three locations. 
in South Vietnam, isted in the table below. 

The AC-119G Shadow would navigate to а 
patrol box via TACAN with a ground radar 
backup. Within the patrol box, a Shadow would 
maintain a S00f terrain clearance while search- 
ing for a target. Upon acquisition, the target 
would be marked and its coordinates relayed to 
a controling agency with a request to fir 
Upon gaining clearance, the Shadow would 
cimb to 3,500, bank into a let orbit, and сот. 
тепсе firing. 

initial operations with the AC-119Gs were 
flown by the 71st SOS. Advanced elements of 


p uw мамот 
MeTay)B ла506н0 
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Pan fang BAK H 
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‘Commander Operations Officer 
{10 Donald F Beyi 
Ca James E Pyle Col Warren L Johnson 
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the 71st SOS 
December 1968. The first aircraft arrived on 27 
December 

The first мее mission with the AC-119G 
was flown as a demonstration off the coast of 
Nha Trang. The crew of nine consisted of five 
officers, the fight engineer, lluminator opera 
tor, and two gunners. In addition, six observers 
on the aircraft brought the total o 15 souls on 
board. For this demonstration, a small one. 
тап Мо raft was dropped into the water. A pen. 
etration was made into the fring orbit. Only two 
of the miniguns were on line as Lt Col Donald 
Bey! locked onto the target. With the first burst. 
the raft was shredded 

The 71st SOS began operational sorties and. 
combat evaluation that were accomplished 


120 Faichid 


ac 


March 1969. Lt Со 
craft commander o 
tt made its debut in 
The air 


between 5 January ar 
Donald F Веу! was the 
AC-1196, 
combat on 5 January as Shadow 41 
craft ted off at 2226 № 


mission, and expended 1,300 rounds of 
7 62mm minigun ammunition 

Officer crew aboard Shadow 41 for both the 
demonstration fight and the first combat mis- 


Sion on January 1971 were Lt Col Harold E 
Mitchell, instructor Pilot; Lt Col Donald F Bey. 
Pilot: Maj Herman A Heuss, Co-piot, Capt 
Wiliam R Joyce Jr, Navigator; Capt Robert 
Busse, Student Navigator 

и Col Mitchell, the 
Director of Operation: 
AC-119G, but ha 


SOW Assistant 
C-119 experience that 


This was the business side of the four side- 
firing 7.62mm miniguns installed in the lf side 
о! both the AC-119Gs and AC-119Ks. Each gun 
coud fire 6,000 rounds per minute. USAF 


The first AC-119K was delivered to the USAF on 
24 September 1968, at St Augustine, FL. A pair 
о! General Electric J85 Jet pods were added lo 
the aircraft. The large protuberance on the aft 
fuselage was the AN/APO-133 tracking beacon 
USAF via Ar Force Association 


permitted him to serve as an Instructor Plot Bf 
way of note, he was the aircraft commande af 
Pelican 9 that snared the first space caps 
(seo Chapter 13) 

During the night of 9/10 May 1969, Lt Col Ea 
W Scott, commander of Shadow 62, was opi 
ating in a sector in support of ARVN troops. T 
command post ordered Shadow 62 to дери 
the area because a B-52 Arc Light mission Wal 
scheduled for the area. A heated exchange fok 
lowed over the radio as Lt Col Scott ried cod 
the command post that he Wil 
protecting mendies Finally the command рай 
acquiesced and the Arc Light mission was radi 
rected to a secondary target. For thai 
that night, the crew of Shadow 62 recehedl 
Letter of Appreciation signed by Gen George 
Brown, Seventh Air Force Commander, 
William К Bush, Commander, and Col 
Deputy Commander for Operation 
the 14 SOW. The letter read in part 


H Ginn 


placed in a unique situation, Lt Col Sca 
his crew did not respond routinely. 
instead, properly analyzed tho danger 


friendly ground forces and made the 
known. At the risk of censure, they 
unti corrective action was taken. The v 
ver judgment has since been established 
there can be lite doubt that a potentially 
situation was averted. 

The first 71st SOS ship to sustain 
trom enemy fire was 52-5927, which pi 
two bullet holes on 7 March 1959. Five 
‘gunships were damaged in May. Four ott 
craft recewed minor damage while fying 
sions on 1, 6, 11 and 22 May. The mosti 
damage occurred when a gunship Юй) 
rounds of 12.7mm fire that put 19 holen 
fuselage, resulting in minor injury to ani 
duty gunner flying with the Reserve aia 

Two instances of damage to the ACH 
occurred while the aircraft were onthe 
Minor damage was incurred by one. 
from A Flight when it was struck by si 
о! 75mm recoilless rifle fre on 24 Januari 
craft 52-5907 was struck by ricocheting 
fragments at Phan Rang AB on 22 
Ninety minutes later the aircraft took 
defense of its base. 

The aft cabin of the gunships was opati 
drafty resulting in gunners and i 
experiencing numerous head colds, 
ear infections, and back ailments 
nesses precluded them from fying of 
occasions, resulting in an increased 


being imposed on well суге The 


by 
alfett: 


yas о add battles and windscreens in the aft 
tab so as lo afford the personnel a less drafty 
nronment. As a result of the modifications 
fe tme lost for related aliments decreased by 
колла 50%. 

On one mission, a Shadow had а fare mis 
resting in the parachute being wrapped 
und the boom and stabilizer. The fare 
erey burned the boom. Some of the active- 
(у maintenance personnel on the base rec- 
[emmended replacing the boom and ordered a 
[teu part The savvy reservist sheet metal tech 
cans opted to repair the boom Within a few 

the aiplane was back on tying status 

Bera months later а spare boom arrived at 

фе base and may have never been used, only 
jbo lettin country after the war. 

fh one instance, a Shadow was directed 

(8 an outpost near Dak To. The ground 

was under fre, Enemy mortar rounds hit 

the command post and probed the 

tv. When the Shadow it up the area, the 

withdrew, without even receiving a sin 
und from tho gunship 

aw Рек AB, a Shadow red on a sus 

enemy тоор concentration and storage 
The attack set of ВО secondary explosions. 
another instance, a Shadow aided a US 
jut hat was pinned down by enemy fre. 
the Shadow attack, the ground unit's 
operator told the story: "Thanks a lot 
you made my trip home possible 
[Dne туч an American doctor was operating 
South Vietnamese soicier when the com 
came under enemy attack. A generator 
М and all of the lights went out. An 
JIG few in and it up the area wth ts one- 
Sepower iluminator, exposing tlt 
potential of enemy gun fre. The opera 
ми successtlly completed thanks to the 
ol the Shadow 
six months of operation in Southeast 
(Be 71st SOS lef this impressive record of 


Jeaving Southeast Asia, members of the 
were awarded 117 Air Medals and 
Heart In addition, nominations were 
Air Medals, 143 Distinguished Flying 


Crosses, 18 Bronze Stars, 47 Air Force Сот 
mendation Medals, and a second Purple Heart. 
The 71st SOS was also nominated for the Air 
Force Outstanding Unit Award. On the depar- 
ture of the 7151 SOS, MG Royal N Baker, Sev- 
enih AF Commander, stated: They've come 
from cihan ide. worked wth a new weapon sys- 
tem, brought it into the country, and have done 
a tremendous об since they ve been here. 

On 1 June 1969, the 17th SOS was activated 
and replaced the 71st SOS which returned to 
the United States. While the AC-119Gs рег 
formed satstactoniy in all mission categones 
except forward air controling, it was cited for 
being rather slow, hard to maneuver, and vut- 
erable to enemy fre The latter shortcoming 
prevented the AC-119G from being a good for. 
ward ar control arcraft The gross weight ofthe 
aircraft held its mission flying time to about six 
hours. Because the aircraft lacked an all 
weather capability, It would be ineffective in fog 
or haze. While the target lluminator worked 
well ts relabsity fell when а encountered main 
tenance problems. As a final note of s evalua 
ton. it was recommended that the aircraft not 
бе deployed into a hugh-threat environment 


Regular Air Force Gunship Assignments 
The Shadows served with two squadrons in 
Southeast Asia. The 17th SOS, headquartered 


at Phan Rang, operated the AC-119Gs; while 
the 18th SOS, also at Phan Rang, flew the 
AC-119Ks. The 17th and 18th SOSs along with 
the AC-47-equipped 4th SOS, all reported to the 
14th SOW at Nha Trang, which in turn reported 
1o Headquarters 7th Air Force at Tan Son Nhut 

Each squadron had three flights that were. 
distributed as shown herein during November 
1969. 


No ol Arca 
Pran Rang 1 
AR Тун акл 
ВР Pran fang таслав 
CRM! Тәләт 50% 
Pran Rang n 
Danang BAC Y 
Рыси ACK 
CF Phan Rang ACK 


By mid-1970, the АС-119 gunship basing was 
as shown 


Noo Arat 


Base 
Pran Rang AB, AYN TACTO AACN 
Pru Cat AB RYN SAC1196 

Son Nhu AB, RN бб 
Da Nang AB, RYN элк 
som RTAFB,Thatans ЗАСАЖ 


On 29 December 1970, A Fight, 17th SOS was 
inactivated at Phu Cat and its personnel and 
aircraft were reassigned to В Flight at Phan 
Rang, 

At the end of the year in 1970, the gunships 
were located as shown, 


Base No ot Arca 


Prun Rang AB БУМ 
Tan Son Мл AB, RN 
han Rang AB, RAN 


Call Sign Commotion 
The 18th SOS was given its choice of three сай 


signs: Gun Shy, Poor Boy, and Charlie Brown 
They picked the latter as the least of the evis 
ıt was soon leamed that the 366th Tactical 
Fighter Wing had an unused callsign: Stinger 
With the backing of the 14th SOW, the 18th 
505 made a claim for the callsign 

Earlier, the 17th SOS had an even greater 
indignation bestowed upon them. They were 
issued the callsign Creep. A great commotion 
arse and the was 
Shadow, in keeping with their mission. 


calisign changed to 


— — 
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Command and Control 
Overall American operations in Southeast Asia 
the Commander, United States 
Assistance Command, Vietnam 
(COMUSMACV); whereas USAF Command 
and Control stemmed from the Commander о! 
the Seventh Air Force. Command flowed down 
through the Seventh Air Force Deputy Chief of 
Staff - Operations, then the Director of Combat 
Operations. Next Command Control 
branched to the combat wings and the Air 
bome Battlefield Command and Control Center 
(ABCCC). 
peratons were planned and packaged 
by the Directory of Combat Operations and 
resulted in an Air Tasking Order (ATO) that 
!nance load, tar 
0908), radio frequencies, and package routes 
Ап АВССС that coordinated, directed. 
controlled ай air strikes. FACS were the on-site 
eyes for the АВССС 
for the ABCCCs: 


craft typ 


These were the 


овун Ops 


The unsophisticated North Vietnamese and 
Viet Cong forces were quite capable о! ш 
cepting unencrypted radio transmissions. Oval 
time, secure-voice equipment was provided 
the units operating in SEA. 

‘One night an AC-119 was receiving a haa 
dose of AAA fre. The crew called the second sil 
in their fight and advised of the conditions. TW 
second ship replied that they had fighter esca 
The pilots of the second ship disguised thal 
voices and stated that they were the escort раде 
age. They went on to state that they were amad 
with new ‘atomic bullets’. Alley Caf chimed naf 
asked who the fighters were - they were nol a 
ol the ATO. The two enterprising airmen mu 
bled that Alley Cat was breaking up. cid ma 
ter that Aey Cat was not hip to the program, iil 
ruse worked. The enemy picked up the tang 
mission and wanted no part of the 'alomic bl 
lets’, The ААА fre ceased! 


АС-1190 Shadow Casualties 
The 17th SOS experienced it frst bate da 
age on 6 August 1969, when four ships 
hits. Another aircraft sustained 50 само hil 
in one engine and the fuselage, 

The frst 17th SOS aircraft to bo lost wil 
Shadow 76 on 11 October 1969. The мй 
crashed on take-f rom Tan Son Nhu. wii 
crew members being killed and the ai 
boing destroyed 

Another AC-119G sustained одела 
age when its right landing gear collapsed 
landing at Chu Lai AB. 

A second 17th SOS AC-119G was lost on 
Apri 1970, when tho aircraft crashed on 
from Tan Son Nhu AB, kiling six of ho eight 
members. As a result of this crash, ho Ar 
reduced the maximum gross take-of weh 
cuttng back on both fuel and amr 
"hereby permting the arcra о achieve a 1i 
per minute rate of сит on a singe eng. 


Cambodian Operations. 
The AC-119G Shadows joined in the Dufeil 
Uni Systems Evaluation of now airborne 

‘ment used to monitor signals trom grounds 
sors. Between 3 April and 31 May 1970 
gunships from Tan Son Nhut AB card 
portable UHF receiver that was сарае 
receiving, decoding, and displaying the 
signals and audio transmissions, On 18 
Shadow 77 detected signals that signified 
ment in a sensor field. The gunship fred 
6.000 7.62mm rounds into the area. Tha 
might signals were again detected in the 


portions of the dorsal fins and vertical fis, 
USAF катта 


This complementary right side view of 
‘AC-11196, s/n 52-5927, shows more of the 


Asia, Seano Musou of Fight 


and another 28,500 rounds were fired. The 
also participated in an airstrike in the 
that night. A subsequent ground sweep 
150 enemy dead. Seventeen more 
oops were captured, as were nine crew. 
weapons and 67 individual weapons. As 
the new equipment was recommended 
standard installation on the АС-1195. 
‘States and South Vietnamese forces 
into Cambodia on 1 May 1970. They 
а dual objective. One was to shore up the 
Cambodian army engaged with North 
units and the other was to destroy 
жету forces and supplies that had been 
for some time in numerous border base 


‘The AC-1199 were called in to support 
(operation. In anticipation of the support 


especialy in the Parro's Beak 
tool Cambodia west of Saigon), the gun 
here moved to Tan Son Nhut and Phan 
Jon 3 May 1970. 
fist priority ofthe redeployed gunships 
ihe support of troops engaged with the 
in Cambodia followed in succession by 
escort and armed reconnaissance. On 
occasions AC-119G support of 
forces under night attack resuitedin the 
— 
the gunships would depart on а 
mission and coordinate with Army forces 
'alery clearances. Such practices 
necessitated the gunships making 
changes inorder to avoid guns that had 
shut down. With the new act 
элеу clearances were obtained 
fake of, thereby allowing the АС-1195 
fine over the target 
shortages in the Cambodian cap: 
‘of Phnom Penh necessitated extra 
dor both road and river convoys. An 
co package from all three services 
by the Seventh Air Force in 
ol Navy convoys plying the Mekong 
Ао Amy light fre team consisting of a 
{control helicopter, a pair of 
[Cobra helicopter gunships and two light 
heicopters (LOACHes) ew escort 
ding daylight hours. This escort 
between the convoy and their 


home base at Chi Lang. At night the Navy рго- 
vided two UH-1Bs and two OV-10As (Black 
Ponies) for low-alttude coverage. This Navy 
team cycled from their command-and-control 
vessel anchored in the Mekong River at Tan 
Chau in South Vietnam. Ай the while, the con- 
voy was also escorted by an AC-119G circling 
the convoy at 3,5004. 

Road convoys were also escorted by the 
Shadow gunships, ether alone or with the assis- 
tance of forward air controller (FAC) aircraft 
When working together, а FAC aircraft would 
‘search for enemy ambush preparations along 
the route of the convoy, while the gunship ew in 
а large eliptical orbit. On 30 June 1971, a 51 
‘tuck convoy left Phnom Penh along Route 4 
towards Kompong Som. Enemy movement was. 
‘Spotted north of Route 4 by a FAC aircraft. The 
FAC crew anticipated an ambush and requested 
ıa strike aircraft. An AC-119G was diverted for the 
‘operation. A recheck of the area by the FAC con- 
firmed his suspicions and the gunship was 
cleared for an attack. The gunship opened up 
with 7.62mm fire that was countered from the. 
ground. Then the AC-119G saturated the area. 
with fro until the last truck had cleared the area, 
marking another success forthe gunships. 

Armed reconnaissance missions by the 
AC-119Gsin Cambodia concentrated on trucks. 
and river sampans. The 7.62mm miniguns on 
the AC-119Gs had itle effect on the sampan 
armor. in July 1970, AC-1 19K with their 20mm. 
armor-piercing incendiary cannon were able to 
sink the sampans: however, they found that 
20mm high-explosive incendiary rounds were 
ineffective. The crews of the AC-119Gs 
obtained 7.62mm armor-piercing incendiaries 
from the US Army and were able to improve 
their effectiveness against the targets and had 
the added benefit of gauging their accuracy. 

The Cambodian area was lightly defended 
and smali-caliber fre resulted in no gunship 
losses. As a result, the AC-119Gs and some 
AC-119Ks began daylight interdiction. 

Between 5 May and 30 June 1970, the 
AC-119 gunships flew 178 sorties in support of 
US ground operations in Cambodia. The gun- 
ships continued their support of Cambodian 
and South Vietnamese forces in the area 


between July 1970 and March 1971, destroying 
ог damaging 609 enemy vehicles, destroying 
237 sampans and damaging another 494, and 
kiling 3,151 enemy troops. 


Combat King 

The AC-119K had suffered serious delays in 
their conversion due to the technical complex: 
ity oftheir system. One of the most critical was 
the development of the Texas instruments For 
ward-Looking Infra Red (FUR). By the end of 
October 1968, it was apparent that the first 18 
AC-t19Ks would be delivered with only the 
basic components to accommodate and sup- 
port the FUIR. The first FUR was scheduled to 
reach Fairchild-Hiller in June 1968, but did not 
arrive unti 3 May 1969. Initial testing com: 
тепсе on 30 May. The last FLIR for the pro- 
gram arrived in April 1970. 

Three AC-119Ks, without the FLIR, wore 
deployed to Southeast Asia for combat evalua: 
tion. These aircraft were forced to fly the 
AC-119G mission profile until the FUIR could be 
installed 


Laotian Operations 
In the beginning of 1970, an enemy offensive 
took a heavy toll on Meo General Vang Pao's 
forces in northern Laos. Consequently, with 
PACAF's permission, the Seventh Air Force 
deployed AC-119Ks to Udom АТАЕВ, Thai 
land, to support Operation Barre! Roll during 
February's high moon phase. Three AC-119Ks 
with four crews and 30 maintenance personnel 
left Phu Cat AB, on 15 February 1970, for a trial 
operation, Their mission would be armed 
reconnaissance along Routes 7 and 61 in Bar- 
rel Ной and secondarily to provide support to 
Lima sites under attack. Their first mission was 
flown on 17 February. Their test deployment 
was to be from 17-27 February. The gunship 
Operations soon intensified to counter an 
enemy offensive into the Plain of Jars. At the 
end of the gunships’ 10-day test period, Sev- 
егїһ Air Force ordered an extension unti 2 July. 
The AC-119Ks significantly strengthened the 
Allied efforts in northern Laos. By 21 March the 
Stinger strength increased to four aircraft, 
‘seven crews, and 40 maintenance personnel. 
‘Scanned 
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Charlie Chasers was AC-119G, sin 52-5892, 
‘operated by the 17th SOS from Phu Cat AB, 

‘South Vietnam. This ship was photographed on 
20 September 1970. МЕ Taylor va USAF Museum 


AC-119K, sin 53-3187, as she appeared at an 
‘open house at McClellan AFB, CA, on 7 October 
1972. The tall number is changed trom 0-23206 
in red to AF/53 187 in white. The sircrat 
devoid of any unit markings. Fresh paint 
obliterates the former шой insignia forward ol 
the “CUT MERE" marks. To the rear is C-124A.0L, 
‘in 51-0175 trom the AFRES. МӘЛ D W Monard 


tanks. The Stinger crew called for FAC verifies 
ın and got confirmation that there were two 
tanks on the road. Until now no tanks had been 
destroyed by gunships. 
Anearby AC-130 Spectre begged Alley Carl 
get but they were denied. The Stinger had 
found the target and they would have frst di 
on t. Soon three more tanks rolled out of sme 
road, making five. Three mot 
an intersection further up 
the road. Now there were eight tanks, The FAG 
they 


were Soviet PT-76 light amphibious tanks. He 


alled for the Stinger to take ош the tanks. 
The Stinger rolled into its fring orbit and 
followed 

the 20mm cannon. Next the crew opened f 
ge of a mix of armor pit 
al tracer round 

The lead tank was stopped dead and a set 
followed. Then, the trag 

ank was taken out, effectively boxing in f 
AAA became more intense and 

the AC-119 began rolling in and out of it oi 
Нод thal Operation Lam Son 71 оо avoid being hit. Soon ай eight Soviet PTA 


in June, Seventh Air F 


PACAF allow the gunships to remain at Udorn The Republic of Vietnam A anks had been destroyed, 

RTAFB for an additional 120 дау a major nonse The crew that night consisted of those pib 
During Operation Barre! Roll, AC-119K die between 30 January inel: Maj Earl R Glass, PloUArcr 
Stingers were responsible for 70 per cent ofthe Dubbed Operation La ander; Maj Edward J Kroon, Ма 

enemy trucks destroyed in eastern and later was designed to cut th perator; Maj Boyd E Philips, Na 

northern Laos, thus making the gunship the Enemy antiaircraft fre wa or Operator: Maj Douglas A Frost, Navi 

number one truck-kllerin the operat heavy. One night an AC-119K a sensor Operator, 1Lt Charles T Tony Rob 
During Operation Stee! Tiger, the FAC were teamed together. The Jr, Co-pilot; TSg Herbert S Simons, Fig 

were credited with destroying 2.125 trucks began taking on heavy AAA fire Engineer. SSot Raymond Garcia, Gunner: SA 
ing one month. The AC-119K flew four sorties called in and said he would bring h Wiliam O Petne, lliuminator Oporator/Scanneg 

per night during the operation in southern Lacs. into action. The FAC turne Sgt Thomas E Nolan, Gunner; АТС Stephani 
In December 1970 a single AC-119K set an КУ ате them on the McCloskey, Gunner 

all-time record for ving 29 tru It was a known fa harles T Tony Robertson retired as ag 


eral and CINCAMC/CINCUSTRANSCOM. Up 
as the last Regular Air Foi 

ню have flown the C-119. 

During Operat 


damaging another 6 


hip spotted his retirement, he 


lectvely bagged 312 trucks and damaged 

another 196. During the fir 

these figures rose to 1,845 

aged, On 28 February 1971, the St 

credited with destroying six РТ. 
able reveals the relative effectiveness of calis 

the three aircraft types as truck hunters ате 


ın Lam Son 7 


19, Speco 
gors had these tank kil tallies. 


Arch Engagements Юн 


Th 


* n 


m Trucks Destoyed Damaged Laos. 
те Per Satie PerTnek ighiad һр crew 


өн orbi above 


E y anc Stinger Casualties 


from a combat mission. The final 
had gone normally unti the landing 
and flaps were lowered about two miles 
Jalan atitude of 500-600ft. Apparently fuel 
caused a sudden loss of power Кот 
the jet and reciprocating engine on the loft 
| hereby precluding the pilot from main 
directional control of the aircraft. While. 
rcra was destroyed, all crew members. 
ly escaped with only minor injuries 
An AC-119K was lost, severely damaged 
а 37mm round shattered the nose sec- 
as Ihe aircraft worked an area а few miles 
io Ban Bak, Laos. The crew was able to 
Ihe aircraft back to Da Nang. 
second AC-119K from the 18th SOS was. 
Jon the night of 6 June 1970, when its pro 
тап away shortly after take-off from Da. 
The стен safely bailed out when the sit- 
deteriorated and the aircraft crashed in 
бол China Sea. 
[Mibaicrat fre experienced by the АС-130 
led to the use of F-4s as escorts. A sim. 
practice was instituted for the AC-119Ks, 
360 Tactical Fighter Wing (TFW) at Da 
provided an F-4 Phantom as a constant 
{for tho Stingers on their armed recon- 
fights. At the peak of the truck-hunt. 
jason, the 366th TFW averaged six sorties. 
night. 
the night of 8 May 1970, an AC-119K 
fom Udom RTAFB was heavily dam- 
by ant-arcrat tre. The record of its mis 
lows: ‘Capt Alan D Milacek and his 
стем had boon reconnoitering a heav- 
Toad section near Ban Ban, Laos, 
hey discovered, attacked, and destroyed 
fucks. Capt James А Russell and Capt 
С Jones, the sensor operators, located 
тоге trucks. As the aircraft banked into 
‘orb, six enemy positions opened up 
ia barrage of AA ће, The co-pilot, Capt 
А O'Bron, cleared the fighter escort for 
and the gunship circled as the F4s. 
lo suppress the AA fire. Amid the heavy 
fre, Captain Mitacek resumed the attack 
another truck. At 0100, just about 2 
into the mission, "the whole cargo com- 
Mt up” as enemy rounds tore into the 
Might wing. A “sickening right dive of 
ensued and Milacek called “May- 
y, we're дойт in." He shouted orders 
Adolfo Lopez Jr. the 10 (luminator 
lo jettison the fare launcher. 


‘Capt Miacek directed the entire crew to get 
ready for instant bailout. As the gunship dropped 
about 1.0008 within seconds, Capts Miacek and 
О Bren pooled their strength to рий the aircraft 
out of ts dive. By using fulHeft rudder, fulliet 
aileron, and maximum engine power on the two 
пом engines, they regained stabilized fight. The 
fullengine power fueled 2.38 exhaust fames 
torchights for enemy gunners as the crippled 
‘Stinger desperately headed for friendly territory 
The navigator, Capt Roger E Clancy, gave the 
correct heading but warned that they were too 
low to clear a range of mountains towering 
between them and safety. What's more, the crew 
discovered that fuel consumption would likely 
mean dry tanks before reaching base. 

The crew tossed out every possible item to 
lighten the load and the arcraft slowly climbed 
ю 10,0001. TSgt Albert A Nash, the fight eng 
neer. reported the fusl-consumption rate had 
been reduced. Capt Milacek elected to land the 
damaged plane and when he approached the 
base area he ran a careful check of the con- 
trols. He found that almost tulet rudder and 
aileron would allow him to keep control. With 
‘uncertain fap damage, Milacek chose a по Лар 
landing approach at 150 knots (normally 117 
knots). Utlizing every bit of his pilot skill he 
landed the plane. Upon leaving the Stinger, the 
crow saw about one third of the right wing (а 
140 section and aileron) had been tom off. 

During а ceremony held at the Pentagon on 
5 August 1971, Gen John D Ryan, USAF Chief 
of Staff, presented Capt Miacek and his crew 
the Mackay Trophy for "the most moritorious. 
fight of the year 


Mekong River Convoy Escort 
During early January 1971, the American 
Embassy in Phnom Penh, Khmer Republic 
(Cambodia) expressed considerable concern 
over the POL shortages resulting from enemy 
attacks on commercial shipping vessels plying 
the Mekong River in Cambodia. During this 
period. land Route 4 from the port city of Kom. 
pong Som had been closed, further exacerbat 
ing the situation. А request was made for convoy 
protection between Tan Chau, on the Viet- 
namese border, to Phnom Penh, The appro 
‘mately 70-mile long meandering river between 
the two cities was within easy range of Viet Cong 
rockets and recoiless rifles. Depending upon 
the season, the width of the river was betwoon 
300 and 2,000 meters, An agreomont was 
achieved between the US, Cambodia, and the 
Republic of Vietnam to provide convoy support 

Vessels between 4,000 and 6,000 tons nor 
‘mally plied the Mekong River, and the Defense 
Inteligence Agency believed that the Mekong 
could easily be blocked by sinking of just one 
of these boats, Viet Cong attacks averaged 
three per month; however between 17 and 30 
January 1971, there wore ten attacks, 

To counter the threat, an armed поа of 
‘eleven vessels was added to the convoy. For a 
convoy of ten commercial vessels, the Пома 
consisted of four mechanized landing craft 
modified as minesweepers, a pair ol river patrol. 
‘boats, a command and control boat, one mech- 
anized landing craft converted into а heavy 
weapons platform, and three amphibious 
‘assault patrol boats, In addition, a pair of river 
patrol boats provided protection for each ship. 


Ferdi сага 0-119 
Ifet ) 


A third group of support vessels consisted ola the Vietnamese 


command and control boat forthe deputy con- the C 
voy operations commander, a pair of amphibi- 6,000 hours wi 
ous assault patrol boats, and five armored t hours. The average Ате 
carriers, The latter carried Republic of Vietnam 80 

and Cambodian ground troops who could be ing into the C-119. Notwith 
brought ashore if required. Lastly, ground патезер, 

troops were dispersed along the banks of the weather capat 
vide additional surveillance and pro- the Vietnamese pilots gaine 
mercial vessels, а C-119 and their familar 


craft. On occasion, just the noise and presence 
ol a gunship had such an adverse psychological 
effect on the enemy that they might opt not to 
ambush a convoy, The C-119 gunships proved 
their worth ın the war in Southeast Asia. They few 
g the Viet- cover for both troops and convoys, and wei 
responsible for destroying numerous enemy 

= were lacking. Gradually trucks and sampans bringing reinforcement 
aft had returned to fy int 
fy with the terrain вес for which it was neve 

at night quicker intended and yet stil performed the job wel 

Known named AC-119 gunships. Names 

g the initial and nose ап were only briefly used becausi 
'estated to attack a the markings were found to be easily ilum 


river to pi experience in the into the war. This a 


tection. To escort ten 
total of 46 Republic of Vietnam naval vessels allowed them to spot targets 


were required. This was an expensive and logis 


tically complex operation DIT 

The original plan called for only USAF and use 
US Army assets to provide additional convoy сопу escorted by even a ight spotter FAC ar- nated by enemy searchlights at ni 
coverage. Ату helicopt USAF Cessna — 
O2 Super Skymasters, North American Name Model Series Seri Wo Unit Remans 


OV-10A Broncos, and AC-119G Shadows were 


arpower, guem 


5 De тж г 505 Trarstered 1o VNAF 
‘employed. On 17 January 1971, the US Navy = - — cd 
Was also tasked for supporting the operation pass mM > —— 

with helicopters and OV-10A Black Ponies. То M = Mes 

assist in coordination with the air support units, > jane : > — 
FACS were added to the command vessel ine 


On 18 August 1971, considerable concern 


Seventh Air Force when it was determined that BM 2077 AN na iaki 

the AC-119Gs were scheduled to be trans ewn + ~ 

ferred to t Republic ol Vietnam Ar Force on 2 юли s dance — 
10 September To ease the transivon. ve бшуде» 0190 ино 


USAF gunship aircrews we 


missions unti the Vie 


ient with the aircraft 

Atotal of 33 convoys travo 
River between 17 January ant 
1971, each with its armed боша 


duptheM 


d 24 Sep 


constant air coverage. Of ti 


‘escorted, only one barge was sunk, мо tugs 


were heavily damaged and one was beached 


eight ships were damaged, and several vesse 


istained light damage. There were 3 fatalities 


taco vo. 


and 11 injured on the s 


the air support teams. To ensure the success of 
wired. As 
ve gunships 


gots 


the convoy support, 2.240 


However, only 23 air strikes were re 
of 
engage 


stated earlier, just the presenc 
оао (ros dali 


End of An Era. 
On 1 September 1971, the 819th Combat 
Squadron was activated in the Vietnamese Ai 
Force and became known as the Fire Dragon: 

Based at Tan Son Nhut, the B19th obtained the 
C-119Gs from the 17th SOS. Crew e 
was a major factor in the speedy transition of 


AC-Y19K, 53-7839, operated by the 415th SOTS, 
191 SOW, at Hurlburt Field, Florida. The aircraft 
nose is red. A 1st SOW insignia appears on the 
nose. The TAC insignia and АН code are applied 
o he fins A red turbine warning band appears 
on the jet pod. The aireratis equipped with 
throe-biadod Hamilton Standard propellers. This 
picture dates from 6 February 1972. T H Brower 


The forward fuselage detalis of an AC-119K 

operated by B Flight, 18th SOS, 14th SOW, at 

Da Nang AB, South Vietnam, in August 1970. 
So! R Faust via D Remington 
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Chapter 17 


United States Marine Corps 
and Navy Boxcars 


The United States Marine Corps (USMC 
lemployed a number of Flying Boxcars in the 
sport role in both their active duty and 
юке units whereas the US Navy operated 
hese airplanes in а limted role with one known 
Int. total of 97 RAQ-t and R40-2s were pro 
nd through USAF contract 
Navy and Marines. Although the aircra 
пова shortcomings 

nice for over 20 years 


for use by the 
ft had 
they provided valuable 


USMC OPERATIONS 


(fa win tho USAF, the United States Marine. 
lacked an adequate heavy-iff transport 
lg the potential in the USAF C-1198, th 
opted for this aircraft in heir inventory 
Берек; with the US Navy Bureau of Aero 
(BuAer) numbering system, the Flying 
would carry the designation of RAQ-1 
JA for transport, the 4 for the fourth model 
from the manufacturer, Q which 
lor Fairchild, and the -1 indicating the first 
iof Ie aircraft type 
Delveres of the 39 RAQ-1s began in 1950. 
essentially C-11 
from the earlier C-1198, powered by 
R-960-20W water-injocted engines and 
amos incorporating certain structural 
ments. In 1953, the Marines took deli 
[liner frst RAQ.2s, these being essentially 
IGFs powered by Wright R-3350-85 turbo: 
ind engines. The Marines acquired 58 
al ot which were delivered with dual 
в. 
mumber of R4O-2s were subsequently 
to incorporate the AN/APS-42 search 
These aircraft wore readily identifiable by 
fextended noses. The radar was employed 
ш à navigational aid and as an anti-coli 
налет) device. It provided a visual indica 
jal he position of cites, landmarks, shore 
islands, ships, other aircraft, and cloud 


acra were 


operated this R40-1, BuNo 124324, 

HAS Patuxent River. MD for fight testing. 
the frst aircraft їп this seres assigned 

Marines. Note the NATC on the vertical tall 


on the right wing. The last three 
' he BuNo appear on the top of the right 
one nose. VROGS! via R L Laws 


12404 was another USMC test aircraft 
distinctive markings are the last three 
the Вино on the nose and the UNITED 
МАНМЕ boldly painted on the lower 
Jol he fuselage. This picture dates trom 

62. Va P Morsky 


formations. Target position was visually pre 
sented in bot 


range and azimuth on the piot s 


range azimuth indicator (an IP-35/APS-42 or 
IP-217/APS-42), one was located on the lett side 
of the navigator’ rack, and the other above 


main instrument panel between the plots 


Initial Inventory 
An initial batch 
by the Marines and evaluated at the Na 

NAS Patuxent River, MD. 
arcraft were assigned 
to their first operational unit, VMR-252, sta 
tioned at the Air Fleet Marine Headquarters for 
с Fleet at MCAS Cherry Point, NC 
under the command of Col Henry C Lane. The 


eight R4O-1s was 


Test Center loc 


бег 1950, 


On 1 Septe 


the Айал 


unit's initial allocation of eight RAQ-ts grew to 
5 by June 1952. Beginning in Apri 1953, 
VMR-252 gained 15 R4Q-2s, and all of their 
В4О-15 were sent to other units, VMR-252 was 
assigned to MAG-11, also stationed at MCAS 
sherry Point. The squadron flew throughout 
e ZI, the Caribbean, Europe, and Africa in 
support of Marine requirements, A small one- 
or two-plane detachment from VMR-252 was 
established at NAS Port Lyautey, Kenitra, 
Morocco in August 1953 to support Marino 
operations in the Mediterranean. This detach 
ment provided support to Marine ground forces 
during the July 1958 crisis in Lebanon. 

Three Marine Air Groups were equipped with 
the RAQs in the early 19508: MAG-35 at MCAS 


Cherry Point, NC; MAG-25 at MCAS EI Toro, 
СА: and MAG 45 at NAS Miami, FL 

Under the command of Col Ben Z Redfield 
MAG-35 had two squadrons equipped with the 
Flying Boxcar; VMR-153, under Maj William E 
Baird, and VMR-252, under Maj W Н Costello. 
VMR-252 gained its R4Qs in April 1950, with 
VMR-153 following in April 1953. 

At EI Toro, MAG-25 was commanded by Col 
PK Smith, Two of his squadrons were equipped 
with Douglas RSD Skymasters, while VMR-253 
had R4Os under the command of Lt Col Cart J 
Fleps. By February 1952, the unit had its ful 
complement of 16 R4Qs. VMR-253 was the 
second unit to receive the RAOs, and was the 
first west coast unit to gain the aircraft, with 
ВиМо 126582 being accepted on 22 December 
1951. The squadron's aircraft flew missions 
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throughout the ZI and across the Pacific. Start 
ing in mid-1953, VMR-253 operated out of 
MCAF tami and MCAF Iwakuni, Japan, in sup- 
роп of Marine operations in Korea 

in early 1955, the unit's headquarters was. 
moved to MCAF Iwakuni and VMR-253 was 
reassigned to MAW-1. VMR-253 replaced its 
R4O-1s with R4Q-2s in May 1959. Equipped 
with 10 of the new aircraft, the squadron made 
routine logistics fights to bases in Japan, Oki 
nawa, the Philippines, and Southeast Asia. In 
November 1961, VMR-253 disposed ofits last 
RAO and gained the new Lockheed GV-1 Her 
cules. 

Col W A Wilis headed MAG-45 that had one 
RAQ-equipped squadron, VMR-353, under Lt 
Col Lee C Merrell. VMR-353 received its first air- 
craft in May 1953. 


R40-2, BuNo 131666, as she appeared on 10 May 
3954. The last three digits of the BuNo appear 
on the nose and under the left wing inboard of 
the word MARINES". The AC tall code indicates 
thatthe aircraft ws assigned to VMR-153, NAS 
Mami, Japan. An F-51 Mustang appears inthe 
Background. Note that the aera is equipped 
with the large single nosewheel. Thi 

Тек RAO. bun The uer was acopted oy | 
the Navy on 27 February 1953, assigned to 
VMR-153 on 30 March 1953, transferred to 
YYMR-353 оп 19 November 1957, transferred 
УМЯ-253 on 19 May 1958, went to storage on t 
December 1961, and was dropped trom the 
inventory on 24 February 1954, after accruing 
5405 fying hours. Olson va P M Bowers 


R4O-1, BuNo 124330, lumbered along at NAS. 
Cherry Point on 27 April 1950. The LH on tne tall 
indicated VMR-282. Marine Corps 508720 


RAQ-1, BuNo 128735, was assigned to VMR 281 
indicated by the AD unit markings on the 
boom and tai. MARINES? s applied beneath IM. 

left wing. HS Gann 


Second Round 
Two additional units, VMR-153 and УМ 
began receiving R4Qs in 1952 and 1953. 

VMR-153, based at MCAS Cherry Poll 
began receiving йз R4Q-1s in June 1952. TM 
unit gained six of these aircraft that ta 
retained unti Apri 1953 when facio 
RAQ-2s came into the squadron's im 
The squadron had its full complement of 
940-25 by the end of April. VMR-153 formed 
‘small detachment, with two aircraft at NASI 
Lyautey, Morocco where they operated 
side VMR-252. VMR-153s RAQs flew 
support missions to England, western 
throughout the Mediterranean, and 
North Africa. This detachment operated юй 
than two months and returned to MCAS 
Point. VMR-153 operated as many а 
RAQ-2s by January 1959 however this 
was drastically reduced to 12 by 1 July f 
when the unit was disestablished and 
remaining aircraft were distributed 
remaining RAQ units, 

The last unit to receive the RéQs 
УМЯ:353, based at MCAS Miami (Opa 
FL. Is first aircraft, BuNo 131699, arva 
May 1953 and the squadron had its f 
plement of 15 aircraft by the end of th! 
УМВ-353 became the designated 
squadron for all Marine R4Os. The 
made daily fights to Guantanamo Bay, 
bringing fresh foods, PX supplies, and, 
the sailors and Marines assigned ther 
squadron also participated in a nur 
humanitarian missions, an example berg 
liting supplies кот NAS Corpus Chis 
Monterey, Mexico, and dropping them ft 
victims in Tampico, Mexico. 

The last Marine squadron to operai 
R4Os was УМН-352. stationed at MCAS! 
The unit has the distinctions of 
fewestaircraft five, and using the arc 
least amount of time, two years. УМ-35 


its frst RAO in mid May 1959 o 
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FED (C54) Siymasters The squadron employed 
the aircraft tor routine training exercises, logs 
кы support for west coast Marine bases, and 
leming Marine reservists for training 


моль 

Trefrttwo R4Q-15, BuNo 124324 and 124326 

[rere delvered to NATC R&D Patuxent River, 

IND. or a sixmonth fight test program on 8 

Febuary 1950. Subsequently both aircraft 

und her way into the inventores ol severa 

and Marine overhaul and repair facilities 

being retired from service wth relatively 

ime Te aircraft had accrued 830 and 565 
hours, respectively, at retirement 

Most ol the 39 А40-18 quickly became out 

withthe advent ofthe RAQ-2s. Many of 

RIO-1s were relegated 1o Marine Head: 

and Maintonance Squadrons, Marine 

groups, NATC Patuxent River for fight 

and MCAS station Operations and 

ing Squadrons. Several RAQ-15 were 

м lo УМ-253 at kami and Haku, 

where they operated between 1953 and 

n ma-1989, the remaining 33 940-18 

famed to NAS Lichfield Park, AZ. fr stor- 

(On 13 May 1960, the aircraft wore dropped 

he inventory and scrapped 


Anecdote: 
1 July and 31 December 1962, 
flew 2,805,264 passenger miles and 
7 Weight ton miles. These missions were 
ВИКО an accident. In addition, the unit 
lan on-going pilot training program. 
Hi January 1951 Marines on maneuvers in 
Mountains south of Lake Tahoe, CA 
Snowbound. On the 17th, the sole RAO 
[Pe inventory of VMR-253 made an emer 
rop of medical supplies to the 
Five 300% paratainer packs of medical 
were dropped into a valley 100 narrow. 
arora to make a 180" turn. The supplies 
dropped in a single pass by the РАО, 
the Curtiss RSC Commandos would 
fo have made manual drops in several 
resulting in widely dispersed supplies. 


Но 131690, reveals Its original nose. 


Within seven seconds the parapacks were 
dropped from the R4Q at an altitude between. 
3300 and 4008 and all landed within a 200R area. 
Several days later, the R4Os flew 37 sorties car 
тупо 588 of the snowbound Marines over a 
430 mile trip back to camp. 

Much of the fying within the United States 
was in support of training operations, delivering 
troops between east and west coast bases. 

УМЯ-352, based at MCAS Е! Toro from 
December 1948, transitioned into R4Os during 
July 1950. Between that date and January 1953, 
their primary mission was to айі personnel 
эла supplies in support of combat troops in the 
western Pacific. They made dally fights 
between Е! Toro and WESTPAC bases. On 23 
June 1951, a pair of their R4Os departed Dalias, 
TX. with four Bell HTL-4 Sioux helicopters for 


Korea, marking the first time transports flew hel 
‘copters directly from the factory to a combat 
zone. During the fall of 1958, VMR-352 зир. 
ported Navy and Marine units staging for action 
in the Taiwan straits during the artillery duel for 
control of Matsu and Quemoy Islands, The 
Squadron transitioned into Lockheed GV-1 Нег. 
cules tankers in March 1981. 

During the il-ated Bay of Pigs Invasion, both 
VMR 252 and VMR-353 had their aircraft loaded 
and airborne in a single day in May 1961 to sup- 
роп the operation. While enroute to their dest 
nation, CINCLANT ordered the aircraft to return 
to home base. 


Political Redesignation 
In 1962, Secretary of Defense Robert Strange 
McNamara became confused between the air 


craft designations used by the USAF and the 
Navy, To solve his confusion he mandated that 
the Navy change its designations to conform with 
that ol the USAF. This change took place in Octo- 
ber 1962. Consequently, the American taxpayer 
had to fund the reprinting of all of the BuAer тал 
als used in support of their aircraft – that is, fight 
manuals and maintenance manuals. At this time 
the РАО lost its identity as a USMC aircraft and 
became а C-119. The R4O-1s became C-119Cs 
and the R4O-2s became C-119Fs. 


Marine Reserve Units 
Beginning in 1961, three Marine reserve units 
gained the newly redesignated C-1 19Fs to sup- 
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port their operations throughout the country 
‘Approximately 20 of the aircraft were distrib- 
uted amongst these Marine Reserve units units 


Unt Base Fist Alera 
ЕД Sede НА Agr 1962 
уй? м жш 
WBRZ MATO NAS Dec 1961 


we Ces, UN 


These units operated the C-119F for about ten 
years for weekend drills and two weeks of 
active duty training during the summer 

With the closure of NAS Twin Cities in 1970, 
VMR-234 moved to NAS Glenview, IL 


Later in Its career, BuNo 131679 was assigned t 
VMR-224, НАЗ Glenview, IL as Indicated by ts. 
QH tall code. This picture dates from 30 July 
1972. To the rear ls BuNo 131707. Devoid of thelr 
brillant dayglo red colors, these aircraft were 
repainted in an overall matt Sea Gray. 

BuNo 131679 last served as QH-679 with 
VMR-234 before retiring te MASDC on 11 Apri 
1974. The aircraft was spared the scrap heap on 
15 September and went to the Pratt Museum at 
Fort Campbell, KY. N E Tayor 


слу (40-2), Вино 131706, was 
Photographed at Waterloo, IA, on 10 May 1965 
‘The эп portion ot tne Booms and stablzers 
‘appears to have boon painted withthe daygo 
Ted conspisculty markings. White-outined ret 
rescue arrows were applied below the entry 
‘door and near the astrodome. The bulbous nose 
housed the AN APS-42 search radar. USNC 


RAO.2, BuNo 131581, was operated by VMRASS, 
seen here in natural metal finish with Is QD tall 
code. Note the A-4 Skyhawks in the background. 


Marine Corps Accidents. 
The lowest time R40 to be dropped from iil 
inventory was BuNo 131661 with 253 houmaii 
flying time, The aircraft was accepted fron fl 
factory on 27 February 1953, and assigned i 
УМЯ-153 at MCAS Cherry Point on 12 Mad 
1953. After an accident, it was stricken trom th 
records on 18 July 1953. 

BUNo 126579 was accepted at tho со б 
1 December 1951, and assigned lo the OW | 
haul & Repair unt at MCAS Cherry Point on if 
December. VMR-252 gained the aircraf on if 
March 1953. The airplane was reassigned idi 
MTG-10at MCAS E Toro on 19 June 1963 and] 
then to VMR-253 at МАСЕ Iwakuni, Japan ont 
December 1953. An accident resulted inthe 
crat being stricken from the inventory on 
1954, after having accrued only 590 hours 

940-2 BuNo 121703 was accepted оли 
factory on 28 April 1953, and was assigned} 
VMR-353, MCAS Miami on 18 May. The! 
craft accrued 1,171 hours and suffered 
accident, resulting in its being scrapped 
February 1956. 

BuNo 131716 was accepted on 21 May 
and assigned to HAMRON-32 (Headgi 
Marine Squadron 32), MCAS Miami on 
The aircraft was transferred to HAMS-321 
quarters & Maintenance Squadron 32), 
Cherry Point on 10 February 1954, the 
VMR-153 at the same base on 6 May. Th 
craft returned to MCAS Miami where Ё 
assigned to VMR-353 on 11 September 
After accruing 1,607 hours, the aircraft 
enced propeller control problems duigi 
local training fight. A heads-up crew f 
the propellers and shut down the engine 
the final approach, and brought the. 
for a remarkable belly landing. The астй 
into а canal resulting in severe structural 
age and was dropped from the inventory 
October 1956. 

BuNo 128744 was accepted trom thel 
оп 31 January 1952. sn gpsioned № 
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(Bureau of Aeronautics Research & Develop 
(peri Branch at Baltimore, MD, on 15 February 
952 It was then transferred to the Overhaul & 
jf acilty at MCAS Cherry Point on 18 Ju 
852. The aircraft was reassigned to УМЯ-253 
MCAS E! Toro on 20 March 1953. 
with the unit to MCAF паті 
Iber 1953. When the squadron re 
CAF Iwakuni on 25 May 1955, the ai 
{оче ts service with the unit. On 11 May 
the aircraft was involved in an accident 
fying 1890 hours. The aircraft was 
fon the inventory on 22 May 1956. 
NO 128726 was accepted from the factory 
28 December 1951, and assigned to 
MCAS EI Toro, on 14 February 1952. 
lira moved with the unit to MCAF Каті 
November 1953. was reassigned to the 
â Repair facilty at NAS San Dieg: 
IMCAS Cherry Point on 7 December 1953. 
25 at MCAS EI Toro received the aircraft 
01 January 1955. The aircraft was again 
to VMR-253, now at МАСЕ маки 
B March 1955, After accruing 1,920 hours 
(Мсн! was involved in an accident and 
fom the records on 16 May 1956. 
128741 was accepted from the factory 
[® January 1952, and assigned to AFM 
(Wr Fleet Marine Force Atlantic), М 
Point, on 8 Apri 1952. The aircraft was 
o VMR-252 at the same base on 5 
(1082. MTG-10 at MCAS EI Toro gained 
[Birra on 8 June 1953. The aircraft was 
10 VMR-253 at MCAF паті on 28 
1963, and moved with the unit tc 


IWakuni on 1 January 1955. After accru 
17 hours, the астай was involved in an 
MCAF Iwakuni on 7 March 1958, 


rom the inventory on 15 May. 
126738 was accoptod at the factory on 
1962, and assigned to VMR-252 
(белу Point, on 3 April 1952. MTG-10, 
IB Toro, ganed the aircraft on 8 June 
Me эсти! was reassigned to VMR-253 
fami on 24 November 1953, then 
Mh the unt to МСА Ivakuni on 23 
1956. The Overhaul & Repair facility 
Сори Christ gained the arcran on 3 
1955. The астай was retumed to 
8 MCAF wakuni on 24 September 
Dung аке оп lor a tight fom Макото 


is parked on the snowy r 
Isl. A tow bar is hooked up to the 
REIG Lindar va H 5 Gann 


405% hours, C-119F BuNo 131688. 
1903 April 1961 for storage at NAF 

Park, AZ. Subsequently, VMR-234. 

he aircraft out of NAS Glenview, IL, 
photographed on 16 August 1973. 
собе had changed to ОН. JD Morris 


May 1958, the landing 


gency landing at wakun: with t 
retracted. Apparently the 
у to continue operation unt 

1959, when it was sent to NAF Lit 
AZ, where it was dropped tro 
13 May 1960, after having flown 3.46 
BuNo 131708 was accepte 
MACS Miami on 22 May. Then the aircra 


assigned to MARS/MWSG-37 (Marine Air Repair 

quadron/Marine Wing Support Group-37) at 
MCAS Miami on 1 November 1954. VMR-252, 
MCAS Cherry Point, gained the aircraft on 9 
February 1955. The aircraft was placed in stor. 
age at NAF Litchfield Park on 6 March 1956. I 
мазм rage on 26 May 1986, 
and again assigned to VMR-353. The aircraft 
was sent to MCAS Cherry Point where it was 
sequentially assigned to VMR-153 and 
VMR-252 on 19 August 1958, and 15 May 1959, 


вимо 131670 was photographed at NAS. 
Whidbey Island with tall code MV for VMR.Z16. 
The sircrat last served with VMR-234 at NAS 
Glenview with tall code WH. She was retired to 
МАЗОС on 1 June 1972, then on 14 July 1981 
she was relegated to Dross Metal 

serapping. DB McCullough 


Вино 121670 carried the 7Y tall code when 
‘operating with the MARTAD at NAS Grosse Isi, 
мен 


When VMR-234 operated out of NAS 
Minneapolis, MN, Из tall code was SE. C-119F, 
BuNo 131706, was photographed at Forbes АРВ, 
KS, in May 1969. On 28 February 1971, this ship. 
‘experienced a landing gear maltunction on в 
fight from NAS Glenview, IL to NAS Twin Cities 
The aircraft made n gear-up landing at NAS 
сеен. TH Brewer 


iva, Morocco, with a detachment at Naples 
Haly. This unit operated as many as four Fi 
ing Boxcars between 1954 and 1962. Thee 
mission was to provide air logistical suppor 

the US Sixth Fleet and other Naval unti 
and shore establishments throughout the 
European and Mediterranean areas. Oth 
aircraft operated by VR-24 during this tin 
frame included Douglas R5D Skymasters o 
long-range missions and Grumman ТЕЙ 
Traders for Carrier On-Board Delivery (COD) 
yperations. VR-24 also served as host fa 
Reserve VR squadrons deployed to the the 
ater for training. 

Оп 27 October 1960, while under the cone 
mand of Capt W A Hood Jr, VR-24 was come 
mended by the Commander-in-Chiel, US Nai 
Forces, Europe, for meritorious achievement 

ar evacuation 


mance of their duties 
tween 1 and 10 March 1960, afer the efi 
quake at Agadir, Morocco, 

A special fight by an RAO was flown oni 
February 1961, from Port Lyautey to Adi 
and on to Cape Verde Isiands, a Pôl 
о territory in the Atlantic, This тї, 
was in support of fleet units in the area. 

An Operational Readiness Inspection wl 
conducted between 26 and 27 March 196 
and an overall grade of excellent was айай 

During their service with VR-24, the RAGE 
flew as little as 19 hours and as much as 3il 
hours per month. Their numbers of fig 
were as low as 10 per month and as hii 
121. Two of the four R4Os wore dropped kaii 
the inventory of VR-24 in early 1980 
BuNo 131685 departed on 19 January 1988 
followed by BuNo 131668 on 12 Febr 
These aircraft were flown to Litchfield Fall 
gear malfunction AZ, for retirement. By the end of June 19 
w for а gear up the remaining two R4Os were dropped fl 
y sold the squadron inventory. thus ending Ai 
lying Boxcar in the US Ni 


respectively. On 19 May 1959, the aircraft w rah experienced a landing 
reassigned to VMR-253 at MCAF Iwakuni. On and returned to NAS Glen 
18 December 1961, the aircraft was reassigned landing. The aircraft was subseq 


to MARTD, NAS Grosse Isle, Michigan. The air- and ended up as М70510 


nHawkins & Pow- career 


craf then was assigned to МАНТО, NAS Seat- ers at Greybul, Wyoming. The Lockheed GV-1 Hercules became fi 
ө on 20 September 1968. it was pulled fro replacement aircraft 

the inventory after accruing 7.292 hours оп 14 în addition to VR-24, the Navy operate 
July 1965. МАНТО, NAS Twin Cites, MN, oper. US NAVY OPERATIONS R4Os for fight testing at NATC Patuxent RW 


Navy unit to operate the and as maintenance trainers or base s 
aft at several basas, 
пей 


ated the aircraft from 1968. While on a fight The only known US 
from NAS Glenview, IL, to NAS Twin Cites, ће R4Os was VR-24 based at Port Lyautey, Ken- al 
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e th Bottom of the ен wing. Ч Fer 


Mop vew of BuNo 131700 reveals the daygio 


(ddy units transitioned into the Lockheed 
Hercules, that would be redesignated as 
DOF after the McNamara change, а 
fl Marine Corps air stations used the 
Botcars as station support aircrat. In 
hese aircraft found their way into the 
Corps Reserve inventory. The last of 
from УМЯ-234, went into storag 
than AFB, AZ, in July 1975. 
а cantankerous beast, the aircraft 
MMe Marines quite well and filed an 
mission requirement unti a better air. 
tbe developed. While remembered 
failures, engine shutdowns, and 
jeer matfunctions, the aircraft afforded 
an excellent airdrop platform and 
a rest and recreation escape for талу 
nen 
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Royal Canadian Air Force 


A need for a larger transport was seen by both 
the Royal Canadian Аи Force (RCAF) and the 
Royal Canadian Army. The Fairchild C-119 
appeared to be a viable aircraft for the transport 
mission. Between 10 and 21 October 1950, the 
USAF dispatched C-119C 49-181 to Rivers, 
Manitoba, for trials. Using standard Canadian 
equipment and procedures, the aircraft 
demonstrated its air supply, airborne troop 
drop, air transport, heavy equipment drop and 
emergency evacuation capabilities. The 
impression left on the evaluators at Rivers led 
to the airplane going to Ottawa to perform for 
the top military officials. Again the Flying Box 
car proved itself, As a result, a total of 35 C-119 


134 Расла C-82 & C-119 


Flying Boxcars were procured directly by the 
[RCAF for use as replacements for the venera- 
ble Douglas C-47 Dakota. These aircraft were. 
‘operated by three squadrons between 1952 
and 1967 in routine transport operations, air 
resupply missions, paratroop training drops, 
and a variety of special duties. 


RCAF Squadrons 
Chinthe, or 435 Squadron, based at Namao near 
Edmonton, Alberta, was the frst unit to receive 
the aircraft in September 1952. They performed 
routine transport duties in westem Canada and. 
аи support for Royal Canadian Army para: 
troops training near Rivers, Manitoba. Between 


November 1956 and January 1967, they 
more than 1,600 troops (including 
Army personnel) and nearly 225,0001b of! 
115,000 1b of baggage, and 2 0001b of mal 
Italy to Egypt in more than 900 fying hours 
supporting the United Nations (UN) 
there. In 1960, 435 Squadron re-equipped 
the Lockheed C-130 Hercules 
Elephant, or 436 Squadron, based at 
Montreal, became the second unit lo 
the Flying Boxcars in April 1953, The 
ron's motto is Onus Portamus - We Салу! 
Load. On 9 March 1956, a major 
‘erupted after an explosion in 'A' Bay ofthe 
Transport Command hangar. A strong, 
tanned the flames, resulting in the loss of 
hangar, a pair of adjacent office buildings, 
three aircraft, including a С-119. On f 
1956, the unit relocated to Downsview, 
where they continued operations with 
C-119s. The Squadron also supported the 
airif between November 1956 and 
1957. In August 1964, the squadron 
to Uplands, Ontario. The following year 
Squadron transitioned into the Lockheed 
The third unit to be equipped with the 
was 408 (Goose) Squadron located at 
Manitoba. They acquired the aircraft in 
1964, concurrent with their move to. 
this time they relinquished their 
role and became a transport and air 
squadron. They supported the Royal 
Army paratroop forces at Rivers. in May 
408 Squadron traded their C-119s for C4 
Оп 1 March 1952, 4 (Transport) 
Training Unit at Dorval, Montreal, 
began training operations with the C1181 
moved to Trenton, Ontario, on 23 January 
to begin training operations with the CH 


The first two RCAF C-119F-FAS, 22101 and 


Buhle No 131679. RCAF PL 54582 


The second C-119F procured by the RCAFI 
‘serial number 22102. The last three 
applied to the boom aft of the national 
when the aircraft was photographed in 
‘Both the tall numbers and Боот. 
stencil cut. This aircraft now resides at! 
National Warplane Museum, Genesee, NY. 
Via PM Bowers üped 
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"ini. RCAF PL101513 


In ts career, aircraft 22110 had the 


blue, RCAF PCN 79-165 


‘Resupply Operations. 

inthe arctic regions is anything but a pic 

(Magnetic compasses are all but worthless 

Ing near the North Pole. Radio naviga- 

bà be limited by storms and other elec- 

disturbances. Weather can take its 

high winds, icing, and reduced vis 

М ol these hazards ware taken in stride 

RCAF C-119 crews, Radio altimeters, 

Itompasses, and tho skills ot highly trained 

heiped make flying in the northern 
!successtul. 

16-1198 performed resupply operations 

weather stations, and the Mid 

Line radar sites. The weather stations 

Ipooperated by Canadian and US per 

In summer, ico breaker-escorted sea 

provided the bulk of logistics require- 

However, during spring and lal, air 

became a necessity. In 1956 a record 

jb ol food, fuel oil drums, helium 

for weathor balloons, heavy equip: 

wood and lumber, and so on were air 

bythe C-119s. In spring it was daylight 

уре day, while fallit was always dark, 

Bay there was a 5,8008 long run- 

la 600" high hill at one end. In blowing 

[was not uncommon to have to let down 

ой 40f before the runway could be 

down, the fight crew did their own 

Records are there to be made and 

In early 1956, an aircrew led by F/O A 

had unloaded their aircraft at Mould 

|M seven minutes. Shortly thereafter. 

(crew led by F/O N D Edwards accom. 

unloading is six minutes. Then F/O 

'screw beat that time by unloading 

їп ће minutes. The best time was 

НО М C Woods crew when they off 

Ib of oil drums in just three min- 

Of all the types of equipment 

carried, oil drums were by far the 

unioad. 

located on sea ice or land, were 

Dy red fags and lines of empty oi 

оп the ground, the crews worked 

The longer the aircraft sat 

the more difficult it was to get started. 


(On occasion a sudden snow storm would pre- 
vent a departure, the aircraft had to be dug out 
and the runway cleared belore crew could 
depan. in 1955, one aircraft landed at a satelite 
landing strip during a whiteout. The aircraft hit a 
high snow drift that was unseen by both the fight 
‘crew and those on the ground. The aircraft was. 
repaired and was able to participate in the resup- 
ply operations dunng the following year 
During the resupply operations, the ground 
crews worked 12-hour shifts round the clock. 
‘Servicing the aircraft in arctic gear is no small 
chore. It takes as much as twice as long to per: 
form any task. Refueling of a C-119 necessi 
tated standing on top of the wing and dragging 
а hose up from а refueling truck. The crews 
ceased refueling only when in danger of being 
blown off the wings. Oil in buckets had to be 
heated in a nearby servicing shed and rushed 


ол tothe aircraft, At best, only half of a м-да! 
lon bucket actually gotinto an engine before the 
ой congealed to the sides of the bucket. Often 
the oll was blown out across the snow, Worse 
yet was when the ой had blown onto the aircraft 
where it had to be chipped off prior to fight 
At Christmas time, the C-119s made special 
airdrops to the remote arctic sites, in addition to 
routinely dropping the mail during the long win- 
ter. Dubbed Operation Santa Claus, crows 
would fly on the nights of the last full moon 
before Christmas in order to ensure their locat. 
ing the small arctic settlements. Air Transport 
Command headquarters added Christmas 
trees to the supplies for each detachment. Both 
№0435 and No436 Squadrons allocated one 
aircraft to Operation Santa Claus. Aircraft кот 
435 Squadron flew out of Frobisher Bay while 
436 Squadron staged out of ере. 
yas 
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RCAF C-119F, 22115, had ventral fins added to 
the booms. The last three digits of the 
construction number, 10859, appears on the 
nose. Narrow black anti-corrosion panels are 
applied aft of the upper exhaust stacks. 

Via P M Bowers 


To the original markings, C-119F, s/n 22130, 
‘added the red and white lightning bolt, ROYAL 
CANADIAN AIR FORCE’, and TROOP CARRIER 
‘COMMAND’ on the fuselage. Note the corroded 
skin panels aft of the top exhaust stacks. This 
sircrati went on to serve ва a fire fighter with 
Hawkins & Powers, Greybull, WY. 

Va En 


JF. a'n 22131, added the Insignia Red Arte 
rim to its full-up markings. The last three di 
cof the serial number were added tothe nose, 

and deleted from the booms. P M Bowers A3965 


in support of the Mid-Canada Line radal 
sites, 436 Squadron delivered 8,085,488 band 
airdropped an additional 550.573 of carga 
Braving the elements provided essential 
support to the remote stations and gave vill 
training in arctic operations to the air and 
ground crews. 

On 16 March 1956, a 436 Squadron СЇЙ 
may have set a cold-start record when twf 
fired up in 62°F weather 


UN Operations 
Hostities broke out between Egypt and ма 
in early October 1956, Quickly the israel al 
control of the Sinai Peninsula. Tho British ani 
French intervened and bogan attacking 
targets within Egypt. Within ten days a о 

fire was called and a request was made foral 
peacekeeping force. The UN reacted qucii 
and formed a United Nations Emergency Fo 
(UNEF) to police the troubled area. Canadal 


scanned 
by 


Avera 22123 carries the UN markings. 
CANADIAN AIR FORCE" is replaced by "UNITED. 
ATIONS’ (n ed), yet the’ TROOP CARRIER 
[COMMAND’lttoring Is retained. The red paint is 
уйе to the wingtips, horizontal stabilizer 

frt бз, and the Inspar surfaces of the 
“eral fins and dorsal fin. T Paropars 


22127 was assigned to No 436 Elephant 
“squadron, as identified by its uni insignia 
the cockpit window. The last two digits 
athe serial number appears on either side of 
ose landing ight Va T Pancoals 


Canadian Army troops prepares to board 
ө! 20 RCAF C-119Fs participating in. 
Globetrotter, on 20 October 1958. Note 
tree of the four aircraft in this picture had. 
retrofitted with the AN/APS-42 search 
J, 48 denoted by their elongated noses. in 
foreground is C:119F, 22134, replete with an 
lightning bolt on Its fuselage. In the 
„төт the let are 22126, 22123, and 22131. 
PL 13882 


red to contribute a battalion of troops 
3S and 436 Squadrons were to fly almost 
Canadian Ату troops from Calgary to 
where they would board ship for Egypt 
was to be known as Operation Rapid Step. 
эз) never happened. Instead, it was 
that Canada would provide ar rans 
support and troops for administration and 
nication forthe UNEF. As a result, the 
provided one squadron of C-1198. This 
was made up of 16 aicrews, ground 
. and aircraft кот 435 and 436 
. Twelve aircraft came from 435 
tn. while four more C-1198 were pro 
by 496 Squadron 
The RCAF roundels were replaced with blue 
hie UN insignia. The name "ROYAL 
(AN AIR FORCE was removed from the 
sides and replaced by "UNITED 
However, the RCAF lightning bolt 
фе sides o tho aircraft remained 
21 November 1956, the first RCAF Flying 
departed from Downsview lor 
dino Airport near Naples, lal. The air 
lad been ftted with auxiliary fuel tanks 
on the cabin fior. Ironically, the frst 
jof would be the last to ате in aly 
Кол two hours out of Gander AB, New 
the right engine failed on F/O WW 
am' aircraft, serial number 22133. 
унай was carrying a spare engine as its 
ал tem that was not jetisonable. The 
jne performance of the С-119 was 
Ре best. А е jettison capability was not 
on tho Flying Boxcar. Crew ingenuity 
foi lacing, however. Ср! R C Hutton, the 
engineer, improvised a fuel jettison sys 
He took metal tubes from the parachute 
Jd connected them to the auxilary fuel 
Next ho ran the fuel кот the cross-flow 
iake through his improvised piping. He 
ible to dump 7,000 b of fuel out the para 
láors. Through Ср! Hutton's efforts, F/O 
am was able to maintain the singe 
аксай ata 4,0001 altitude for two and 


г 
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Paratroops trom the Princess Patricia Canadian 
Light infantry board C-119F, 22114, at RCAF 
Station Namao, near Calgary, Alberta, during 
Operation Bulldog IV. A unit code, OU, appears 
fon the boom. RCAF PL7GS71 


C-119F, 22133, Is being loaded at North 
Luffenham, England, as part of the 1 Fighter 
Wing move to Marville, France on 13 January 
1955. RCAF PL G3644 


Note how the RCAF national insignia on the 
— and the fin flash have been replaced by 
the NATO insignia. These aircraft from 435 
‘Squadron were photographed at Abu биен, 
Egypt, on 10 December 1956. RCAF Р, 106201 


а half hours The deteriorating weather torsd 
the crew to declare an emergency and a La 
caster was dispatched as an escort. Wt â 
3008 ceiling and three and a half mile vil; 
F/O Empringham let down at Torbay. For hell 
efforts in saving the aircraft, crew, and card, 
they received a commendation trom tho Chl 
ofthe Air Staff A second aircraft, seria rumba 
22130, departed Canada as a replacement b 
it ioo experienced problems. Мае 
delayed its arrival in Кају unti 2 December 

Оп 22 November 1956, air transport unl 
wore established at Capodichino. lal, and 
Abu Sueir, Egypt, with 114 and 115 Commun 
cations Flights based at those мо bast 
respectively, to direct and contri air ops 
tions. Group Captain Н A Morrison was the fi 
UNEF RCAF component commander. He wil 
succeeded by Group Commander W P Pil 
ance, in January 1957. 

The RCAF C-1199 assigned to the 
mainly flew a 1,300-mile shutie 
Capodichino and Abu Sueir three times 
week carrying troops, equipment, and 
ples. On one occasion, a crew fron 
Squadron flew Egyptian prisoners of var ofl 
1,900 mile trp from Djibouti, French 
Wand, via Wadi Нана and Khartoum, to 
The POWs were the one-time crew of a 
sunk in the Red Sea during hostiis in 
Suez crisis. 

Precise tying operations had to be 
to, lest the peacekeeping aicrat 
involved n the кау Departures lom 
were made around 0200 hours in ord 
ensure an on-time arrival at Souda Bay or 
ling. Landfall had to be made at 
about 30 miles east of Alexandra. When 
ing, the same point had to be used for 
ture. The crossings at Rosetta had tobe 
during daylight hours between 30 minutes 
sunrise and 30 minutes before sunset 
some of the restrictions were ited and 
Egyptian terminal was relocated io El 
This change eliminated the fuel stop a 

Christmas 1956 was not without is 
tes. Bad weather had temporarily hated 
ing however, the conditions improved ard 
— made itn time for the holiday 

By the end of December 1956, the 


Borcars had delivered 614 0001 
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Beirut and Abu Sueir they had flown 
Indian and Indonesian 


troops and 

Jb of their equipment. 
the bulk of the RCAF detachment had 
Middle East by the end of January 1957, 
communications flights remained. Mem- 
Io 114 Squadron at Capodichino held four 
and 115 Squadron at El Arish had three 
эла four Otters to continue their sup- 
Jol the UNEF in the Sinai Desert until the 
of 1958. The UNEF continued its pres- 
Mor about ten years. When the UNEF was. 
I. 436 Squadron participated in their 


the Belgian Congo айм! into 

in September 1961, a pair of 

C-1195, aircrews and ground support 
provided airlift assistance. 


Rising Star. 
15 July and 1 August 1957, RCAF 
эга Auxillary units participated in Exer 
Rising Str, a large-scale summer training 
conducted with the Royal Canadian 
га Camp Gagetown, New Brunswick. The 
Мен C-1195, North American Mitchells, 
Lancasters, North American Mustangs, 
|Douglas Dakotas for the exercise. 


Operations. 
to their arctic supply operations, the 
flew routine cargo missions. Between 
1957, 436 Squadron flew 86,000 Ib of 
metal to the Mid-Canada Line radar sites. 
o the same year they delivered de Hav- 
Ottes to Abu Sueir. On 20 February 
the squadron flew 10,000 I of cargo from 
to Guantanamo, Cuba. Tailplanes 
de Haviland Comets were flown to 
с England, on 1 January 1959. On 9 
1959, a replica of the Siver Dart was 
тот Mountainview to Sydney, Australia, 
if a 50th Anniversary of Flight celebra- 
А Ginie rocket, used on the CF-101 
| was flown from Utah to Toronto in May 
Ап коп lung was flown from Downsview 
in September 1959. During that same 
а C-119 delivered fire-fighting equip- 
Summerside. The heaviest single item 
Iransporled was а 19.0004 generator. 
Мау and June 1959, the royal couple, 
Elzabeth and Prince Philip, made a tour 
‘The royal car, a Cadilac Series 75 
(так xin long and 6ft in wide, was 
itom Windsor to Ottawa for use in a royal 
RCAF C-119 would fly the royal саг 
{to the next stop for royal couple's use. 
(C-119s flew in support of surveys and 
'expeditions, taking them north to the 
and south to the jungles of South 


In January 1985, four aircraft participated in 
Operation Rumba Queen deploying the men 
тага equipment of 1 Fighter Wing, a Sabre unit, 
from North Luffenham, England, to Магуйе, 
France. No435 Squadron provided aircraft 
22125 and 22128; while 22126 and 22133 
came from 436 Squadron. All four aircraft left 
Dorval on 3 January, headed for Gander АВ, 
Newfoundland. One ship diverted to Harmon 
AFB, while the remaining aircraft went on to 
Goose Bay and Blue West 1, Keflavik, and 
Prestwick. The first three aircraft arrived at 
North Luffenham on 9 January, followed by the 
fourth ship on the 10th. The Flying Boxcars 
could not refuel at Marville, and consequently 
had to fly the 300-mile leg with reduced loads 
of t08 tons (9 tons was normal). During Oper- 
ation Rumba Queen, they airifted 250 tons of 
equipment. Though dogged by bad weather, 
the C-1198 completed the move of 1 Fighter 
Wing by 24 January, and arrived back at Dorval 
on 1 February, 

A Boeing IM-99 BOMARC interceptor missile 
was flown to Ottawa, by 436 Sguadron on 8 
November 1958. Missiles of this type would 
become operational with 446 Squadron at 
North Bay, Ontario, on 28 December 1961, and 
447 Squadron at La Macaza, Quebec, on 15 
September 1962. The political uproar sur- 
rounding the IM-99 is another story - it did imie 
to cement US/Canadian relationships. 

During the first nine months of 1961, the 
[RCAF Golden Hawks fight demonstration team 
performed at 53 airshows in Canada and 
another five in the United States. During this. 
tour they were supported by С-119 from 436. 
‘Squadron. 

А C-119 from 435 Squadron was participat- 
ing in a medical airlift to Thule AB, Greenland, 
оп 11 November 1960. During that fight, the 
crew assisted in delivering an Eskimo baby 
boy. When interviewed by the press, one crew- 
man quipped that they were just maintaining 
their squadron motto - Certi Provehendi — 
Determined on Delivery, 


Airborne Operations 
The Flying Boxcars provided routine support to 
the Canadian Army for their paradrop opera- 
tions. They flew paratroops for the following 


operations: Loup Garou; Bulldog / and И; St 
Kits |, Il, and Ill; Breakey; Jaques Cartier; Fal- 
соп; and Dash. 

‘On 18 June 1956, nine Flying Boxcars from. 
436 Squadron set an RCAF peacetime record. 
for the longest airlift. The ships had taken off 
from Edmonton and headed east via Winnipeg 
and Dorval, They arrived over Frederickton and 
dropped 350 paratroops from the 1st Field 
Regiment. 


Electronic Countermeasures 
The C-119 Flying Boxcar was employed in a 
most unlikely mission by the RCAF between 
May 1956 and April 1967. This role was that of 
electronic. countermeasures. Three C-119s 
were modified by Northwest Industries in 
Edmonton, Alberta, and operated by 104 Com: 
posite Squadron at St Hubert, Quebec. The unit 
designation was in a state of flux between 1 
November 1958 and April 1959, when it became 
104 Communication and Calibration Flight on 1 
January 1959 and then the RCAF Electronic 
Warfare Unit. In addition to the C-119, the unit 
operated a number of Douglas C-47 Dakotas. 
Later, these propellerdriven airplanes were 
replaced by the Avro CF-100 Canuck. 

These aircraft were equipped with a variety 
ot jamming devices and спай. They routinely 
were flown against North American Air Defense 
(NORAD) installations. 

The three aircraft converted for this role car- 
ned RCAF serial numbers 22112, 22119, and 
22122. 


EPILOGUE 


‘The C-119 Flying Boxcars served the RCAF 
faithfully from September 1952 until July 1965, 
in a variety of roles. During these years the air 
craft proved to be most reliable in airdropping 
troops, supplying remote sites, and assisting in 
peacekeeping operations. 

A number of RCAF С-119 were sold to fire 
fighting companies such as Hawkins & Powers 
in Greybull, WY. Others are serving in USAF 
base museums, ironically with their large radar 
noses. Disposition of many of these aircraft 
тау be found in Appendix, 
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Indian Air Force Boxcars 


The new commander of the Bharatya Vayu Sena  HT-2 trainer was flown 


Indian Air Force), Ar Marshal Subroto Mukerjee, 1956 


Г August Ву late 1967, the Indian Air Force ha 
by a C-1196, serial number IK447. Reliet expanded its airlift capabilities to include the 
had taken over trom the last Royal Ar Force com. supplies were airlifted from India to Egypt and inventories spread over these 12 transpo 
manderin-chief in 1954. At this time, the Indian Hungary in 1956 by IAF C-119s. In squadrons 

Air Force obtained the first of 26 C-119Gs to C-119G serial number IK451 flew the first Fol 3 
relieve the Heet of 70 war-weary C-47s that had land Gnat from England to india for evaluation. Amenft Noot Noot Sgw Base 
remained in country after World War Two. No12 During July 1960, the Indian Army had Type Arat Sans 

‘Squadron was the first to receive the Flying Вох. assumed the responsibilty for manning the 


cars, and initially was a composite unt with Himalayan front T 2 тан a юв она 
C-47s. The C-1195 were assigned to а Conver- was essential balch of 29 “ж № o 
sion & Training Fight within No 12 Squadron. was ordered in July 1960, These aircraft were № und 
During 1954, the Indian Ar Force rec assigned 10 №19 Squadron. Under a US ма kai 
125 C-1198. Several years lator, he C4 emergency multary ard program, the Indian Ar 
transterred to the newly formed No 43 Force obtained anothe 3s in Мау C^ 

1963, bringing the total to 79 Flying Boxcars 
Indian Air Force C-119 Operations These awcrah were assigned к a 
The C-1198 performed numerous aiit tunc- №19 Squadrons; while the remaining four 
tions, including troop Wis, supply and cargo transport squadrons were equipped м T M 
Ins, and aircraft hauling. A Hindustan Aircraft and de Haviland U-1 Опе : M- 


During the UN operation in the Belgian Cong 
during the early 1960s, No 12 Squadron dil 
patched aircrew and maintenance personnal 
operate the UN C-119s in that county. А 
‘ond contingent went in June 1961 

Support of the ground forces in Ladd 
necessitated that the C-1 198 operate rom ad 
remote airields located at elevations as пуй 
ав 14,0008 above sea level. The airplanes tai 
unely operated off 4 000ft4ong dit rum 
that were 3,500ft above sea level, On hol dil 
the density altitude took its toll on the opt 
tional capability of the C-1199' R-3350 engi 
The operational capability o the Flying Bant 
was greatly improved by the instalation faf 
engine on top of the fuselage. This Jet Padli 

creased tho safety margins by offering ll 
additional 3,400 b of thrust. Tho frat install 
of a Westinghouse J34 turbojet was acute 
plished at the Overhaul Division of Нод 
Aircraft Limited, in Bangalore, India, wih 
tance from Steward-Davis, of Long Beach 
Eventually, a total of 27 С-119в were re 


The first C-1190, Kaso, was delivered by 
17300 Ferrying Squadron. The national 
patterned after the British, consist ol a grean 
Sol in a white circle surrounded In orange. Tht 
national insignia were applied to the tops and 
bottoms of each wing and on each boon. T 
flash is green, white, and orange, front to rast. 
‘The serial number is applied to each boom an 
under the wings - read normal on the left and 
reversed on the right. W Loyd 


ikaso displays its underwing roundels slong 


with its boom markings. W Loys 
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кшз carried the letter В on the nose. 
М отте va P M Bowers 


ths engine. А world's record was estab- 
don 23 July 1962, when one of these mod- 
б астай successfully transported 32 
to and from a forward landing strip at 
Beg Oidi, located 16,8001 above sea 

in he Karakorams Mountains. 
The Chinese were engaged with Indian forces. 
те Himalayan front in the fall of 1962. Dur- 
he hid week of October, C-1 19s тот No 12 
INo 19 Squadrons flew in reinforcements of 
and алйегу from Pathankot and Srinagar 
the embatied 14th Infantry Brigade at 
On 24 October, they flew in a troop of 
Л3 tanks from the 20th Lancers for the 
of the Chushul airfield that was under 


the C-1198 flew day and right in sup- 

fl the dan forces. They made a significant 

on by acing the Sth infantry Division. 

he plains of the Punjab to the Ioothils of 
=a distance of 1,200 miles. 

May 1963, under the Miltary Defense 
ce Program (MOAP) the United States 
dhe Indian Air Force with an additional 

USAF C-119Gs along with 176 over 
engines. Most of these airplanes were 
dio the newly formed No 48 Squadron. 

Paratroop Training School at Agra oper 

rine C-119Gs as replacements for their 

By the ond of 1963, over 70 C-119Gs 
n the indian Air Force inventory, making 
uk of heir air capability 

адап Ar Force C-119G was destroyed 
ground at Pathankot by Pakistani F-B6F 

during a raid in August 1965. A subse. 

Pakistan, Sabre mission to the airheid at 

claimed another C-119, 
Indian Ar Force resupplied the airfiold at 
some 200 miles northeast of Calcutta, 

Ihe Flying Boxcars. These missions were 

only at night because of the possibilty of 

shot down by Pakistani fighters. 
g the battle against the Pakistani forces 
1971, C-1195 were preparing to 
paratroops behind Jessore. The Bor 
loaded with the troops and equip 

Il Ihe 2nd Battalion Parachute Regiment 

[нее to link up with the 95th Infantry 
‘The Pakistani surrender negated the 

forthe airdrop. 

(Oeiober 1960, the Indian government 
negotiations with the Soviet Union for 

transport aircraft. In March 1961. 
[Antonov An-12 Cub arrived to fil the air. 


Mt role in the Indian Air Force. Sixteen of these 
aircraft wore initially obtained by India. 

The Bharatiya Vayu Sena lost all 46 aboard a. 

119 that crashed at Agra on 22 February 
1980. Another C-119 was lost at Srinagar on 7 
February 1982, kiling ай 23 aboard. 

Between 1953 and 1984, tho Bharatiya Vayu 
Sena operated 89 C-119Fs. 


OVERVIEW 


The advertised performance of the An-12 was 
much greater than that of the C-1195. Powered 
by four 4,000 equivalent-horsepower Wechenko 
AL-20K turboprops driving four-bladed AV-68 


reversible-pitch propellors, the aircraft had a 
maximum gross weight of 134,480 Ib (as com: 
pared to 74,400 for the C-119), While 
advanced in some respects, Antonov suffered 
two major technological defeats with this air- 

aft. First, the cabin pressurization system that 
would have gwen the aircraft a service coiling 
of 33.5001 had to be deleted. Second, the 
fightoperable rear rampidoors had to be 
deleted thus eliminating its specification capa. 
bility to drop 100 paratroops in under one 
minute. In essence, this later-generation air 
plane which first flew in 1958 could not perform 
the heavy cargo drops already being dono Бу 
the 10-year-old C-1199. 


Fairly сага сто 


Chapter 20 


Republic of Vietnam Air Force 


Beginning in 1968, President Richard M Nixon 
announced his Vietnamization program which 
was designed to reduce American involvement 
in the unpopular war in Southeast Asia. By the 
fall of that year, the Republic of Vietnam Air 
Force (МАР) transitioned from C-47s to 
C-119G Flying Boxcars. Selected Armée de 
Air Vietnamienne (Republic of Vietnam Air 
Force) aircrews were either dispatched to the 
CONUS for training or attended a crew conver 
sion course taught by a USAF detachment sta 
tioned at Tan Son Nhut. The payload capacity 
and loadabilty of the aircraft greatly enhanced 
the VNAF's tactical airlift capabilities. While the 
C-1195 could not operate out of the high al 
tude, short runways at some of its bases 
located in the mountains, they more than dou: 
bled the organization's monthly cargo airift 
capacity, 


ACQUISITION AND TRAINING 


The VNAF gained 16 С-119 in 1968 and 
another six in 1969, They acquired 24 
‘AC-119Gs in 1971 and 22 AC-119Ks in 1972. In 
addition, an unknown number of RC-119Gs 
woro also delivered to the Republic of Vietnam 
Air Force in 1972. 

The 413th Transport Squadron (TS), Sard 
Tactical Wing (TW), УМАР traded in its C-47 


Gooney Birds for C-119Gs. By March 1968, a. 
total of 16 Flying Boxcars was assigned to the 
unit. Three more C-119Gs were transferred to. 
the 413th TS in 1970. Both flight and mainte- 
ance personnel received transition training at 
Ellington AFB, ТХ, that was conducted by 
reservists from the 446th TCW. Additional train 
ing was provided for the maintenance person- 
nel at Tan Son Nhut AB, South Vietnam. 

The Chief of Staff of the Air Force, Gen 
John D Ryan, directed that one squadron of 
АС-1195 would be transferred to the УМАР in. 
FY 72. The 413th TS was activated in Sep 
tember 1971. CONUS training was estab- 
lished as follows: 

The eight-week Phase I training was pro- 
vided to the УМАР crews by the 1st CCTS, Air 
Force Reserve, at Clinton County AFB, OH. 
Phase И training was conducted by tho 4413th 
CCTS at Lockboume AFB, OH. It increased the. 
standard USAF training by 25% (23 fying train 
ing days and 10 ground training days). 

Eligibility requirements for the 48 pilots 
‘entering training were: 

Plots had to entertaining not later than January 

1971, and graduate prior to 1 September 1971 

Plots - Expenenced C-47 (non-gunship) 

‘upgraded tothe C-119 in Vietnam. 

Co plots - 1-28 graduates who later attended 

C-119 Phase I training with the 1st CCTS. 
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‘Another 21 УМАР pilots entered training in 
72. Additional training classes were 
for an initial cadre of: fight me 
weapons mechanics, illuminator oj 
and navigators, 

Initially, seven AC-119Gs were tr 
the VNAF beginning in November 1968. 
aircraft came from the 71st SOS. All but 
went through extensive corrosion contol 
an Inspect and Repair As Necessary 
program. These aircraft wore serialied 53481! 
53-8089, 53-3145, 53-7833, 53-8115, 
and 53-8131 


АС-119 OPERATIONS 


To counter the North Vietnamese advance 
began оп 30 March 1972, the United 
‘expanded the УМАР capabilties throught 
jects Enhance and Enhance Plus. During! 
first phase, a large number of sq 
strength aircraft deliveries commenced. 
this phase the УМАР gained а 
C-119Gs and a squadron of AC-119Ks, 
AC-t 19K transfer occurred on November 
This aircraft had previously served with tha 
OS. Project Enhance Plus provided an 
tional AC-119K squadron's worth of 
total, Projects Enhance and Enhance Pl 
vided more than 700 aircraft to the VNAF, 
The УАР 5th AD was activated in 
1971, with its headquarters at Tan Son! 
AB. During September 1971 the 819M; 
‘Squadron (AS) was activated at the 
equipped with AC-119G Shadows. In 
ber 1972 the 821st AS was activated 
base and equipped with AC-119Ks, 
squadrons reported through the sardi 
Another unit, the 720th Combat 
also based at Tan Son Nhut AB and; 
to the 33rd TW. While equipped with RC! 
the reconnaissance equipment never 
operational and the aircraft were 
the transport role 


(addition, C-119-36-FA, 53.3157, was 
Ünigned to the 413th Transport Squadron, 33rd 
‘Wing o the Republic ot Vietnam Air Force. The 
тй! was at Tan Son Nhut AB, on 15 
‘December 1970. The squadron insignia wa 
‘piled to the nose. NE Tayler 


16119636 FA, s/n 53-3180, was photographed 
[art to a C-124 at Paine Field, WA in April 1973. 
CIO was enroute to Southeast Asia to 
“ere with the УМАР with Its brand new SEA 
paimt scheme. Note the external rudder lock. 
EB Lewis va Sot D w. Menara 


Jn 1972, the 53rd TW, 1st AD, based at Tan ments achieved only after the Christmas bomb- — provided cover, There were по FACS in the air 
(Bôn Nhut AB, Saigon, had five operational ings during December 1972 in Operation Line- that night. The AC-1 19 circled around the south 
sons, two of which were equipped with backer. Anew administration under President end of Ton Son Nhut AB, fring at enemy troop 
Пе уго Boxcar. The 413th TS had C-119Gs, Gerald Ford was unable to sway an intractable concentrations and illuminating targets with 
Hpbi he Both AS had AC-119Gs Congress and no further aid was forthcoming Нагз and tracers for the A-1s. УМАР pilots flew 
n December 1972, the 8215 AS was aci- for South Vietnam. Ал every aircraft they could, with their families, 
Dated ot Tan Son Nhut and was equipped wth The North Vietnamese seized the opportu- and headed for Thailand. North Vietnamese 
САМОК Singer gunships. This unit was shed a massive attack during the gunners downed an А-1 flown by a major trom 
fidesignated trom the 417th TS. The УМАР air- night of March 1975. By 22 Aprii they had dri- the 514th CS. Around 0700 hours on 30 April 
[ine woro more adept at night target acquis!- ven the last of the Army of Vietnam defenders the AC-119 was struck by an SA-7 Strela mis 
[ln than their American counterparts due to from Xuan Loc: thereby making the defense of йе and began to break apart. While three of the 
[Bet indigenous tamary with the terrain Bion Hoa AB impossible. Republic of Vietnam crew managed to Ьай out, one had his para- 
(By dune 1974, the УМАР was the fourth ground troops streamed towards Saigon ina chute tangled in the falling wreckage and was 
Мун air force in the world, with six air dvi- massive retreat. During the night of 28 Apri burned to death during his plunge. That night, 
Arion due to acc combat 1975, infiratng North Vietnamese pilots (or 165 Republic of Vietnam Air Force aircraft 
retirement, and budgetary constraints renegade УМАР pilots under personal threats made itto U-Tapao RTNAB, Thailand, including 
lsd in the loss of around 300 aircraft rom ала threats against their families) look off and three AC- 1195; thus ended an era for a nation. 
МАҒ by he end of 1974. President Nixon's attacked Tan Son Nhut AB. Saigon was now and the airplane. 
instration, reoling from the aftermath of surrounded by 13 North Vietnamese Divisions. At least 36 C-119Gs were captured in south: 
(уне, could not provide апу more support On 29 April President Ford ordered Operation ern Vietnam in 1975 and operated by the 918th 
South Vieinam. The North Vietnamese Frequent Wind - the helicopter evacuation of Transport Regiment of the Khong Quan Nha 
еду violated the peace realy agree. Saigon. VNAF A-1 Skyraiders a Dan (Vietnamese Peoples Air Force) 
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Chapter 21 


Other Military Packets 


After World War Two, the United States and its 
alios began forming coalitions to assure 
mutual security. Two of these coalitions were 
the Organization of American States and the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, 


Organization of American States 
With is roots in the Monroe Doctrine, a collective 
security agreement for the Western Hemisphere 
was established on 30 April 1948, and became 
known as the Organization of American States 
(OAS), The first meeting of the OAS was held in. 
Bogota, Colombia with 21 nations in attendance. 
These nations joined together to preclude inter 
vention from nations outside of the OAS. 


ла Fairchild C824 C-119 


and Flying Boxcars 


North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 
As an outgrowth of the Marshall Plan, the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was 
formed on 4 April 1949. The Brussels Pact 
signed on 17 March 1948, stated that И one of 
the signatories was attacked in Europe the 
other members would provide all requisite mil 
itary and other assistance. These signatories 
were Britain, Belgium, France, Luxembourg, 
and the Netherlands. 

In the US Senate, the Vandenberg Resolu: 
tion was agreed to on 11 June 1948. It called 
for US participation in regional and other col 
lective security arrangements outside the 
Western Hemisphere under United Nations 


(UN) auspices and led to talks with 
nations for a miltary detense alliance 
the Atlantic Ocean, 

Twelve nations met in Washington, 
sign such a miltary alliance agreement, 
included the signatories of the Brussels 
and added Canada, Denmark, Iceland, 
Norway, Portugal, and the US In a ботай 
of 82 to 13, the US accepted this ой 
security agreement on 21 July 1949. ron 
similar concept had been rejected ar! 
War One. Article V of the North Atlantic 
stated that attacking one member ofthe 
would be perceived as attacking allo 


forward fuselage. GS шәле | 
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Mutual Defense Assistance Act 
Те Mutual Defense Assistance Act was 
sed on 21 September 1949. It provided mi 
lay ad to the NATO alles. Known as the 
Ital Defense Assistance Program (MDAP), 
тап emphasis was placed on training and 
(Pe umishing of equipment. The MDAP 
ened in existence until 1954 when it was 
the Miltary Assistance Program 
). For the USAF in particular, that was 
ied by America's Arsenal of Democracy, 
nations were supplied with used aircraft 
Jequipment, and the requisite training for its 
lance and operation. This program per. 
the American industry to develop newer 
systems for the United States while 
9 Continuity of compatibility with its 


Severa smaller air forces also operated the 
Packets and C-119 Flying Boxcars for 
Jansport and paratroop missions. These 

were provided to the various nations as 
If he Miltary Assistance Program. 


Air Force 
Кура Aérea Brasileira (FAB), or Braziian 
[Force traces Из lineage back to 2 February 
M Transport operations began in earnest n 
with the acquisition of Douglas C-47 Sky- 
Those were followed by a pair of Curtiss 
{Commandos in 1948 
January 1956, 12 C-82s arrived at Base 
Idos Afonsos for operation with 2° Grupo 
anspore (2nd Transport Group) which 
designated 1° Grupo de Tropas (Ist 
(Carr Group) on 22 January 1958-the 
lor operations in conjunction with Brazil 
[туз parachute brigade. The 12 C-82s 
serial numbers ranging between 2200 
[2211. The C-82 wore replaced by the de 
|CC-115 Buffalo in April 1958. 
C-82s were transferred to the Força 
IBnsioia: FAB serial 2065 (USAF serial 
), 2200, 2201 (48-586), 2202 (48-585) 
2204 (48-580), 2205, 2206 (48-578), 
| 2208, 2209, 2210. 
C-M9Gs were transferred to the 
Аг Force under MOAP during the lat 
lof 1963, A twelth aircraft was subse- 
delverod to Brazil. The aircraft were 
lo 1 Grupo de Tropas and carried 
[numbers between 2300 and 2311 (see 
«5). The С.1195 were replaced by the 
C-130 Hercules in November 1974. 
the direction of the UN, the Força 
[Besivra dispatched four squadrons to 
In July 1960, in two contingents, to 


га Koksijde. G Porrich va 
Manas 


assist in the evacuation operation. The aircraft 
operated out of Leopoldville in the west and 
Kamina in the South Central Congo. 

These units and aircraft made up the the sec 
‘ond contingent of Força Aérea Brasileira the 
units dispatched to the South Central Congo. 


Unit Qum Туре 
m 
ara Sqn 
sn De Harland Beavers Oners 
anso назм 8 Shoe Ht 


The Força Area Brasileira lost С-119, serial 
number 2301, on 26 June 1974. The aircraft 
crashed at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil killing both 
crew members 


Belgian Air Force 
The Belgian Air Force is officially known as 
Force Aérienne Belge. Belgian air transport 
‘operations started during World War Two trom 
the British Isles. Beginning in August 1946, Bel 
gian air transport operations were based at 
Evére under 169 Wing, On 1 February 1948, the 
unt was redesignated 15 Vevoorsen 
Verbindinswing (WoW) [15 Wing Air Trans 
port]. The 15 WbW had No 20 and 21 Squad. 
rons equipped with C-47s. 


The first two C-1 195 arrived at Melsbroek Air 
port on 24 September 1952, and were 
assigned to No20 and No 40 Squadrons for 15 
WoW. They were followed by another 44 Fly 
ing Boxcars. The 30,0274b payload of the 
C-119 was a great improvement over the 7,496- 
ib payload capability of the venerable C-47. 

Following the British and French withdrawals 
from their African colonies in 1959, the Belgian 
government decided to give independence to 
the Belgian Congo. Independence was 
declared on 30 June 1960, Joseph Kasavubu 
was named president and a radical by the 
name of Patrice Lumumba became prime min. 
ister. The Europeans in the Congo began a 
mass exodus. Beginning in July 1960, aiii 
was provided by 15 Wing, using C-47s, C-54s, 
DC-6s, and С-1195 operated ол of 
Leopoldville in the west, and Kamina in the 
south. Security at these bases was provided by 
the newly formed Congolese Army under the. 
command of Colonel Joseph-Desire Mobutu. 
Tensions escalated as the Belgians began to 
intervene in the Congo. A force of 10,000 UN 
roops was airlifted to the theater, primarily by 
the USAF's 322nd AD operating C-130s and 
С.1248. A number of USAF Reserve units also. 
participated in this operation 

C-119G, serial number CP-36, crashed at 
Rushengo on 19 July 1960, after an engine had 
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C-19F-35-7A, sin 82-6022, was OT-CBA, CP, 
iso served with the Belgian Air Force. She wat 
Scrapped at Kokaljde. Via J WR Taylor 


16-1196, 52-8020, became part o the alan AF 
Force inventory withthe code 46-34 А мм — 
minized finish was applied to the aera 
Corrosion protection. Tis ierat supported int 

“allan Air Force nerobatc team and was 
photographed at Buchel AD, West German n 
‘uly 1900, Subsequently the aircraft was poe 


46-28 was C-1190, в/п 82-6041, The alreraf wa 
painted in standard camouflage with dayglo 

‘Orange trim. Note the red spinner and natal 

metal lower engine cowl The вистой was aa 
‘Scrapped at Pisa. MSg! O W Monad 
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operated C-1190.36.FA, 
302200, originally carrying code 46-48. 
ly the code was changed to 46-38, 
shown here with its faded camouflage finish. 
rera was eventually scrapped at Pisa. 
T бес, 


но, um 62.5006, was 46-61 inthe Italian Air 
and was one of 47 that were converted to 
(C118 configuration with the installation of 
нанела! doors. This picture was taken at 
Belgium, on 9 August 1969. This 
was later scrapped at Pisa 
WA Taer 


d he aircraft. Of the 40 paratroops and 
J015, 37 were killed in the crash when the 
struck 60ft below the ridgeline. The 
survivors began a 50-mile hike through 
mountain passes and brush, Only half 
to safety 
ic training can be hazardous. During 
lise on 23 June 1963, C-119G CP-45 
042 paratroops and a crow of five, was 
Ex by an errant phosphorous mortar shell 
bya British Army unit. The aircraft caught 
[ltd crashed near Augustcort, West Ger 
nie nine of the paratroops managed to 
Jump ftom the aircraft, 33 of the para- 
and the five crew members penshed in 
jng crash 
Мод operated 18 C-119Fs between Sep- 


1959 and October 1956, and 28 C-119Gs 
August 1953 and September 1973 


Air Force. 
[oria War Two, the Aeronautica Miltare 
B (AM), or Italian Air Force, operated a 
9 vansport aircraft, some of their own 
and others obtained as part of the 
Ву 1948, the AMI was limited to 350 air 

Jol Which could be fighters and recon. 


naissance, while the remainder had to be train 


ers and transports Transports of hi 


used in the immediate post-war period 


included the Savola-Marchett! SM.79, SM.82 
and SM.102, and Fiat G.12 and б. 
Пау joined NATO im 1949. Expansion 


urements for the AMI in late 1948 resulted 
in a request for DC-3/C-47s that wi 

flown by almost every 

The MDAP 

request and directed that such aircraft be pur 
hased on the open market. Hence, 12 C-47s 
were obiai lian sources. How. 
ever, a more benevolent MDAP board 
rized the transfer of 124 Beech 

to the AMI These aircraft had been derelict in 
West Germany since the end of World War 
Two. allan engineers worked on salvaging the 
C-455 and by the end of 1 

попа! 

The Aeronautica Miltare Каало acquired 70 
C-119Gs and C-119Js between May 1953 and 
January 1979. The frst two C-119Gs were 
delivered to the 46 Stormo Trasporti on 19 May 
1953. On 16 Apri 1954, the AMI transport unit 
was redesignated 46 Aerobrigata Trasporti 
These transports were operated by three 


иво. 


45 Expeditors 


squadrons, one ir 


nsport and two aeromedical 
assigned to 46° Aerobrigala 
Trasporti stationed at Arturo Dell Oro, Pisa, San 
Giusto. 

Adapting to the new aircraft was а major 
undertaking and required a new mindset in 
maintenance and operations. The С-1198, with 
ower, in essence dou 
bled speed and tripled the payload compared 
With the G.12 and G.212 aircraft they replaced, 
Such performance differences brought an 
instant halt to air operations as both air and 
ground crews went to school to learn new oper. 
ational procedures, instrument fight rules, and 
weight and balance techniques, Flight without 
the rear clamshell doors also posed problems 
for the crews. To assist the AMI in coping with 
the new aircraft, USAFE instructors were dis- 
patched to offer training along with a Mobile 
Training Unit. Other AMI personnel were sent to 
Canada and the United States to gain addi 
tonal experience with the C-1 19s. Some crews 
were also sent to airlines for training 

Shortly after the C-119 was declared opera 
tional in the AMI, crews began making over 
seas trips. The frst occurred оп 11 March 1954, 
when a crew went to a дөре al Chgfeauroux 


evacuation, 


almost twice the horse 


Ае, 


АВ, France to obtain spare parts for their 
recently gained Republic F-84 Thunderjets and 
North American F-86 Sabres. 

‘An aerobatic team was formed within the 
Aeronautica Militare Italiano in 1953. It was des- 
ignated the Getti Топай within the 5* Aerobri 
gala. Between 1953 and 1955, aC-119 trom 46° 
‘Stormo Trasport/46" Aerobrigata Trasporti pro- 
vided logistical support for the team. 

The prestige gained by the Italians led to 
tasking by the UN. A civil war broke out in the 
‘Congo in July 1960 and a flight of two С-1195 
from the 46" Aerobrigata Trasporti was sent to 
the area to evacuate Italian citizens, On 26 
‘August 1960, a permanent base was estab- 
lished at МОИ, near Leopoldville where they 
operated until December 1962. Between three. 
and fourteen AMI C-1 19s were stationed there. 
The aircraft were marked with large letters 
describing 'UNO' and 'ITALIAN AIR FORCE’ as 
а sign of neutrality. The Aeronautica Miltare 
Italiano С-1195 delivered food and medical 
supplies to the Congolese people. Crews were 
faced with a lack of radio navigational aids and 
maps riddled with inaccuracies. Many of the 
so-called airields were merely dirt strips. A lack 
of faciities resulted in the aircraft frequently 
being rotated back to Italy for heavy mainte: 
nance. Crews never knew who occupied the 
airstrips until after they landed. On 11 Novem- 
ber 1961, 13 crew members from two C-119s. 
were killed by rebel forces at Kindu airport. Dur- 
ing the evacuation of the Congo in 1961, Dis- 
taccamento Congo, 46 Gruppo lost four С-1198. 

Four Distaccamento Congo, 46° Gruppo 
C-1195 were lost in the Congo operations, 
these are listed in the table below. 


After being in service for about 10 years, the 
C-1195 were sent to SIAI for refurbishment. The 
aircraft were returned to service with a camou: 
flaged paint scheme. 


The AMI would have liked to have replaced 
the C-119s with C-130s, but financial con- 
straints made this idea impossible. Instead, 25 
C-118Js were obtained from MASDC supplies 
at Davis-Monthan AFB, Arizona between Janu- 
ary and March 1964. The C-119Js were 
‘equipped with beavertail doors that the Italians 
named ‘screwdrivers’. Twenty of these aircraft 
went into the inventory of the newly formed 50° 
Gruppo, 46° Aerobrigata Trasporti. 

‘One C-119J crashed on йз delivery fight. A 
second was destroyed in April 1970 when 
seven С-119 crew members and 10 ground 
crew personnel from the Frecce Tricilon aero- 
batic team died in a crash that happened during 
take-off. These four C-119Js were converted 
into VIP transports. 


Seal No Code. Remarks 
Convered io VP use in 1968. 
Scrapped и Vergiate. 

Conver tx VP use Wien of y 
ST! and sapped и Vegate 
(Convertor ҮР use n 980, Con 
verted br EW in 195. 
(Converted ior VP use Wren of JAY 
1979 and scrapped at Psa. 


[NT 


[UE 


Musa seat 


us 


Another five C-119Js were converted for elec 
tronic countermeasures operations and 
assigned to 14 Stormo, 71° Gruppo Guerra 
Elettronica. These aircraft were originally deliv 
ered to the USAF as C-119Gs and subsequently 
retrofitted with beavertal doors and redesig 
nated as C-119Js. 14° Stormo employed these 
aircrah as electronic warfare testbeds. The con- 
versions were accomplished by SIAI Marconi. 
Externally visible were radomes on the nose, 
fuselage sides, and/or belly. 

Five С.1196 were converted for electronics 
wartare testbeds 


at Sello Собе 
aen 
415 
а 
4610 


Саир Remarks 
2Feb 1961 MS 6097 
15Fob 1961 ММБ ФО 
15 Sep 961 М5 ХӘ 
17 оу 1961 Мый 


ya ts 


Uninown Kwemout, Congo. 

Labour Congo Crashed on take otal oss wth some survivors. 
Unknown Karina. Sustained heavy damage. 

Lyr 10 Елее Tanganyika. Congo Crashed onthe, totai les wh some sua. 


ма  Farchid C828 C-119 


SerialNo Remarks 
prr 


Covered for EW in 1975, Dropped tom 
invertory in 198. 
Converted for EW in 1989. Whiten otin 194 
and scrapped at Vergiate. 
(Converted for EW n 1973. Scrapped at Pea: 
(Converted for EW in 1975. Scrapped at 
Vergato in Ape 1977 
Convered tor EW in 1978. Dropped tom 
ventory in January 1984 


пиков 


Musz sos 
Mus2 091 


ass 146 


During 25 years of service with the 
Mittare taliano, tis estimated that the САЙ 
accrued a total of 301,619 flying hours. 


Republic of China Air Force 
The Chung-Kuo Kung Chuan (Republi 
China Air Force [RoCAF]) on Taiwan 

а total of 16 C-119Gs under MDAP in f 
Eventually, a total of 120 surplus C-1195 
transterred to the ROCAF. Many of these: 

were probably used as a source for 

While some of these aircraft were replaced| 
18 C-119Ls, a number of C-119Gs were 
fitted to the C-119L standard on Taiwan. 
aircraft were operated by the 101st, 102ndi 
103rd Troop Carrier Squadrons, 6th Troop 
Tier and Anti-Submarine Combined 
based at Pingtung In addition to logistical 
port within the island of Taiwan, tho C-1 196 
vided urgently needed ait to the 
contended islands of Matsu and Quemoy. 
venerable Flying Boxcars were phased 
the ROCAF in 1997 and replaced by. 
С-1306, much to the consternation ofthe 
munist Chinese on the mainland. 


Royal Norwegian Air Force 
No335 Squadron, Royal Norwegian Air 
‘operated eight C-119G from Gardermoen; 
way between June 1956 and July 1989 
On 6 December 1968, aircraft BW-E, 
Eimer, had been on a training mission wi 
‘clamshell doors removed. The landing 
was too low and the left main gear 
the ground 13 meters short of the runway 
aircraft slid down the runway for B00 
before coming to rest 10 meters to the lel 
of the runway. While there were no 
C-119 was severely damaged when 
crews moved the aircraft. Equipment 
vaged and the aircraft was scrapped. 
Eight C-119Gs were assigned to 
‘Squadron, Royal Norwegian Air Force: 
ried its Norwegian serial number and: 
code. In addition, a name was applied io 
side of the nose of each aircraft The 
ial on the fin was retained. 


fight C-Y9L-FA, sin 51-7985, was assigned ROKAF s/n 3160. И too was. 
retrofitted with throe-bladed propellers. А blue stripe was applied from the 
тозе aft beneath the cockpit windows, and the prop hubs were painted 
"us, indicating that the aircraft was assigned to 103 Squadron. The 
‘squadron insignia was carried above the nose number. 

Rad Leeuw 


Beo iot C-119L-FA, sin 51-0060, appeared in the SEA camouflage 
scheme, and carried ROKAF a'n 3120. The blue propeller hub indicates. 
Bat he aircraft was assigned to No 103 Squadron. While the squadron 
— was placed on the nose, the 6th Antisubmarine & Transport Wing 
Insignia was applied tothe vertical fins. Geriarsn Yu va Fu Lecuw 


aon rct C-FYSL-XM, s/n 51-8150, was given ROKAF s/n 3204, and 
монеа to No 103 Squadron. Benjamin Yu va Russ Leeuw 


n 51-2693, was supplied to the Royal 


Chapter 22 


Civilian Packets and Boxcars 


А number of C-82 Packets and C-119 Flying 
Boxcars found their way into the civilian market 
after they no longer had any military value for 
the United States. Their civilian uses ranged 
from standard transports to fire bombers; how. 
ever several were put to unique uses. More than 
a dozen C-82 Packets and 50 C-1 19 Flying Box 
cars carried US civil registrations as of the mid 
1980s. Some of these airplanes were employed 
in air cargo operations while a number of 
C-119s were used in support of US Forestry 
Service fire fighting operations in the western. 
United States. A listing of these US-registered 
airplanes is presented in Appendix б. 


Civilian Type Certificates 
As the C-82s and C-1 19 became excess to US 


military requirements, they were made avail 


150 Farchid C-82 4 0-119, 


able on the civilian market and carried limited 
type certificates that were issued by the Civil 
‘Aeronautics Agency (CAA) (predecessor of the. 
Federal Aviation Administration [FAA]). The 
САА, and later FAA, issued a Type Certificate 
Data Sheets for certain modifications made to 
these airplanes. These Type Certificates (TCs) 
were applied for, and granted to specific com 
panies, allowing a variety of special purpose 
‘operations including: specialized cargo trans- 
роп. carriage of fish, forest & wildlife conserva: 
tion, aerial spray, and aerial surveying 

The table opposite summarizes the civilian. 
туре Certificates (TCs) issued by the FAA 


'Steward-Davis Jet-Pak Conversion 
The Steward-Davis Company, Los Angeles 
СА, has always boen а nuts-and-bolts engi- 


neering firm. They began development with he 
US Navy surplus Westinghouse 1,600-bet J30. 
turbojets. These were the first jet engines tobe 
built solely on US technology. Normally the 
government provides aircraft components na 
piecemeal fashion through their surplus pro 
grams. In an unprecedented move, Steward 
Davis bid on the entire stock of J30 engine, 
spare parts, and technical orders when the 
McDonnell FH-1 Phantoms were declared sure 
plus to Navy requirements. The bid wif 
accepted, and Steward-Davis went to ной 
making the C-82 a real performer, 

А number of engineering chang 
made to the C-82 to reduce its empty 
from 31,4981b to something in the order 
27,000 b. The electric landing gear ach 
system was replaced with a hydraulic sy 
The heavy main gear wheels and brakes 
replaced with lighter ones coming from 
Douglas DC-4, In a conservative engi 
effort, a pair of J30 was installed in a. 
side-by-side pod above the wing center 
tion, Even with these engines the empty 
was only approximately 29,000 i. 

During certification testing at Edwards 
CA, in 1960, a C-82 with a single J30 
proved a maximum gross weight of 43( 
without use of the jet and 62,400 with thi 

As a follow-on to their C-82 Jot Pak. 
Steward-Davis began engineering 
ment of a similar installation for the C-t 
January 1961. By March 1962, const 
а prototype was begun and the frst 
‘occurred in September of the same year. 

‘The initial 26 C-1 19s retrofitted with the 
were accomplished as fld modifications 
Indian Ai Force, which are described. 
in this volume, The installation was 


wore 


Formerly an ARS aircraft, C-82A-FA, sin 4 
23029, the aircraft carried the scars on the 
от Its prior service. NABZSV was 

Inte а sprayer for use by Skyspray trom 


lettering on the nose read ‘UNITED | 
EM Sommench va P M Bowers 


— Date TCHolder Мон Мари Modiations tations ‘Serial Numbers 
TASS Әони анонс СЕА None L wege amators ы 
3200 ery Ave Ove congested aas STO QUIS 42220 EW MOD 
Long Beach, CA — 6 Аоте 
Pics copi + seats & seabels for oter 
‘sonnet necessary o operate spec quent 
—R паллета порто, 1 wege imassons b) Ower al weas 
— — 50000 TO 2000 0. E29 vo 22968 
Реа Category. 50000 TO 47200109. ALS 44.2088 4 2804 
su 7054000169. 442294 Pro 4 258, exoept 4423004 
Somo Tosa mosg 45577 and subsequent 
Pt сори + seats å seatbelts br other 
personnel ecesary to oparte specal equipment 
aww Ress IL egt тоз Ove a ares 
1 D el engne 5000070 2000109 taso mn 44 2868 
este Category 00070472005 4 2960 tri 4-280 Û 420004 
S4000 O 5400169 "Ed 
$400 705400069 4557733 and ийме 
Prt cogio дл seats абез or het 
penn necessary o operate speci quent 
11Mar1979 Аво ноп Сор СЛС Lonecheruntoorioespeeo L Umledio gt rw & number ot 19 838, 9101 u I 
лога Apot Union engretng — —— — 5011050417) 
Око СА lerspecalpumposed'esthwid uncon Carpo handles must wer STS mustasta 
cersenaton wth cargo бо aled. dey — 512587 туу! 2801 
Festi Calgon пила sucre nga rp operons. 51:8239 Meu 51-4273 
asw C1196 IL None, oher han or len per ero ме to ight crew потові 51256 51.8168 
— ———— — 
Пре purpose clos wise incon Cayo tances must wer 528000 2BU 
— Cango cot rated. —— S2840 tr SESS 
eset Category oat scare cng a np operons. 5380955453816 
Юе! Hawkins A Powers C-119G | Reopa pis 1 Методе По tit cew В готов бровою 51-202 vu 51.8168 
Aton e 4 tof Mood per вика to petom special purpose operon, 5117386 ту 7367 


С 


oy 1981 


Gayo, WY 


Sabi Сл 
383 Stich Road 
Lake Stevens, WA 
Paci mematonal C119) 
Foods, re мог 
18906 5th NE 
Minggon WA 
атаа СИА 
2861 14h Ave 
Colntus, OH 
ona 
ene 


Hawkins â Powers engneereg ози. 
Бева Category 


None excepta loading asst device. 


Селе special purposes ot acuta 52-6000 tu 52.7804 
cpeatons, krest & widile conservation ai 52.5840 tu 525054 
muwyng carageditao Forcanyngfh 53-6060 tr 534156 
їл поа rated cago, — е 5390137 533090. 
aRorabymcdfedperhers & Powers 53201 thu 53.3216 
— 57606 hu 59:7804 


Cert kor special purpose cariage fargo, 51-262 hr 51-8188: 51-1795 v 17967 
Operation over populated areas s prohibited 52800 tu 5-784; 52-5840 т 52:5054 
S308 nı S8156 


nied o ight cew & number ûl persons  BuNo131006 
— о ребот ts redd operation 

Canfed kor he speci purpose carage ot 

argo Operation over densely populates areas 

вро: 


Utada ght crew & потоне ol persons 597804 
esseri pm ts tended operation. 


тава io fight rew Brumberof persons 5994 
essential to pero ts tended uncon. 

Operation over densely populated areas 

зрелым: 


Lined о fit cew numberof pesons BuNo 131689, 131673, 131700 4 131677 
эмел 1o gem ts tended tuncton 
Operation over densely populated areas 


‘spotted 
scanned — — 


afet (2007) 


тага Dawn 


N74127 was formerly C-E2A-FA, s/n 45-57807, 
after service with Latin American operators. She 
Served as the Steward. Davis prototype tor the 

Саз Jet-Pak. The company logo appeared both 
on the nose and tall of the aircraft. Steward Davs 


This Steward-Davis-modifiod C-82 reveals ts 
flight characteristics with the No 1 engine. 
feathered. The boost from the small jot engine 
permitted straight and level fight with an engine 
out. Steward: Davi 


around a single 3,400-bst Westinghouse J34 
'engine mounted above the wing center secon. 

Later, at the request of the Indian Air Fore, 
Steward-Davis developed а three-jet version 
that added a detachable J34 under each wing 
These units were designed for quick disco 
nect, thereby permitting field removal shoulda) 
mission not require all three jet engines. Мића 
three engines, а 77,000-b maximum шей. 
weight could be achieved. With the both f 
piston and jet engines, the maximum crist 

eed was 168-175 knots (194-202mph). 200. 
262 knots (234-302mph). A phenomenal 1208 
3,500 per minute rate of climb could bi 
achieved at sea level. Airplanes with this mode 
fication were known as Steward-Davis/Arcrl 
international STOLmasters. 

The Jet-Pak nacelles incorporated № 
doors that eliminated the drag induced 
windmiling engines. With the Steward Dai 
modifications to the Westinghouse J34, 
power package was designated Jet Pak 
The detachable wing pods were inter 
able, left and right, and between ai 
through the use of quick-attach fittings a 
wing hard points 

In a rebuttal to an Aviation Week & 
Technology Letters to the Editor entry in 


Davis, inc, stated that а C-119 wih Rd 
reciprocating engines and an 
Steward-Davis JetPak configuration 
operate out of any field which the де 
CV-2B Caribou or Lockheed C-130 
could operate from at far lower cost. Th 
Pak 3402 provided a 10,205 М inn 
using FAA performance standards, ata 
six cents per mile increase in operating co 
$0.000005 per pound. Friendly nations 
could not afford the C-130 could easily 
afforded a C-119 with a JetPak 3400. 
Steward-Davis installation cost $56,000. 
їп 1961, the US Federal Air Regulations 
amended to permit certification of 
С-а2в with the Jet-Pak. Steward-Davis 
те investors by early 1964 and went 
conversion business in earnest. Their fi 
mercial installation was made on TWN'SG 
using а 3,400-bst Westinghouse J34. 
ally their business partners went bankî 
Steward-Davis, unable to find another pi 


uickly, was forced to scrap around 50 
es Scand 


Steward Davis later developed a twin-jet retrofit 


package for the C-119. The prototype 
STOLMASTER was Installed on N3835, formerly 
RCAF C-119F-FA, 22133. Steward Davis 


Flying май Car 
Fairchild had converted a C-82 for use as a Fly 
Ing Mail Car. The conversion made a working 
Becton in the middle of the cargo compart 
ment; a mail bag stowage area in the forward 
ame: and a bag rack, locked registered тай 
Wie, and a locker in the aft section. The aircraft 
Tad about 93% of the capacity of a standard 
falroad maiicar. Up to six tons of mai could be 
ате on a 500-mile leg, or in excess of four 
fons could be carried 1,200 miles. 

‘Anew Scent алта! service was instituted by 
Be US Postal Service on 1 October 1946, At 
900 hours the United Air Lines Flying Mail Car 
(ed о! rom LaGuardia Field, NY, and began 
Ms fight along US Air Mail Route No 1, which 
(Mid been pioneered in 1920 as the first 
Binscontinenta! plane/trai fast three-day mai 
nice. The original service had cost 24 cents 

The Flying Mai Car route 
Guarda to Cleveland, Chicago, Omaha, 
Denver, Cheyenne, Salt Lake Chy. and San 
Francisco, thus completing US Air Mail Route 
bı. The fight then continued over United Air 
уез оле AM. 11 to Sacramento, CA; Medford. 
Бе Eugene, OR: and on to Seattie, WA. The 
[ftre ro took about 12 hours. 

The inaugural ight carried 13 people includ: 
Big: Captain Edgar Halo, UAL's New York fight 
pemtendent: Dan Honry, Fairchid's chiet 

lol. Dean Smith, Fairchild's Director of 
кето: E L Green, UAL's 
lpeintendent of maintenance; John J Hart. 
№ postal supervisor; Charles Rogge, 
' Director of Commercial Sales; Ray 
в, UAL's New York publicity manager 
[AB Mekcrum, a Fairchild mechanic. Postal 
included B E McCaskil, Wiliam H 

and E S Ransome 

II operation was о! ie pra 

had a short duration. 


is Ontos 
I. Ontos means thing - appropriate for 
ê flown by Trans World Airlines as a 
ce support ship. The USAF had 
released 120 of these aircraft for civi 
purchase. 
ina rater unusual manner. The TWA 

WL Trimble, was introduced to the aircraft 
40 hours о! fying with AI Schwimmer, 

ol Bedek Aviation at Lydda Airport, 
demonstrating 


However, this aircrah was 


Schwimmer had bee 
alt lor the Israeli Air Force. 

crat was originally powered by a pair 

[hp PAW R-2800-85 engines. Trimble 


engineers and technicians instal 


found a pair of surplus R-2B00-CB16 er 
wath 


gines, 
a single-stage supercharger, which had 
come from TWA's Martin 404 inver 
the consultation of Fairchild, P 
and Hamilton Standard, it wai 
be added. 


compressor followed by a single 


а Whitney, 
suggested that 
4 turbojet engine with 1,000 bst 
The engine had a diagonalfiow 

al stage 


and had been used on the Ryan Firebee drone 
ssl, This change would permit increasing 
the gross take-off weight from 49,000 tc 
50,000 1b, and also enhance the single-engir 
performance of the астап TWA approved ot 
these changes, procured the aircraft for 


$50,000, and budgeted another $100,000 for 
the fying maintenance base that this alrcraf 
JA purchased the C-82 trom 


would become. TY 


Schwimmer in Jun 


Further modification consisted of replacing 
all of the wiring with 50, 000R of wiring based оп 
the Lockheed Constellation. In addition, ай of 


the radios would be replaced to the Constolla 
non standard. Some ol the equipment was so 
new that tt would not appear unti the advent of 
the Boeing 707. The modified aircraft went into 
service in April 1957. 

Ontos operated out of TWA's maintenance 
base at Orly Airport, France. On occasion TWA 
contracted with Air France for the use of their 
ngar and aircraft weighing facilities, The 
craft served to transport engines and other 

в parts throughout TWA's European, North 
African, Middle Eastern, and Western Pacific 
areas of operations. Ontos would be used to fly 
а pair of R-3350 engines in support of TWA's 
Lockheed Constellation operations, Once per 
month the aircraft would make a 112-hour 
round trip along the following route: Paris 
France - Nice, France - Rome, italy - Brindisi, 
Мау - Athens, Greece - Rodhos, Greece 
Nicosia, Cyprus - Beirut. Lebanon - Benghazi, 
Libya - Chandigarh, India - Karachi, India 


кейи сага NE] 
alfetta (2007) 


United Air Lines operated this C-82, NCBI, 
named The Flying Mail Car, with Its NC (US 
registry. The. 
'aphed in 1955, flew as a mall carrier on 


The completed Steward-Davis jet pod mounted 
on the TWA C-82 Is shown in is let oblique 


View ofthe aircraft. Steward Dave 


Wien Alaska Airlines operated N51028, бени 
Davis conversion of former USAF C-E2AFA. 
эп 46-57782. During this stage — 
Brera carried this blue and white paint 
scheme. OD O! M Bower 


appeared brightly polished 
the car around the country. Yi) Вок 
DW Мела 


uma, india - Bungie 
Thailand - and Manila, Philippines. One eng 
would be dropped off at Bombay, and th che 
at Mania. A shorter, 57-hour, 10-day tip wall 
be flown as far as Bombay. in one year the CAR 
could save $250,000 

Later Ontos was retrofitted with tho Ste 
Davis Jot Pack consisting of a single Wosing 
house J34 axial flow turbojet mounted опор 
е wing center section. The Jet Pack тоб 

on is described below, Coriicaton Wil 

omplished by the former co-pilot and М 
plot Captain Claude Girard. He lator baci 
TWA's Paris-based VP for Fight Operations 

The airplane was ugly as sin, being аге 
trom Israel with a Greek пате operated Uni 
т 
from a French airfield I was a med up aW 
ture with four engines - one on each wing ai 
on з roof, and one in its bal 

Bull as a C-82A-FA, serial number 45478] 
af was registered N2047 when intl 
erated by TWA When the Steward Dai 
pod was added it was re-rogistered ЕТЕЙ 
and then N9701F The аиста lator retuned 
the United States and was operated by B 
Wing and Helicopter. Subsequently the il 
served with Northern Air Cargo, and Ml 
Hawkins & Powers. Today the ист is mall 


Bombay, India - C 


Ethiopian registry by an American ai 


The complete Steward Davis Jet Pk 2402. 
— on a C-119 was nestled under the 
wing. The bulged faring accommodated me 
engine accessories. Sonaro Davis, 


‘The Steward-Davis Jet Packet 13402, with boll 
engines feathered and the gear down, was it 
to maintain straight and level fight. 


alfetta (2007) 


‘Tis immaculate three-tone C-82 was operated 
by yng В, inc of Anchorage, AK. The dual 
engine iie is revealed in this view. N E Fr 


[laned by Hawkins & Powers at the South Big 
County Airport, Wyoming and on occa- 
is flown to airshows and other events 

itis a welcome addition to the program. 


American Operations. 
[number of Latin American airines obtained the 
Packet during the mid-1950s and 1960s. 
'arcrat were known as Vagoes Voladores. 
CMAMexicana acquired five of these aircraft 
1956 for use in their cargo operations. In 
o Improve the yaw characteristics of the 
they installed long dorsal filets Mex- 
үзбөө! included these aircraft 


‘aircraft were in the Transportes Aereos 
vos. SA fleet 


USAF SNo 


p 
una 


tes Aereos Gualemalecos operated 
4523050 as TG-DAC-79. The airplane 
Iventualy scrapped in Miami, FL 


Condor flew a pair о! C-82As with dis- 
results 


USAFSNO Remarks 


ASSTAT Cashed at Satasana cn 
15 March 1970 
Crashed at Santa Ona on 


25 November 1960, 


ss 


Guatemalteca also operated C-82 


via Ме D W Menard 


Aerovas Guest acquired a pair of C-82s in 
1955. 


першу USAF SNo 
эдк sm 
XML m 


Cruzeiro, the domestic operator in Brazil, took 
delivery of a number of C-82 in 1958. Т 
aircraft were primarily used to haul spare 
‘engines. One of these aircraft PP-CFE. had the 
ignominy of ending its career as a night club in 
Rio de Janeiro in 1965. 


Рију USAFSMo Mos 

PRGEM 455745 Оленди Guanabara Bay 
Re ûe Janeiro on 11 dn 1958. 

ты ssm 

OK ёт 

та 57M 

РОМ 455700 

PROE бз 

PROB SSIS 


Honduras obtained a single C-82, FAH 793, 
through a different route. The aircraft was pur 


chased as surplus in Miami, FL, sometime in. 
1957, but it was not delivered until April 1958. 
This aircraft, being a single ship, proved to have 
serious mechanical difficulties - probably due 
to a shortage of spare parts, Over a five-year 
period, the aircraft was used only intermittently 
before being sold. 

Brazil obtained 12 C-82s directly from the 
USAF as part of the Mutual Defense Assistance 
Program (MDAP) in 1956. One of these aircraft 
45-57783, subsequently flew with VARIG of 
Brazil as PP-CEL and now is preserved at the 
Brazilian Air Force Museum in Rio de Janeiro, 
VARIG, the Brazilan international carver 
obtained a number of C-82s in 1958. These air 
craft woro 


USAF SNe 


am 
455780 
“sm 
тив 
45115 
46576 
sm 
4557788 
4557810 
455012 


Name 


9 
Certus 


WE 
=й 


idi T 


Several minor Peruvian airlines operated the 
C-82. Compania Aereo Mercantil, SA (САМБА) 
had one Packet. Rutas Aéreas del Peru, SA 
(RAPSA) also operated a single C-82. Expreso 
Aereo Peruano, ЗА flew three of these aircraft 
between 1956 and 1962. Transperuana de 
Aviacion operated a single C-82 between 1964 
and 1967, 

In Columbia, Lineas Aéreas del Caribe 
(ШОСЕ) operated three C-82s for their cargo 
‘operations from Barranquilla and Bogota. One 
of these aircraft, HK-426, with the name Arauca 
under the cockpit, was last known to be resting 
without engines at Eldorado International Air 
port 

During the late 1950s Aerovivas Monder 
‘operated a C-82 with the registry CX-AQA. The 
company provided non-scheduled service to 
Miami, Florida. 

The Ohio Oil Company of Guatemala oper 
ated at least four С-825. 


Tale of a Caribbean Packet 
C-82, 45-5773, had been purchased by David 
Losiey. He leased the Packet to an affiliate of 
Pan American World Airways, Servicio Aero de 
Honduras (SAHSA), that operated a number of 
DC-3s and a Consolidated PBY Catalina. Whil 
with SAHSA, the С-82 carried registry HR. 
ЗАМ. The company had won а contract from 
Esso Oil to fly gas cooking stoves for the ой 
company. 

The Packet was subsequently sold to Оос 
George Byron Adler Aider, an entrepreneur who 
was a Cessna dealer in the Caribbean. Alder had 
been in medical school, dropped out and joined 
the Navy: hence the moniker ‘Doc’. The aircraft 
was re-rogistered as N4834V. On the afternoon 
of 29 July 1965, the C-82 was flying between. 
Lake Front Aiport, New Orleans and Guatemala 
Сау while under the command of Captain Wen- 
del W Levister, aka Black Eagle. While 
approaching their destination, they encountered 
а number of tropical thunderstorms, which 


Guest Aerovias Mexico operated XA-LIL on Its 
cargo routes. Later the aircraft operated with 
‘Aerovias Condor as CP-677. The aircraft was ex- 
USAF C-82A-FA, s/n 45-87747. Museum ol Fight 


Using ead года, th sre of ve 
— cos handed o wha he 
Foi wan Maeth, d ODE som Kg 
— — ———— 
Gad te sgin — 
ad de Mo сано Te олш 
madoto pe апреле down medal. 

The Not engine ded of el saraton ad 
the pilots set the aircraft up for a stall. Shortly 
Pere Ta cow ian Us arta sro bi 
Mist Anode was ento ope te opal 
mdsyws bion a arpian park а 
Ter fad come o soa nd bur wh A 
Vereine s ha lere oh escape ht 

od aie eror lard eid] 
— ure Tha пос вна 
bwy vers any тушн. Win и one call 
us netta tica Med Tan 
— Mex A co hend on pa 
о! Captain Levister averted injuries and fatali. 
ties under most daunting conditions. 7 

The асай ves nat savages and A 
wait med begwn corodng til 
a 


Latin American Losses 
At least 11 C-82s were lost during Latin 
сап civilian operations. Known losses аге! 
in the table below. 


Hollywood Packet 
In 1965, Twentieth Century Fox Studios 
а fim entitled Flight of the Phoenix, thal 
directed by Robert Aldrich. Buttercup 

Arizona served as the backdrop for the fim. 
movie featured Jimmy Stewart, Richard 
borough. Peter Finch, Hardy Kruger, and 


USAF SNo resulted in one airport аһег another going below Borgnine. A C-82 belonging to St 
— minimums. The ADF was all but worthless was used inthe movie. In the fim, aC-8l 
ы because of the static created by the storm's lost over the African desert and crashed 
SIDE ‘electrical activity. As the storms enveloped the ol the passengers, a model airplane 
AUN ‘entire Yucatan Peninsula, twas getting dark and suggested building a single engined 
= the fuel state was becoming precarious. ‘rom the wreckage. After much haggling, 
Date Operator Registry USAFSNo Location Remans 
300011957 TAMSA элин Camgoeche Merco During cmb out tom Campeche тако Apo wi a oad ol tight 
3on doa tates 
11 Jan 1958 Cruzeiro PPCEH 4557745 Rode Janeiro, Bas Durng nal cimb out fom Rio de Janeiro Sartos Dumont Aport on rag 
Instrument yng screens wer in place. The aircraft iost айты and stuck al 
beio crashing nto Guanabara Bay 2 on board tatis 
1ê Jan 1958 Cra PRCEF 4557812 Belem Bari The No engine caught fre aer tke wie on aright fight. 3 on bord 
28an 1980 Cruzeiro PPCEM 4557810 обе Janso, Brazi Damaged beyond repa 
24g 1960. DAC 22955 E Palma: Вома The arora crashed, 
25 Nov ТО Aerovias Condor Срат 455758 Sarta uz. Boia The aria crashed. 
291965 Оос George Byron Ader МЕМУ 45573  Campoeche. Menco  Diched on a sand bar. on board atis 
15Mar 1970 TABSA (РАП 455747 — Bova 
Oct 1970 Amazonia Comercio eindustia РТР 48594 Unknown 
2804190 Amazonia Comersoelndusia РТОМ 48578 Sera do None, Ban 
TA tenez CPS 455777 San Ramon Arpon Bolivia Crashed on take-ot 6 tates 


27 lan 1977 
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pne в buit utilizing one nacelle and tailboom, 
прах of outboard wing panels, and an intrigu- 
ing pair of skis supported by some of the tuse- 
age frame structure, For the passengers to 
оп to, handholds were attached to the 
(ing top surfaces. The result was a cobbled-up 
(machine utlizing parts from a North American 
18Текап and a Beech C-45 Expeditor. The fy. 
scenes were performed by Paul Mantz. He 
kiled flying the mongrel machine and the 
was dedicated to him. To complete the 
V a North American О-47 was employed for 
fying scenes of the strange airplane The 
was so well done that only a skilled 
сап discern the switch. 

For some of the lying shots in the fim, Stew- 

avis provided C-82 №8887С. 


Déja Vu 
protracted negotiations for a suitable аи. 
{ Hollywood was able to remake the Flight 
the Phoenix using C-119s instead of C-82s. 
\Comutair RAQ-2, Види 131700, was rest 
in Nairobi, Kenya, and would have been 
lor the new fim - relatively easy to restore 
Ioperational condition, and closer to the fim 
locale. It is believed that this aircraft we 
employed in the movie as a prop. 
Hawkins & Powers had C-119F, RCAF sin 
131, in storage at Greybull, WY, with reg: 
N15501. This aircraft was restored to air- 
standards. The 50-year-old aircraft 
fown to Namibia for use in the flying 
in the fim and returned to Greybull 
an epic fight via Brazil in June 2004. 
addition, the filmmaker found a pair or 
IRAQs in an aircraft boneyard in Tucson. 
paid $50,000 each, had them dismantled 
fucked to Galveston, ТХ, and then 
the parts to Namibia. 
remake ot Flight of the Phoenix was done. 
Studios, under the direction of John 
j, and stars Dennis Quaid. 


FIRE FIGHTING 


operators employed C-119s in support 

Jfohing operations in the west; including 

8 Powers in WY, and Aero Union and 
Valley Flying Service in CA. 


а Powers 

& Powers Aviation, Incorporated has. 
n business since 1969, operating a vari- 
стай for fre fighting and seismic explo- 


ration tom their base in Greybull, WY. The com- 
pany evolved from Chrysier-Avery Aviation, а 
company specializing in agricultural spraying 
and fre fighting since 1958. Hawkins В Powers 
was founded by co-owners Dan Hawkins and 
Gene Powers. Duane Powers is curently the 
principal in the company. Included in their 
inventory was the Farchid Flying Boxcar. At 
least 21 exRCAF and two exUSAF С-1198 
were operated by Hawkins & Powers. 

The aeria tanker feet numbers were carried 
on the Steward Davis Jet-Pak cowing. As may 
be seen, the fleet numbers were duplicated 
over time, Al but two o these aircraft were for 
mer RCAF C-119F' Information is gwen inthe 
table below 

During the summer of 1981 Hawkins & Pow. 
ers ship No 138, registry N8682. was employed 
under contract for the Bureau of Land Manage 


ment to drop fuel bladders to fire fighting hel 
copter pads in northern Alaska. Опе 4,500.b 
fuel bladder had been dropped at a site some 
30 miles south of Венев Field near tho village 
of Allakaket close to the Koyukuk River. Each 
fuel bladder was mounted on a pallet that rolled 
оп roller trays mounted to the main cabin floor, 
А pair of 64ft diameter parachutes eased the 
load to the ground when dropped from an alt 
tude of about 400ft above ground level. The first 
drop was successful and the plane headed 
towards the second drop zone. The No2 
engine began smoking then exploded. Fire 
spread along the right tailboom. (Remember 
that the control surfaces on a C-119 are fabric 
covered.) The pilot, Ed Dugan, a former USAF 
F-100 pilot in Southeast Asia with over 1,500 
‘skydiving jumps to his credit, and Jim Slocum 
the co-pilot, with more than 150 jumps, flew the 


‘Tanker Feet Но Registry Miltary Serial Jet Pods Remarks 
ms N 
мае mu 
ms 2001 
mse 2205 
ms 2214 
кз zn 
w MES 218 Soge Steward Davs To Dover AFB Museum. Jet pod removed 
w мео 210 Crashed 10 Jun 1978 
* к 210 
2 MES 213 Sede Seward Davs 
мл за 
"s M&S — Crashed 16 Sep 1987 
— 2008 
ns мой 2211 Single Seward Dave 
мат 2216 
w мот 
м ш 
ns ma 2709 SegeSiwariDas Crashed near Beles Field, AK 1981 
мо wes 211 Sege Seward Davs 
* NON 2215 
EI MED 215 SegeSewardDais Crashed 127 un 1981 
E ме 212 
№5 2200 
wes 2007 
anned 


овие 


Aero Union Сө 
Tanker Fleet Мо Registry 

KEZI 
n мла 


Miltary Seral 


Jet Pods 


aircraft. Four smoke jumpers served as kicker 
in the main cabin, They were Chris Fairine 
from Fairbanks, AK; Jack Firestone fro 
McCall, ID; and Jim Olson and Tony Past 
from Fairbanks. Dugan contacted Bettles Fie 
ала declared an emergency. Although he ha 
both feet on the left rudder pedal, the aircra 
continued to yaw to the right. Dugan ordere 
the others to bail out and he remained with th 
ship. The co-pilot and kickers had new quici 
opening parachutes that had been issued th 
year for the first time, The second fuel bladde 
was jettisoned and the crew bailed out Duga 
cleared а ridge and saw the south fork of th 
Koyukuk River and a sandbar He had no ад 
or landing gear. C-119s were not good in bel 
landings. Dugan kept the nose slightly hig 
and brought the aircraft down onto the sand 
bar. A helicopter in the area rescued the dà 
pilot and kickers, then went after Dugan TM 
crew was taken to Fairbanks. Three days шй 
Dugan and Slocum had a new Hawkins & Ров 
ers C-119 waiting for them. 


‘Aero Union 
Aero Union, of Chico, CA, was founded by Dal 
Newton in July 1961. The company specalat 
vial firefighting and providing modici 
tor firefighting aircraft. Aero Union modi 
ed С-119 for firefighting operations though 
FAA Type Certificate A21WE 
The С.1198 were known to have been i 
Aero Union's inventory are detailed in the tat 
lef. 


ом 


Hemet Valley Flying Service 
Hemet Valley Flying Service had as many ad 
aircraft employed in the fre fighting miss 
least four of which were С-1198. The 


“scanned 
by 
alfetta ( 


007) 


Borcars wore equipped with the Steward-Davis 
(DM Jer Pack. These aircraft could carry 2.400 
[Plons of wat nt versus. th 
К gallons carried by the Convair PBY 
fBrinas. Hemet Valley's C-1198 ha 
Brum gross weight of 70,000 b, and could be 
[prated rom hard surfaced runways that were 
тее 4.0008 in length. The aircraft had a 5 
ur endurance and could carry up to 20 fully 
coed fro fighters. А typical crew consisted 
E wo piots fight 
anc. In addition to working with the US 
Itt Service and the California Division of 
гу. the company worked with the Chilean 


and a engineer 


ment for several years. 
The C-1195 listed in the table below were 
— have been in Ноте! Valley Flying Ser 

I inventory. The вена! tanker fleet num. 


were carried on the vertical fin. 


ЖЕТ LUMBER COMPANY 


Nantucket Lumber Company operated 
2, registry NI7SML (exUSMC BuNo 
IET». to haul lumber to Block Island, RI, in 

ofthe relocation of the Southeast Light 


The aircraft had originally served in 
based at MCAS Cherry Point, North 
and was deployed to Port Lyautey, 
to support Marine ground forces dur 

[Be Lebanon crisis in 1958. Subsequently it 


wih USMC Reserve units in Miami 

and Minneapolis, with VMR-352. 
#6 and VMR-234, respectively. The air 
fat derelict л one of the boneyards at Tuc 
emational Airport after serving with the 

tet Lumber Company. Currently the ai 
(в being cared for by the Mid Atlantic Air 


ing, PA and may well be the 
last Flying Boxcar in fying condition. 


CIVILIAN ACCIDENTS 


While there a OUS examples o! accidents 


with C C-1195 in civilian operation, only 
afew willbe described Alaska в known for short 
fields, high density alttude airhelds snow anc 


ice conditions, rugged terrain, adverse winds, 
ns. Each of these 
factors makes fying in Alaska challenging. 

А C-82 was obtained by the John W Mecom 
Oi Company of Houston, TX, from Humble Ol 
& Refining in July 1963. The as then 
used to fy regular 900 «le fights between Jor 
ddan and Benghazi On 20 December 1964, Hoyt 
Willams, a US pilot, and Kejel Grup. a Swede, 
had filed a fight plan from Amman to Cairo at 
2435 hours. As was the practice, no Egyptian 

red, and попе was 
authorities с 1 


the C-82 was detected by 


Egyptir 
around 1000 hours 
radar and a pair of MiGs were dispatc 
Intercept. The fighters broke 
Packet appeared to be heeding th 
to land at Cairo. The Egyptians claimed that 


received. d 


Hemet Valley C1198 


Tanker Рев Мо Registry 


= 


Carrying US Forestry Service fleet number 81, 
— was ex-USAF С-119С-13-ҒА, a'n 49-0132, 
The aircraft was operated by Hemet Valley 
Flying Service and carried these distinctive red. 
and black markings. G 5 Wars 


when the arcraft tumed away, 
returned and shot t down near Ale 

On 7 July 1983, Northern Air Cargo C-82A 
registry NO7O1F, experienced an incident at 
Anchorage, AK. The main gear 
landing. While the nose gear was down and 
locked with a green gear indicator light in the 
cockpit, there was по down and locked gear 
indicator ight for the main gear. Examination 
revealed signatures that are consistent with 
extreme overload resulting from an event such 


the fighters 
пайа, 


xllapsed after 


as attempting to extend the gear with the ан. 
craft on the ground. The crew claimed to have 
searched for a checklist in the cockpit. The 
probable cause was listed as the pilot in com- 
mand not following the checklist. There was а 
ew of two aboard the aircraft. Both escaped 
without injuries. This aircraft, that had previ 
ously served with TWA as Ontos, was repaired 
and returned to service 


On 26 June 1984, a Norther 


Air Cargo 


OU med 
e 


пасата 


C-82A, NA753C, was on approach to their des- 
ination In Alaska when the crew was unable to 
extend the landing gear using either the normal 
ог emergency extension systems, The crew 
‘opted to retum to Anchorage where emer. 
gency equipment was available, Fuel was 
reduced on the return leg, A wheels-up landing 
was made on a foamed runway, Both crew 
members escaped injuries in the accident. A 
subsequent examination revealed that the right 
gimbal ring/travel nut had traveled beyond its. 
normal distance and jammed against the colar 
on the electric gear actuator. 

On 24 April 1984, the crew of Hawkins & 
Powers C-119, registry N15509, was attempt 
ing atake-off on an airstrip at Venetie, AK. Brak 
ing action at the 3.0001 elevation airstrip was 
considered good during the normal summer 
season. The runway was covered with snow 
during most of the year, as on the day of the 
accident. Grading and construction permitted 
take-offs to the south only; resulting in many 
take-otfs being made with a talwind. On the 
day of the accident, there was a 5-knot wind 
from the north, gusting to 10 knots. The plot in 
command stated that nosewheel steering was 
not effective and the rudder did not respond 
‘due to the tailwind. Most pilots used а 25" night 
tum dogleg of the runway at the north end to 
start their take-off, especially when a talwind 


was present. The airplane went off the runway 
to the left and collided with a snowbank, where 
it nosed over. All four crewmen escaped with- 
‘Out injuries. The probable causes were ident- 
fied as improper planning and decision on the 
рап of the pllotin-command, and selection of 
unsuitable terrain for taxi and take-off. The 
numerous contributing factors were 
Overconfidence in the аиста з abilty by the 
plotin-command. 
Selinduced pressure by the piot-n command 
Weather condition - high density atude 
Weather condion taina 

Arpon асіне - inadequate, snow covered, icy, 
rough and uneven 

Terrain condition - snowbank 


Known Civilian C-119 Losses 
The known chilian C-119 losses are shown in 
the table at the foot of this page 


Airworthiness Directive 
A C-119 from the Hemet Valley Flying Service 
crashed north of Los Angeles in the Frazier 
Park area while enroute to a fredrop. The entire. 
crew was lost. During the ensuing National 
Transportation Safety Board investigation, evi- 
dence of a failure in an aileron belicrank due to 
a casting flaw induced during manufacture was 
found. This resulted in a loose aileron. The 


Hemet Valley Flying Service also operated 
113744, ex USAF C-119C-17-FA, s/n 49-199. The 
hoses and hydrants in the foreground were for 
loading fire retardant on the aircraft. T Panopals 


aleron departed the aircraft along with the out 
board wing panel. All of the reinforcing tap 
strips over the aileron ribs were found missing 
Аз а result, the FAA issued an Airworthiness 
Directive (AD) calling for an inspection to pr 
vent possible wing failure due to loads induced 
by a free aileron. AD 81-18-06 became effective 
оп 10 September 1981, and was applicable ê 
Model C-119 series airplanes certificated inal 
‘categories. under various type certificates 
including, but not limited to, Pacific inten 
tonal Foods (TC ANW), Wiliam Wara (TG 
АЗ2СЕ), Starbird (TC ASNW), Aero Union (TG 
A21WE), and Hawkins & Powers (TC A24WE) 
The AD called for inspections of the i 
and outboard aleron, aileron control 
and ай aleron attach fitings of the o 
wing panel using close visual (10x 
ton). dye penetrant and X-ray procedures. 
components were to be inspected for 
‘of cracks, corrosion, ptg; loose, diod 
corroded fasteners; excessive wear and 
‘gated holes. These inspections were 10 be 
ducted within 100 hours tme in senio 
within 60 days ol the effectve date of tha; 
Any discrepancies found had to be 
parts replaced prior to further fig. 
inspections wore to be conducted at 
Notto exceed 3 000 hours time in service of 
year from the last inspecton, 
occurred earlier 


EPILOGUE 


After ably serving the United States 
more than two decades, the C-82s andi 
not only soldiered on in Allied air fore! 
‘served in а variety of challenging roles! 
civilian world, For the civilans, the pre 
airplanes was right, they had a proven 
record, and had the capacity and 
1o serve in a niche market, Today somet 
airplanes may be seen in museums of 
airshow circuit. 


Registry Location 


о Operator Remarks 

Our 1978 Hawkins В Powers NOD Олу WY Wie on a test hap out ol Grey, WY, fe No 2 engine propr ran away shorty ste ake 
The arat made abet anding 5 mies NE ol ve arport 3 on board tails 

БИЛО JD Glo Associates №0088 King Samon AK Wie on approach rto King Salmon Arpor. AX. Алтда ight ih, he crew received aN 
warn The et меер exploded 2 on board taie. 

Пл! Hains A Powers NO62 Ne. Bete, AK Wie clang ол om a cargo ardrop at a forest fre, the o2 engine suffered а rami 
Tre pict made an emergency andg on a sand bar 6 onboard O rites. 

(May 1983 Supainematona М0 Aver Kagiak AK We tang, Pe acral sark Prough he се 

PLATA Hawkins &Powers NIS Verete Arpon, AK The seca departed Vere Aor tr Farbarksnematonal Apr while on a right masen. 
Tre aera departed a snow-covered runway Crew ol 2 and 2 passengers tales 

—— 1967 JO Gord А Associates МБХ адд, AK Son board ties 

1680 1987 Hawkins â Powers Caste Crags Эше Pat. CA 


testing na a and exposon. The cargo was etsoned andthe 4 коеп and co piot bill, 


Sonboa tities 


162 archi C-82 & C-119 


Мег World War Two, the C-82 Packets, fol 
owed by the C-119 Flying Boxcars, quickly 
(became the mainstay of the USAF troop carrier. 
las. With wholesale replacement in the Regu: 
(ar Ar Force inventory of these aircraft with the 
Lockheed C-130 Hercules, the C-119s then 
became the main ані aircraft for the USAF 
(Reserve, In addition, some C-82s and over 300. 
1641196 found their way into the аи forces of at 
Deas nine foreign nations through the Mutual 
‘Assistance Program (MDAP) 


States Air Force 


AIR FORCE 


Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
World War Two, the 60th Troop Carrier 
j Medium (TCG) flew C-47s in support of 
Air Force operations in the Mediter. 
Theater. The group moved to Waller 
Trinidad on 4 June 1945, and operated 
part of tho Air Transport Command unti 31 
1945, when they were inactivated. The 
TCG (Medium) was reactivated at Munich 
(West Germany оп 30 September 1946, and 
то United States Air Forces Europe 
E). On 14 May 1948, the group moved to 
AB, Wost Germany. Initially operat 
wth C-47s, the unit was augmented with 
"during the latter part of 1948. The 60th 
moved to Wiesbaden AB, West Germany, 
18 December 1948, were redesignated the 
{TCG (Heavy), and began to re-equip with 
‘While there they had no specific mis 
hwy did provide airi support to USAFE 
(ther units in the theater. They participated 
л Vitis, the Berlin Arift, between 
1948 and September 1949. On 26 Sep- 
1949, he unit moved to Rhein-Main AB, 
Germany, where they replaced the 61st 
‘The unit was redesignated the 80th TCG 
ın November 1949, and resumed the 
ами role 
jers of the 60th TCG during the 
land C-119 eras were: 
5 Dec 1950 
29 Feb 1952 
14 Jun 1952 


50G insignia was applied to many of 
16-1195, In addition, the Air Force 


Unit Award (AFOUA) was added 
бө insignia. Gergacrin va D Remington 


Chapter 23 


Col Loris W Moomaw 25 May 1953 
Lt Col Robert L Olinger 13 Jun 1954 
Col Howard J Wihycombe 1 Jul 1954 

Col Randolph E Churchill c5.Ju 1955 


Commanders of the 60th TCW during the C-82 
and С.119 eras were 


Col Aubry C Strickland 2Jun 1951 
Col Lawrence B Kaly 13 әй 1952 
Col Harry S Bishop 1 Nov 1953 
Col Clyde Box 1 Aug 1955 
Unknown 14 Feb 1956 
Col Randolph Е Churchat c22 May 1956 


C-82s came into the inventory in 1951, and the 
60th TCG began to transition into C-119s dur 
ing 1953. Between August 1951 and July 1952, 
the 60th TCG provided training for the recently 
reactivated 4330 TCW from the USAF 
Reserve. Between July 1952 and March 1953, 
the 60th TCW provided training for the 317th 
TCW. On 22 September 1955, the 60th TCW 
moved to Droux AB, France, where they con 
tinued operations with the C-119s until their 
Inactivation on 25 September 1958, The 60th. 
TOW operated C-1198 out of both Rhein-Main 
АВ, West Germany, and Dreux AB, France, with 
the following squadrons (colors were applied 
to tho nose and fin tips); 10th TCS/Red, 11th. 
TCS/Green, and 12th TCS/Blue. 

With the inactivation of the 60th TCW, the 
‘component squadrons were assigned to the 


C-82 Packet & C-119 Flying Boxcar 
Summary Unit Histories & Markings 


322nd Air Division in September 1958. 

The wing was reactivated as the 60th Miltary 
Aii Wing on 17 December 1965, and orga: 
nized on B January 1966. Redesignated the 
бо Air Mobility Wing, the unit currently oper: 
ates Lockheed C-5 Galaxies and McDonnell 
Douglas/Boeing KC-10 Extenders trom Travis 
AFB, Califomia. 


61st Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
The 61st TCW (Medium), based at Rhein-Main 
АВ, West Germany, was equipped with C-475 
and C-S4s. Its component squadrons were the 
14th, 15th, and 53rd TCSs. The 61st TCW was 
to re-equip with C-1198 and on paper such 
action took place in August 1950. However, the 
‘outbreak of the Korean War dictated that the 
wing's primary operating unit, the 61st TCG, be 
redeployed to McChord AFB, Washington in 
July. By December, the wing and its compo: 
nent squadrons were all relocated to Ashiya 
АВ, Japan. The C-119 transition never took 
place, 


‘62nd Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
Tho 62nd TCG flew C-47 and C-53 Skytrains 
during World War Two. intially based at Косм 
England, where they received additional train 
ing. the unit was assigned to the Twelfth Air 
Force and moved to North Africa in time to par 
ticipate in the Battle for Tunisia. Between Apri 
and June 1944, the 4th TCS operated out of 


bases in india in support of the assault on 
Myitkyina, Burma. After the secession of hostil- 
ities in the European Theater, elements of the 
‘62nd TCG assisted in the redeployment of per- 
sonnel unti 14 November 1945, when the unit 
returned to the ZI. The group was inactivated in 
Naples, Italy on 14 November 1945. It was reac- 
tivated at Bergstrom Field, Texas, between 7 
‘September 1946 and August 1947 when it was 
reassigned to McChord Field, WA and transi- 
tioned into C-82 Packets, 

‘Commanders of the 62nd TCG during the 
C-82 era were. 

Col Donald J French. 

Со Adriel N Wiliams 


7 Sep 1946. 
1Mar 1948. 


Colonel Julius A Kolb commanded the 62nd 
TCW during the C-82 era. 

The component squadrons and союз 
(applied to the nose) were: 4th TCS/Red, 7th 
TCS/Yellow, and 8th TCS/Blue. 

The 62nd Airlift Wing is currently stationed at 
McChord AFB, Washington where it has transi- 
tioned out of the Lockheed C-141 Starlite into. 
the McDonnell Douglas/Boeing C-17 Globe- 
master Il 


sath Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
‘The 64th TCG flew C-47s during World War 
Two in support of Twelfth Air Force operations. 
in the Mediterranean Theater. During June 
1944, the bulk of the group was on temporary 
duty in the China-Burma-india Theater, The 
group was assigned to Air Transport Com- 
mand and relocated to Waller Field, Trinidad on 
4 June 1945, where it remained unti their inac- 
tivation on 31 July 1945. Though activated in 
the Zl at Langley AB, Virginia, on 10 May 1947, 
the unit remained unmanned unti its inactiva- 
tion on 10 September 1948. 

‘The 64th TCG was reactivated at Donaldson 
AFB, South Carolina, assigned to Tactical Air 
Command, and began training in C-82s on 14 
July 1982. By July 1959, the 64th TCG began 
transition into C-119s. The group was пасі- 
vated on 21 July 1954. Colonel Kenneth L 
Johnson commanded the 63rd TCG during this 
жа. Wing commanders for the 64th TCW were: 

Brig Gen Glynne М Jones cMar 1953 

Brig Gen Edgar W Hampton Feb 1955 


The 64th TCG operated C-119s with the follow- 
ing squadrons: 17th TCS, 18th TCS, and 35th 
тоз. 

The wing was discontinued and inactivated 
on 1 January 1963. It was redesignated the. 
64th TCW on 1 July 1966, and organized on 1 
‘July 1966, The unit was redesignated the 64th. 
Tactical Air Wing on 1 May 1967, and inacti- 
vated on 31 May 1971. Redesignated the 64th 
Flying Training Wing on 14 April 1972, the unit 
was reactivated on 1 October 1972. 


313th Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
After service during World War Two with the 
Tweitth Air Force, operating C-47 and C-54 air- 
стай, the unit returned to the ZI and was inacti- 
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vated at Baer Field, Indiana. Reactivated at 
Tun AB, Austria, on 30 September 1946, the 
313th TCG (Heavy) was assigned to USAFE 
and resumed operations with C-47 and C-54 
аксай. 

"t retumed to the 21 on 25 June 1947, was 
assigned to TAC and resumed training in giid- 
ers and С-825. И moved to Germany on 9 
November 1948 and participated in the Berlin 
Ait In February 1949 t was redesignated the 
313th TCG (Special). The unit was inactivated 
at Fassberg, West Germany, on 18 September 
1949. 

‘Again redesignated, the unit became the 
319 TCG (Medium) and was activated at 
Mitchel AFB, New York, on 1 February 1953, 
assigned to ТАС, and equipped with C-119s. 
On 2 October 1953 the group moved to Sewart 
AFB, Tennessee, where they served until their 
inactivation on 8 June 1955. 

Commanders of the 3131h TOG during this 
era were: 


‘Col Cinton W Davies 30 Sep 1946 
п Со Waiter W Washburn Jr 15 Aug 1947 
Со Frank P Bostrom 3Dec 1947 
Li Col Conway S Hall unk to Sep 1949. 
Col Benton R Baldwin Feb 1953 

Col Steward H Nichols. 1 Oct 1953.55. 


‘Commanders of the 3131h TCW during this era 
were: 


Col Thomas K Hampton 18Aug 1948 
Col Wiliam A Ross с15 Aug 1949 1o 
спа Sep 1949 
Col Donald J French 14 Jul 1952 
Col Harry M Pike 23 Jul 1954 
Col Clarence В Hammerle Jr 29 Jul 1954 
Col Joseph A Cunningham 9 Sep 1954 


Markings for the C-119s assigned to the 313th 
TCG consisted of а solid colored nose with a 
‘scalloped edge along the aircraft centerline 
beneath the cockpit. The squadrons and their 
colors were: 29th TCS/Red, 47th TCS/Green, 
and 48th TCS/Blue. 

The 313 TCW was inactivated on 25 
‘August 1953. Reactivated on 15 June 1964, the 
313th TCW operated Lockheed С-1308 from 
Forbes AFB, Kansas until its inactivation on 30 
‘September 1973. 


314th Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
After World War Two, the 314th TCG flew C-47s 
‘out of Boling Field, District of Columbia, until 
iate September 1946, when they moved to 
Albrook Field, Canal Zone, on 1 October 1946. 
Between 10 March and early October 1948, the 
group operated out of Curundu Heights, Canal 
Zone. 

When the 314th TOG retumed to the ZI, it 
was assigned to Tactical Air Command, redes- 
ignated the 314th TCG (M), and based at 
Smyrna (ater Sewart) АРВ, Tennessee, on 21 
October 1948. The unit was equipped with 
C-82s. The 20th TCS saw detached service at 
Rhein/Main AB, West Germany and Bergstrom 
AFB, Texas. 


Commanders of the 314th TOG during thi 
era wore: 
Col Richard W Henderson 
Col Wiliam Н DeLacey 


воо 1948 
27 Aug 1951 


Colonel Hoyt L Prindie commanded of the 
314m ТСМ during this era. 

Component squadrons of the 314th TCG 
and their colours were: 20th TCS/Yellow, 50 
TCS/Red, 61st TCS/Green, 62nd TCS/Blue 
334 TCS. 

The 314th TCG began operation wih 
С-119в at Sewart AFB, Tennessee in 1948, 
with the 50th TCS, 61st TCS, and 62nd TCS, 
‘The 314th TCG relocated to Ashiya AB, Japan, 
in September 1950, where they remained unt 
15 November 1954. The group was assigned 
to the Far East Air Forces, 315th Air Division 
(Combat Cargo). In addition to the 3140 
TCG's three assigned squadrons, it was aup- 
mented by the 37th TCG (from the 316th Т 
which was attached between 21 August 1 
and 8 May 1952. During the Korean War, 
314th transported troops and supplies 
Japan to Korea, and evacuated wounded 
sonnel, The group participated in two 
airborne operations: the paratroop and 
‘ment drop over Sunchon in October 1960) 
‘Support of the UN assault on Pyongyang 
the paradrop over Munsan-ni during the 
borne attack across the 38th Parallel in 
1951. After the armistice, the 314 
remained in Japan to transport supplies: 
Korea and to evacuate prisoners of war, 
action between 28 November and 10! 
бег 1950, the group was awarded the 
guished Unit Citation. The Republic of 
Presidential Unit Citation was awarded tr 
vice between 1 July 1951 and 27 July f 
The 314th TCG was also awarded 
ribbons for the following: UN Detensie 
Offensive, CCF intervention, 1st UN 
teroffensive, CCF Spring Offensive, UN 
mer-all Offensive, Second Korean 
Korea Summer-Fall 1952, Third Korean! 
and Korea Summer-Fall 1953. 


‘Commanders of the 314th TCG during 


Col Wiliam Н DeLacey 2T AQ 
Col David E Daniel 28 Sep 
Lt Col Harold У Sommers 1 May 1f 
Col Wiliam H DeLacey Nov 1954 


Col Hoyt L Prindie 1м 
Со Norton H Van Sickien 31 Aig 
Col Hoyt L Prindie 28 Dec. 
Col Norton H Van Sicken 10: 
‘Col Wiliam Н DeLacey 24 
Col Hoyt L Pridie 23g) 
Col Marvin L McNickle y'n 
Col Wiliam Lewis Jr m 


On 15 November 1954, the 314th TOG: 
to Sewart AFB, Tennessee ой 


oop carrier operations with the С-119 unti 
1957. The component squadrons of the 314th 
‘TOG were: 50th TCS, 61st TCS, 62nd TCS, and 
/SEIsL TCS. Between 11 January and 14 Febru- 
ву 1955, the group participated in TACAIR 
теге 553 and Exercise Snowbird, 
“designed to test their combat capability under 
'exremely cold weather conditions. As a result 

these operations the 314th TCG received the 
Ar Force Outstanding Unit award. 

n October 1955, the 62nd TCS, under the 
ot Lieutenant Colonel W Н Kellerher, 
with 12 aircraft for Dreux AB, France, 

perform алт! as part of NATO's Air Logistic 

operated by the 322nd Air Division 
‘The unit remained TDY for a period of 
months. 

Dwing the winter of 1955, the 314th TCG 

in a large USAF/US Army maneu- 
called Operation Sagebrush in Louisiana. 
this operation the 32151 TCS was deployed 
AFB, Louisiana, between 5 Novem- 
and 8 December to furnish the bulk of the 
The remaining squadrons fulfilled air- 
commitments assigned to the 314th 
from higher headquarters. 

The markings for the C-1 19% operated by the 

'TCG changed over time. Initially they car- 
а pair ot insignia blue diagonal stripes on 
Nercal tails, reminiscent of their C-82 Pack- 
Then their markings were as follows: 
Blue nose with a series of six parallel 

in graduated lengths - small at the bot- 
jand long at the top. A series of four similar 
stripes extended aft from the cockpit 
‘The upper third of the vertical fins 
Insignia Blue with a series of six parallel 
extending over the rudders. The squad- 
йоз were applied to the cow rings as fol- 
дю TCS\Red, 61st TCS/Green, 62nd TCS/ 
Зл TCS/Yeliow (Attached 21 August 


(а pair of cowboy boots. A quartered 
with scalloped trailing edges was 
The colors of the nose markings 
'and the squadron colors and names 
as folows: 50th TCS/Red/Red Barons, 
Green Hornets, 62nd TCS/Blue/ 


aircraft, in particular from the 61st 


since 31 May 1971 


316th Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
During World War Two, the 316th TCG was 
assigned to the Twelfth Air Force and operated 
C47 and C-53 aircraft primarily in the Mediter- 
ranean. They were reassigned to the Ninth Air 
Force and moved to England to participate in 
Normandy invasion. 

By 25 May 1945, the 316th TCG had returned 
to the 2 and established their headquarters at 
Pope Field, North Carolina, where they oper- 
ated C-82s. On 25 August 1947, the group 
moved to Greenvile ААВ, South Carolina. 
‘Commanders of the 316th TCG during this era. 
wore: 


Col Harvey A Berger 13 May 194410 
2 Sep 1945 
LtCol Water R Washbum  2Sep 194510. 
17 Sep 1945 
LiCl Leonard С Fletcher 17 Sep 1945 
Col Jerome B McCauley SOc 1945 
Col Clarence J байдал 2 Feb 1946 
Lt Col Leroy M Stanton 31 Sep 1946 
Col Clarence J байдал 1 Nov 1946 
Col John H Lackey Jr cApr 1947 
Col Edgar W Hampton 205ер 1947 
Col Norton H Van Sicklen 1 Aug 1950 
Mai Dwight E Maul 31 Aug 1950 
Maj Gordon F Blood 6 Sep 1950. 
Col Norton H Van Sickien 28 Dec 1950 
Col Wiliam H DeLacey 1 dun 1952 
Col Richard P Сат Nov 1954 
Col William С Lindley 19 Mar 1955 


Commanders of the 316th TCW during this era 
were 


Col Paul H Prentiss 15 Aug 1947 
Col Newton Longfeliow 11 Doc 1948 
Col Lewis M Merrick 26 Jun 1949. 


Оп 4 November 1949, the group moved to 
Smyrna AFB (ater Sewart AFB), Tennessee, 
where they trained in C-119s. The 16th TCS 
(Assault. Light) operated C-1195 with the group 
between 5 October 1950 and some time in 
1951, and then, transitioned into YC-t22s until 
their transfer to the 463rd TOW at Ardmore 
AFB, Oklahoma, on 14 November 1954. The 
75th TCS was reactivated on 20 December 
1952, and assigned to the 316th TCG. On 15 
November 1954, the 316th TCG (Medium) 
transferred without personnel and equipment, 
to Ashiya AB, Japan, and assignment to FEAF. 
While assigned to the 316th TCG, the 37th TCS 
had been attached to the 314th TCG at Ashiya 
АВ, Japan, between 21 August 1950 and 8 May 
1952. The 316th TCG remained at Ashiya until 
some time in 1957. The squadrons involved in 
this transfer were: 36th TCS, 37th TCS, and 
75 TCS. 

‘Markings for the 316th TCG consisted of a 
horizontally and vertically quartered nose in 
white and in the squadron color. The color was. 
applied in the upper left and lower right quad- 
rant as were the darkened portion of the wings 
that were adjacent to the circle. It appears as if 
the 316th TCG acquired their aircraft from tho. 
314th TCG when it made a paper move back to 


Sewart AFB, Tennessee, and the wings were 
added to differentiate the two units. The squad- 
ron colors were: 36th TCS Red/White, 37th TCS 
Blue/White, 78th TCS Green/White, 

‘These markings were changed some time in 
1956 when the clocking of the quartered nose 
жаз rotated to have the squadron color in the 
upper and lower quadrants, divided by white in 
the left and right quadrants. 

‘The 316th TCW was inactivated at Greenville 
AFB, South Carolina on 20 October 1949. The 
Unit was redesignated the 316th Troop Carrier 
Wing. Assault and activated at Langley AFB, 
Virginia on 15 November 1965. The unit was 
redesignated the 316th TCW on 1 March 1966, 
and the 316th Tactical Airit Wing on 1 May 
1967. The wing, by then operating C-130Es, 
was inactivated on 1 October 1975, 


‘317th Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
‘Assigned to the Fifth Air Force in the Southwest. 
Pacific, the 317th ТСО operated a variety of air- 
craft during World War Two. After the war the 
group remained at Tachikawa AB, Japan, 
where it operated C-54s. The 317th TCG 
(Heavy) relocated, via the Zi, to Wiesbaden AB, 
West Germany, around 20 September 1948, 
where it became part of USAFE and partici- 
pated in the Berlin АМИ, The group was inacti 
vated at RAF Celle, West Germany, on 14 
‘September 1949, 

Reactivated at Rhein-Main AB, West 
many, on 14 July 1952, the 317th TCG 
(Medium) was equipped with С-119 and 
assigned to USAFE, gaining the assets of the 
43300 TCW. The 317th TOW relocated to Nou- 
biberg AB, West Germany, on 21 March 1953, 
and then moved on to EvreuxFauvile AB, 
France, 17 April 1957, where it replaced the 
465th TOW, The 317th TCG provided troop car- 
Tier support and aiit service in support of 
USAFE, NATO, and UN operations. They par- 
ticipated in numerous exercises and humani- 
tarian missions. 


‘Commanders of the 317th TCG during this era. 
wore 


Col Lucion N Powel 14 Ja 1952 
L Col James E Bauley 1 Mar 1954 
Col Harry M Pike May 1954 


Commanders of the 317th ТСМ during this era 
were 


Col Thomas K Hampton 18 Aug 1948 
Col Wiliam A Ross 15 Aug 194910. 
C14 Sep 1949 
Col Donald J French. 14 Jul 1952 
Col Harry M Pike 23 Jul 1954 
Col Clarence B HammereJr 29 Jul 1954 
Col Joseph A Cunningham 9 Sep 1954 


Initially, the 317th retained the markings carried. 
onthe C-1 19s assigned to the 433rd TCG. Sub- 
sequently, the squadrons comprising the 3171h 
TCG were identifed by the following colors 
applied to the cowl rings: 39th TCS/Green, 
40th TCS/Red, 41s! TCSIRWE nned 


rtt Ciz n 


The 317th TCW (M) was inactivated on 25 
‘September 1958, activated on 13 March 1963, 
and organized on 15 April 1963. The wing 
moved to Lockboume AFB, Ohio on 20 June 
1964 where it operated C-123s, C-124s and 
С-1305. The unit was redesignated the 317th 
Tactical Airit Wing (TAW) on 1 May 1967. The 
317th TAW moved to Pope AFB, North Carolina. 
оп 31 August 1971 


443rd Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
The 4431d TCG was activated at Sedalia AAF, 
Missouri, on 1 October 1943, and was 
‘equipped with L-3, C-47 and C-53 aircraft. The 
unit service in the China-india-Burma Theater 
during World War Two, returned to the ZI, and 
was inactivated on 26 December 1945. 

Allocated to the Reserve and activated on 27 
June 1949, at Henley Field, Texas, the 443rd 
TCG was equipped with C-46s and assigned to 
Tactical Air Command. The unit relocated Io 
Donaldson AFB, South Carolina, on 9 August 
1951, ordered to active service on 1 May of the 
same year, and was redesignated as a wing. 

‘The 443rd TCW transitioned into С-1198 in 
February 1952, and participated in tactical 
exercises and operations while assigned to the. 
Eighteenth Air Force from 1 June 1951. The 
443d worked closely with other troop carrier 
wings inthe testing and evaluation of new troop 
carior doctrine and procedures. The wing 
‘operated C-119s unti В January 1953, when it 
was inactivated. 

‘Commanders of the 443rd TCG during this 
ora were: 


iCoComelusPChma 15011950 
Col Lucion N Powell 24 Marto 
14 Ju 1952 


Colonel Wiliam E Shuttles commanded the 
443rd TOW during this era. 

Component squadrons of the 443rd TCG 
wore: 309th TCS, 310th TCS, 343rd TCS. 


Redesignated the 443rd Miltary Arit Wing. 
Training, and activated on 27 December 1965. 
The wing was organized at Tinker AFB, Okla- 
homa on 8 January 1966. During this period it 
‘operated both the C-124 and Lockheed C-141 
Starter. On 5 May 1969, the wing moved to 
‘Altus AFB, Oklahoma and added the Lockheed 
С-5 Galaxy to their C-141 inventory. 


463rd Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
The 463rd was а B-17 heavy bombardment 
group assigned to the 15th Air Force during 
World War Two, and served in the Mediter- 
ranean Theater of Operations. Olympic diving 
gold medalist Colonel Frank A Kurtz took the 
Unit overseas, leading them in his 8-17 named 
The Swoose, in honor of his Flying Fortress 
from the Pacific Theater. The 463rd BG was 
inactivated in Italy on 25 September 1945. 
Redesignated as the 46rd TCG (М), the unit 
was activated at Memphis Municipal Airport, 
Tennessee, on 16 January 1953. The unit was 
equipped with both C-46s and C-119s and 


166 Fairchild C828 6-119 


‘Col John R Roche. 16 Jan 1953. 
Col Woodrow Т Merrill 10 Aug 1953 
Col Benjamin М Tarver J! 12Aug 1954 


Col George L Holcomb 16 Jan 1953 
Brig Gen Cecil H Chidre 20 Aug 1954 
Col James L Daniel Jr 4 Jun 1957 


‘redesignated as troop carrier squadrons when. 
they continued on with the 463rd ТСМ. These 
‘component squadrons were: 772nd TCS/Red. 
773rd TCS/Yellow, 74th TCS/Green, 775th 
TCS/Blue. 

The 463rd ТСМ operated a variety of twin- 
and four-engined transports after relinquishing 
the C-119s. Most notable of the aircraft was the. 
С-130 that entered the inventory in 1956 and 
remains the primary aircraft of the wing, The. 
unit was redesignated the 463rd Tactical Airlift 
Wing (TAW) on 1 August 1967. During the war 
in Southeast Asia, the wing operated from 
bases in the Philippines and was inactivated 
there on 31 December 1971. The 463rd TAW 
was reactivated at Dyess AFB, Texas on 1 June 
1972 moving to Little Rock, Arkansas where it 
continues to operate C-1309. 


464th Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
The 464th was a heavy bombardment group 
equipped with В-24в and assigned to the Fit- 
teenth Air Force in the Mediterranean Theater of 
Operations during World War Two. The unit was. 
assigned to Air Transport Command and relo- 
cated to Waller Field, Trinidad in June 1945. The 
464th BG was inactivated there on 31 July 1945. 
The 464th TCW (М) was established on 15 
December 1952, and activated at Lawson AFB, 
Georgia, on 1 February 1953. This unit ansi- 
tioned from Curtiss С-46 Commandos to 
С-119в during 1953 and 1954. On 21 Septem- 
бег 1954, the wing relocated to Pope AFB, 
South Carolina. Sikorsky H-19 Chickasaw heli- 
copters and Fairchild C-123 Providers came 
into the wing's inventory in 1955. They pro- 
vided tactical airift of troops and cargo, took 
part in joint airborne training with Army forces, 
and participated in tactical exercises within the 
ZI and overseas. The 464th TCW was assigned 
to the Eighteenth Air Force, ТАС, from its acti 
vation until 1 September 1957, when it came 
under the control of the Ninth Air Force. 


‘Commanders of the 464th TCG during this era 
were: 
Col James A Evans 


ct Feb 1954 
Col Charles F Franklin 1954 
Col Adam А Reaves 1955 


Commanders of the 464 TCW during this ea 
were: 


Col Troy W Crawlord 1 Feb 1953 
Col Charles O Birdsall 20 Apr 1953 
Col Troy W Crawford. 18 May 1953 


Brig беп Theodore G Kershaw 15 Aug 1955 


Markings for the C-119s operated by the 464h 
TOW included a colored nose that scalloped 
back into a lightning bot in the squadron со. 
The wing insignia was applied to both sides d 


TCS/Blue, 778th TCS/Green, 779th TCS/ 


was redesignated the 464th Troop 
Wing, Assault on 1 December 1958, The i 
gained C-130s in 1963. Redesignated 
464th Tactical Airit Wing on 1 May 1987, 
wing continued operations until s 
0n31 August 1971 


465th Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
The 465th was a heavy bombardment 
equipped with B-24s and assigned to the 
Air Force inthe Mediterranean Theater of 
ations during World War Two. The group 
transterred 10 Air Transport Command 
relocated to Waller Field, Trinidad n June 
and inactivated there on 31 July ofthe 
year. 

The 465th TCW was established on 
August 1953, and activated at Mitchel 
New York, оп 25 August 1953. Assigned 
Eighteenth Air Force, the wing was. 
with C-1199, and replaced the 313th 
was on the base. Between August 
November 1953, the 465th TOW 
under the control of other wings unti it 
mencod its overseas movement. Мо 
‘operations were performed between 1 
1959 and early April 1954, The wing 
to Touk-Rosiéres AB, France, on 2 Apt 
where it operated under the contol 
322nd Ai Division. The wing then 
Evreux (ater Evreux Fauvile) AB, 
23 May 1955, where they remained 
1957. The 465th TCW participated in 
Mt and troop carrier exercises, tests, 
ations in the European area in suppor 
and USAFE commitments. The 465 
inactivated on 8 July 1957, and ther 
were gained by the 317th TOW. 


Commanders ofthe 465th TCG during 
Мај Си F Harris Feb 1 
Са Earl W Worley car 
LtCol James D Barlow 10MaJ 
Col James A Enn canned P 


Col James D Barlow 7 Apr 1955 


of the 465 TCW during this era 


Big Gen Frankin Rose 25Aug 1953. 
Coi Ear W Worley 12 May 1954 
Col James A Evans Jr 31 Jul 1956 
Coi Rober D Forman 13 Aug 195810. 
8.1957 


wartime bombardment squadrons were 
‘troop carrier squadrons and 

part ofthe 465th TCW. The component 

's and their colors were as follows: 
TCS/Red, 781st TCS/Blue, 782nd TCS/ 


‘The unit was redesignated the 465th Bom- 
Wing, Heavy on 15 November 1962, 
at Robins AFB, Georgia on 1 Feb- 

1963, and assigned to SAC. The wing 
8:528 and KC-135s until ts discontin- 
and inactivation on 25 July 1968. 


‘Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
483rd was a heavy bombardment group 
with B-17s and assigned to the Fit- 

Air Force in the MTO during World War 
‘The unit was inactivated in Italy on 25 Sep- 
1945. Redesignated the 483rd TCG 

| the unit was reactivated at Ashiya AB, 
on 1 January 1953. While assigned to 

J he unit was attached to FEAF for duty in. 
Korean War. Commanders of the 483rd 


1952, and activated at Ashiya AB, Japan on 
January 1953. While assigned to TAC, the 
was attached to FEAF for duty in the 
War, replacing the 403rd TCW that was 
to Reserve status. The 483d TCW 
both the 483rd TCG and the 314th 

and the 8461st TCS, 


о! the 483d TCW during the 


1 Jan 1953. 
13 May 1954 
6 Aug 1953 
13 Aug 1955. 


123 June 1953, the 483rd TCW launched ай 
C-1 198, using every available pilot in 

the 3124th and 4B3rd TCGs to airlift 3.252. 
from the 187th RCT and 1,1106 


and 2 July 1953 they airifted 4,397 


and 1,227.47 tons of cargo from Misawa 

“Tachikawa. This movement was to pre- 

‘enemy breakthroughs as the armistice 

It was the largest mass movement of 
in the history of айі to date. 


The 483rd TCW controlled more C-119 units 
that any other wing. Between 1951 and 1959, 
the wing had the following units assigned or 
attached: 


Direct Reporting Unit Coos Name 
E 

atan TCs Rea Whee 

sentes елиме 

вито TCS Эше Siy Ames 
IS TS (atached) 

атс 

38 TCS anacted) Rechte 

эъ TCS (вслед) Bete 

792 TOS (atached) Green Wre 
Déachemert C-119 de Armée 

ГА (ched) 

Det 772 CS (atached] Red 

DeBYShTCS (atache) Redwise 

Det ION TCS tached) — 
DeBYThTCS (atache) —— BueWhie Siy Ames 
BY TCS (tache 


‘After serving in the war in Southeast Asia, the 
483rd TCW was inactivated at Cam Ranh Вау 
АВ, Republic of Vietnam on 31 May 1972. 


SPECIAL OPERATIONS GUNSHIPS 


AC-119G and AC-119K Shadow and Stinger 
gunships were operated by the 17th and 18th 
SOS in the active USAF and the 71st SOS from 
the Reserve. The 71st SOS was assigned to 
Bakalar AFB, Indiana, while the 17th and 18th 
SOSs, part of the 1st Special Operations Wing 
(SOW), were based at Hurlburt Field, Florida, 
for raining within the Continental United States. 
(CONUS); a term which began replacing Zone 
ol Interior (2) during the 19605. 

The 1st Air Commando was activated and 
organized at Egin Ar Force Audiary Field No 9 
(Hurburt Field), Florida on 27 Apri 1968, and 
redesignated the 1st SOW on В July 1968. The 
1st SOW replaced the 4400th Combat Crew 
Training Group and assumed air commando 
operations and traning responsibilty. On 15 
January 1966, the wing moved to England AFB, 
Louisiana, and returned to Hurlburt Field on 15 
July 1969. C/AC-119 aircraft served within the 
Unit between 1968-1969 and 1971-1972. Com- 
manders of the 1st SOW during this era were: 


Col Albert S Pouloit 9 Sep 1967 
Col Leonard Volet 14 Feb 1969. 
Col Robert W Gates 15 Jul 1969. 
Col Michael C Horgan 31 Oct 1970 


Gloss Black was applied to the lower surfaces. 
of the airplanes up to a line parallel with the bot- 
tom of the cockpit windows. The upper sur- 
faces were painted in a pattem of Olive Drab 
(FS 34102), Dark Green (FS 34079), and Tan 
(FS 30219). USAF serial numbers were applied 
to the fins in Insignia Red. National insignia 
were applied to the booms and the upper sur- 
face of the right wing. The last three digits of the. 


serial number appeared on the nose gear 
doors in Insignia Red. Unit codes were applied 
to the fins in insignia White while the aircraft 
‘operated within the CONUS. The 1st SOW 
insignia was applied to the nose, while a TAC 
badge was carried on the fins of some aircraft 
‘operating within the CONUS. Some aircraft 
жеге photographed in an overall Flat Black (FS 
37038). Nose art was not common in combat 
because it could be illuminated by enemy 
searchights. 

The 1st SOW was redesignated the 834th 
Tactical Composite Wing on 1 July 1974, and 
the 1st SOW on 1 July 1975. The wing contin- 
ues to operate from Hurlburt Field with AC-1309. 
and a variety of other aircraft 


C-119s in the USAF Reserve varied in markings 
‘over time. The most colortul units were 
described above, initially, other Reserve units. 
had rather bland aircraft in an assortment of 
‘natural metal finish and aluminized paint. Some 
had white tops with blue cheat lines and others 
‘did not. Some carried Insignia Red Arctic mark- 
ings and others did nol. Dayglo orange mark- 
ings were applied to the nose, wingtips, and 
booms during the late 1950s and early 19605. 
With the advent of the Cuban Missile Crisis in. 
1962, the daygio trim was either removed ог 
hurriedly painted over with aluminized paint. 

‘Some aircraft carried the Fourteenth Air 
Force Bengal Tiger insignia on the fins, circa 
1958. The 514th TAW carried diagonal fin strip- 
ing consisting of a broad white band edged in 
black, with squadron colors applied to the 
white band in a series of stripes. 

White tops and blue cheat lines came into 
vogue during the mid-1960s. Unit designators 
were spelled out above the cheat line aft of the 
‘cockpit. Unit insignia were also carried aft of the 
cockpit. 

For a period, 'CONAC', for Continental Air 
‘Command, was carried on the booms. Later 
this was replaced by 'AFRES', for Air Force 
Reserve. White lettering was applied to a blue. 
field surrounded with a yellow edge. With the 
advent of the AFRES markings, came the appli- 
cation of the Air Force Reserve insignia on the 
fins. 


94th Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
Established as the 94th Bombardment Wing, 
Light on 10 May 1949, the unit was activated in 
the Reserve on 26 June 1949. Based at Marietta 
{later Dobbins AFB), Georgia, the wing was 
equipped with Douglas B-26 Invaders, and а 
variety of trainers, namely: the Beech T-7 Expe- 
ditor/T-11 Kansan. The wing was ordered to 
active service on 10 March 1951, and inacti- 
vated on 1 Apri 1951. Redesignated the 94th 
Tactical Reconnaissance Wing on 26 May 
1952, and activated in the Reserve on 14 June 
1952. The unit was again redesignated the 94th 
Bombardment Wing, Tactical an 1f May 1955. 


Farch ses ce у 


(o7 


The wing was redesignated the 94th TCW 
(M) on 1 July 1957, while stationed at Scott 
AFB, llinois. On 16 November 1957. the wing 
moved to Laurence G Hanscom AFB, Massa- 
chusetts and transitioned into C-119s. Colonel 
Arthur C Carroll was commander at this time. 
The 94th TCG Headquarters was inactivated on 
14 Aprii 1959, and replaced by the 901st TCG 
Headquarters on 11 February 1963. The 73151 
TCS was the tactical unit assigned to the group 
and wing 

In addition to fying routine training missions 
within the CONUS, the wing began fying over- 
seas, including supporting contingency opera- 
tions in the Dominican Republic in 1965. The 
wing was briefly activated for the Cuban Missile 
Crisis in the fall of 1962. 


302nd Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
Established as the 302nd TCW (М) on 16 May 
1949, the unit was activated in the Reserve on 
27 June 1949, While the wing was based at 
McChord AFB, Washington between 27 June 
1949 and 8 June 1951, it operated C-82s and. 
C-54s as the Reserve corollary of the 62nd 
TOW (М) and the 325th Fighter-All Weather 
Wing (later Fighter-interceptor), Regular Air 
Force units. When the 302nd was ordered lo 
active service on 1 June 1981, its personnel 
were absorbed by the 325th Fighter Interceptor 
Wing, and the 302nd was inactivated, 

The 302nd TCW was reactivated at Clinton. 
County AFB, Ohio on 14 June 1952, where it 
gained C-46s that were operated until 1957. 
The wing began transitioning into the C-119 in 
1956. Until the mid 1950s the 302nd trained 
exclusively as a Reserve unit. Then, it began fly- 
ing аи operations within the ZI and overseas. 
\п October 1958, the wing converted to the Air 
Reserve Technician (ART) program in which a 
number of personnel were in the fulltime 
‘employ of the wing; thereby being able to per- 
orm missions around the clock like a Regular 
Air Force unit. Regular Reservists augmented 
the organization for drill weekends and sum- 
тег camp. 

During the C-119 era, the 302nd TCW was. 
‘commanded by the following: 

Brig Gon Donald J Campbell 

Brig Gen Ben J Mangina 


14 Jun 1952 
15 Jun 1970 


Inthe fall of 1962, the 302nd was called to active 
duty in support of the Cuban Missile Crisis. 
Between April 1968 and March 1973, the wing 
provided C-119 gunship training for plots, nav- 
igators, flight engineers, and mechanics for 
USAF active duty personnel, and those from 
Ethiopia, Jordan, Morocco, and South Vietnam, 

‘The wing also operated some Cessna U-3A 
Blue Canoes between 1970 and 1972. The 
Lockheed С-1308 were also operated in 1970. 
and 1971. In addition, the 302nd operated 
Cessna A-37s in 1970, and C-123s from 1971. 
The C-119s were phased out of the wing's 
inventory in 1973. 

The 302nd TCW was awarded the Air Force 
Outstanding Unit Award (AFOUA) for the 
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period of 1 January through 31 December 
1970, and the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry 
Cross with Palm for the period between 14 Feb- 
ruary 1968 and 28 January 1973. 


‘349th Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
The 349th TCW was established on 10 May 
1949, and activated in the Reserve at Hamilton 
АЕВ, California on 27 June 1949, The unit was 
equipped with T-8s, T-7s, T-118, and C-46s. 
The 349th TCW was activated for the Korean 
War on 1 April 1951, and inactivated on 2 April 
1951. ts personnel were used to fil manpower 
vacancies in other wings. 

The unit was redesignated the 349th Fighter- 
‘Bomber Wing on 28 May 1952, and activated at 
Hamilton АРВ on 13 June 1952. The wing was 
equipped with T-6s, C-46s, T-286, F-51s, F-80s. 
C455, C475, and F-84s. 

The wing was again redesignated the 349th 
TCWon 1 September 1957, and gained С-119в 
in 1958. Brigadier General Harold P Little was 
‘commander at this time, and was succeeded 
by Brigadier General Rolin B Moore Jr, on 10 
January 1959. On 1 April 1958, the 349th TCW 
‘came under the Air Reserve Technician pro- 
gram. On 28 October 1962. the wing was acti 
‘vated for one month during the Cuban Missile 
crisis. The wing was awarded the Air Force Out- 
standing Unit Award for the period of 23 
December 1964 through 22 January 1965, 

The tactical squadrons of the 349th ТСМ 
reported through the 349th TCG, also stationed 
at Hamilton AFB unti 14 Apri 1959. Between 14 
April 1959 and 11 February 1963, the two tact- 
cal squadrons, the 313th and 314th TCSs. 
reported directly to the 349th TOW. The 313m. 
TCS was stationed at Hil AFB, Utah with C-46s. 
unti 16 November 1957 when it was relocated 
to Portland International Airport, Oregon. The 
314th ТСЗ was based at McCiellan AFB, Cali 
oria trom 14 October 1955. With the advent of 
the 960-series groups, а new reporting line 
сате into being 

The 839th TCG, and its tactical component, 
the 313th TCS, were stationed at Portland Inter- 
national Airport from 11 February 1963 unti 26 
January 1968. 

The 940th TCG, and its tactical component, 
the 314th TCS, were stationed at McClellan 
AFB from 11 February 1963 unti 26 January 
1968. 

The 941st TCG, and its tactical component, 
the 97th TCS, were stationed at Paine АРВ. 
Washington. 11 February 1963 until 9 Novem- 
ber 1965, when the units moved to McChord 
AFB, Washington. The units continued operat- 
ing С-119 until 31 July 1968 when they transi- 
tioned into the C-124 Globemaster Il. 


375th Troop Carrier Group/Wing, Medium 
The 375th TCG operated C-47 in the South- 
west Pacific during World War Two. The unit 
was inactivated on Okinawa on 25 March 1946. 
Aloned to the Reserve, the 375th TCG was acti- 
vated at the Greater Pittsburgh Airport, Penn- 
syNania and equipped with C-46s on 3 August 


1947. The unit moved to Greenville AFB, South 

Carolina on 15 October 1950, where it gained 

C-825. The 375th TCG was commanded by: 
Unknown 


Capt Charles J Newell 150011950 
lColChadesRGanque 7 Nov 1950 
Со Kenneth L Johnson 18 Nov 1951 
Lt Col Arthur J Stay 1 Feb 1952 
Col Stewart H Nichols 17 Apr 1952 


The 375th TCW was established on 10 May 
1949, and activated in the Reserve on 27 June 
1947. The wing was equipped with C-82s and 
stationed at Greenville AFB, South Carolina. 
The 375th TCW was commanded by: 


Вл Gen Emil H Molhan 27 Jun 1949 
Coi Wiliam S Johnston 14 Sep 1949 
Col Stanley V Fowler chug 1950 
Col Lance Call Sep 1950. 
Col Glynne M Jones 3Mar 1952 
Brig Gen Franklin Rose 22 May 1952 
Col Arthur R Anderson. 14 Jul 1952 
Col Jack R Adams. ‘Mar 1953 
Col Alber B Starr 1 Sep 1965 


During this period, the component sq 
‘of the 375th TCW were: 58th TCS, Seth 
Элп TCS, 58 TCS. 

‘The 375th TCG was called to active duy 
assigned to Tactical Air Command on 15 
bor 1950, and inactivated on 14 July 1952, 

The 3751h TOG was a component ofthe 
between 27 January 1949 and 16 
1957. The 375th TCW was called to асе 
оп 15 October 1950 and was reallocated toi 
Reserve on 16 November 1957. 

The C-82 were supplemented by 
1951 and replaced by С-46 during 1982 
1953. С-119в came into the inventory in 
and continued into 1957. During C-118 
‘component squadrons wore: 55th TCS, 
TCS, 57m TCS. 

‘Between June 1949 and October 1980, 
wing performed Reserve fying training. 
‘on active duty, the 375th TOW 
woop carierlalritt operations and 
drops, and other exercises. 

Between 14 July 1952 and 16 
1957, the 375th TCW was stationed 
Greater Pittsburgh Airport, Pennsylvania. 


403га Troop Carrier Wing, Medium. 
Atter World War Two, the 403rd TCG 
cated to the Reserve. The unit was. 


War. The group operated out of 
Japan, between 14 April 1952 and 1 
1953, aiding UN forces by dropping 


оп, the following campaign ribbons were 
awarded: Korea Summer-Fall 1952 and the 
Third Korean Winter. Colonel Maurice F Casey 
‘commanded the 403rd TCW during this period; 
‘while the 403rd TCG commanders were: 

Maj Wallace C Forsythe 22Apr 1952 

L1 Col Emest W Burton Aug 1952 


‘When the 403rd TCG arrived in Japan, the 
markings applied to the aircraft consisted of a 
series of alternating stripes on the vertical tail 
{hree colored and two white) and four each 
апа colored diagonal stripes on the nose 
‘doors. In addition, the nose was painted in 
squadron color with a small separating cir- 
in white. The squadron colors were: 63rd 
JCSIRed/Flying Jennies, 64th TCS/Blue/Blue 

Fis, 65th TCS/Green/Packet Rats. 
When aircraft began arriving with dorsal fins, 
squadron names were applied to these fins. 
The 403rd TCG was relieved from active duty 
Inactivated in Japan on 1 January 1953, 
to the Reserve, and activated at Port 
Intemational Airport, Oregon. The wing 
at Portland unti November 1957 

they operated C-46s, 

On 16 November 1957, the 409d TCW 
to Seifidgo AFB, Michigan under the 
(о! Colonel James Н McPartin. There 
wing regained C-119s. The 40rd TCG 
supervised the operations of the 
вин and 65th TCSs unti 11 February 


‘The 9271h TCG Headquarters, also at Self 
AFB, was assigned to the wing between 


February 1963 and 31 December 1969, with 
63rd TCS reporting to it. 


International Airport, Minois, was 
to the wing between 11 February 
‘and 1 December 1969, having the 64th 


Field, Oklahoma, was assigned to the 
between 11 February 1963 and 1 January 

| having the 65th TCS assigned. 
the 403rd TCW moved to Selfridge 
in November 1957, it absorbed the 
of another Reserve wing. There it 
to train as a Reserve unit unti 
part of the ART program in Apri 
‘The wing participated in numerous tact- 
[exercises and humanitarian missions, and. 
fora month during the fall of 1962 

Cuban Missile Crisis. 


Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
"World War Two, the 433rd TCG was inac- 
at Tachikawa AB, Japan. The unit was 
tothe Reserves and activated at Akron, 
on 6 July 1946. They trained in C-46 and 
aircraft. On 27 June 1949, they relocated 
Municipal Airport, Ohio. The unit 
“The Royal Оһо’ 

the advent of the Korean War, the 43379 
and relocated at Greenville AFB, 
Carolina, on 16 October 1950. They 


remained there undergoing transition training 
in C-119s until 20 July 1951. The 433rd TCW 
was under the command of Colonel Нату W 
Hopp, a World War Two troop carrier pilot who. 
flew for the air ines after the hostilities. 
‘Assigned to USAFE, the 433rd took up resi- 
dence at Rhein-Main AB, West Germany, on 5 
August 1951. While in Europe, they partici- 
pated іп tactical exercises and special mis- 
sions. The 433rd was inactivated in Europe on 
14 July 1952, and their assets were gained by 
the 317th TCW that was activated at that time, 
‘Commanders of the 433rd TCG during this 
ora were: 

Col James B Henson 
Maj Cittord F Harris 


1 May 1951 
c15 Dec 1952 


‘Commanders of the 433rd TCW during this era. 
wore: 


Col Lewis M Merrick 15 Jan 1951 
Col Harry W Hopp 20 Jul 1951 
Col Donald J French 14 Jan 1952 


When the 433rd TCG was activated and 
acquired C-1195, they embellished them in 
attractive colors. A diamond was applied to the. 
nose within a circle and a set of wings extended 
aft along the fuselage sides. The entire dorsal 
fin and vertical fins were marked in a sold color. 
divided by three diagonal stipes, the lowest ol 
which covered the top of the dorsal fin. In addi 
tion, the squadron colors were applied to the 
wingtips and the cow! rings. These colors were: 
67th TCS Black/Yellow, 68th TCS Red/White, 
69th TCS Blue/Yollow. 

‘The assets of the 433rd TCG were acquired 
by the 317th TCW in 1952, and the markings of 
the former unit were retained for a brief period. 

‘Allocated to the Reserve, the 433rd was sub- 
‘sequently reactivated at Brooks AFB, Texas on 
18 May 1955, reverting to C-46s. The wing 
‘operated C-46s between 1955 and 1958. Sub- 
sequently the 433rd operated C-1195 between 
1957 and 1971. The unit moved to Kelly AFB, 
Texas on 1 November 1960, and operated 
some C-124s in 1963. The wing began transi- 
ton into the C-124s in 1966, while continuing to 
‘operate the C-119s. 

‘Brigadier General John H Foster assumed 
‘command of the wing when it returned to the ZI 
in 1955. Between 18 May 1955 and 14 April 
1959, the 433rd TCG Headquarters directed 
the operations of the 67th, and 68th TCSs sta- 
tioned at Brooks AFB, Texas. Both the 67th and. 
68th TCSs moved to Kelly AFB, Texas along 
with the 433rd TCW on 1 November 1960. 

The 908th TCG Headquarters, stationed at 
Bates Field, Alabama, between 11 February 
1963 and 25 April 1969, had the 357th TCS 
assigned. 

The 916th TCG, based at Carswell АРВ, 
Texas, oversaw operations of the 77th TCS 
between 18 March and 1 July 1963. 

The 921st TCG Headquarters, with its tacti- 
са! unit the 67th TCS, were assigned to Kelly 
AFB, Texas, between 17 January 1963 and 26 
January 1968, and again between 2 June 1969 


апа 1971 when they transitioned into C-124s. 

‘The 922nd TCG Headquarters and its subor- 
dinate 68th TCS were also assigned to Kelly 
AFB between 17 January 1963 and 1971 when 
they transitioned into C-124s. 

The 923rd TCG Headquarters was assigned 
to the 439rd TCW from 17 January 1963 until 25 
November 1965. On 1 April 1963 both the 
group and its tactical component, the 69th 
TCS, were assigned to Carswell AFB, Texas. 

When reactivated in the Reserves, the 433rd 
TCW replaced the 87071h Pilot Training Wing at 
Brooks AFB. Until 1958, the wing relied upon 
an active Reserve Flying Center for assistance. 
1 then became a self-supporting unit under the 
ART program. Between 28 October and 18 
November 1962, the 433rd TCW was activated. 
{or the Cuban Missile Crisis. In 1971, the wing 
transitioned from the C-119 to the C-130, 


434th Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
The 434th TCW (M) was established and acti- 
vated in the Reserve on 1 July 1949, and was. 
stationed at Atterbury AFB, indiana. Initially the 
wing was equipped with the Beech T-7 Exped- 
Wtor/T-11 Kansan and C-45, C-46, C-47, and 
North American T-6 Texan. C-1198 came into 
the inventory in 1957. The wing had three troop. 
carrier groups assigned. The 434th TCW was 
‘commanded by 

Brig Gen John O Bradshaw 22 Apr 1953 

Brig Gen John W Hott 13 Oct 1962 

Brig Gen Aled Verhulst. 16 Jul 1967 


‘The 930th TCG Headquarters had the 7151 TCS 
assigned. Both units were at Bakalar AFB, Indi- 
ana from 11 February 1963 until 13 May 1968, 
Оп that date, the units at Bakalar АРВ wore 
redesignated the 434th Tactical Airit Wing 
(TAW) and 71st Tactical Ari Squadron (TAS), 
respectively. By 15 June 1968 the 71st TAS and. 
its 18 C-119Gs moved to Lockbourne AFB, OH 
{or training in gunship operations by the 44131 
Combat Crew Training Squadron. Personnol 
from the group's command section, 930th Con- 
solidated Maintenance Squadron, and 930th 
‘Aerial Port Squadron augmented the 71st TAS 
that trained in the AC-119G gunship at Lock 
bourne AFB, Ohio, and then served in Vietnam 
between January and 4 June 1969. The unit 
returned to Bakalar АРВ on 30 May 1969, 
where they continued to operate the C-119. 
The units moved to Grissom AFB, Indiana, on 
15 January 1970 and transitioned into the 
Cessna A37. 

The 931st ТСО Headquarters was assigned 
to the wing on 11 February 1963, with the 72nd 
TCS as its tactical component. Both units were. 
stationed at Bakalar AFB, Indiana unti 15 Jan- 
uary 1970. During 1968, the 72nd TCS flew air- 
WR missions into combat areas in Southeast 
Asia. The C-119s were phased out in late 1969, 
and replaced by Cessna U-3A Blue Canoes. 

The 932nd TCG Headquarters, with its 73rd 
TCS, was stationed at Scott AFB, llinois 
between 11 February 1963 and January 1967. 


The 73rd TCS was capable of performing the 
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trapeze recovery mission with its beavertalled 
C-1195. The unit transitioned into the C-124 for 
the aeromedical evacuation role. 

The 434th TCW trained as a Reserve troop 
carrier until coming under the ART program in 
October 1958. The wing flew routine training 
exercises and overseas missions. During the 
fall of 1962, the wing was activated for one 
month in support of the Cuban Missile Crisis. 
Redesignated the 434th TAW on 1 July 1967 
and inactivated on 31 December 1971. Redes- 
ignated the 434th Special Operations Wing on 
12 January 1971, the unit was activated in the 
Reserve on 15 January 1971. The wing was 
again redesignated the 434th Tactical Fighter 
Wing on 1 October 1973 and transitioned into 
Cessna A375. Between 1980 and 1987. the 
wing operated Fairchild A-10 Thunderbolt ils or 
Warthogs. On 1 July 1987, the unit was redes- 
ignated the 434th Air Refueling Wing (ARW) 
and gained Boeing KC-135 Stratotankers and 
McDonnell Douglas KC-10 Extenders. Cur 
rently the 434th ARW operates KC-135Rs from 
Grissom АВВ, Indiana. The 72nd and 74th 
ARSs are each equipped with 11 tankers. 


435th Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
Established as the 435th TCW (M) on 10 May 
1949, the unit was activated at Miami Interna- 
tional Airport, Florida on 26 June 1949. The 
wing was equipped with Beech T-7 Expedi- 
tor/T-11 Kansan, C-46, C-47, and North Ameri- 
can T6 Texan unti 1951 when the wing 
transitioned into the C-119. Until 1958, the wing 
was under the supervision of the 2585th Air 
Force Reserve Training Center. After operating 
the C-1195 for two years, the wing reverted to. 
C-46s that they operated between 1952 and 
1957. The C-119s were transferred to the 456th 
TCW (М), assigned to SAC. 

The wing entered the ART program in April 
1958, and was able to operate independently 
by December that year. The 435th TCW relo- 
cated to Homestead AFB, Florida on 25 July 
1960, where it remained unti 1 December 
1965. Two of the squadrons transitioned into 
C-124s in 1961, The wing was redesignated the 
435th TCW (Н) for the period between 18 Sep- 
tember 1961 and 1 July 1963. The 435th TCW 
(H) was called to active duty between 1 Octo- 
ber 1961 and 27 August 1962. Again redesig- 
nated the 435th TCW (М) on 1 July 1963, the 
wing was discontinued and inactivated on 25 
November 1968. During this period, the wing 
was under the command of Colonel Robert С 
Hutton. 

Between 26 June 1949 and 1 December 
1952, the 435th TCG Headquarters oversaw the 
‘operations of the 72nd and 73rd TCS. The 
435th TCW was replaced at the Miami interna- 
tional Airport, Florida by the 482nd TCW. 

‘The 908th TCG Headquarters, and its 357th 
TCS, were stationed at Bates Field, Alabama 
from 11 February 1963, and Brookley AFB, 
Alabama between 1 October 1964 and 1 
December 1965, when both units were trans- 
ferred to the 446th TOW. 
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The 915th TCG Headquarters and the 76th 
ТСЗ were stationed at Miami Intemational Air- 
роп, Florida between 17 January 1963 and 1 
December 1965. 

The 916th TCG Headquarters and the 77th 
TCS were stationed at Donaldson AFB, South 
Carolina between 17 January and 18 March 
1963. 

The 917th TCG Headquarters and the 78th 
‘TCS were stationed at Barksdale AFB, Texas 
between 17 January and 1 July 1963. 


436th Troop Carrier Wing, Medium. 
Established as the 436th ТСМ (M) on 10 May 
1949, the wing was activated in the Reserve at 
Goodman АРВ, Kentucky, on 27 June 1949. 
The wing was ordered to active service on 1 
April 1951, and retumed to Reserve status on. 
16 April 1951, when the unit was inactivated. 
Reactivated again in the Reserve on 18 May 
1955, and assigned to the First Air Force, the 
unit was stationed at NAS New York. During. 
this period the wing was equipped with C-46s. 
‘Then, in 1957 the unit added the C-119. The 
79th and 81st TCSs were assigned during this 
period. Apparently the C-119s were only oper- 
‘ated between 1 February and 14 November 
1957, while the wing was under the command 
‘of Colonel Michael Р Yannell. The wing was. 
Inactivated on 15 May 1958. 


437th Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
Established as the 437th TCW (M) on 10 May 
1949, at Chicago-Orchard Airport (later O'Hare 
Field Chicago International Airport), llinois, the 
wing was activated in the Reserve on 27 June. 
1949, The wing was ordered to active service 
оп 10 June 1950 and inactivated on 10 June 
1952. Apparently the wing only operated the 
C-119 between 2 May and 16 November 1957, 
while the wing was under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Joseph E Whitwell. The 437th 
‘TCG oversaw operations of the 83rd, 84th, and. 
вып TCSs. 


439th Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
Established as the 439th TCW (М) on 19 May 
1949, the wing was activated in the Reserve at 
Selfridge AFB, Michigan, on 27 June 1949. The 
wing was ordered to active service between 1 
and З April 1951, when it was inactivated. 
Redesignated the 439th Fighter-Bomber Wing 
оп 26 May 1952, the wing was activated in the 
Reserve on 15 June 1952. Apparently the wing 
operated C-119s between 25 December 1956 
and 16 November 1957, when the 439th was. 
again inactivated. The wing was under the 
command of Colonel James M McPartin. 
Reporting to the wing was the 439th TCG with 
the 90rd, 471st, and 472nd TCSs. 


440th Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
Established as the 440th TCW (М) on 10 May 
1949, the wing was activated in the Reserve at 
Wold-Chamberiain Municipal (later Minneapo- 
1:51 Paul International) Airport, Minnesota, on. 
27 June 1949. The wing was ordered to active 


service on 1 May 1951, and inactivated on 4 
May 1951. During this period the unit operated 
the C-46 and a variety of training aircraft. 
Redesignated the 440th Fighter-Bomber Wing 
оп 26 May 1952, the wing was activated in he 
Reserve on 15 May 1952, at Fort Sneling, Min- 
nescta. The 440th FBW moved to Minneapolis- 
St Paul International Airport on 15 May 1952, 
where they lew F-51 Mustangs, F-80 Shooting 
Stars, and T-335. Redesignated the 440th TOW 
(M) on 8 September 1957, and relocated to 
General Billy Mitchell Field, Wisconsin. The 
wing transitioned into C-119 at this time, and 
was under the command of Brigadier General 
Joseph J Lingle. 

‘The 440th TOW trained as a Reserve troop 
carrier wing under the supervision of the 24650) 
Air Force Reserve Training (lator Ar 
Flying) Center between June 1957 and 
ber 1958. It then became part of the ART 
gram. During the Cuban Missile Crisis, the 
was activated for one month during the fall 
1962. Until 14 April 1959, the 4408 ТСО! 
quarters oversaw operations of ће 95th 
эв TCSs. 

The 914th ТСО Headquarters and йз 
‘component, the 328th TCS, operated tromi 
gara Falls Municipal Airport, New 
between 1 September 1969 and 21 Api 1 
Both units were reassigned to the 302nd 
(M) and transitioned into С-130в. 

‘The 9зз'а TCG Headquarters and s 
unit. the 98th TCS, were stationed at 
Billy Mitchell Field, Wisconsin, from 11 
ary 1963. In 1970, the unit transitioned 
C-130s. 

The 934th ТСО Headquarters and the 
TCS were stationed at Minneapolis-St 
international Airport, Minnesota, from 11 
тову 1963. in 1970, the unit 
C-130s. 

The 440th TOW garnered the Ar Force 
ciation's trophy for the outstanding Ad 
Reserve tying unit for 1963, 1964, 1 
1968. In addition, the wing was 
Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross 
for operations between 14 February 
March 1968. 


442nd Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
The 442nd TCW (M) was established 


fax Field, Kansas, on 27 June 1949. 
operated C-46s, C-47s, and a variety f 
aircraft. On 15 June 1982, the wing 


1955. The wing was under the 
Colonel James H McPartin during 
The 442nd TCW operated C-1198) 
1957 and 1961, and again between 
1967. С-124в were. 


“йе 


1981. The 442nd TCG Headquarters oversaw 
"he operations of its two tactical components, 
‘the 904th and 905th TCSs. 

‘The 916th TCG Headquarters and 77th TCS 
‘operated from Donaldson AFB, South Carolina. 
between 1 July 1963 and 8 January 1965. 


‘between 1 July 1963 and 5 February 1965. 
‘The 932nd TCG Headquarters and 73rd TCS 
stationed at Scott AFB, Ilinois between 1 

1966 and 1 April 1969. 
‘The 935th TCG Headquarters and 303rd 
were based at Richards-Gebaur AFB, 
between 17 January 1963 and 5 Feb- 

1965. 


Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
441d TCW (M) was established on 10 May 
J and activated in the Reserve at Hensley 
| Texas, on 27 June 1949. The wing oper- 
|C-46s and a variety of training aircraft. On 

August 1951, the wing moved о Tinker AFB, 
The 443rd TOW was under the supervision 

the 2596th Air Force Reserve Training Cen- 

between June 1949 and April 1951 
The 4439 TCG Headquarters over saw 

of the 309th and 310th TCSs while 
operated C-1195 between 1952 and 8 Jan- 
1963, when the wing was inactivated. The 
operated closely with other troop carrier 
то test and evaluate new troop carrier 
эга procedures. During this period, 
43rd TCW was under the command of 
Wiliam E Shuttles 


Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
445th Fighter-Bomber Wing was estab- 
оп 24 June 1952, and activated in the 
‘at Buffaio, New York, on В July 1952 
ing subsequently moved to Niagara Falls 
‘Aiport, New York. The wing again 
to Dobbins AFB, Georgia, on 16 
1957. Redesignated the 445th TCW 
jon 6 September 1957, and the 445th Troop 
‘Wing, Assault on 25 September 1958. 
operating C-1 19s between 16 November 
and some time in 1966. The wing was 
the command of Brigadier General 
H Wilson during this period. 
815th TCG Headquarters oversaw the 
‘of the 96th TCS while both were sta- 
at Miami International Airport, Florida, 
1 December 1965. 
918th TCG Headquarters and its tactical 
t, 700th TCS, were stationed at Dob- 
ЕВ, Georgia, from 11 February 1963. 


Troop Carrier Wing, Medium. 

TCW (M) was established on 11 April 
and activated in the Reserve at Ellington 
Texas, on 2 May 1955, replacing the 
Plot Training Wing. The unit operated 
and C-46s between 1955 and 1958. 
were in the inventory between 1957 and 
iniialy Colonel Forrest R Harsh, then 


Brigadier General Russel F Gustke com- 
manded the 446th TCW during this era. in 
1958, the wing came under the ART program. 

The 446th TCG Headquarters oversaw oper- 
ations of the 704th, 705th, and 706th TCSs 
between 25 May 1955 and 14 April 1959. 

‘The 908th TCG Headquarters and its tactical 
‘component, the 357th TCS, operated from 
Bates Field, Alabama from 1 December 1965 
until 1 May 1968. The unit operated C-119s dur- 
ing 1962. 

The 924th TCG Headquarters and the 704th 
‘and 706th TCSs operated from Ellington AFB, 
Texas between 17 January 1963 and 1 July 
1972. The С-1195 were in the inventory 
between 1963 and 1970. 

The 925th TCG Headquarters and the 705th 
TCS, based at Ellington AFB, Texas, were 
assigned to the wing between 17 January 1963. 
and 28 March 1968. 

The 926th TCG Headquarters was assigned 
to the wing between 17 January 1963 and 1 
May 1968, and again between 1 October 1969. 
and 1 July 1972. 

The 446th TOW was awarded the AFOUA for 
the period 1 December 1967 to 10 January 
1972. In addition, the wing was awarded the 
Republic о! Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm. 
for operations between 1 April 1966 and 29 
June 1971 


452nd Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
The 452nd Bombardment Wing, Light was 
established on 10 May 1949, and activated in 
the Reserve at Long Beach Municipal Airport, 
Calloria, on 27 June 1949. The wing was 
ordered to active service on 10 August 1950, 
operated Douglas B-26 invaders in Korea, and 
was inactivated on 10 May 1952. Redesignated 
the 452nd Tactical Reconnaissance Wing on 6 
June 1952, the unit was activated in the 
Reserve on 13 Juno 1952. The wing was redes- 
ignated the 452nd Bombardment Wing, Tact- 
cal on 25 May 1955. The uni was then 
redesignated tho 452nd TCW (M) on 1 July 
1957, and operated С-468 кот Long Beach 
Municipal Airport through 1958. Between 1958 
and 1969, the wing operated C-119s. When the 
Flying Boxcars entered the wing inventory, 
Major General John R Alison was commander. 
He was followed by Lieutenant Colonel George 
F Schiagel on 1 October 1959, and Brigadier 
General Earl O Anderson on 16 May 1980. 

The 452nd TCG Headquarters supervised 
‘operations of the tactical unis, the 728th, 
729th, and 730th TCSs, between 1958 and 14 
Apri 1959. 

The 43rd TOG Headquarters and the 729th 
TCS were assigned to the 452nd TCW and sta- 
tioned at March AFB, CA between 17 January 
1963 and 25 April 1969. 

‘The 944th TCG Headquarters and the 730 
TOS were stationed at March AFB, California 
drom 17 January 1963, unti 25 March 1968. 

The 945th TCG Headquarters and the 733rd 
‘TCS were stationed at Hil AFB, Utah between 
17 January 1963 and 1969. 


The 452nd TCW was awarded the Republic 
о! Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm for oper- 
ations between 1 January 1967 and 31 Decem- 
ber 1971. 


459th Troop Carrier Wing, Medium. 
The 459th TCW was established on 30 Decem- 
ber 1954, and activated in the Reserve at 
‘Andrews AFB, Maryland on 26 January 1955, 
Between 1955 and 1958 the unit operated both 
the Beech C-45 Expeditor and Curtiss C-46 
Commando. The 459th TCG was component of 
the wing between 26 January 1955 and 14 April 
1959. The 756th TCS was assigned to the 459th 
TCG during this period. Three 900-series 
groups replaced the 458th TCG on 17 January 
1963, as the wing gained greater geographical 
responsibilities. During the period the wing 
operated С-1198, А was commanded by 
Brigadier General Ramsey D Potts Jr, followed 
by Brigadier General Charles D Briggs Jr, on 19 
June 1960. 

The 909th TCG Headquarters and the 756th 
TCS were assigned to the 459th TCW and sta- 
tioned at Andrews AFB, Maryland between 17 
January 1963 and 1 September 1975, The unit 
‘operated C-119s between 1963 and 1967. 

The 910th TCG Headquarters and the 757th 
TCS were assigned to the 459th TCW and sta- 
tioned at the Greater Pittsburgh Airport, Penn- 
sylvania between 17 January 1963 and 1 July 
1966. Both the group and squadron were reas- 
signed to the 302nd TOW on 1 July 1966, at 
which time the squadron transitioned from 
C-119Cs to C-119Gs. The last C-119Gs 
departed the unit in December 1969. 

The 911th TCG Headquarters and the 758th 
TCS were assigned to the 459th TCW and sta- 
tioned at the Greater Pittsburgh Airport, Penn- 
Sylvania from 17 January 1963. The squadron 
operated C-1199 between 1963 and 1967, 


482nd Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 

Established as the 482nd TCW on 26 May 
1952, the unit was activated in the Reserve at 
Miami international Airport on 14 June 1952. 
The wing was equipped with C-46 Comman- 
dos. On 1 December 1952, the wing was inac- 
tivated. Redesignated — the — 4B2nd 
Fighter-Bomber Wing on 12 April 1955, the 
wing was activated in the Reserve al Dobbins 
AFB, Georgia on 18 May 1955. С-1195 came. 
into the wing's inventory however the unit was 
inactivated on 16 November 1957. Colonel 
‘George Н Wilson commanded the wing during. 
this period. Then the wing was replaced the 
445th TCW on 16 November 1957. 


512th Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
The 512th TCW was established on 4 August 
1949, and activated in the Reserve at Reading 
Municipal Airport, Pennsylvania, on 2 Septem- 
ber 1949. The unit was equipped with Beech 
AT-7s and AT-11s, and Curtiss С-468. The wing. 
‘moved to New Castle County Airport, Delaware. 
оп 12 April 1951. On 15 March 1951, the wing 
was ordered to active service and supported 
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USAF worldwide airlift requirements. The wing 
reverted to Reserve status on 14 June 1952, 
and remained at New Castle County Airport, 
until moving to NAS Willow Grove, Pennsylva- 
nia on 20 July 1958. The 51211 TCW operated 
С-1195 between 1957 and 1963. During this 
period the wing was commanded by Brigadier. 
General John S Bagby. 

The 512th TCG and its tactical units, the 
326th, 327th, and 328th TCSs were assigned to 
the 512th TCW between 14 June 1952 and 14 
April 1959. 

‘The 912th TCG and the 326th TCS, stationed 
at NAS Willow Grove, Pennsylvania, were 
assigned to the 512th TCW between 11 Febru- 
ary 1963 and 8 January 1965. Both units were 
reassigned to the 302nd TCW on 8 January 
1965, while remaining at NAS Willow Grove. 

‘The 913th TCG and the 327th TCS, stationed 
at NAS Willow Grove, Pennsylvania, were 
assigned to the 512th TCW between 11 Janu- 
ary 1963 and В January 1965. 

‘The 914th TCG and the 328th TCS, stationed 
at Niagara Falls International Airport, New York, 
were assigned to the 512th TCW between 11 
January 1963 and 1 January 1964. 

‘The 916th TCG and the 77th TCS, stationed 
at Donaldson АРВ, South Carolina, were 
assigned to the 512th TCW from 8 January 
1965. 

The 917th TCG and the 78th TCS, stationed 
at Barksdale AFB, Louisiana, were assigned to 
the 512th TCW from 5 February 1965, 


514th Troop Carrier Wing, Medium. 
Established as the 514th TCW on 10 May 1949, 
the wing was activated in the Reserve at Birm- 
ingham Municipal Airport, Alabama on 26 June. 
1949., the unit was equipped with C/TC-46s, 
1.68, 1-78, and T-115. The wing was reassigned 
to Mitchel AFB, New York on 10 October 1949, 
ordered to active service on 1 May 1951, inac- 
tivated on 1 February 1959, and reactivated at 
Mitchel AFB in the Reserve on 1 April 1953. Its 
514th TCG and component squadrons began 
transitioning into C-119 on 31 December 1952. 
and replaced the 313th TCW at Mitchel AFB on. 
1 February 1953. For the next two years, the 
wing reverted to C-46s and trained under the 
supervision of the 2239г Air Reserve Combat 
Training Center (later 2233rd Air Reserve Flying 
Center). The wing was then again to operate 
C-1195 from July 1954 until 1970. On 1 Apri 
1958, the 514th TCW began participating the 
Air Reserve Technician Program. Subse- 
‘quently the wing participated in аи missions, 
tactical exercises, humanitarian missions, апа 
mercy fights. Brigadier General Arthur L 
‘McCullough commanded the wing while it 
‘operated С-119 during 1952 and 1953. When 
C-119s returned to the wing and operated 
between 1954 and 1970, the 514th TCW was. 
‘commanded by: Major General Clayton Stiles, 
followed by Brigadier General Campbell Y 
Jackson on 1 October 1959. 

The 514th TCW trained both aircrews and 
maintenance technicians for the УМАР, and 
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Royal Hellenic Air Force. Between 10 August 
and 18 December 1967, the wing ferried anum- 
ber of C-119s to South Vietnam. 

The 903rd TCG and 335th TCS, stationed at 
McGuire AFB, New Jersey, were assigned to 
the 514th TCW from 17 January 1963, 

The 904th TCG and 326th TCS were sta- 
tioned at Stewart AFB, New York, and assigned 
to the 514th TCW from 17 January 1963 unti 1 
July 1966. 

The 905th TCG and 337th TCS, stationed at 
Westover AFB, Massachusetts, were assigned 
to the 514th TCW from 17 January 1963. 

‘The 912th TCG and 326th TCS, stationed at 
NAS Willow Grove, Реппвумапіа. were 
assigned to the 514th TCW from 1 July 1966. 

The 913th TCG and 3271h TCS, stationed at 
NAS Willow Grove, Pennsyivania, were 
assigned to the 514th TCW from 1 July 1966. 


516th Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
The 516th TOW was established on 10 May 
1949, and activated in the Reserve at the Mem- 
phis Municipal Airport, Tennessee on 26 June 
1949. The wing operated T-7s, 1-11, and 
‘C-46s. During 1952. the wing transitioned into. 
С-119з, which they operated until 16 January 
1953, when the 516th TCW was replaced by the 
463rd TOW. The wing was commanded by 
Colonel Willis W Mitchell. 


As with the Reserve airplanes, the ANG C-1 19s 
evolved from anonymous airplanes to those 
‘with unit identities. State abbreviations first 
appeared on the fuselage; that is, ‘PA. AIR 
GUARD’, ‘NJ. AIR GUARD. and NY. AIR 
GUARD’. Subsequently, standard USAF mark- 
ings were applied and the ANG insignia was 
added to the fins. As wih the Reserve air- 
planes, some unit identifiers were spelled out 
оп the forward fuselage above the cheat ine. 
Unit insignia were also applied to the forward 
fuselage. A number of aeromedical evacuation 
aircraft were equipped with beavertail doors 
and carried a red cross on the fins. Some car- 
пей insignia Red Arctic trim and others did not. 
Dayglo orange markings were applied to the 
nose, wingtips, and booms during the late 
1950s and early 1960s. Some had white tops 
with blue cheat lines and others did not. Some 
carried red Arctic trim and others did not. Day- 
o orange markings were applied to the nose, 
wingtips, and booms during the late 1950s and 
eariy 19608. With the advent ofthe Cuban Mis- 
Sile Crisis in 1962, the daygio trim was either 


Some special operations airplanes were 
painted in an overall Gloss Black (FS 17038), 

U.S. AIR FORCE" appeared beneath the two. 
aft«most cockpit windows and extended aft to. 
the prop waming line. The white tops and blue. 
cheat lines varied — some came straight back 
from the top of the cockpit window line and ran. 
afto the prop warning line; others started at the 


middle of the aft vertical rame о! the cockpit 
window and ran aft to the prop warning line; sill 
others had the full white top with the cheat ine | 
running aft from the bottom frame of the cock 
pit windows to the prop warning ine, then drop- 
ping diagonally to just above the main cabin | 
windows and ran aft parallel to the 
waterlines and wrapped around the 
doors. Some aircraft carried the 
insignia on the forward fuselage in lieu of 
last three digits of the tail number. An ANGI 
шетал insignia was applied to the 
‘surfaces of the vertical fins on some ofthe 
craft, while other aircraft carried the. 
insignia within the white cap above the 
'AIR in U.S. AIR FORCE’. In the latter case, 
last three digits of the tail number were 
in reduced size, beginning below the ай. 
window and running aft. 

There were 12 ANG units in 10 states 
ating C-1195. 


California ANG 
The 129th TCS, from the California ANG, 
‘equipped with C-46Ds that were 
with Grumman SA-16A Albatrosses inthe: 
mer of 1958. Helio U-10A Couriers were 
чо the inventory in early 1963. The 129th 
was a TAC-gained unit. On 1 July 1963, ht 
was redesignated the 129th Air 
‘Squadron (ACS) and C-119Cs were 
the squadron inventory. Between 19964 
the unt replaced its U-10As with de 
Canada U-6A Beavers. On 1 August 1968, 
unit was again redesignated as the 12901 
cial Operations Squadron (SOS), During! 
the C-119Cs were replaced with Cf 
Then during FY73, the C-119Gs were 
with C-119Ls, The 129th SOS 
C-M9C/G/L aircraft from Fresno 
between 1963 and 1975. 


Mississippi ANG 
Pilots began transition training for the 
pated Republic RF-84Fs the 183rd 
Reconnaissance Squadron (TRS), 
АМО were to use as replacements for 
RB-26s, but a lack of suitable faciles 
‘cluded consummation of the transition. 
November 1957, the unit was. 
183rd Aeromedical Transport Squadron 
and became a MATS-gained 
183rd ATS operated C-119Fs in the 
ical transport role from Hawkins Field 
November 1957 and July 1962, when! 
stioned into C-121Cs. 


New Jersey ANG 
The 150th ATS from the New Jersey. 


ber 1958, the squadron transitioned 
C-119G/MC-119J for the aeromedical 


blue cheat line extending aft from the 
cockpit window frames. The noses were 
orange. 'N.J. AIR GUARD’ appeared on 
forward fuselage from beneath the next to 
last cockpit window to the prop waming 
A red cross was applied to the outboard 

‘ofthe vertical fins above the tail num- 
‘Apparently nose numbers were not 


York ANG 
102nd Fighter interceptor Squadron (FIS), 
York ANG operated Lockheed F-94B 
from Floyd Bennett Field (NAS New 
uring September 1958, the unit con- 
into C/MC-119Js and was redesignated 
1027 ATS. MATS was the gaining com- 
During the winter of 1962, the unit tran- 
into C-97As. 


Carolina ANG. 
156th FIS, North Carolina ANG, flew 
+ On 1 February 1961, the unit was 

the 156th ATS and became а 


i, the squadron operated С-119Св from 
‘Municipal Airport unti June 1962, 
they transitioned into C-121C/Gs. 


ANG 

145th ATS from the Ohio ANG operated 
from the Akron-Canton Municipal Air. 

‘The squadron converted to C-119Js for 

aeromedical transport role on 1 February 


and became a MATS-gained organization 
1 July 1960. During the winter of 1961, the 
Iransitioned into KC-97Fs. 


ANG. 

1401h ATS from the Pennsylvania ANG 
C-46Ds кот Spaatz Field, Reading, 
the 140th Aeromedical Evacua- 
Squadron (AES) on 1 February 1957, the 
converted to C-119Js and at least two 
11908 in April 1958. MATS would gain the 
upon activation. On 1 February 1961, 
squadron moved to Olmstead AFB where 


marked with dayglo orange trim. 'РА. 
IGUARD' appeared below the aft-most two 
windows and extended back to the 
warning line. The last two digits of the tail 
‘were centered below the guard desig- 


147th FIS from the Pennsylvania ANG 
F-B6Ls from the Greater Pittsburgh 
On 1 May 1961, the unit was redesig- 
е 147th ATS, and gained C-119Js for 
ı transport role. On 18 February 
the unit began transitioning into 
Gs. 
147th ATS aircraft were marked with 
orange trim and had white tops with 
ег! lines. 'P.A. AIR GUARD’ appeared 
the aft-most two cockpit windows and 
back to the prop waming line, The 


last two digits of the tail number were centered 
below the guard designation. Some aircraft 
carried the last three digits of the tail number оп 
the nose gear doors. 


Rhode Island ANG 
The 143rd ACS from the Rhode Island ANG. 
Operated UH-16B Albatrosses, then added 
U-GAs and U-100s to their inventory for the spe- 
cial operations role from T F Green Airport, 
Rhode island. On 19 August 1968, the unit was. 
redesignated the 143rd SOS. During the fall of 
1961, the squadron began replacing their 
UH-t6Bs with C-1 19Gs that were subsequently 
‘converted into C-119Ls. During the summer of. 
1975, the 143rd SOS phased-out its C-119Ls 
and U-10Ds, and gained C-130As. 


West Virginia ANG 
The 130th Air Resupply Squadron trom the 
West Virginia ANG operated both C-46Ds and 
SA-16s from Kanawha County Airport. Redes- 
ignated the 130th TCS on 10 October 1958, the 
‘unit became а TAC gained organization on 1 
July 1960. The squadron transitioned into 
C-119Cs and Helio U-10Bs in January 1962. 
‘Subsequently C-119Gs and C-119Ls came into 
the unit's inventory. The squadron was redes- 
ignated the 130th ACS on 1 July 1963. During 
August 1965, the U-10Bs were replaced by 
U-6As. Then in June 1967, the U-6As were 
replaced by U-10Ds. Redesignated the 130th 
SOS on 8 August 1968, the C-119s continued 
inthe squadron's inventory unti the last C-1 191. 
‘departed in September 1975. Then the primary 
‘mission aircraft became the C-130E. 

‘After trading in their F-86Hs, the 167th FS 
‘operated C-119Cs from Kanawha County Ar 
port between the spring of 1961 and July 1963. 
when the unt began transitioning into 
C-121Cs. By January 1964, the transition was 
‘complete. While operating the C-119s, the unit 
жаз designated the 167th ATS, 


Wyoming ANG 
‘The 187th TFS from the Wyoming ANG oper: 
ated F-86Ls, from Cheyenne Municipal Airport. 
\п February 1961, the unit began conversion 
into C/MC-118Js in the aeromedical transport 
role. On 1 May 1961, the unit was redesignated 
the 187th ATS and became a MATS-gained 
‘organization. Poor performance of these air- 
‘craft at higher field elevations led to conversion. 
into the C-1 19CF. In April 1963, the unit began. 
transitioning into C-121Gs. ‘USAF was deleted 
from wings and WYO AIR GUARD’ was applied 
to the forward fuselage in lieu of "US. AIR 
FORCE. 


47th BOMB GROUP. 


The 47th BG was activated on 12 March 1951 
at Langley AFB, Virginia, and assigned to Tac- 
tical Air Command. The group was equipped 
with North American 8-45 Tornados and 
departed for RAF Sculthorpe, England, where. 
they operated between 1 June 1952 and 8 Feb- 


тиагу 1955. Their mission was to provide all- 
weatherinight back-up to the nuclear-capable 
F-84Fs flown by the 81st Fighter Bomber Wing 
stationed at RAF Bentwaters. In addition to 
C-47s, the 47th Operations Squadron operated 
at least two C-1195 as base support aircraft 
‘These were C-119C-70-FA, serial number 51- 
8247, and sin 51-8258. 

Оп one occasion a B-45 had blown a main 
gear tire at a remote base resulting in the run- 
way being shut down for several hours. AC-119. 
was dispatched from Sculthorpe with a spare 
wheel assembly. In the mean time the B-45 
стен jacked their airplane. The C-119 landed 
and taxied up to the disabled Tornado and the 
wheel replacement was accomplished, The 
B-45 was then towed off the runway. 

The C-119 markings were: nose - white with 
а black stripe; vertical fin — white truncated 
wedge edged in black; forward fuselage - large. 
47th BG insignia below cockpit with the black 
disk trailing a pair of long white wedges edged 
in black 


STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND 


A number of SAC units operated ©-119 as 
base support aircraft. They were not known to 
have carried any unit markings. However, a 
SAC ‘Milky Way’ band was applied to the for- 
ward fuselage and the SAC insignia was placed 
‘on the left side over the band. 

1п addition, there was one highly unusual 
wing in SAC that operanded the C-119 for one. 
year. 


456th Troop Carrier Wing, Medium 
The 456th TCW was established on 15 October 
1952, and activated at Miami International Air- 
роп, Florida, on 1 December of the same year, 
when it gained the assets of the 435th TCW, a. 
‘Reserve unit. The 456th TCW was assigned to 
"he Eighteenth Air Force between 1 December 
1952 and 9 July 1956. The wing was attached 
1o the 1st Air Division (Meteorological Survey), 
Strategic Air Command, between 22 April 1955. 
and 26 March 1956, and as such were the only 
troop carrier unit in SAC. Colonel James L 
Daniel commanded the 456th TOW, The 456th 
TCW moved to Charleston AFB, SC, on 25 July 
3953, and to Shiroi AB, Japan, for service 
between 10 November 1955 and 10 May 1956. 
Between 1952 and 1955, tho 456th TCW par- 
ticipated in numerous tactical exercises both 
within the ZI and overseas, mostly in conjunc- 
tion with Army airborne forces. On 1 May 1955, 
the wing was reorganized and the tactical 
group and ай support components were inact- 
vated. The wing then gained control over three 
squadrons and three squadron-sized detach- 
ments. The 456th TCW then participated in Pro- 
ject Drag Net, part of Project Grand Union. Each 
Squadron was equipped with eight C-119s. 
Their mission was the recovery of balloon- 
bome instrument packages. The 456th TCW 
returned to Ardmore AFB, Oklahoma, were it 
was inactivated between 26:Meu cd 9 July 
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1956. The wing's aircraft were dispersed to 
other units. 

Colored bands around the nose identified 
the squadrons; while checks applied to the 
nose and ventral fins identified the detach- 
ments. Components of the 456th TCW were: 
таат TCS Red, 745th TCS Green, 746th TCS 
Blue, Det 1 744th TCS Red/White, Det 1 745th 
TCS Green/White, Det 1 746th TCS Blue/White, 


AIR DEFENSE COMMAND 


As with SAC, a number of ADC units operated 
C-119s as base support aircraft. Their only dis- 
tinguishing markings were ADC insignia 
applied to the outer surfaces of the vertical fins. 


MILITARY AIR TRANSPORT SERVICE 


Air Rescue Service 
A number of squadrons and detachments of 
the Air Rescue Service operated C-82s. The air- 
craft were in natural metal fnish. The national 
Insignia was applied to the top left and lower 
Tight outboard wing panels, and on the out- 
board surface of ће booms. The ‘CO’ buzz 
numbers were carried on both sides of the nose. 
and on the lower left outboard wing panel. The 
upper surfaces of the inboard wing, to just out- 
board of the nacelles and extending over the 
top of the fuselage, was painted orange-yellow 
and a sicinchwide black stripe was added 
‘along the outboard edges of the markings. The 
word ‘RESCUE’ was applied in black, extend: 
ing from inboard of the nacelles over the top of 
the fuselage. Either the last three digits of the 
tail number or the buzz number was applied 
under the word ‘RESCUE’ on top of the fuse- 
lage. The orange-yellow band was extended 
down along the fuselage sides and wrapped 
under the belly. This band too was edged with 
a sieinch-wide black band. "AIR RESCUE SER- 
VICE’, in black, was applied across the orange- 
yellow fuselage band centered between the 
windows and the lower waterline of the tuse- 
lage. orange-yellow bands, 36-inches wide 
with sieinch-wide black stripes, was applied o. 
the booms approximately three feet forward of 
the leading edge of the horizontal stabilizer. 
‘Some aircraft carried the MATS globe emblem 
оп the booms forward of the orange-yellow 
bands. A small portion of the nose was also 
painted orange-yellow with а narrow black 
бапа along the aft edge. 


Airways & Communications Service 
‘Several C-82s and C-119s were operated by 
the Airways & Communications Service. These. 
aircraft were in natural metal fnish and usually 
carried the Insignia Red Arctic trim on the 
empennage and outboard wing panels. The 
MATS globe emblem was located on the 
booms һай way between the national insignia 
and the leading edge of the horizontal tail. 
Some aircraft from the 1st AACS Installation 
and Maintenance Squadron had the unit 
insignia applied to the forward fuselage. 
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1739th Ferrying Squadron 
Based at Amarillo AFB, Texas, the 1739th Fer- 
tying Squadron was part of the MATS Conti- 
nentai Division. This unit was equipped with a 
variety of its own aircraft including а pair of 
С-1198. 

Their markings were somewhat unique in 
that the entre upper һай of the fuselage 
was painted white. An insignia blue cheat line. 
жаз also applied. These colors extended diag- 
‘onally from the forward windscreen, across 
the tops of the two drop windows, down to 
the aircraft waterline that bisected the round 
portholes. ‘U.S. AIR FORCE’ was applied 
in the white area ahead of the red prop warn- 
ing stripe. Along the lower fuselage beneath 
the wings were the words "MILITARY AIR 
TRANSPORT SERVICE’. A MATS insignia was. 
‘applied along the booms ай of the national 
insignia. A typical MATS yellow-edged blue 
band was applied to the outer surlaces of 
the vertical fins and rudders and the word 
"CONTINENTAL was inscribed in white within 
the band, 


‘Air Resupply and Communications Service 
Because of their clandestine mission, f is not 
believed that the C-119s assigned to the Air 
Resupply and Communications Service carried 
апу unique markings. 


United States Marines & Navy 


The R4Q-18 operated by the Marines were 
in natural metal fnish. The national insignia 
was placed on the top left and lower right 
‘outboard wing panels and оп the outboard 
surfaces of the booms. "UNITED STATES 
MARINES! was applied in black to the fuselage 
sides between the window belt and bottom 
‘waterline of the airplane. The unit designator, 
that is, VMR-253' was applied in black aft of 
the national insignia on the booms. R4O-1 with 
the BuNo beneath were applied in black aft of. 
the unit designator on the booms. The last 
three digits of the BuNo were generally applied 
in black on each side of the nose. A pair of 
distinguishing letters was applied to the 
vertical tails in black. The last three digits of the 
BuNo, followed by the two-letter unit designa- 
tor, were applied to the top of the right wing 
upper surface in what was known as the 


added to the top of the fuselage with a black 
stripe at the bottom. 

Some time after the arrival of the R4O-2s, 
VMR-252 added an insignia Yellow wing 
design that was bordered in black to the nose. 
of the aircraft. In addition, a black-edged 
Insignia Yellow band was applied above the tail 
code on the outboard surfaces of the vertical 
tails. 


By 1958, VMR-153 had added an Insignia 
Red wing design bordered in black o the nose 
‘of the aircraft. in addition, a blackedged 
Insignia Red band was applied above the tai 
‘code on the outboard surfaces of the vertical 
tails 

By the early 19605, the Marine R4Os hac 
added dayglo red conspiscuity markings to the 
forward fuselage, outboard wing panels, and 
empennage. 

‘The first R40-1, BuNo 124324, was delivered 
to the Naval Air Test Center at NAS Patuxent 
River, Maryland in June 1950. This aircraft was 
in natural metal fish and carried the national 
insignia on the top eft and lower right outboard 
wing panels and on the outboard surfaces of 
the tallbooms. The last three digits of the BuNo, 
"824, were applied to the aft fuselage forward 
‘ofthe troop doors. 'NATC in black was appled 
 mid-height on the outboard surfaces of the ver: 
tical tal. МАТС in black was also applied to tha 
‘upper outboard wing panel 

‘Station aircraft assigned to operation and 
‘engineering unis, repair squadrons, head 
quarters and maintenance squadrons, and he 
Же, had the station name applied in black lo 
the outboard surfaces of the vertical tails (see 
Appendix 4). 


Belgian Air Force 


15 Wing 
Lineage of the 15 Wing goes back to 169 Wing 
that was formed at Evêre, Belgium, on 1 April 
1947, 366 and 967 Squadrons were 
and equipped with Douglas C-476, 
Ansons, Hawker Siddeley Dominies, and 
speed Oxtords. The Belgian Air Force 
went a general reorganization on 1 
1948, and 169 Wing was redesignated 151 
Its squadrons became 20 and 21 Smaidedl 
Wing was relocated to Melsbroek in 1950. 

15 Wing of the Belgian Air Force, 
Melsbroek (Brussels) received their 
ment of 22 C-119Fs between 10 August f 
and 20 March 1954. The two 
equipped with the C-1195 were 20 and 
Smaidoel. 

‘The airplanes were finished in an 
paint. Black, yellow, and red flashes 


and bar markings on the booms and 
‘Squadron colors were applied in two! 
stripes on the dorsal fins. Their colors 
markings were: 20 Smaldeel, blue 
stripes, OT-CAA thru OT-CAR; 40 
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‘The USAF's 322nd Air Division transferred 
additional six C-119Gs to the Belgian Air 
during February 1958, to replace 18 
АТР that were returned to the United States 
modification. Ten of these aircraft were 
to the Belgian Air Force, while the 
ing eight were transferred to the Norwe- 
Air Force. By July 1973, ай C-1195 were 
from the inventory and replaced by 
Lockheed Hercules. їп over 20 years of ser- 
with the Belgian Air Force, the C-119s had 
154,157 hours. 


Air Force 


C-82 Packets were acquired by the 
Aérea Brasileira in 1956. These were fol- 
by 11 C-119s in the latter half of 1963. 

Markings applied to the Brazilian Air Force 
and C-119s consisted of their yellow, 
+ white, and blue star on the wings and 
and yellow and green rudder trim. 


Air Force 


least two C-1195, serial numbers 52-6047 
52.6055, from the Norwegian Air Force 
to the Ye Hyopya Ayer Hay! (Imperial 
Air Force) in 1973. Both fight and 
crews from the Ethiopian Air Force 
raining from the 302nd TAW sta- 
at Bakalar AFB, Indiana. Details on the 
markings are unknown. 


de l'Air - Détachement C-119 
s Armée de l'Air operated a number ot 
195 between May 1953 and August 1954, 
their war in Indochina. These airplanes. 
loaned by the USAF and operated both by 
ir Force crews and Claire Chennault s 
‘Ar Transport. The Flying Boxcars were 
to the Détachement C-119, and oper- 
out of Hano-Gai Lam, Bach Mai 
Bi, and Tourane. 
C-116s left Korea and transited Clark 
Philppines, where the USAF insignia were 
out and French roundels were applied. 
USAF serial numbers, unit markings, 
nos ап wore retained 


Air Force 


entered the Bharatiya Vayu Sena (Indian. 
j) inventory during 1954, and entered 
with No12 Squadron. Additional air- 
lere assigned to No 19 Squadron in July 
followed by still more in May 1963. These 
carried red, white, and green roundels. 
| white, and green fin flashes. Indian Air 


Force serial numbers in black were carried aft 
‘ofthe roundels on the booms. A large black air- 
стай identification letter was usually applied to 
the forward fuselage. Some aircraft were 
painted with dayglo orange conspiscuity mark- 
ings. The squadron insignia was carried on the 
forward fuselage of some aircraft. 


Italian Air Force 


The Aeronautica Miltare Italiano (Italian Air 
Force) operated a total of 65 С-1195 between. 
1965 and 1979. 


46° Stormo 
Beginning as a bomber unit, the 46° Stormo 
was established at Pisa, on 15 February 1940. 
Atter the Armistice of September 1943, the 46° 
Stormo became a transport unit operating in 
southern Italy. The unit was reconstituted at 
Centocelle (Rome) on 1 November 1948, and 
‘equipped with Savoia Marchetti SM.70s and 
ЭМ 823, and Fiat G.125. The unit relocated to 
Pisa in stages between July 1949 and July 
1950. 

C-1195 were introduced into the Italian Air 
Force beginning on 19 May 1953. The frst two 
airplanes were tumed over to the ltalans at 
Ciampino (Rome) and they were ferried to their 
new base at San Guisto (Pisa). The 2° Gruppo 
became the first squadron to be equipped with 
the C-1199. A USAF training unit was in place 
there to assist with the transition of the 46° 
Stormo. 

The airplanes were finished in aluminized 
paint. USAF national insignia were removed 
and replaced by the айап roundel. Codes for 
the 46" Stormo were applied to either side ol the 
roundel: for example, 46 € 2 on airplane serial 
number 51-17366. The USAF serial numbers 
were retained on the vertical ins. Squadron col 
‘rs were applied to the nose: 2° Gruppo/Red, 
50° Gruppo/Yellow, 98° Gruppo/Green. 

Оп 16 April 1954, the 46° Stormo was redos- 
ignated the 46° Aerobrigata Transport Medi 
(Medium Transport Brigade). At this tme, the 
Lira (constellation) insignia for 2° Gruppo and 
the Lupo (wolf insignia for 98° Gruppo were 
combined to form a new unt insignia that was 
applied to the vertical fins. 

50 Gruppo was formed in late 1960 when 
the first C-119)s came into the inventory. This 
Unit was the first to transition into the Lockheed 
Hercules on 27 March 1972. 

Initially, the alan C-1199 were in the natural 
metal trish. їп 1963, the C-119Gs received а 
camouflaged scheme. The C-119Js followed in 
1965. A green-gray paint was applied. An irreg- 
ular pattern of dark gray and dark green were 
applied to the upper suraces, while the bottom 
was a metalic gray. dayglo orange (later yel- 
low) bands were applied to the nose, wingtips, 
and booms. Smaller USAF-styie serial num- 
bers were applied to the fins with an "MM pre- 
ffx, standing for Matricola Милане or military 


serial While the nose colors remained for each 
‘squadron, the codes were changed to provide 
squadron identity as follows: 2° Gruppo 46-20 
thru 46-39, 50° Gruppo 46-50 thru 46-69, 98° 
Gruppo 46-80 thru 46-99. 

Two C-119s entered the VIP role pending 
delivery of the DC-9. These airplanes were 
coded 46-62 and 46-68, 


14° Stormo 

Three С-1195 were also converted for use by 
the 71° Gruppo, 14° Stormo, in the ECM role. 
The first airplane, 46-63, had antennas added 
tothe fuselage sides and belly. Airplanes 46-30 
and 46-35 had antennas added beneath the 
nose and below the forward fuselage. 


Republic of China Air Force 


A total of 16 C-1198 wore delivered to the 
‘Chung Kou Kung Chaun (Republic of China Air 
Force [ROCAF]) on Taiwan, in 1956 and 
replaced by 18 C-119Ls in 1959. During the 
1960s and 1970s, 120 C-119s were diverted to 
the ROCAF. 

Originally, these airplanes were finished in 
natural metal and carried the blue and white 12- 
pointed Chinese star on the wings and booms, 
and 12 blue and white rudder stripes, These 
stripes represent two-hour intervals throughout 
the day. USAF serial numbers were retained. 

Subsequently, standard USAF camouflage, 
consisting of Olive Drab (FS 34102), Dark 
Green (FS 34079), and Tan (FS 30219) over 
Camouflage Gray (FS 36622) was applied 
White 24in-high numerals were applied to the 
nose. Unit insignia were carried on both the 
nose and fins ~ the squadron insignia was 
applied ай of the drop windows on the nose, 
while the group insignia was carried on the out- 
board surfaces of the vertical fins. The control- 
ling unit for the ROCAF С-1195 was the 6th 
Troop Carrier & Antisubmarine Combined 
Wing (TC&ASCW) based at Pingtung. The 
transports were assigned to the 10th Transport 
Group. In addition to the individual squadron 
insignia on the nose, each squadron carried 
colored stripe painted beneath the cockpit 
windows: 101 San/Yellow, 102 Sqn/Red, 103 
SqniBive 

‘The first to transition into С-130 during 1986 
was 101 Squadron, Next, to phase out the 
C-1195, was 102 Squadron, and lastly No 103 
Squadron. 


Royal Canadian Air Force 


The Royal Canadian Air Force purchased 35 
С-11ЭРв directly from Fairchild in 1964, They 
were operated by 408, 435, and 436 Squad- 
rons, and the 104 Composite Unit. 

RCAF markings consisted of the Maple leat 
roundel applied to the ооа whos; red 
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Royal Canadian Air Force C-119F 22133 is 
loaded with equipment at North Luffenham, 
England, as part ot the 1 Fighter Wing move 
to Marvils, France on 13 January 1955. 
RCAF PL124070 


and white lightning bolt applied tothe fuselage, 
and black serial numbers on the fins. For a 
period, unit codes were carried on the booms. 
During activation for UN peacekeeping opera: 
tions, the roundels were replaced by the UN 
wreath, and 'ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE 
on the fuselage was replaced by 'UNITED 
NATIONS 


Royal Hellenic Air Force 


While the 514th TCW, stationed at McGui 
АЕВ, New Jersey, provided C-119 training for 
both aircrews and maintenance technicians of 
the Royal Hellenic Air Force between 10 August 
and 18 December 1967, there is no indication 
that an MDAP aircraft transfer actually was con- 
summated, 


Royal Jordanian Air Force 
Members of the Al Quwwat alJawwiyn al 
Malakiya aUrdunya (Royal Jordanian Air 
Force) are known to have been given instruc: 
tion in the C-119 by the 302nd TAW at Bakalar 
AFB, Indiana, in 1973. Apparently four C-119Ks 
were operated by Jordan between 1972 and 
1977. Details on any aircraft transferred to that 
nation are unknown, 


Royal Moroccan Air Force 


The A Quwwat al Jawwiya al-Malakiya Marak- 
ishiya (Royal Moroccan Air Force) was founded 
оп 19 November 1956. First three, followed by 
an additional ten C-1 19F/Gs were delivered to 
Morocco during the 1962-1963 and 1966 time 
frames and operated by the 1st Air Transport 
Squadron, 

These aircraft were painted м a desert 
scheme of irregular patterns of desert tan and 
black over camouflage gray. It is suspected 
that some of these aircraft were RC-119s that 
were equipped with a camera pallet mounted in 
the aft fuselage. For this reconnaissance mis 
sion, the aircraft would have been operated 
with the clamshell doors removed. 


Royal Norwegian Air Force 


The Kongelige Norske Flyvapen (Royal Norwe- 
gian Air Force) operated eight C-1 19Gs between 
1956 and 1969. 
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No 335 Squadron 
The primary transport unit within the Royal Nor. 
wegian Air Force was No 335 Squadron. it had 
из origins with the No 20 Training Fight in May 
1945, when it operated Douglas C-47s. In 
November 1945, No 335 Squadron was estab- 
lished. 

C-119s for the Royal Norwegian Air Force 
came by way of the Belgian Air Force, All eight 
of ther C-t195 were operated by №335 
Squadron. These airplanes were siver with 
ааудо orange applied to the nose, wingtips, 
and booms. The codes straddled the boom 
roundels; thats, BW ® A on the right and A Ө 
BW on the lef. USAF serial numbers wore 
retained on the fins. 

The Lockheed Hercules replaced the C-119. 
as Norway's primary transport during May and 
June 1969. During 13 years of service in Nor 
‘way, the C-1199 had flown 37,584 hours. 


Republic of Vietnam Air Force 


Four squadrons of the Armée de ГАЙ Vietnami- 
enne (Republic of Vietnam Air Force) [VNAF] 
operated the C-119s between 1968 and 1975. 
Because of the operational limitations of these 
airplanes (that is, poor short field and rough 
strip capabilities) the airplanes were based at 
Tan Son Nhut where they enjoyed the luxury of 
fying off well-prepared runways. The aircraft 
жеге painted in standard USAF Southeast Asia 
colors. The following units were assigned to the 
УМАР. 


53rd Tactical Wing 
The 53rd Tactical Wing was in place at Tan Son 
Nhut when the first C-119s were assigned. 


413th Tactical Squadron 
The letter ‘N’ was carried on the tails of thor 
C-119Gs. The unit was activated in January 
1963 and equipped with C-47s. The unit waste- 
‘equipped with C-1 19G in January 1968. They 
жеге named the Red Dragons 


720th Reconnaissance Squadron 
The unit was activated in December 1972 and 
‘equipped with АС-1196 for use in martime | 
patrol. Because of the lack of mission equip: 
ment, these airplanes were operated in th. 
transport role. No known distinctive markings 
were applied to these airplanes, 


819th Combat Squadron 
The letters 'HR' were carried on the tails of thet 
AC-119Gs. The unit was activated in Septet 
ber 1971. They were named the Black Dragon. 


821st Combat Squadron 
The letter ‘F' was carried on the tails ol tf 
AC-119Ks. The unit was activated in Decembr 
1972. A detachment also operated out of Ж 
Nang. They were named the White Dragan 


Vietnamese People's 
Army Air Force 


The Khong Quan Nhan Dan (Vietnamese! 
ple's Army Air Force) operated at least 38 
tured С-1195 between 1975 and 1988. 
aircraft retained the Southeast Asia 
flage and the US tail numbers. А red fag 
yellow star was applied to the outboard! 
fin surfaces above the tail numbers. 

The aircraft were flown by the 9188, 
Transport Regiment. 
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Production and Mishap Data 


C-82 Mishap Statistics 1950-1955" 
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С-82 & C-119 Block Numbers 
and Serial Numbers 


Model Seres Seal Numbers новы Mosel Senes Sera Munters No But 
xera m ] cnc 512557812584 а 
Салт Ке w VONHFA sss MH 
САБА — 2 свети 512587512517 s 
Самом 44229894203 15 CSCS 5128185) 2961 “ 
CRAISFA 23004442018 " 2852512857 6 
Сал m 5 бтн! — 2598 " 
Салљ рен " 5288051288 Canceled 
Салу КЕРЛЕ ю S1 2051207 ш 
CEA 5577394557002 w атомная w 
CARAFA meg a това ва в 
YORBFA ese r — * 
Салит 157306452508 3 Crewe 514098514168 т 
CENNT SSMS OS — CHER zoaza ” 
Слз — “ 

эс что r Сент аку 4097 в 
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КО am 1 prd Cree | 
сте BENS Ы case 5246000526058 э | 
АЛ 1910149109 В 529961529082 2 
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niet —**8* D —“ * 
Cinco nd * — * э 
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АНА 191560100 % 
—8 ameu 5 З Соттоп tom an rir senes: 1 C-1190F.FAS esontaly C-119Cs wih hr 
—*68 ptt H acted arang ун $ Рустаме dec by те Canadian goverment. | MDAP producion 
Солар nason з WR рал changed to KML | Purchased reci by Pe inan goverment and gen AF 
СЛОНА 1016 " serais KAT rau al 
СИНА 2 % — 
СИНА элют! 0 А-а КШ Кан and NT Nor Anerian. 
5123051256 5 WR Ways Ww Ran became KM tor Kaiser. 
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Modei Series Serial Numbers No Bul Model Series Serial Numbers 
ACAWSGFA 52500 52500, 52-5890, 525005 52.5907, 52.5925, 25907, 525008, ЕС 52588450580 

S250, 53.3196 53015, 539170, 503178 529180592180 592065 Ста © SY3IBAS321B0, 5910, ВУЗ, 5-1216, 57040, 59785, 

зул, 59-7848, 53784. 597851. 537882, 53814538115 НИ, 537858 вул 53807 53.8074, 59076 53-0060, £40, 

Sor, 598155 E 538087598026 53-8127, 538142, 53-8149, 53-8150, 5981569, 
ACIK 52506, 52580 52.5910, 525911 525928 525805 52500 52.5045, ses 

С ЕЕ 
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C-82 Packet Units 
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United States C-119 Units 
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1957-1957 
cca 1956 


Ll 
19581950 
1988-1960 
1958-1980 
1988-1980 
19541955 
19551988 
19561955 
19551988 
19541955 
19541985 
19551957 


19561957 
а? 


1541988 
жае 
жане 
orca 1986 


1951-1952 
19531986 


1951-1962 
19521963 
19531956 


19511983 
19631953 
19531956 


19521955 
жаз 
hea 1057 
жане 


жане 
жаз 
жане 
crea 1980 
жат 
orca 1957 
жак 
жане. 
1955-1967 
crate 
1988-1982 


changed sey wih he outbreak ol the Korean War. The Is! TOW (Medan) heat- 
as cated at Rer Main AB, West Germany, and ts component squadrons (MP. 
Зу? TCS) were equipped wit C475 and Св. The 615: TOW was о пори 
such action began in August 1950. However, wh he exigencies ol he emerging 


concio Korea. the weg s primary operating un the 61st TCG, wih ts C-54s, was redeployed 
по McChord AFB, Washington, in July, and by December 1950, while he wing and is compo- 
nent squadrons mere based и Ashiya AB, Japan. 

T The hese squadrons tom he 314 TOG: SO 61st and nd were ranted back othe d 
o repa het parent wing п 1964: however, the assets were тилеп at Ashya АВ, Japan, and 
ganed by he 48d TON. The new squadrons assigned о he Rr TOW were he 8151h, B161, 
and BIM ТОЗ. Te names o he SOBIS TOS, 61:58160 TCS, and вт TCS were 
Aec Barons, Green Homets, and Be Barons, respectively. Ther colors matched their names. The 
Эме TOG squadrons retained Рег names and colors upon turing 1o he 2. When he аксай 
wereganec by he 48514 TCW Ре colors ard талу remane, however ће squadron names 
changed The 817% changed her name fom Red Barons to Sky Runners on тег dorsal flets. 


Eshod be note mat he USAF underwent a major reorganization п he early 1950s and he basic 
operating unt wert rom beng a group io a weg, For some рео he groups were stl assigned 
10 he пен wing and he unis continued to Gently themseives as groups even aher he wing des- 
raton ad been established Anumberofmscelaneous units also operated he C-119 as acom- 
би support эриге. usualy as part of he base ight unt proving raining and Шү vansport or 
эл operatoral ming, SAC operated as many as S0 C-119%, spe by ones and twos, at various 
bases and assigned to be ar base group Pat supported he wing. A number ol C-1 195 aso send 
э combat suppor arra or various м deer, tacical bombardment, and tacical нь unt, 


Air Force Reserve Units 
ом Group Sqn Base Dies. 
Sen TOW м Hanscom AFB, MA 1967-1966 
* TOG Hanscom AFB, MA 1957-1959, 
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* 
Р] 
зт 
ADWiTOWM) ated TOG Portand Apt OR 1952 
Ashiya AB, Japan 19521959, 
(ciwed о Кола) 
Portand Apt OR 19571963 
Sce тов Selfie AF, MI 1989490. 
- Exa TCS Sedge AFB, Mi 19634970 
GNM Greene AFB, SC 1950-1952 
RhendaniB W Germany 1952:1957 
(Activated for Korea) 
Brooks AFB. TX 1967-1960 
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r106 Brooks AFB, TK Sessio атои 0706. Long Beach Apt. CA 19884900. 
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amw емш NAS Hew Yo, NY eee اپد ا‎ жы 
RTOS NAS New You NY [| —— Бере 
SSMIS Можам 2 
mow еттш Offre ag. 1957:1957 онтоо Swat AFB NY E 
288075 ОНА 1957.1957 OTOS — 3 
жето) Westover AFB, ten 
i Spam seen io ми bwyn 
2 эмет Nagar Fats Apt NY p 
— Юз Nagara Fals Apt NY vein 
a | зоо ТИМ хемо Megs Mun AT юч 
santo — At 2 
RON TCS Gan ichel Peit W чөлө 
sod 6 Gen Machel Fed м 
STOS isso Regular Air Force AC-119 Gunship Units 
wta Marwol Pad AS MN 19621970 
sen ToS wous "t C ARS — 
onc TOW M) —— AMO riy "AON — 
мәт Reais Gebar АА МО 105718 ин Hout Fed А. 
sash 100 —— AFB, UO 196018 7185097 c 
^W a АН 
sen TOG Trier 80K 9621967 nho 
HORE NAS b MO одот он 
аттоо Teka AFB, ОК мулю Чире —— 
STS Tras AB, OK жле á 
чэн мз Donaldson AFB, SC. жол M gm Y 
—“ полаз EE Ен 
-MONTOS Donaldson AFB, SC ros IMSS 
изим АТС Dobbins AFB GA аә э =; 
ss 708 — fm rr Lisa Tt 
= 96h TCS Maret A FL 19551908 
19а Dobbins AFB. GA [^d Neon Haron ATAFB ted. 
JONES sobre AFB, GA pou 
MERTON шетт Бая io on ocw кюу FL 
* Bates Fel AL 1961-1970 Engana AFB A 
-ISTOS Bates Fis AL чыз лы © odtcune AF, OH 
ean TOS — талл лт Н loctboumeAFB, ON 
*— тэз: Engang AFB LA 
IURIS Begowb n TEMSD чшзэОзз Н Uen aneAFB.OM, 


182 Fairchild C82 & C-119. 


Air Force Reserve АС-119 Gunship Units. 


= Code Base Dates 
end sow Посудите AFB, OH 19651973 
1s 00TS* 1968-1970 
тїштї" 19701973 


* C1196; t AC-119K: Nol cariad because hey wouid be seen when pained wih а search- 
‘pL A While he 44130 CCTS (Ашау) was assigned o he 1st ACW, t was atached o he 
ТА TAW, Locboume AFB, OH (equipped wth C-130s) for administrative and ogtes sup- 
Po 1 Operating Locaton #1, 4408 CCTS. Was in use between 10 March and 15 22у 1989. 


Type 
wera 
сие. 
CNSCGL 
сла 


сп. 
cna 


ony 
мош 
camc 
camc 
cn 
wena 


*9*538Eg5855959AS3925 


HEDRONZ MCAS Cher Point NC. ws 
накна NCASE Toro СА 1954-1955 
намона MCAS Mami, А. 19531954 
— MCAS Chery Point NC mes 
MARSST CASE Toro CA 19551956 
мт010 MCAS E Toro СА 1958 
NATCRED NATC Patent ier, MO 1950, 1957 
‘SORES MCAS Chery Point, NC DEI 
US Nowy 
ма м NAS Por Lyautey, Morocco 19541962 
m NAS Barber's Pont, HI * 
юс NAS Pensacola, FL 1965, 
1957-1969, 
эю NAS Noo VA 1986-1988 
вю NAS зол. FL 1956-1969 
тю NAS Nor sand, CA КЕ] 
120 NAS Alameda, СА 1958-1959 


Tra tai codes олтари a numeral were or Marne Reserve units assigned 1o the 4h Marne 
‘Ae Wing which were not assigned 1o а Marine Reserve transport squadron, and based at à 
resene naval ar station. These arra сате he ai cod assigned o the laci where they 
were based 


Unit Abbreviations. 

MB my Ar Base PN Fitter Wing 

А5 Ada Mit Squadron HAMS Headquarters â Marterance Sqn 
8 маа AMON Headquarters â Marenance Son 
MG eae Gop АМ Sgn шанс & Martenance бодсо 
—— MARS Marne Ar Rapar Sadron 
ABN Ae Base Wing MARTAD Мате М Peso Training 
ACOS Маз Communications Service —ñ i 

ACS Ae Commando Squadron MATS Mitr As Transport Sec. 
ACW Ar Command Wing MATS Miltary Ar Transpor бочка 

AD sn MABIC. Naval Аи Basic Traing Carer 
0С A Dolerse Command MAC Naval Ar Tost Center 

РО Ar Delorse Pte Group МЮ Naval Duet 

АОИ Me Delonge Pte Weg RTAFB Royal Thal Ar Fre Bae 

A беби AU Rescue Unt 

AES Avalon Engneerng Sgen. AN Republic ol Veram. 
Uc ЭС Strategic Ae Command 

ЭКЗ Мое CommuricatorsSenice С Statoge Ar Command 

AFSC Aa Force Systems Command SOBES Staton Operaton & Engneeing Sqn 
МАМА -Fiet Marine Force Alarte (Ar) 505 Speci Operations Squadron 
ARCS. At Resi & Communicators San SOW Specia Operates Wing 

285 M Resina Squadron SAW — Strategic Reconnaissance Wing 
285 Aa Pesse Зато TATS Таска At Tearing Saadon 
АТС — Command TAW — Tacica Arit Ming 

ATS ArTangotSaadn TOG Twop Caer бош 

AS  MeumedcsTurspotSqaóon TOO ‘Troop Carer бод 

8 BaeUnr TCS Troop Care Squadron 

BNQ) Bombardment Wing (Ug TCS Troop Carer Squadron 

OCIS Combet Orem Training Squadron ТОН Troop Carier Wing 

ОСТИ Combat Crew Trang Wing T6 табор 

CONUS. OONinertal Uned Sates ТАН Таска Recomassance Wg 
FASRON Бен Ae Seve баласт TW Technical Training Wing 

FDN FgherBonbr Weg ММА Heavier ата Marne Tango 
п ви Squadron 

Руб Регул балост МА HewerhanarNay Tarspot Son 


C-82s and С-1195 in Foreign Service 


А number of Allied nations received С-119з from the US. The Brazilan Air Brazil -Assigned io 1° GTT, Area dos Afonsos, C825 1986-1967; C-118s 1969-1975 
Force also received C-82s. While most were provided under the Mutual 


Defense Assistance Plan (MDAP), Canada and India made direct purchases USAFSm ModelSeres FABSm Remarks 
‘ofthe aircraft trom Fairchid. Where known, foreign serials are cross refer- 


am CEA шт T Grupo de Transporte de Tropas 
‘enced to US serials. Disposition of many of the aircraft is also provided. — iss ср 2200 1 Grupo de Transport de Tropas 
zm Y Grupo de Transporte de Tropas 
Belglum - Al assigned to 2% TSIIS TW, Brussels, Oct 19834 1973 amb да. Ж Т os 
205 Y Grupo de Transporte de Topas 
USAFSm ModelSeries Codes Remarks = e — 
Siam CIFA СЛ OTCA ToNoweganAF am com A 1 Grupo de Tanspora de Tropas 
51280. CIFFA СРО OTOAB ToNomeganAF 1 Grupo de Transporte de Tropas 
50и CIIBRFA СРЗ ОТОС ЕЛ Y Grupo de Transporte de Topas 
Unknown CIFA  CP.14 OTLAN Strapped at koksie 20 Y Grupo бе Transporte de Tropas 
512805 CIPFA CPA OTCAD ToNoweganAF июн CGFA T Grupo de Transpor de Topas 
512006 ОМА SIS Сиб Y Grupo de Transporte де Tropas 
Unknown СЕРА Scrapped и коку, июн CHOGFA 2000. Y Grupo de Transporte de Topas 
И CEA To Norwegian AF зай? CYNGFA 1 Grupo de Transporte de Tropas 
51-2608 СА ToNorwegan AF 518074 СА 2004 1 Grupo de Transporte de Tropas 
йө ОРА ToNorwegan AF бюз СОА 1 Grupo de Transporte de Tropas 
512700 СА — Kg Siae CHNGFAU 205 1 Grupo de Transporte de Tropas 
КЕЖЕ Л Preered Mate Royal е The ешт АТ СОА 2m2 понатака de Tepes 
512702 ОТА — 51800 Сб Y Grupo de Transporte de Topas 
80700 CNA Senpped * эмом СОРА 1 Grupo de Transporte de Tropas 
заи CHWEF Scrapped — йз — YY Grupo de Transpo de Tropas 
Siams СТРА — йан СА Y Grupo de Transpo e Tropas 
SHE СИЕРА Scrapped и Kokside 
SMS САРРА Scrapped Ks 
Ую СА Scrapped и Ks Canada - for unt asgrmerts ме cono 
50201 СА — — 
ЮП CHF Crashed и Омин 12 Doc 1961 USAF Sn Мовы бибин RCAFSin Remarks 
юй CHIESA $озрре at Kos сты тт To Hank & Powers Museum 
S20 CHIESA Scapped s awe cnau 2210 
526005 — Scrapped и Кокке — 2009 To Hankins & Powers. Museum 
ЮП CHIESA —⸗ —— 
526008 C419F35FA — d e. - Сали 22106 To Hawkins â Powers. Museum 
Юй CHH9F35FA Scrapped at козе СМК 22106 To Hamons & Powers Museum 
S200 CYF3SFA — Gns 2207 To Hanns à Powers. Museum 
52604 СЕРА (Crashed u Holler 2 Oct 1965 CYSFAM 2008. To Hawkins & Powers. 
S2005 CHES Scrapped at koksie Cne 22109 ет 
526088 — Scrapped at Kokside cne 2210 Museum 
pA Scrapped al Ks. ^ См am To awi Powers Museum 
52843 — Crashed at Chivas 12 Dec 1961 C + 3010. токм. 
юм CHIOFISFA anoetar aaia бинм 22113 тоюм 
52645 СА Scrapped М бтм 2214 To Hawn A Powers Мл 
82646 СЕРА CPI OTCBS  ScappedatKonspe Cmdm 2215 To wint Power. 
SMENT C1I9F35FA СР) OTOBI ToEhopanAF e Gns 2216 To Hawkins â Powers Museum 
520050 CASSFOSFA CPM OLCEN Scrapped Kolsite — zur 
50605 CIISF3SFA CPS OLCER Scrapped st Kolsite — 22118 To Hankins & Powers. Museum 
526062 СИЮЕЗЬРА CPIS OTCBO Scrapped Кобе Слики 2219 
528055 СИЮЕЗЬА CPST OTCBO ToEmopanAF - — 2200 To Hankins & Powers. 
52858 СїРБРА CP40 OLCET Scrapped at Kolsite Саки 22121 
597809 СОРА СРА1 ОТСЕА Serappedat koksie м — 22122 To ECH. To Hankins â Powers. 
8743 СИЗ CP42 ОТСЕВ  ScappedaKciside А — 22123 
S3813) Сб РА CP40 OT-CEC  Scappedat Kosice : — 2128 
538141  CMG3EFA CPA OTCED Soapped at koiside — 2215 
S) OYSGOEFA CPAS OTCEE Oued pato W Goman 25 Jn I CEN 22128 
—— 
538151 C1I9G3FA CPG ОТОЕН Имеш - бтн zur —* 
by 
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- стен UB 

CHEM 0009. 

- ONFM 2210 

- СК 22191 To Hawking & Powers Museum. 
CHFK 22132 To Hawkins & Powers. 
CHEKN 22133 To Haskirs & Powers. 
см 2213 ToHawkns & Powers. Museum 


См 22135 


To Hawkins â Powers Museum. 


lis were 408 Sqn Rivers, Manitoba Apr 1964-May 1965; 435 Sqn, Edmonton, Aberta Sep 
1952 1985; 496 Sq. Dorval, Quebec Ар 1353-4 1956 hen Downs, Orta Jul 1856. 
41965; 104 Compose Unit St Hubert, Quebec May 1956 Oc 1958 (redesignated 104 Com- 
„сот & Caibraion Fight 1 Nov 1988 and RCAF Electronic Wartare Unt 1 Apr 1859. 


[Ethiopia - Al assigned 1o 1 Squadron at shot c1972 1886 


15 
18m 
1San 
19а 
Id 
E 


912 


эт 
95 
эп 
эв 


- Assigned о (2,19 48 Sans and Paratroop Training School at Agra 
Remarks 


ИД 
CYSG36FA 
ЖЕНА 
CHSG36FA 
CHSG36FA. 
CISA 
C1836 
СлнюзвғА 
C636 ға 
CA19036FA 
1196-96 РА 
[119636 РА 
Сб РА 
1196-96 А 
1196-36 FA 
C1106-36FA 
C1196-36F 
1196-966 
ONG 
C1196 
©. 
CHSG3EFA 
CIGER 
Сб 36А 
C9636 РА 
1196.96 А 


кг 


if 


ево ther C-119Gs under MAP. and an additional 176 overhauled engines. 


- Fr им assignments see footnote. Codes listed п wo columns: pre- and post 1965, 


Sn Model Series Codes Remarks 
CHAM Моле None Ground accident 14 Dec 1964; о тасса 
cri Jan 1965 Used or spares unti 1988. 
CHB 4040 4669 Scrapped at Pisa 
CHUM 4650 4650 A Term Museum 
CHAM 651 4651 Scrappedat sa 
CHAKU 4682 4652 Scappedathsa 
ECHAMM 4653 4653 — Comertedto C119 in 1975. 


Transfenedto71' Gruppo. Scrapped а Pisa 


иго CTSA 654 454  Comenedto VC-119in 199. 
Transtered o S0 Gruppo Scrapped at Psa 

Seo CHISGS5FA 4627 4695 Crashed at Pisa 24 Jan 1979 

514  VCIISMAM 4655 4655 — Vergiate 

Sias Cnau 4656 4656 SengpedatPau 

SII CHS 4657 4657  CrashedatCistema 29 Jon 1969 

sims Chaku 4658 4658 — ScuppedatPa 

знала CHIN 4882 42 — 

gym. ОСА 469 — 

SITS ОПРА 462 4680 — 

SLATE? СИНА 44 427 — Scrappedat Psa 

52549 CNSA 4659 4658 — ScappedaVegat 

Юй CIAA 468) 4850 — ScnppedaVeate 

— CA 4887 4681 бозрреја Реа 

дм БОМБА 4883 4682 Convered to EC-119 in 1968 Trantoredto 
TY Gruppo. Scrapped at Vergiate 

52556 ктш 488 4 Comered io ECI in 1973 
Tansenedìo 71 Gruppo. Scrapped a Psa 

SPI CFA dges 468 Scappedalisa 

— СНА 4666 4888. SoappedatPiss 

S2600 —— 466 4698  SoappedatPisa 

Sí! —* 

— — —* 

— — 468 464 — 

— —— None Crashed at Psa 1969 

— —— —“ 

— — 

526008 — 4620 4620 — ScuppedaiPsa 

зра — 46M 46M — Scrappedat Pisa 

508010 CANGOSFA 4623 4623 — Scrappedat Paa 

50801 СНА 4615 Nome — Crashed at Шаир 15 Feb 1961 

50802 CANG3SFA 4629 4609 — Sergped ai Psa 

52873 CANSOGSFA — 

50801 СА 4610 None Олл in Lake Tanganyika 17 Nov 1961 

айз  CIMGISEA 4619 4610 Scragpedat Paa 

52816 СОБРА 4631 460  Soappedat Pisa 

508017 CHI9GS5FA 4618 4639 — Scrappedat Psa 

508018 C1N9G35FA 4624 4606 Crashed at voto 25 Apr 1970 

508010 CYNGGSFA 4621 4601 Scrapped at Реа 

$2602) CIGG3$FA 4634 45M On depla at oto 

ZA — 

хаа СОРА — 

526029 CNGISFA 443 —— 

хаа) C-19G35FA 4627 4695 Crashed at Pisa 24 Jan 1979 

юй! Сб 4630 453) YC DG WB? Gruppo om 160 To EC 100. 
То?!" Gruppo S Scrapped at Vergiate 

хаав СЛІОЗБРА 4611 None Crashed ot of Pa 20 Ap 1064 

526097 C1I9G35FA 4622 Now Crashed at Kwamouth 2 Feb 1901 

хову) —— 4625 4625 —“⸗ 

Sei — 4628 4628 — Somppedat Psa 

SA —— 

52848 — 4642 4642 Scrappedat Pisa 

зови — 4633 4683 — ScappedaiPsa 

526053 —— 4635 4685  Sorappedat Pisa 

— — 4638 4688 — 

— —— 4639 4689 — 

— — 4640 4690  Sorappedat Pisa 

59300 CHI9G36FA 448 4638 — — 

5320 CHI9GI5FA 4646 46% Scrapped at Psa 

GMB —— 

45-44 464 Fomerywth indan AF. Scrapped at Pisa 

юй СИМ 4687 4667 — Scappedat Psa 

II VCH 4568 4668 слома Рв 

53846 СОМ 4645 46255 Formerly wih indan AF. Converted 1o 


ЕС1198 п 1976. Transferred 1071" Gruppo 


Units were 2 Gruppo, 4 Stormo, Psa May 1959-lan 1979; 87 Gruppo, 4 Stormo, Ps Jun 
1964 ar 1972:98 Grupo, 48 Simo Pisa Feb 1854Jan 1979; Фото 71° Gruppo, Praca 
lare 187280 2, 5, and 9 Gruppi were assigned to 4 Peryg Transpo Wing 1 


ры сага 0-119 185 
alfetta (2007) 


Jordan - Unt assent unknown, operated 19721977 знало СА 
зат CHFFA 3183 


жишш ъъ HR СА se 
525863 CI9GFA тая Сте aa 
52588) СБОРА уаш СА 
sese Сб SS Ст зш 
тав См зно Preserved Garg Stan AF Academy Museum 
SID CHAN знг Song 
sas cnex ms Song 
Morocco -Asgredio Is Ar Transpor Squadron 19631980 sp Слам зне 
таш CHAM. s Soage 


USAF Sin ModelSeres Codes Remarks одан СА 
— 525848 C1I9G35FA 3191 


кен m Sue Cx vo 
A 
Sam cnp зи 
стя um 
Sie Coa 
Biete um 
Sae CINE ns 
стт шз mne Сю 
йт Oi MT yr 
Sas CNA so 
Ойы онан ATE ' 
C984. 1stATS. mm Ci A 


зза Слз 
sonsa C119G-96FA 
559198 СУРА 
ЗИ Саба 3164 
S397! CYNGOBFA 3171 


Norway - Assigned o 335 Sa, Gardermoen Jun 1986 Ал 1909. 


USAFSin Model Series Codes — мым юз? — 3172 
Мт сисао —ío S308 CHI9GS6FA 3178 
жо Сп BWC Ору Retunedio USAF SII CGFA 3177 
— СА BWE — RetrednUMF aro in бање төл 
512095 ОЖ BWE Ener Crashed 16 Dec 1988 nu FUAN —— bou ge M 
впав CIRA BWA жеп — эш cmssh зш 
S120 CHUA BWF — — Блю CIMGMA ns 
512099 Ст ВИО бэ — SS CHNGSEFA YT 
вако бй BWH — етедо USAF бнз CHAM зо 
9.2% CHA BWG Gode Remedi USAF 


Assigned о 1018 TCS, Pingtung 1958-1980; 102nd TCS; 10rd TCS 1950-1907. 
These squadrons reported o те 6i Trop Carr ала Ant Sunanne Combine Wig. 


Republic of Vietnam (South Vietnam) - For unt assignments see оол 


USAF Sin. Model Series Codes Renas 

SI СЕРА 3105 ایی مم الاب‎ ин 

SM CHA m Suse CHA КУШИ 
ут Cn 3162 EMO — 41378, Sed TW AD 
SH СИЛА ana ES CGFA 4138, Syd WSR AD 
узи СА зат Сб 41318, sd TWS AD 
SINT СЕРА 220 sas CNOA 413 18, Syd WSN AD 
эле СЕР 3123 зм? CNOA 41318, Sd WSR AD 
SUN СИЕРА aM CITA изв S, Sy WSR AD 
зп СИЕРА Юз CIRA 413 TS SO WSR AD 
зл CYWEFA юз CINA NG «1276, Sd WS AD 
51798 СМ storage Юз | C119G95FA «13075 Syd WSR AD 
волио CURA зз Сю 41318, 5rd WSR AD 
SITO СЕРА SS CHG «зат Sd WSR AD 
SUR CYFF зб Сб 41318, Sd WSR AD 
51008 СА эз Спб зк TS, Syd WSR AD 
зім СТРА ээзи Сб 4131S, 53 WSR AD 
Stane СА Sae CHA 413075 Sed WSR AD 
йай? CHER эз? Сб» dn TS Sd WS AD 
SHADE CER Soage з CHA азат, Syd WSR AD 
SI CHA 3002 SNE C19G36FA NB «19916 SYO TW SAD 
SH ст 008 вура — Зет Sd TW SAD 
5057 СИЕРА 3157 SED — «13915 58 MSR AD 
юй CHEFA sisi san —— 413018, Sd WAD. 
stao CHEFA 3120 Soage san Свои 41301, Sd WShAD. 
514068 СА ззат Совы этос д 
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экю слввакм 4131S, Sd WSAD Mutual Defense Assistance Program (MDAP) Summary 


—— oos 
590088 C-119G-84KM 413 TS, 53rd TW SIN AD. Туре Dates" ‘Quantity Total 
MOS C954 13h TS, Sd TW S AD. — — 
maa crau ——— EC ow & н 
Sem сон ——— 
59012 C1196 413h TS, Sürd TW Sth AD. — 
эюм C1196 413 TS, Syd TWh AD our ww 4 
1898115 С-1190-84-КМ 413m TS, Syd WSR AD. cn Oa 1959 2 
юп? С-1190-84-КМ. 413m TS, 53rd TW Sn AD. en Dec 1953 2 “ 
юз C-1196-84-KM 413m TS, Syd WSR AD. сб мнз 2 
эшм Слам 413 TS, Syd WSR AD ств мно Y 
38130 C119G-84KM 413m TS, 590 TW.S AD. ene Dee 1969 2 
34131 Сб КМ 413th TS, Syd TW Sh AD. ene њих s 
3413 Стоим 413th TS, 590 TWSP AD eme мени И 
юв AC-1196 BINAS, Sürd TW, Sh AD сб „чи 1 
25000 AC-119G Bth AS, 539 TW, 5h AD сне 18t quarter 1955 . 2 
Eae cin мам Ба 
$9336 AC-1196 Bth AS, 539 TW, Sh AD C1196 rd quarter 1963 n 
ЗН кв тити эмо 905 Жин 1 " 
эт ks perpe: 
99178  AC-1196 BIAN AS, 53rd TW, Sh AD. (French bade cim 
593192 АС 819 AS, Syd TW, SAD. one мешити a 3 
вте one — poe ОО Н 
Em ке тама тизм = 
Em сю каа эпти жо mm юш в а 
шш сю тнт жо ee" " 
вин iu peret s 
Ros xw teas зити smo 
ore тю т эпти smo бю шш : 
feo стн там Sem RO йю мш ; 
жш Ат red Su mn бю шю Н 
кт ша этиэм йю m 5 
Aw Ferret сю jen 2 
Как 8218: AS, S3rd TW, Sth AD. cao. pere 1 
Aw шшазат стю жни : 
jenn КЕКЕ стю ени : 
iw КЕКЕ йш шш : 
* EA YY стю 15t quater FY 1954 1 0 
ктк Бем 
кк КЕКЕ = 
Кк шамана om om : A 
кик 8218 AS, Sd TW, Sh AD — 
кк ires So SO i А 
E —— TE WE 
ктк КЕТКЕЙ ы ow : d 
com БЕКЕ 
юж вая AS, S3rd TW, Sih AD Norway 
ACIK B215t AS, Sd TW, Sh AD сн Tet quarter FY 1957 8 e 
ктк 21st AS, Sd TW. SMAD Spain 
нен bie —— сн за quarter FY 1956 0 tor 
ie perpe 
ACC 821 AS, 5909 TW, Sth AD س ا‎ сна 
Cac a a , 
T8 Tan Son Nhut Jan 19681975. 7208 RS Dec 19721975; I9 CS Sep 19711875. = и a 
саре is Num yobs ey — 
"ue" * 
People s Republic of Vietnam's 918th ATR operated C-1 19s between 1975 and 1988. C1196 6 a 
i ж : 
E» m g М 
Kw we M 2 
к. ш 


“MOA? accounting sytem changed tom monthly to quarry 1955; ence ће dfference n 
оты | These arplanes wore apparent гете by ће 1st quarter ol FY 1957, or were never 
actualy delivered, $ An unknown number of АС 190s were deivered 1o Sou Veram. 
however, duca lack of mission equipment they were operated sic п he anspor 
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Civil Registered and Museum 
C-82s and C-119s in the United States 


C-82 Packet 
RegNo USAF SINO Owner 
NiO 42456 NACANASM 
МШЕ 4557780 Unknown 
NIME 4557794 Unknown 
NIE 4422981 Unknown 
NAM 4557780 Interior Airways, ne Anchorage, AK 
NAM 4557795 interior Aways, ne Anchorage, AK 
Dereic- Рибата AK 
MES TWA Pars, France 
МОМА 4557802 Donald B Siman Mam FL 
NASSA 4:203 Unknown 
МОВА 442358 LB Smith Arca Corp 
NAA 455774 Royal Intemational Corp Mami FL 
NASA 455700 Royal Intemational Corp Mami FL 
МЫС 48501 Norham Ar Cargo, Inc Anchorage, AK 
MUSIC 48574 Nother Ae Cargo, nc Anchorage, AK 
NAON 4421041 New Frontier Ait Corp Mar FL 
Mao 442909 мүк 
MBO 4587763 Bo Piney Aviation, inc. 
Мов 4429026 Booth Leasing Corp 
NON 4.23031 New Fortier Ait Сор Man, FL 
MOV 4657733 Unknown 
Mig 4557767 Unknown 
NNOSB 4420027 Unknown 
NSIOIB 4557788 Unknown 
№1028 445772 Tanana investiment Cop. 
Northem Ar Cargo. Inc коке AK 
Hawkins 8 Powers Grojod, WY 


МЗВ 4420050 Unknown ‘Scrapped at Mami. А. 


МТВ 442304 Aviaton Facies Mam, F. 
№198 4423025 Avaton Facies Mam, FL 


HH HEH EI 


ND 


HH 


маит 


a 
Ê 


эйи 


ii 


мао 


HH iii 


New Frontier Arit Сор 
— 

LEBCA Intemational, ne 
LEBCA четата ne 


Leeward Aeronautical Sales, nc 


assess 


H 


Poeni AT 


Fairbanks, AC 
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NESOW 131685" Deb Associates, nc Anchorage, AK 
che S Paten Eagle River, AK 
MeSH 598159 — 2064098 Associates Anchorage AK 
NESMK 59810 Alaska Aria Leasing Anchorage AK 
Northen Pacte Transport Anchorage, AK 
меху 518129 Зол Community Assoc. Ә.А 
NOZ 527808 Norhem Pacii Transport Anchorage, AK 
Evens Ar Fuel Fairbanks, AC 
МБА 530078 — Norhem Pact Transport Anchorage, AK 
Hawkins & Powers Aviation Greyoul, WY 
Ns 2115 —— Greybul, WY 
мє? 221001 Hankins A PowesAviaton Сейм 
NXOUK 538073 Nother Рас Transport Anchorage, AK 
Brooks Fuel калала, AK 
Classic Ar Transport ‘Anchorage, AK 
Мот S8154 SebbiesAnbler Ai Transpot Anchorage, AK 
NSS 59305 —— eno, WV 
— — 53907 Subic, ne Reno, NV 
NEIS znat Hankins Powers ап  Greybul, WY 
МӘБ 221071 Hawkins &PowersAvaton  Greybul, WY 
— 480133 — 
NOE 51853) — 
— 131688" Unknown 
— 51280 — 
— 512610 Unknown 
NOOSE 51-2505 — 
Мста 13198 Fred E Weisbrod aem Рио 00 
* USN SMC воле No; t RCAF Ser No. 
Museum (and Stored) Aircraft 
Type Setio Location 
Argentina 
CEA wae Natorai М Museum, Buenos Ares 
вирт 
Ci CP-100P-18 Мово Brussels 
COG 246 Moste Royle de тте. Brussels 
вай 
Сад PRCELMSSTE) Ar Fore Museum, Brasiia 
C1196 FAB 08 Campos Dos Alonsos (stored) 
Сб FAB 235 Museu Aerospacal, Campos Dos Alonsos 
Canada 
Са СРХО (4429107) National Aero Colecton Uplands, Otawa 
‘Columbia 
CEA HOS Боодо Apr Bogota 
Greece 
CEA NIZE ters Arpon Athens 
inga 
Се Kaso Indan Ar Force Museum, Dehi 
Ci Kass Paratrooper Training Schoo, Agra AB (stored) 
Cree каз Paratrooper Training School Agra AB (stored) 
тү 
Cym) 5181134650 Tonn rtematicna Aron, Tm 
Мау Ae Museu, Vigra d Vale 
Ci) 5181285652 Tro 
C1196 520000464. Arto 
C1196 5250034658. dre Campolomióo 
Сл 5532004638 Pss San Gusto 
scanned. 
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Kenya 
CHF NOSTUBUAF 131700, 


Morocco 
C1190 «B-90NAMH 
C1183 SVBSQCNAMN 


Republic ot China (Taiwan) 
CHF 51-81063190 


South Korea 
CHF 523180 


United Kingdom 
Сл NENOGBLSW 
51270 


p] 
игн 
мето 

то 131677 

то? 131679 (N15808) 
ex RCAF 22101) 

мог 131688 

мо 131700 адет 

мог 131708 

Cno 480952 

бле 49915713743) 


@ 
сел 
сел 
C& МТО 
CEA 
сал 


Санс 49199 миа 
Сл юш 
CHC. 512086 
CHC 51287 
Санс 512616 
COMC 51256 
CHF 512675 


Сад №080 (RCAF 22103) 
CNF NISSOS (RCAF 22101) 
CYF. ROFZ205 
Стд куз (RCAF 22106) 
CYF RCAF 22110 
Ста NSOISR АСАР 22108) 
СИЕ NOR RCAF 22111) 
CYF. ПСА 
СЛ ROAFZOE 


Sored in Naroni 


Air Force Academy, Gang Shan 


Korean War Memoria, Seoul 


Aces High Булу Museum. North Weald, Essex 
(nose preserved) 


рати Arpon. AK 
USAF Museum, Wight Paterson AFB. Он 

Gwyb WY fuselage батона) 

Farn Arpon. AK 

Отуд WY useage darged) 

Tre Museum ol Fight and Ara Ренн Grou, WY 
Tucson Aiton Certe, Tucson. AZ (Stage) 

Pima County Ar Museum, Tucson, AZ 

Restored 1o T Geode Sp, SSR — 

Ма Marti Ar Museum, Roading PA 

Prat Museum Fo Сато, КҮ 


Fred Wetyod Museum, Pueblo, СО 
— Kenya 
— E Toro, СА 

AFTC Museu, Edward AFB, CA 

Pima County М Museum, Tucson. AZ 

Caste AFB Museum, Caste AFB, CA 

Pope Museum, Pope AFB. NC 

Museum ct Avan, Warmer Robes AFB, GA 

USAF History and Traitors Museum, Lackland AFB, TX 
Bradley Ar Museum, Bridgeport CT 

Robins AFB Museu o aon, GA 

Pate Museum ol Transport, Crenow. TX 

atonal Warplane Museum, Geneseo, KY 

Prat Museum, Fort Campbel KY 

—“ 

— WY 

На Aerospace Museum. HI AFB, UT 

Grot WY 

The Museum of Fight and Aer Fer, Grey, WY 
McCilan AFB, СА 

Bate Моліал Ar Museum МУ 

‘Dover AFB Museum, Dover AFB, DL 

March Fed Museum. March AFRB, CA 

atonal fancy Museum, Fort Bering, GA 

Travis AFB Museu, Trav AFB, СА 

буыл WY 

Museum. Grissom AFB, OH 

SAC Museum, And, NE 

i Aerospace Museum, Hl AF, UT 

Ни Fel, FL 

tie Rock AFB, AR 

ond Arbore Dision Memorial Museum, For Bragg, NC 
— WY 

Evers Ae Fuel Anchorage, AK 

Саззс e Transport Anchorage. AC 

USAF Museum, Wight Paterson AFB, OH 
Museum, Lite Rock АРВ AR 
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С-в2 USAF Serial / US Civil Registry Cross-Reference 


USAFSMo RegNo USAF SINo 
pyd 


HEIHEI 
i 


i 
Ê 
i 


HIE 
iH 


HIHHH 


iilii E E EN 
ET i 
$555 $ 


Reg No 


USAFSMo RegNO USAFSNo Rego USAFSINO ВН 
imen юз ни Мег 500 НР 
Tee мим лш мәт тю NS 
мө — юй 519129 мт 
mne — 2010 кюз son — 
пт мз iam мез мв маж 
NTSA т NION zx Мв 
хе мю Хх ню? юта ми 
— — 201907 мю юй — NM 
1ле NOW ти — лю М 
ют — ти М юле — 
Hoe мй ЗИ NOS EE d 
200и NUES тш кє нз NON. 
zaot — ти Мо ззат М. 
зо мв ашы мәә 59807 МӘ 
тш мю ana мв вае мәк 
— — эй NIG 59 NN 
тет мля оз мз Ss мн 
an wen эт мла Sl NUNT 
шн №5 SIS — 
тшш кш узе MESE 
USN/USMC Bute No; t RCAF Serial No. nm 
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192 Fairchild Сага C-119. 
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BRI TEC 


| ircraft Monthly 


е Unbeatable coverage of the complete aviation scene - 
military, civil, both past and present by leading journalists 


€ Unrivalled coverage of the airshow scene - news, previews, 
interviews, "іп cockpit’ reports and much more 


© Stunning images from the world's top aviation 
photographers, including many exclusives from John Dibbs 


€ — Special supplements 
€ Major competitions and much more 


THE AVIATION MAGAZINE WITH EVERYTHING! 


олде — 


Enjoy unmatched analysis of the world's military 
aircraft and the forces that fly them 


€ Over 100 fabulous action photographs every issue, 
taken by some of the best photographers on the planet 


€ Magnificent colour artwork, plus detailed cutaways 


© Simply the best coverage of men, the machines and the 
missions that make up today's world of military aviation 


THE WORLD'S LEADING MILITARY AVIATION MAGAZINE! 


Available from all leading newsagents and hobby stores, or order direct from: 
Subscription Dept, lan Allan Publishing Led, Riverdene Business Park. Molesey Road Hersham, Surrey KTIZ 4RG UK 


Tek +44(0) 1932 266622 Fax: +44(0) 1932 266633 e-mail: subs@ianallanpub.couk 


Mage in England 


ех, 


Тор. The first indian C-119G, 10450, was delivered by 
MATS? {730th Feerying Squadron. W Loyd 

Above: This 316th TOG C-82A-FA, a'n 45-575, has yellow 
trim. A Tê Texan was taxying up behind the Packet. 
WT Larkins va Mgt D Мет 

Front ose Paratroops saddled up and headed to 

the forward door of C-1190-35-FA, un 52-6057 from 
the 464th TCG. The green trim indicates the 778th TCS. 
FD Hokey 


USA $36.95 


—* 


9'781857'802016 


19.98 


